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Veterans Day Celebrations Held  
Around ISD 728
Veterans enjoyed a breakfast, marched around the halls, gathered at the flagpoles 
and sang songs November 9-15, as ISD 728 schools welcomed America’s heroes to 
our buildings for Veterans Day celebrations throughout the District.

Partners like the Rogers Lions Club served up breakfast and the Minnesota State 
Patrol, Sherburne County and Hennepin County Sheriff’s Office provided Honor 
Guards, and American Legion and VFW members from around our communities 
offered poppy flowers and more.

“We appreciate all of the partnerships it takes for a week like this. The kids look 
forward to it so much every year. We’re proud to welcome our friends and family who 
served our country,” said Principal Heidi Adamson-Baer of Hassan Elementary. 

ISD 728 Swears in New School  
Board Members
It was a night to get work done and a night of celebration on Monday, Jan. 14 when 
the ISD 728 School Board hosted its organizational meeting at the District Office in 
Elk River.

Sarah Weis and Kim Michels joined the board for their first official meetings and were 
sworn in by ISD 728 Board Chair Shane Steinbrecher as part of the organizational 
meeting on Jan. 14. “We’re excited to have their perspective and their ideas on the 
board,” said Tony Walter, who was also sworn in for his new, four-year term. Walter 
will continue as the board’s Clerk/Treasurer.

The board also retained Steinbrecher as Chair for the 2019 year, and selected Holly 
Thompson as Vice Chair for this coming year.

Salk Middle School Named 2019 
National Magnet School of Excellence
Salk Middle School has once again been recognized by 
Magnet Schools of America, after the national association 
for magnet and theme-based schools named Salk Pre-
Engineering Magnet School a National Magnet School of 
Excellence. This is the SEVENTH year in a row that Salk 
has been recognized by Magnet Schools of America as a 
Merit award winning school.

Magnet School of Excellence Awards are given to a select group of magnet schools. 
Schools of Excellence are eligible to receive monetary awards and are eligible to 
be named the nation’s top Elementary, Secondary, or New & Emerging Magnet 
School. One of the Schools of Excellence will also be selected to win $5,000 and 
the Dr. Ronald P. Simpson Distinguished Merit Award, which is considered the most 
prestigious magnet school award in the nation.

To receive a national merit award, members of Magnet Schools of America must 
submit a detailed application that is scored by a panel of educators. These schools 
are judged and scored on their demonstrated ability to raise student academic 
achievement, promote racial and socioeconomic diversity, provide integrated 
curricula and instruction, and create strong family and community partnerships that 
enhance the school’s magnet theme.

A group of representatives from the school will head to Florida this spring to accept 
the national recognition. 

Pictured above, the ISD 728 School Board. Top left to right: Shane Steinbrecher, Joel Nelson, Tony 
Walter, Sara Weis. Bottom left to right: Holly Thompson, Christi Tullbane, Kim Michels.



728 Happenings  |  Winter 2018  | Page 7

The garage inside Elk River High School’s east wing, home to the auto mechanics 
classes and a group of students ready to start the day, looked a bit more like a used 
car lot on the morning of Thursday, Jan. 17, than a repair shop.

“It’s a pretty big day,” said Paul Nelson, teacher at Elk River High. “It’s not everyday 
we get three vehicles to work on. The kids are pretty excited.”

Often in auto mechanics classes, Nelson added, kids are working on their own 
projects – within the parameters of Nelson and his team’s curriculum. Trucks, cars 
and even snowmobiles owned by the students or families are in the bays at the 
school. Today, however, ERHS graduate Connor Mickelson, head of service at 
Cornerstone Ford in Elk River, had two used cars on which the students could now 
work their magic. A third vehicle – donated by Asst. Principal Julie Odegard’s brother, 
Mike Keller – also was given to the class.

“The minivan [a Dodge Caravan] is probably one of the more technologically 
advanced cars you’re going to have a chance to work on,” Mickelson, who was 
excited to be back in his old garage, told the students. “This is such a great 
opportunity for you guys. We’re glad we could team up with Ford and Cornerstone to 
make this happen for you.”

Ford dealerships across the country are donating vehicles to high school and 
technical school auto mechanics programs, said Christopher Seebeck, Regional 
Technical Talent and Placement Specialist from Ford. Seebeck made his way to Elk 
River to see the donations first hand, and talk with ISD 728 Career and Technical 
Education Coordinator Amy Lord about his role with the Detroit-based giant.

High school students are the key to future service departments, Seebeck said. With 
a new emphasis on STEM in education, auto service and repair isn’t a field that 
should be overlooked. Service stations are far beyond oil changes and tire rotations. 
Dealership service centers also need to know the ins and outs of cars that are as 
technologically advanced as anything on the market.

“Our goal is to create a path for these kids – some of whom are already taking the 
knowledge they’ve gained in their classes here and are working jobs in the auto 
service industry – and show them the career path they can have. There are great 
opportunities, good wages and, really, a true need for kids with knowledge and that 
are excited to work on these cars because they love it. And if you’re doing this at 16 
or 17, chances are it’s because it’s something you love to do.”

Mickelson, who was reconnected with his former teacher, Nelson, said his work in 
the ERHS garage – which was a “bit smaller” back in his day – got him on the path to 
being a service manager. “There are a lot of opportunities out there. The auto groups 
in town are all talking about the future, and the type of people they’ll need to work 
on these cars. They have so much technology in them now, and some of it is just 
second nature to these guys,” he said.

The cars will offer plenty of hands-on opportunity in the second semester, Nelson 
said, as the work and lesson plans get more advanced. There will be some auto 
body repair, engine repair and getting into the deeper parts of the vehicle, such as 
the transmission and electrical systems.

Ford is doing more around the country to foster its relationship between the motor 
company and schools. Tools, auto parts and even new engines have been donated 
regionally to programs like the auto mechanics program at ERHS.

“Through these relationships we can close that auto technician gap, and really create 
a workforce that has hand-on experience when they first enter into the service area 
they’re ahead of the curve,” he said. “More than ever, we’re changing the paradigm 
– the technicians we need aren’t just working elbow deep in grease. Autonomous 
vehicles, navigation systems, entertainment systems and all of that technology are 
changing the game.”

Nelson said he was grateful for the partnership with a local dealer like Cornerstone, 
and for Ford’s participation in the donations. “It creates another level of learning for 
these guys. It’s a good day.”

Cornerstone, Donor Give ERHS Students the Keys to Hands-On Learning

Ivan Sand Students, Staff Create ‘True North Poster’ Business
It seems posters are plastered all over schools, doesn’t it? Have an event to promote? 
Hang up a poster. Big tests coming up? Promote awareness with a poster. So, some 
students from Ivan Sand Community High are getting into the game. They’ve started 
their own business – True North Posters – thanks to the help of some staff at the school, 
including award-winning teacher Susan Yankowiak. “Really, it’s a chance for us to work 
with them on starting this business from the ground up, and it’s something the school 
can carry forward to help train the kids for life in the working world, and maybe spark 
some entrepreneurship in some of them,” she said.

For now, the poster biz is limited to ISCHS, but Yankowiak is hopeful True North can 
become kind of a “go-to” place for poster needs all over the school district. “Everyone 
has all of their promotional materials out for this event or that program,” she said.  “It’s 
definitely a need. Obviously these kids are all into the digital age, but the posters are 
still a great way for people to see what’s going on in the school community.”

Ivan Sand students Morgan 
Gjerdingen, Amyah Lett, Seth 
Myles, Cade Bottema and 
Andrew Gale are getting the 
program off the ground. The 
crew said they like working 
with the graphic design and 
marketing aspect of the poster 
business, and enjoy seeing the 
finished products when they hit 
the halls. 

“I think it’s something that’s only going to grow,” said one of the students. “It should be 
fun to see where it can lead us.”



Fifth grade Japan Club at Twin Lakes Elementary School! 
Students learned the Japanese alphabet, played games, 

did Origami and sampled some yummy Japanese snacks.

Rogers Elementary STEM Magnet School students 
using Sphero Robots to learn about the water cycle.

Karaoke fun at Hassan Elementary School!
Celebrating the partnership between Caterpillar and Rogers High School!  
Caterpillar supplies over 3 tons of scrap steel every year so Rogers High  

students can learn how to weld.

Zimmerman High School students learning  
about electrical components at St. Cloud  

Technical College.
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