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Elk River Football Coach Steve Hamilton 
Named Vikings Coach of the Week
Steve Hamilton of Elk River High 
School was named the week one 
Gatorade Coach of the Week. Hamilton 
took over the program in 2011 after 
coaching in Michigan and Georgia. 
The Elks are currently 62-28 under his 
guidance including winning the 5A state 
championship in 2016. He also is the 
Varsity Track Coach. Hamilton teaches 
Social Studies and is the co-creator of 
the Economics curriculum. Hamilton believes in positivity as a way of developing 
young people through sport. The Vikings state: “The panel pinpointed Steve as a 
coach who not only makes a difference in the lives of his players on the field, but also 
in the classroom and the community.” 
 
The Vikings and Gatorade are teaming up to honor a Gatorade Coach of the Week 
after each week of games during the high school football season. Coaches are 
chosen based on their contribution on the football field, but more importantly on the 
impact they make within their community and for their student athletes. In addition to 
being recognized in local media for the achievement, the school’s football program 
receives Gatorade product for the season and a $1,000 donation on behalf of the 
Minnesota Vikings!

Sportech Donates Backpacks  
to ISD 728
Longtime ISD 728 partner 
Sportech made Back-to-School a 
bit sweeter for students across the 
district, collecting backpacks for 
30 students and school supplies 
for many others!

Sportech also works with the 
district’s many CTE programs, 
welcoming students for tours, 
participating in Manufacturing  
Day and helping pilot the 
internship programs. 

We are very thankful for  
their support!

AFSCME Honors Becky Grupa of 
Rogers High School with Award
Rogers High School special education 
paraprofessional, Becky Grupa, received some 
special recognition from AFSCME (American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees) in June.

Grupa, who has been working in special education 
for more than 23 years, has served students for 
more than 15 years at the high school. Her focus is 
on students with emotional and behavioral disorders, 
such as attention deficit hyperactivity disorder 
(ADHD), bipolar disorder, anxiety or autism. 

For “her service to her community and for being an 
inspiration to co-workers, she is a winner of AFSCME’s Never Quit Service Award, 
which recognizes public service workers who go above and beyond the call of duty.”

Read the full article by visiting www.isd728.org/RHS-Grupa.

Congratulations, Becky! 

Pictured above: Rachel Hilyar, Assistant Director of 
Prevention & Safety, and Sheila Dokken, Coordinator of 

Prevention & Safety
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Join ISD 728 and the Elk River and I-94 West Chambers, Thursday, October 31, 2019, 
at an informational breakfast for local manufacturers. Learn how to recruit young talent 
using the new ISD 728 CTE Internship Courses and the Youth Skills Training Grant to 
help build your workforce. 
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Mrs. Reining’s PVEMS Kindergarten class learned how 
to be good friends, made a friendship fruit salad and 

promised to never ever be a rotten banana.

Zimmerman Thunder volleyball players volunteered at 
the Fire Department Open House.

Meadowvale Elementary students learned about 
school bus safety and bus evacuations.

Otsego Elementary School held their third annual walk-a-thon and dunk tank festivities 
Friday, September 20. Students had a chance dunk their teachers and help raise 

money for the school.

VandenBerge Middle School students who 
conquered the summer math challenge were 

treated to a special breakfast!
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PRSRT STD
Nonprofit Organization

U.S. Postage
Paid

Elk River, MN
Permit No. 25

11500 193rd Ave. NW, Elk River, MN 55330


