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The Elk River High 
School Knowledge 
Bowl program made 
history, placing 13th 
overall at the State AA 
Competition. It was the 
first trip to a state meet 
– held at the Cragun’s 
Conference Center in 
Brainerd – for more 
than two decades, 
according to coach  
Troy McGowan.

 “I didn’t really have record for it, so I had to go and look at some of the old trophies. 
It’s been since the 1990s, for sure,” McGowan said with a smile.

The team of Jack Hipsag, Christian Kubicka, Bennett Jordan, Jack Milless and 
Sebastian Sandor was one of just 24 to make it to the State AA Meet – out of more 
than 900 teams statewide. Prior Lake took home the state championship, defeating 
Sartell-St. Stephen. 

For the Elks, just getting to the meet was the start of something they hope is a new 
tradition for the program.

“It’s been a lot of hard work. We have some of the best teams in the entire state 
within our district/section [Central Region], so to get to state is really a bonus. The 
toughest competitions we have throughout the year are within our section for sure. 

The concept of Knowledge Bowl is team oriented – a literal exam begins the 
competition, with the team working together on 60 questions. The results then 
determine your room ranking as you head to the next round, which is an oral quiz.
There are multiple rounds of the oral quiz – with about three teams per room – in a 
quiz bowl style format, buzzing in and solving the problem.

“Getting 10 out of 45 in an oral quiz round is pretty good, for example,” Jordan said. 
“It’s competitive. It gets really intense.”

The regular season pits schools against each other until the section meet, which 
is in March. Coaches then use those meets to find the best combination of teams, 
McGowan said.

“By the time state rolls in we’ve had a lot of competition, including the meet we host 
here with some of the other schools from around the state. Buffalo has a large one, 
as well. So there’s some recognition in the competition you’re up against.” Jordan 
said he joined the Knowledge Bowl team after the ISD 728 started using in-school 
competitions at the middle school level.

“We won a few times when I was in middle school, and I was someone who 
contributed to those wins, so I liked the competition of it. And when I found out we 
had a competitive team here at Elk River, it was something I definitely wanted to do,” 
he said.

As for Sandor, it was a friend who brought him on board. “She kind of explained the 
format to me, and it sounded like a challenge, but a lot of fun. I wasn’t disappointed,” 
he said.

The team will have much of its core returning for the 2019-2020 school year, which 
is good news for the program, McGowan said. Kids have a competitive streak to 
them, and they’re going to want to get friends who can make the program better into 
Knowledge Bowl now that they’ve accomplished one of their ultimate goals.

“The challenge now is to make it back,” Jordan said. “We hope we can just keep 
building on what we did this season.”

Elk River High Knowledge Bowl Team Makes History at State

Graduates Leave their Mark on ISD 728 High Schools
More than 950 students donned their school colors - cap and gown style - as ISD 
728 high schools held their commencement ceremonies for Rogers High School, 
Zimmerman High School, Elk River High School and Ivan Sand Community High  
School throughout the first full week of June. 

The Class of 2019 produced success in the classroom, on the playing field and out 
in the community, said Superintendent Dan Bittman as he addressed students at  
each ceremony. 

“We are beaming with pride. What you have accomplished here may feel like the end, 
but it truly is only the beginning,” he said. “We expect great things from you, the Class 
of 2019. The mark you have left here as members of this school district won’t soon be 
forgotten. We thank you. We celebrate you. Congratulations to all of you today.” 

Combined, ISD 728 students received nearly half of one million dollars in scholarship 
money from area organizations, businesses, universities and academies across 
the country. The Class of 2019 boasts many student-athletes that will continue their 
respective careers in colleges and universities across the nation. But it’s their success 
in the classroom - with state best scores in 2018 on the MCA assessments and high 
performance on national tests like the ACT - that positions this group for future success. 

That, and its unprecedented participation in the district’s Career and Technical Education 
programs, including the new internship program, has created a class ready for the 
world’s workforce. 

“I say it each year - I love you guys,” said Rogers High School Principal Jason Paurus. 
“You make us very proud as educators to do what we do. Congratulations.” 

From all of your ISD 728 staff and family – congratulations to the Class of 2019 and best 
of luck in the future!  Check out more candid photos from the graduation ceremonies at  
www.isd728.org/Classof2019.

Visit us on Facebook & Twitter! 
facebook.com/isd728 •  twitter.com/isd728 



Rogers Elementary STEM Magnet School second graders 
visited the Mill City Museum where they learned histories 
of the flour industry, the river, and the city of Minneapolis.

VandenBerge Middle School Honors Society sold 
roses, then used the money to buy and deliver flowers 

to residents at Guardian Angels.

Twin Lakes Elementary fifth grade students 
engineered their own catapults and  

launched marshmallows.

Westwood Elementary School hosted an Arts and Talents Night on May 16, where visiting 
artist Shane Anderson helped students and community members paint three snow plow 

trucks. The plows will be painted throughout the 2019-2020 winter!

Elk River High School Multicultural Club  
visited Lincoln Elementary School for 

Mix-It-Up Lunch Day.

728 Happenings is prepared by the ISD 728 Communications Department. If you have any questions or news you would like to submit, email us at news@isd728.org.

PRSRT STD
Nonprofit Organization

U.S. Postage
Paid

Elk River, MN
Permit No. 25

11500 193rd Ave. NW, Elk River, MN 55330

Sign-up 
to receive our online newsletter! 
www.isd728.org/eConnection 


