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WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL!

TAILGATE         EVENT
Join us Friday, September 29th for a Parkland Education Foundation

Parkland Football Field | Visit www.parklandsd.org/foundation for tickets and details.

This mural has been installed at the Administration 
Center thanks to a Parkland Education Foundation 
grant.  The mural idea was conceived by SMS Art 
teacher Chris Eggleston, who worked with our  
Communications office, to reach out to students, staff 
and community members to obtain quotes about 
what Parkland means to them.  On the perimeter are 
Parkland tiles that have been decorated by SMS art 
students.  And, at the core is hand-drawn artwork 
that depicts our 12 schools surrounding symbols for 
Academics, Arts and Athletics.  This drawing was made 
by Class of 2023 graduate Emma Ludwig and rising 
senior Riley McMenamy under the direction of PHS art 
teacher Monica Danner.

Superintendent Dr. Mark Madson conceived of the  
mural idea and stated, “The mural is a wonderful 
dedication to the entire community.  We love that 
visitors are able to sit and read the many ways that 
make Parkland special.  We are thankful that so many 
students, staff and community members were able to 
contribute to this wonderful work of art.”
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Athletic news  

NEW IMPACT TEST 
REQUIREMENTS FOR 
JUNIORS AND  
SENIORS 
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St. Luke’s is implementing new ImPACT 
standards starting this school  year, 
2023-2024. 
 
All athletes in grade 11 and grade 12 are 
now required to take another  ImPACT 
test to update their test results, even if 
they took the ImPACT test when they 
were in grade 9.  
 
If your child is in grade 11 or grade 12, 
they should have taken a new ImPACT 
test before August 7. 
 
All athletes entering grade 9 or who are 
new to the district or district sports 
must have an ImPACT test completed as 
well.  
 
If you have any questions, please email  
Mr. Irizarry at irizarryj@parklandsd.net  
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MURAL INSTALLED IN ADMINISTRATION CENTER



Parkland School District

Preserving Excellence, Building a Dream

FOUNDATION AWARDS 107 CELEBRATE INNOVATION GRANTS TOTALING 
$207,000 FOR THE 2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR PROJECTS
THIS IS THE MOST AMOUNT AWARDED TO DATE FOR A SINGLE YEAR OF GRANTS
The Parkland Education Foundation raises money all year to be able to fund as many grants as possible for Parkland staff who apply for them. It was 
thrilled to be able to fund $207,000 worth of grants for the current school year. Their goal is to give opportunities that enhance a traditional public school 
education. Some examples of this year’s grants include:

•	 A coding robot at Schnecksville Elementary will teach children how to code and understand concepts like computer sequencing, events, loops, 
algorithms, operations, and variables through self-directed play and guided challenges.

•	 Indoor hydroponic gardens at both Springhouse and Orefield Middle Schools, that can each harvest up to 3,400 plants annually via a vertical technology 
system, will help students learn about STEM, nutrition, and how to be sustainable global citizens through hands-on learning.

•	 A sideline medical tent for the Athletic Department will provide privacy for athletes who may get injured or need treatment during games.
•	 A Layout Lab, complete with several iMac stations, will be made available to the PHS Par Key yearbook and Trumpet newspaper students so that editors 

can create layouts for the two publications. Editors will collaborate with staff writers/page designers to simulate an industry-standard workshop.
•	 PHS students will be able to sign up for teacher-run nighttime observations via new vision adapter systems.  Star parties will allow students to get a 

more in-depth understanding of stars and constellations by observing them through the new systems.
Funding for grants is made possible by generous donors and fundraising events. In May, the Distinguished Alumni Celebration raised $84,000 in support of 
the Foundation’s mission. The Parkland Education Foundation has given more than $1,745,702 to the Parkland School District since 2011 for innovation.

THE FOUNDATION THANKS ITS CORPORATE PARTNERS IN EDUCATION

  
Lisa Ervin

Executive Director, Parkland Education Foundation
ervinl@parklandsd.org | 610-351-5572

www.parklandsd.org/foundation  
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DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS GIVES BACK TO PARKLAND STUDENTS
Bryan Knouse is the CEO of Project OWL.  He is also a Parkland graduate and a 
2022 Parkland Education Foundation Distinguished Alumni Wall of Honor Award 
recipient.  He chose to give back to our Parkland community by visiting the 4th 
grade classroom of his former teacher at Parkway Manor, Mrs. Jen Schmoyer, 
and presented his amazing work to the students there.  His company designs 
devices called “ducks” that seamlessly connect to each other generating an 
encrypted, wireless network with a single click of a button. It uses radio signals to 
communicate with each other in a mesh network. This technology has been able 
to provide connectivity over long distances. It has been used all over the world to 
help in disaster situations.  During the hurricane in Puerto Rico, Bryan’s company 
launched an entire Duck Network to provide necessary network communication 
to the severely damaged country.  They have been able to help prevent disasters 
on oil rigs and connect people in war-torn regions.  Project Owl is changing the 
way disaster areas are able to communicate.  The Parkland Education Foundation 
loves creating connections with alumni who want to inspire students.  A special 
thanks to Bryan who helped to show our students that the sky is not the limit, but 
just the beginning, to making dreams a reality. 

Since 2013, the Parkland Education 
Foundation has been fortunate to have a 
part-time Executive Director. This past year, 
the Foundation reached a new milestone 
and longtime goal of being able to have its 
Executive Director transfer to a full-time 
position, completely funded by the Parkland 
Education Foundation. 

The District congratulates Lisa Ervin on this 
promotion and thanks her for her amazing 
work. Stay tuned for more great things to 
come!

FOUNDATION PROMOTES ERVIN 
TO FULL-TIME ROLE
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NONDISCRIMINATION IN PROGRAMS AND EMPLOYMENT POLICY
In accordance with TITLE VI, TITLE IX, Section 504 and the Americans with Disabilities Act, the 
Parkland School District does not discriminate either in the educational or vocational programs 
and activities which it operates or in the employment of personnel, on the basis of sex, handicap, 
disability, race, color, national origin, age, or religion. If your are physically or mentally disabled, 
visually or hearing impaired, you may qualify for special services/instruction/equipment 
modifications so you can successfully complete the education program or participate in activities. 
All inquiries concerning this policy/questions regarding specific programs, services, and facilities 
for the disabled should be directed to the District Equal Rights Officer, Assistant Superintendent, 
Parkland School District, 1210 Springhouse Road, Allentown, PA at (610) 351-5505.
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Check out our Weekly 5 THINGS TO KNOW FOR THE WEEK AHEAD www.parklandsd.org/schools/weeky-update

2023-24 IMPORTANT DATES and INFORMATION
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAYS -- SCHOOLS CLOSED
September 25, October 9, January 15 and March 8

DISTRICT-WIDE EARLY DISMISSAL DAYS  
(11 AM OMS, SMS and PHS and 11:45 AM Elementary Schools)
November 20, 21, 22
January 19
April 26
May 17
 
PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
Elementary Parent-Teacher Conferences – November 20-22
Middle School Parent-Teacher Conferences – November 20-22 
High School Parent-Teacher Conferences - November 22

LENGTH OF SCHOOL DAYS
Elementary School (K-5)       	 8:50 AM - 3:30 PM
Middle School (Grades 6-8) 	 7:45 AM - 2:38 PM
High School (Grades 9-12)   	 7:40 AM - 2:44 PM

CAFETERIA PRICES 
Elementary Lunch $2.70
Secondary Lunch $2.95
Adult Lunch $4.15
Adult Breakfast: $2.50
Milk: $.50
Reduced Price Lunch: No charge 

MENUS 
www.parklandsd.org/Menus

BIRTHDAY CLASS TREAT  
ORDER FORM
www.parklandsd.org/Birthday 

KEYSTONE TESTS - Winter
Literature - January 4-5
Biology – January 9-10
Algebra I – January 11-12

KEYSTONE TESTS - Spring
Literature – May 13-14
Algebra I – May 15-16
Biology – May 20-21

PENNSYLVANIA SYSTEM OF SCHOOL  
ASSESSMENT (PSSA TESTS)
Grades 3-8, English/Language Arts  
   April 22-26
Grades 3-8, Mathematics/Science
   April 29-May 3
 


