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1975 was a year in sports. It began with
the extremely talented grappler Bob
Davis wrestling impressively, going
into overtime to win 3-2 for the class
AAA Colorado High School State
Werestling Tournament. Joining him in
the headlines was 6’4" Greg Benjamin,
Highland’s own secret weapon in bas-
ketball. Benjamin brought prestige to
Highland as he paced the selections to
the class AAA Skyline League All-star
Basketball Team with a 26.8 average
points per game. But by no means was
1975 a year of male dominance in the
sports. Freshman sensation Robyn
Castor not only led the mile in the
league, but shocked the state with her
remarkable time of 5:03.8 for her win

We would meet here everyday.
We talked.
We laughed.

We shared hopes and dreams.
And this is the way it will stay.
After we have all left.

For in the years to come,
They will meet here everyday.
They will talk.

They will laugh.

They will share hopes and dreams,
And it will be easy to understand
them.

For we have lived that life.
That life which we will never
forget.

at the state meet. The girls’ volleyball
team also had the potential to go far
and they proved it by their capture of
the first place in the National Division
and second place in the Skyline
League. Accomplishments such as
these in athletics literally filled the
Athletic Hall of Fame.

Celebration came with the Bicenten-
nial year, as did some changes. In the
spring of 1975, approximately 1100
students were registered at Highland.
Enrollment was expected to drop to
low levels; however, there was a
marked increase to 1175 students- 225
seniors, 275 juniors, 321 sophomores,
and 324 freshmen. It was supposed
that this increase came from the rapid-
ly developing subdivision of Yorkbor-
ough.

The 1977 school year was off and run-
ning with yet another of many home-
coming victories. This school year was
the one in which the presidential elec-
tion was held. With the two opponents,
Republican Ford and Democrate

A group of Highland students excelled
in the Forensics Club to take the foren-
sics team all the way up to the third
spot in the nation. As these young peo-
ple were traveling about the country
and state making a name for them-
selves, life back at Highland still went
on. The flag team sponsored a “Soap-
N-Suds” car wash, and the powderpuff
seniors suffered an agonizing defeat of
14-6 at the hands of the unmerciful
Juniors. As usual the school wasn’t only
an educational institution but a social
one as well, as depicted by this poem
written in the 1976 annual:

Carter, quite a battle was at hand. On
Friday, October 29, a mock election
was held for the students at Highland.
The results showed Carter to be the
winner. Another extravaganza for the
school came when the German Club
sponsored Oktoberfest. Oktoberfest, a
traditional celebration of the marriage
of the Prince of Rumaria and the Prin-
cess of Australia, celebrated by the
citizens in Munich, was a hit. A tradi-
tional German meal was preceeded by
German folk dancers imported from
Colorado Springs. In addition, this
year, the cross-country team qualified
for state.

Time passed swiftly into 1978, and

the “class of 82" were just beginning
the best four years of their lives. They
had quite a lot to look forward to, like
McDonalds after the games, and pep
assemblies, standing room only. The
band, always known as excellent, dis-
played their talents at Mile High Sta-
dium and were selected class 4, “‘Out-
standing Band, ” at CU Band Day.
This, too, was a year for basketball,
with such enormous talents as Kevin
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Linder and Mark Pugh the Hornets
Jjust couldn’t go wrong. Their string of
wins led them to the 57th Annual State
Boys Basketball Tournament. High-
land also had a feather in its cap with
Ralph McGee qualifying for the state
swim meet in the 200 yard individual
medley.

1979 had its fair share of both begin-
nings and of ends. This was the first
year in which animals other than buzz-
ing hornets ever traveled to the basket-
ball courts of Highland. Yes, Donkey
Basketball was born. This may have
been a wild idea, however it didn’t
compare to the action as the Highland
students attempted to teach the funda-
mental principles of flying to the
school lunches. One unexpected trage-
dy was the retirement of the highly
praised speech team, but this came

with the beginning of a new decade.
Hence came the 80’s.

Change upon change happened in
1980, beginning with the initiation of a
new seven set schedule. Much delib-
eration went into deciding whether this
was worth it or not, and there was con-
troversy at every corner; however, it
was adopted. Not only did Highland
have its own troubles, but the nation
was on its edge as well. It all began
with the capture of 52 unsuspecting
Americans in the far away country of
Iran. Even as President Carter deliv-
ered his state of the Union message, his
primary concerns were with the Iran-
ian hostages and the troubles in Afga-
hanistan. Quite a few of the upper-
classmen were a bit shaken by the
President’s decision to start the regis-
tration for the draft for lucky male
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civilians age 18 to 20.

Although the country was a bit uneasy,
Highland was still full of good times.
The band was jubilant over their invi-
tation to attend and compete in the
National Band Festival at Six Flags
Over Texas. Mike Gorder’s second
place win for the CSU Math Day
probe test, Dave Perea ’s 18-4 wrestling
record were all feathers in the ole
Highland cap.

With the passing of each year is the
passing of each class, all so much the
same, yet so unique and individual.
Looking back reflectively, it seems as
though Highland has been around for-
ever, an institution of learning existing
since the beginning of time.
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CONGRATULATIONS

CLASS of 82

Thanks to talI of you
a

HIGHLAND HIGH

457-2214

Malley Heights Shopping Center
114th & No. Washington
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