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WHY DO YQUTHS JOINGANGS

ASocial Discrimination & Rejection

AAbsence of a Family & its Unconditional Love
AlLack of Positive Role Models

AlLack of Proper Discipline

ALack of Positive FreEme Activities

AFear, Abuse, Lack of Security

AEconomic Deprivation

ASchool Failure and Delinquency

ALow SeHEsteem

APat hol ogi cal Offender sd
Alnfluence of Migrating Ganjlember

Mike Carlie, Ph.D., 200®to The Abyss: A Personal Journey into the World of Street Gangs
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NDIANASSEEINGHARRISENINYOU THVIOLEN
lanaYoeuthinstitutes Statistics as presented: incthe 2015

In@

lanakids CountProfile of IChild/ MWellbeing

ADramatidncrease in homicides among children and
teenagers

AGang membershipnay b e o0 n ap 1t percente
among teens with many kids being recruited at age 14

ATeenagergommitting murdes rising.

ANearly a fifth of high school students regularly carry a
weapon

AHomicide as cause of death in youth2byears of age:

[
[

#1 among Blacks
#4 among whites and Hispanics
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NDIANASSEEINGHARRISEINYOU THVIIOLEN
lanaYoeuthinstitutes Statistics as presented: incthe 2015

In@

lanakids CountProfile of IChild/ Mellbeing

AFirearms were used in thrgearters ofhomicides by
youth under agd.8 inIndiana (76% between 2008nd
2013), followed by knivegersonal (handdists, feet) and
bluntobjects.

A7

In 10 kids have withessed violence.

A29 percent of Indiana high school students were invol\
a physical fight at least once Iin the past year.

AYouthwho have had contact with thediana juvenile
justicesystem havaigher mortality rates than the gener
population, regardless afex or race

U.S Department of Justic Off of Juvenile JusticeDatidquency Pre n(2013). Easy Access t oRepotis&ZABHRI) 6 s



HOW GANGS/AFREECTSAISCHOOL

46 percent-ofsstudenta publicschoolseportedthe
presenee - ofjangsandgang members agchoaol

Meost youth;gang activity-eceurssatschool

AMore violence at school
AMore guns at school
Alncrease of drugs on campus
AClass disruptions, taking learning time away while

teachers have to deal with behavior issues
ALower attendance
AHigher dropout rate

Alncreased workload areachers, school resource
officers, other school staff, law enforcement, judicial
system

+NCASA at Columbia Universig010, *National Centeon Addiction and Substance Abas€olumbia University




SCHOOL RISK FACTORSASSOCIATE
WITHGANG INVOLVEMENT

APoorschool performance

ALow educationalspirations
ANegativelabelling by teachers

AHigh levels of ansocialbehavior

AFew teacher role models

AEducational frustration

ALow attachment to school
ALearningdifficulties

ALow involvement in extracurricular activities

Howell, James C. "Moving Risk Factors into Developmental Theories of Gang Membership," Youth Violence and Juvehil@200S)igm. 334354.



EXAMPLES-OF GANRELATED I BEHAVIODR
SCHOOES \MANCLUDBUTARENOT LIMITED. T

ATheuse of certain hand signals or gestures that may, i
any way, be linkedo a gang or gangrelated activity
or behavior

AGraffiti that may, in any way, be linked to a gang or
gangrelated activity orbehavior.

Aldentifyingoneself as a member of a gang.

ARecruitingr soliciting membership in a gang or gang
related organization

Atlanta Public Schools, 2014, Grove Park Elementary School



EXAMPLES-OF GANRELATED I BEHAVIODR
SCHOOES \MANCLUDBUTARENOT LIMITED. T

APresence odiny apparel, jewelry, accessory or manner of
grooming whighoy virtue of its color, arrangement,
trademark, symbol, or any othattribute indicatesr
Implies gangnembership or affiliation with such a group.

A Initiation hazing, intimidation, and/or related activities of
such grougaffiliations thatare likely to cause bodily
danger, physical harm, or persol@gradation or

disgrace resulting in physical or mental harm to students
staff.



EXAMPLES-OF GANRELATED I BEHAVIOR
SCHOOES MANCLUDBUTARENOT LIMITED T

AThreateningo commit, or actually committing, any
crime with the purpose of terrorizing another, causing
the evacuation of a school system facility or school b
causing disruption to the orderly operation at any
school systefacility

AUsing employing, or relying upon gang membership o
affiliation tothreaten, intimidateor to harass students
and/or staff.



BEHAVIORALICHANGES THAT MAYANDICATE
INVOLNVEMENT

AWithdrawingfrom family activities and planned events.
A Changed academic performance or declirsiogool attendance

A Defiant or confrontational behavior, sucliadisng back verbal
abuse, namealling, and disrespetdr teacher/parental
authority.

A Staying out late without reason.
A Angryoutbursts, excessive aggression.

A Excessive worry about safety; constastiyveying surroundings
for danger.

A Sudden negative attitudes about l@nforcement ocadults in
positions of authority (school officgeachers).

2015 Parents®6 Guide to Gangs, Nati onal Gang Center, Office of Juveni



BEHAVIORALICHANGES THAT MAYANDICATE
INVOLNVEMENT

A Change in attitude about school, church, or other normal
activities or change in behavior when attending these activi

A Drastic changes in personal style.

AWithdrawal from longtime friends and forming bonds with al
entirely new group of friends.

A Suspected use of drugs, such as alcohol, inhalants, and na
A Possession of firearms, ammunition, or other weapons.

ANonaccidental physical injuries (such as evidence of being
beaten or injuries to hands and knuckles from fighting).

AUnexplained cash or goods, such as clothing, video games
jewelry.

tsd Guide to Gangs, 2015, Nati onal Gang Center, Office of Juve
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INDIVIDUAL RISKCFACTORS FOR-YOUTH MO

APast violent victimization

AEarly aggressive behavior

APoor behavioral control/hyperactivity
AAntisocial behavior

AlLack of guilt or empathy

ADrug or alcohol abuse

AExposure to family conflict and violence
AExposure to violence in media

AHaving been a victim of bullying

ADifficulty controlling feelings, especially anger
AMajor mental illness

AParental substance abuse or history of crime

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
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FAMILY: RISK FACTORS FOR YOUTH VIO

ALow parental involvement
ALow emotional attachment to parents

Alnconsistent disciplinary practices

APoor parental supervision and monitoring
ALarge family size

APresence of firearms in the home

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention



COMMUNITY RISK(FACTORS FORHYQUTHIMIO
AAssociation with delinquent peers
APeer rejection
ALow school commitment/involvement
AHighcrime neighborhoods
ASocially disorganized neighborhoods
AHigh concentration of lower socioeconomic group

AGangs and easy access to firearms

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
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BASIC OBSERVABLEIGANG IDENTIFIE

ASocial Media Content/Cellphone
Communication

ASymbols, Numbers, Colors,
Drawings

AGraffiti
AHand Signs



MONITORING SOCIALEMEDIA/TEXTINGTCONT

ASocial media and texting are the primary means of
communication between youth gang members

AGangs gain access and recruit youth for their
Homegrown Local Youth Gangs and for regional gang
affiliates for the purpose of drug sales, armed robbery
prostitution, beat downs, to claim turf and maintain
dominance in schools

AMonitoring social media and phone activity is the best
way t o galn awareness 1 n



YOUTH GANGS ONSOCIALEIMEDIA




YOUTH GANG/ WRHNINGS; / DRAWING) SYMBC

AMonitor writings, drawings and any unidentifiable
symbols

AReview notebooks, sketchbodksok in school backpack

Alf unsure of the content/meaning of a drawing,
unfamiliar symbols used with numbers or specific colo
combinations used with reguladtyesearch their
meaning online, ask for assistance at your local law
enforcement office, or school resource officer

ABe diligent in your awareness of what your
students/children are writing/drawing aboud Be
present
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LATIN KINGS Nortefios

Gang Identifiers Gang Identifiers
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©KJRedd, TCPSN Anti-Gang Initiative, Tippecanoe County Prosecutor’s Office: http://www.tippecanoe.in.gov/PSN/ ©KJRedd, TCPSN Anti-Gang Initiative, Tippecanoe County Prosecutor’s Office: http://www.tippecanoe.in.gov/PSN/




GANGSTER DISCIPLES INDIANA WHITE SUPREMACY

Identifiers

-All is One- Alurda flob

01/1572008 9:53

L WILL EARRN_

©KJRedd, TC Project Safe Neighborhoods Anti-Gang Initiati i ©KJRedd, TCPSN Anti-Gang Initiatives, Tippecanoe County Prosecutor's Office: http://www.tippecanoe.in.gov/PSN/




IMPERIAL GANGSTERS GANGSTER DISCIPLES

-All is One- Alurda Mlob
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Gangslers
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©KJRedd, TCPSN Anti-Gang Initiatives, Tippecanoe County Prosecutor's Office: http://www.tippecanoe.in.gov/PSN/ ©KJRedd, TC Project Safe Neighborhoods Anti-Gang Initiatives, Tippecanoe County Prosecutor's Office: http://www.tippecanoe.in.gov/PSN/
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SYMBOLS OFHATE
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* AntiDefamation League



SYMBOLS OFHATE
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YOUTH GANG HANDGIGNS
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RN,
PARENTS

Talk towourehild labout the negative, conseguencesroef gang
behaviotscandawvaystevavoiddihem

A Be clear that you disapprove of gangs and do not want to st
yourchild huror arrested.

Befirm in youreexpectations dhat your ehaleudd\NO:T

A Associate with any garigvolved individuals.

A Hang out where gang members congregate.

A Attend any party or social event sponsored by gangs.

A Use any kind of hand or finger signs that may be meaningft
to gangs especially in pictures (even as a joke).

AWear clothing that may have meaning to gangs in your ares

[ (Explain to your child that these clothing items can put hien or
In danger and that you will not purchase them or allow tllem
be worn.)

Parentds Guide to Gangs, 2015, National Gang ¢



R,

PARENTS

Get to Onowkyduro-MId’s Yrients Eind Gelfri dp@rsnts T r i end

A Be aware of their attitudes toward drugs, alcohol, and gangs.

A When childrerstart to feel pressure to use drugs or join gangs, it
usuallycomes frontheir friends.

Familiarize,yoursell withdhe dnternet, pepularstanms cand/our

chi’s dnlide@siviiyonl 1 ne acti vity

A Communicate with your child about the potential negative
consequences ofline activity, including what he or she may pos
online.

A Spend time onlineith your child.

A Askyour child to show you his or fi@vorite onlineactivities, sites,
and online contacts.

AKeepthe computermm common area and ut
and We lparentaltcantso® o | 1 mi t t he c¢h
sites and social media



e
PARENTS

Talk toyour-ehild laboutways te dealwith: pressugm friends

AHelpyour child practice simple ways to respond to peer
pressure.

[ Forexample If your child is challenged by a peer who say
ol f yoonufriemeer gou woul d, 6 yo
ol f you weyroeu myadlkd medontidh e n
should walk away.

Liimitiinteraction with-gangvelveditadividuals

A Oneof the strongest risk factors for joining a gang is living |
thesame housas someone who is involved in gangs.

Alf your child haslder sibling®r other relatives in your home
who are associated witfangs, bevery watchful of the
Influence they have on your child, amgrvene immediately
your child starts to copy their dress attitudesl/or
behaviors



R,
PARENTS

Setfirm limitsswith younehild

AChildren and teenagers need to clearly know what is
expectedof themand the consequences for acting
otherwise.

AWhenyourchild misbehavebe sure to use fair and
consistent disciplinehile demonstratingnconditional
love and support for your child.

Plain ffamijy:tinae

AMake time for your family to play, eat meals together,
take trips (evero localparks or activities), keep family
traditions, and have familpeetings tdalk about plans,
feelings, and complaints.
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TEACHERS

Developan AntiGang Envirenment mYaur&lassroam a
Scheol.

Alf your school does not have a policy regarding gang
activity or dress, determine if current school policy wi
sufficiently cover gang incidents.

Alf not, assist in getting your school policy updated anc
parents informed.

AEnforceschool policies consistently and fairly, and mal
sure that all students understand.

AObtain the latestinformatioron Gang Awareness.

How Teachers Can Intervene with GanglvedStudents, 2014, Salt Lake Ares Gang Project, U.S. Bureau of Justice Assistance and The Unit Commission on Criieidastoe. Juven



R,

TEACHERS

Gangs @arecconstanthhehanging.
AObtain regular updates from your local law enforceme
agency on the type of gang activity in your area.

AlLearnthe newest gangs in the area, their hangouts,
graffiti, clothing trends, activities, rivals, etc.

AReview your school and school corporation policy

Add yoeur sathanlorssebebd distetqi falickdiere

How Teachers Can Intervene with Ganglved Students, 2014, Salt Lake Ares Gang Project, U.S. Bureau of Justice Assi§thadgranCommission on Criminal and Juvestiee.
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TEACHERS
Make Freguentcontactiwith Rarents-of High Risk Students.
AParentar e often the |l ast to Kk

Involvement.

Alf you notice sudden changes in attitude, grades, and dres:
a student, alert their parents.

ANeverassume that the parent already knows and just choo
to do nothing about it.

AssigrMemntors ¢as Students WhodAte WHavingiDifficulty: ha Schc

AManyyouths are drawn to gangs because it provides them
with a support structure and feeling of belonging.

A Studentsvho are struggling in school need to feel that they
are successful.

A A mentor can give a student a feeling of importadtieat
someone cares about them.

How Teachers Can Intervene with Ganglved Students, 2014, Salt Lake Ares Gang Project, U.S. Bureau of Justice AssifthadgrainCommission on Criminal and JuJastiee.



R,
TEACHERS

Learn/About CommunitysReseurcesAvailable mdheArea for
Students.

ATeachersan often steer their students toward positive activ
that can reduce their likelihood of becoming ganglved.

AThereare also many community resources available for famn
that are struggling with gang members in themily.

TeaclKids AntVielence-and RProblenv Solying Skills.

AManystudents will turn to gangs to solve problems for then
to provide protection. Teaching your students proeliEmng
skills and behavioral skills training can reduce the number
violent incidents on campus. Students will also feel more ir
control and confident of t
need for a gang iseduced.

How Teachers Can Intervene with Ganglved Students, 2014, Salt Lake Ares Gang Project, U.S. Bureau of Justice Assi§thadérsenCommission on Criminal and JuJastlee.




RN,
TEACHERS

Do Net Glerify Gaing /ActivityR ButdodNoeihigadtdither

AStudentsvill often discuss recent gang activity among
themselves and may glorify the gang members that al
iInvolved.

AWhile such discussions should be discouraged it is he
for youth to discuss the activity with the teacher servi
as a facilitator so that the issue can be dealt with in a
realistic manner and used as a learning experience fc
students.



R,
GANG IDENTIFIER{CARD



