JOSE RODRIGUEZ
STATE SENATOR
SENATE DISTRICT 29
EL PASO, CULBERSON, HUDSFETH, PRESIDIO & JEFF DAVIS COUNTIES

May 4, 2018

Dr. Jeannie Meza-Chavez, SEISD Superintendent
Honorable SEISD Trustees

San Elizario Independent School District

1050 Chicken Ranch Rd.

San Elizario, TX 79849

Dear Superintendent Meza-Chavez, Honorable Trustees:

We write to ask your support for implementing the provisions of Senate Bill (S.B.) 463, which
was passed last year during the 85th Legislative Session to reauthorize Individual Graduation
Committee (IGCs).

As you know, the IGCs were created in 2015 in response to mounting frustration by
administrators, teachers, parents, and students over the state's increasing reliance on high-stakes
standardized testing. Many students who would otherwise qualify for a diploma for their body of
work and achievement simply could not pass a test, although in every other way they were
qualified. The Legislature created IGCs, which include a teacher, principal, counselor, and
parent, to assess coursework and other criteria, and recommend whether to award a diploma to a
student who passes three or more EOC (End of Course) exams. Before creation of the IGCs, a
student had to pass all five EOC courses. This new option maintains rigor and provides
flexibility to consider the student's totality of educational achievement, and obtain the diploma
they have worked so hard to earn.

The IGCs were authorized only for a limited time, however. Further, this new option did not
address students who took the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) test, which
was given to students who entered 9th grade prior to the 2011-2012 school year (students
entering high school in the 2011-2012 school year were switched to the STAAR test). Last
session, S.B. 463 was filed reauthorizing IGCs for current students; we amended it to include
those students who had been out of school for several years but still working to gain their
diploma.

The Texas Education Agency (TEA) has now published its rules for implementation of S.B. 463;
these rules took effect on May 3, 2018.

Texas Education Code §28.02541 establishes that "the school district or open-enrollment charter
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the individual may qualify to graduate and receive a high school diploma on the basis of the
alternative requirements for graduation. Under the new rule, a school district may develop
recommendations for local alternative requirements if the requirements would allow an
individual to demonstrate proficiency in the content related to an examination for which the
individual has not performed satisfactorily."

As educators, you know that high-stakes tests are not the final and only measure of a student's
achievement. They may have mastered the material but experienced test anxiety, were sick that
day, or had a poor night's rest; students may perform poorly for reasons that have nothing to do
with content knowledge or academic ability. We have a chance to help thousands of Texas
students who may have been penalized by one-size-fits-all standardized tests, and ensure
opportunities for those who have demonstrated educational achievement.

Unfortunately, this process is only in place until 2019, and time is of the essence. There were
19,000 non-completions of TAKS in El Paso County from 2003 to 2013. We ask for your
commitment to finding these students, and contacting them about their options to potentially
obtain a high school diploma, which could change their lives for the better.
Sincerely, o .
.
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os€ Rodriguez Georgina Perez
Texas Senate District 29 Texas State Board of Education



