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Night 2023



Junior Seminar
○ Transcript review

○ Career search and Post-high school planning

○ The college search process

○ College visits/reps

○ Applications, Essays, Resumes and Recommendations

○ Financial aid

Junior Conference

● Up to a full period, individual meeting and post-secondary planning 

Your student has already had/will have...



Based on Junior Seminar...



Already last week...
● Senior Info day

● Students choose the presentation most appropriate for them

○ Four year college

○ Two year college

○ Tech/Trade/Military/Work/Gap year/undecided

● Provide you with the basic information to keep the 
conversation going at home



Post-Secondary Things to do...

● Structure time to discuss 
updates
○ once a week, same time

● Encourage your students to 
create a calendar/prioritize



Post-Secondary Things to do...
● Have a conversation about the 

post-secondary budget
○ Don’t wait until they’ve found what 

they want…

● Encourage your students to 
check their email every day

● Transition your kids to adulthood
○ don’t do for them what they can do 

for themselves



Driver Ed all over again….

● Remember their BTW hours?

● They should be in the driver’s 
seat!

● You’re there, right next to 
them, to provide feedback and 
support.  BUT DON’T DRIVE!



Stay in the Loop

Prairie Ridge High School College and Career Center



If Your Student Doesn’t Know what to do next 
yeaR…
Start with a job - not necessarily 
a 4 year college…
● Elevator Mechanic - $77,806
● Radiation Therapist-$69,504 2yr
● Geo and Petrol Tech - $61,370 

2yr
● Web Developer - $58,488 2yr
● Ultrasound Tech - $55,106 2yr
● Dental Hygienist - $54,989 2yr
● Electrician - $52,527
● Respiratory Therapist - $52,042 

2yr
● Plumber - $50,349
● HVAC Tech - $44,604
All above nat’l avg. for growth



Career/College Resources

● Class of 2024 Canvas Page

● Occupational Outlook 
Handbook

● College Board’s Big Future

● SchooLinks



College Fair Options
● MCC College Fair 10/5 

(5:30-7:30pm)

● NACAC College Fairs

○ Chicago (McCormick Place)

■ 9/30, 11am-3pm

○ Virtual Fairs

■ 9/10, 10/15, 11/12 1pm-6pm ET



GAP year
● Academic
● Adventure
● Community Service
● Environmental Conservation
● Internship
● Playing video games in your 

basement?

https://usagapyearfairs.org



ADDITIONAL ALTERNATIVES

● Military 

● Apprenticeships 

● On the job training

● Career, trade, vocational schools
○ Tech and Career College Fair in 

February/March



2 Year College
● MCC is our community college  

○ New Science wing and Planetarium

○ Engineering Pathways

● Can still pay in-district tuition at others 
(ECC, Harper) if:

○ Student works in that district prior to start 
of semester

○ Program isn’t available at MCC

■ Exception: Limited enrollment Health 
Science programs (Hygienist)

● MCC SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE



Meet MCC
● Explore programs

● 3/22/23 5:30-7:30 
might be similar next 
year? Last few years 
Wendesday…

● Financial Aid and 
other support session 
throughout the year



4 Year College: The Application
Create a checklist for schools

● Common App, or School 
Specific.

● Highlight the deadline

● Include username and 
password

Are They Asking For…

● Letter(s) of 
recommendation 

● Record of extracurricular 
activities and honors

● An essay or personal 
statement

● An official transcript or a 
self-report

● Fee?

The application will not be 
considered complete until the 

college has received all requested 
items; students should check 

status.



Standardized Testing in the 2023-24 
College Application Cycle

● Most colleges are 
test-optional, some going 
back

● No penalty, but will still 
welcome scores

○ may request alternative

● Many schools will hold your 
student to the choice once 
made

● Growing trend in admissions; 
up to you



LETTERS OF Rec: 
What Your Students Should Know

● Read the application directions
○ If the school doesn’t need one, don’t send 

one.

● Complete the letter of 
recommendation survey in 
SchooLinks

● Ask the recommender face-to-face; 
then request in SchooLInks

● Allow 3 weeks or more but check 
with the writer to verify progress

● Thank the writer 

● Step-by-Step directions in the Class 
of 2024 classroom



Factors in ADMISSIONS DECISIONS
1. Grades/rigor in college prep courses 

2. ACT, SAT scores

3. Grades in all subjects 

4. Class rank

5. Essay/writing sample

6. Recommendations

7. Demonstrated interest

8. Community 
service/work/extracurriculars

9. Ability to pay



TYPES OF ADMISSION
●Early Decision - Binding

●Early Action/Priority 
Deadline

●Regular Admission

●Rolling Admission

●Waitlist

●May 1 – Decision Deadline



FINANCIAL AID
● FAFSA

○ FREE!!!!!!!
■ December 1 
■ Tax (PPY), savings, investment information
■ First come, first serve 
■ MCC Assistance 

● FAFSA Workshop and Financial Aid Presentations

○ College Work Study 
○ Government Loans/Private Student Loans 
○ Co-op/Internships at college
○ Military/ROTC

● Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC)



Scholarships
Where to Find Them 

● SchooLinks/PR Website

● Websites of each 
college/university

● National Websites
○ Fastweb
○ Scholarships.com
○ College Green Light
○ Raise.me

● Your employer

● Your bank 

What They Look For

● Financial Need

● Academic Performance

● Athletic Ability

● Community Service

● Student Leadership

● Individual Traits or Talents



STUDENT ATHLETES
● NCAA/NAIA Eligibility Centers 
○ Send transcript and order 

test score report 
○ Find link from Student 

Services Website 
○ Check core courses 
○ Have your student see their 

counselor





First in the family to go to college?
● Does your student 

need a little extra 
help with 
applications, 
scholarships, and/or 
financial aid?

● Student should 
contact Mrs. 
Nemshick
○ alashway@d155.org



● Student Services is open!
○ Encourage your student to make an appointment 

with their counselor, or stop in at the CCC
● Senior Conference

○ October through December
● SchooLinks Help center & Chat

Need Some Help?



Final Reminders
● Process needs to be 

student-driven

● Remind your student:
○ To make use of resources 

(CCC, counselor, reps, 
visits)

○ To be aware of deadlines
○ To keep a full schedule
○ To check email daily

● Help look for their right fit
■ Financial
■ Social
■ Academic

● Support them during this 
stressful process



One last bit of advice...
● 3 things to do moving forward to help with the 

process:
1. Carve out time once a week (1-2 hours) to work on college 

applications.  When you’re done, switch to scholarships.
2. Student should get a copy of their unofficial transcript from 

SchooLinks- will help with many of the things they need to 
fill out.

3. Student should create/update a resume if they haven’t 
already done so.  Helpful not only with jobs, but also with 
completing college applications.



Questions?



Daren Dusenske 
ddusenske@d155.org

Karen Rocks
krocks@d155.org


