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Teachers Teachmg Teachers Through Dlstrlct Coaching Program

Nina LeSuer and Katie Loza
have a lot in common.

They’re both teachers. Both
work in early elementary edu-
cation. Both teach at Washing-
ton Writers’ Academy. Both love
their jobs and the kids.

But, Loza is starting her sec-
ond year of teaching, while LeSu-
er has 20-plus years of teaching
experience. LeSuer’s decades of
experience are a boon to Koza

through  Kalamazoo  Public
Schools’ coaching and mentoring
program.

The district’s teacher coach-
ing effort is getting added sup-
port thanks to a $190,947 Title II
Part A grant that was announced
by the Michigan Department of
Education in October. It will help
continue in-person and online
training and coaching through
the New Teacher Center (NTC) in

California.

Out of 87 applicants, only six
received grants. Approximately
45 new teachers are participating
in the KPS mentoring program.

“The whole idea is to help
retain teachers in their first few

Veteran teacher Nina LeSuer coaches second-year teacher Katie Loza at
Washington Writers’ Academy. Both say mentoring is helpful for new teachers.

years of teaching — as well as to
help teachers who are serving
as mentors to brush up on their
skills,” said Cindy Green, assis-
tant superintendent for Teaching
and Learning Services.

“It’s important to have peo-

ple who understand the profes-
sion — who are our peer teach-
ers — help make a difference and
help grow achievement,” Green
said. “Having mentors helps
new teachers feel more comfort-
able in knowing what to do next.
The new teachers can have a peer
they can check in with to see how
todo things.”

Johnny Edwards, direc-
tor of secondary education, and
Judy D’Arcangelis, director of el-
ementary education, are leading
the teacher coaching and men-
toring effort in KPS. The grant
will help them develop specific
ways to make the district’s long-
established teacher coaching
more efficient and effective.

Loza and LeSuer meet week-
ly to talk about what’s going on in
the classroom. Loza said she takes

(continued on page 5)

Give the Gift of Reading: Books for a Page-Turnmg Holiday

There is a tradition in Ice-
land called Jolabokaflod, which
means “Christmas book flood.”

It’s simple. On Christmas
Eve, everyone receives a book
and then the family spends the
night cuddled in blankets, sip-
ping hot chocolate, and read-
ing. The tradition grew out of
rationing during World War II,
when paper was one of the few
things not rationed — and thus
books became popular gifts.

Whether or not you want

to immerse yourself in a good
story on Christmas Eve, books
still make wonderful gifts for
those in your family — especial-
ly for young people you want to
encourage to become lifelong
readers.

Maple Street Magnet School
for the Arts sixth-grade teacher
Stephanie Hampton said books
present the perfect opportunity
to connect with person who is
receiving the gift.

“I love reading a book and

thinking about who would
like to read it,” said Hampton,
who was recently named The
Michigan Council of Teachers
of English 2019 Middle School
English Teacher of the Year. “I
also am drawn to certain stories
that remind me of people or
life experiences. Books create

(continued on page 6)

“Sulwe,” by Academy Award-winning
actress Lupita Nyong'o, makes a per-
fect gift for the young child in your life.

Kalamazoo Public Schools is Hiring.
Find information at http://
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com/
Departments/HumanResources/
EmploymentOpportunities
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Before The Promise — and After The Promise

My career with Kalamazoo
Public Schools can largely be di-
vided into two time periods —
B.P. and A.P. — Before Promise
and After Promise.

Kalamazoo Public Schools
has always been a good school
district. I like to point out that
my wife, my father-in-law and
my sons all graduated from Ka-
lamazoo Public Schools. My
grandchildren currently attend
KPS. (I graduated from Gull Lake
High School, but don’t hold that
against me. I did attend Roosevelt
Elementary School and North-
eastern Junior High in Kalamazoo
Public Schools for several years.)

But, before the Promise, KPS
was struggling. We had a very
hard-working  administrative
staff, teachers, support staff, and
board. But we were losing more
and more students, year after
year.

For those who follow school
finance, you’ll understand exact-
ly what the problem was.

Before 1994, Michigan’s
public schools were funded
largely through local property
taxes. But with the approval of

Proposal A, the
state moved to
a new fund-
ing structure
in which the
state allocated
funds based on
the number of
pupils in each
district, cre-
ating what is known as a school
district’s “foundation allow-
ance.” The foundation allowance
is the vast majority of school aid
funding, which represents more
than 85 percent of the district's
budgetary general fund revenue.

As we lost more and more
students, we lost more and more
revenue. As you lose revenue,
you have to cut programs. As you
cut programs, you lose more stu-
dents.

As much as I loved my job
as deputy superintendent for
business and finance, I did not
love cutting programs every
year. Each year, we faced diffi-
cult and painful decisions about
which programs to eliminate,
how many teachers we could
do without, patching together

Gary Start, Interim
Superintendent

David Park: A Retrospective

The Kirk Newman Art School Faculty Review

FREE ART HOP PARTY

Friday. December 6.5-8 pm

Say goodbye to Black Refractions:
Highlights from The Studio Museum in Harlem

FREE ART DETECTIVES
Saturdays, Decl4 + Jan 11, 10:30 am-12 pm for kids 4-8

GALLERY SHOP

December |: Museum Store Sunday
Open 7 days through December 23

WINTER
ART CLASSES

It’s a great time to get out of the house and get creative.
Classes for children, teens, and adults start in January.
Scholarship applications welcome by December 3.

Look for ane-day workshops to try something new!

Free parking. Open until 8 on Thursday & Friday. Children are always free at the KIA.

ways to keep offering curricular
options such as art and music,
which some think are extras, but
which are actually valuable ways
for students to learn about and
experience their world.

The simple truth is that we
were a good district trying to do
good work. But, the other truth
is, we couldn’t improve, because
you can’t improve when every
year you are preoccupied with
dismantling the very system you
should be building up.

I tell people that if I had to
keep working in that environ-
ment, I would probably be re-
tired now. Instead, I’'m serving as
interim superintendent for KPS
this school year — and looking
forward to being able to return to
my old job.

The reason why is simple:
The Kalamazoo Promise.

Thanks to an anonymous
donor — or group of donors —
who believe in the ability of Ka-
lamazoo Public Schools to impact
lives, The Promise was created
to support our children and our
work. The Promise set us on a
new course. It became a stabiliz-

THIS SEASON AT THE KIA

EXHIBITION OPENING RECEPTION
Friday, December 20, 6-8 pm, free

KALAMAZOO INSTITUTE OF ARTS

435'W. South Street

269/349-7775

kiarts.org
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‘.we'rea
completely
different school
district than
we were.”

ing force in our enrollment. And,
having a stable enrollment made
us financially stable.

Inthelate1960s, at the height
of the Baby Boom, KPS had more
than 18,000 students. In the fall
of 2005, we were down to 10,335
students. The first year after The
Promise was announced, our en-
rollment grew by 1,000 students.
And, except for a few minor blips,
we’ve seen modest but steady in-
creases in enrollment since then.
KPS now has about 2,500 more
students than we did in 2005.

That growth occurred at a
time when most Michigan school
districts have been losing stu-
dents because of a shrinking
birth rate and residents leaving
the state following the economic
downturn of 2008.

Rather than shrinking, KPS
has been growing. The growth

We'r
Hiring!

means more stable funding,
which means we can plan and
attack the needs of our students
with more teachers, more sup-
port staff, curricular improve-
ments and offerings such as
music, gym, and art at all grade
levels, and expanded Advanced
Placement classes.

Thanks to the continued
hard work of all of our staff, the
Board of Education, and for-
mer Superintendent Dr. Michael
Rice, we’re a completely differ-
ent school district than we were.
We’re a better school district for
our students, for our staff, and for
the future of our community.

I’'ve never been in the posi-
tion to publicly thank The Prom-
ise donors before. People don’t
turn to the deputy superinten-
dent of finance for those kinds of
statements. But, as interim su-
perintendent I can finally give my
deepest thanks to the generous
donors of The Kalamazoo Prom-
ise. It was, is, and will continue
to be the most amazing gift to our
students and the district.

Thank you for believing in
the power of education.

Bus Drivers

To begin the application process

or for more information, go to:
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com/
Departments/HumanResources.aspx
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KCFeeds Kzoo Food Drive Hopes to Collect 12,500 Pounds of Fool

Kalamazoo Central High
School is upping the stakes once
again in its annual KC Feeds Kzoo
food drive.

Last year, students collected
10,000 pounds of food and more
than $7,700 in monetary dona-
tions. This year, the students are
aiming for 12,500 pounds of food
and more than $9,000 in mon-
etary donations.

Student organizers are
positive that they can exceed
those goals — one, because the
students are committed to the
project, and two, because Ka-
lamazoo is a generous commu-
nity.

Senior Chloe Carlson, presi-
dent of the KC National Honor
Society, which spearheads the
drive, said she had high expecta-
tions last year.

“But, that was nothing
compared to the generosity I
saw of people giving back in our
community,” she said. “Peo-
ple were so kind. Even if they
didn’t receive a flier, they were
willing to give us whatever they
had, whether it was the change
in their pockets, or going into
their cabinets and searching for
food. It was a really warm feel-
ing to see how loving our com-
munity is and how willing they
are to help people in need.

“Sometimes you knocked
on people’s doors and even
though they’d obviously rather
not open them, they opened
them with open arms. It was
cool to see.”

This year’s drive will launch
with food collections at school
beginning Dec. 1 and conclude
on Dec. 14, with the annual Stuff
the Bus event at the Harding’s
Friendly Market on West Main.
In between, there will be neigh-
borhood collections, a char-
ity concert at Old Dog Tavern,
requests for sponsorships and
donations from area businesses,
and food collection boxes at area
establishments.

Maddie Quintanilla, a se-
nior, and the NHS treasurer, has
been participating in the drive
for two years, like Carlson. She

said students love participating
in the event.

“It’s a great cause. We
can see what others are going
through. I love being able to
help others who need it,” Quin-
tanilla said. “We all do. We truly
do care about everybody in our
community. This is the place
where we’ve grown up. It’s our
home.”

Quintanilla and Carlson said
they hope to involve KC’s two
feeder middle schools — Hillside
and Linden Grove in the proj-
ect. And, eventually, they’d love
the program to reach all the way
down to the elementary school
level.

Carlson said students are
very aware of the issues of hun-
ger and food insecurity. They
also see it in the general commu-
nity, but they also see it among
their classmates, who do not
have enough food in their ev-
eryday lives. Providing a stable
source of food is key to improv-

ing the community, she said.

“Knowing we can make a
difference drives us,” she said.

e Stuff the Bus - 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., Dec. 14, Harding’s
Friendly Market, 5161 W. Main
St. Bring donations of canned
goods and cash to help students
stuff a school bus with food for
Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes.
Other donation sites will be at
area businesses around the city.

® Neighborhood collec-
tions. Students will distribute
fliers in select neighborhoods.
On Dec. 14, students will go
door-to-door in those neigh-
borhoods to collect food from
residents and to collect food left
out for the drive.

® KC Feeds Kzoo Charity
Concert with the Out of Favor
Boys and the Kaitlin Rose Duo,
6-9 p.m. Dec. 12, Old Dog Tav-
ern, 402 E. Kalamazoo Ave. $5
cover includes one raffle ticket,
other raffle tickets available for
purchase.

HELP US

FEED THE
KALAMAZIOD

AREA

Harding’s Friendly Market

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

Saturday
December
14th, 2019:
9 am-2 pm

Your Loeal
Meighborhoods
Downtown

Mall

DECEMBER 12TH, 6-9 PM

AT OLD DOB TAVERN!

$5 COVER [INCLUDES

ADDITIONAL
TICKETS SOLD

DOZENS OF
PRIZES!

BOYS!

All proceeds go to Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes

TG

nEcvcu
,immrnnsn

WE COLLECT:

CELL PHONES, TABLETS,

& COMPUTERS

Visit: kalcounty.com/hhw
Gall: 373-5211

Email: hhwecenter@kalcounty.com

for detailed materials accepted and
FREE recycling participation areas.

HOURS: Tues. & Fri 8 am.-1nm
Wed 12 pm. - 6 pam,

Znd 531 8 am.- 12 p.m. (clased in Ang. & SepL on Sa1.)

1301 Lamont Ave. - Kext 1o Fairgrouns

RC FEEDS KZ00
CHARITY CONCERT
LIVE MUSIC FROM THE

KAITLIN ROSE DUO &
THE OUT OF FAVOR

December 2019
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KPS Graduates in Action

Stephanie Hampton: MI 2019 Middle School English Teacher of the Year

Teaching a love of reading
and writing — and kindness —
are the core missions of Maple
Street Magnet School for the
Arts English teacher Stephanie
Hampton.

And, her success and
commitment to those goals
helped her earn the title of 2019
Middle School English Teacher
of the Year from the Michigan
Council of Teachers of English.

Hamptonisa 2006 Loy Norrix
High School graduate, who went
on to earn her bachelor’s and
master’s degrees from Western
Michigan University. She has
taught at Maple since 2012. She
taught for two years with the
Alternative Learning Program
before moving to Maple, where
she is now a sixth-grade English
Language Arts teacher.

“I decided I wanted to be a
teacher while going to Loy Norrix
High School,” Hampton said.
“I loved talking about books,
and refound a love of reading
that I had been missing since
childhood. Books and talking

i e ]
|8 e ) S ]
IN CONCERT

January 25 | 3 p.m.
Big screen movie with full
dialog and sound effects —
KSO performs the score

about books continue to be a
huge source of inspiration for my
teaching.”

Nominees for Teacher of
the Year must demonstrate a
commitment to creating a caring
and respectful climate, have
a keen ability for meeting the
developmental needs of middle
level learners, utilize a variety
of teaching methodologies, and
offer lessons are characterized by
originality.

She said she has an affinity
for middle school students and
all of the changes and challenges
they are going through.

“Middle school is a powerful
transitional time,” she said. “Our
students are largely starting to
try to figure out who they are
and who they want to be. There
is a huge difference between
sixth grade and eighth grade.
As middle school teachers, we
get to have a role in this time of
change.”

Her passion for writing
extends beyond the school. She
is a teacher-blogger at www.

—

February 2 | 3 p.m.

Family-friendly concert

featuring music, story-telling,

drumming, and dance

ALL TIGKETS QLY 35**
s 4

-

VvV VIS

STUDENT TICKETS AS LOW AS 3750* . R

TchETs KalamazooSymphony.com | 269.349.7759

Maple Street Middle School English teacher Stephanie Hampton

writingmindset.org. Hampton
helps coordinate summer writing
camps through Read And Write
Kalamazoo and WMU’s Third
Coast Camp for Young Writers.
She also serves as a facilitator

KALAMAZOO
SYMPHONY

ORCHESTRA

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON
December 13 | 8 p.m.

With the Kalamazoo
Children’s Chorus

* Student discount tickets must be
purchased by phone.
** No further discounts apply to
Family Discovery concerts.

Call for student, teacher, veteran,
and first responder, discounts!

[ m"‘

for Culturally Responsiveness
Training and Maple’s School
Improvement Team and is in
the 2019-2020 National Writing
Project C3WP Cohort at WMU.

If she could give one piece
of advice for parents, she said
it would be to “focus on the joy
of writing. Let kids know that
writing is a way that we express
thoughts, feelings, and can
nurture imagination. Writing is
about exploration and curiosity.
It is not meant to be something
that is unpleasant or boring.”

Joy infuses her own work —
as does gratitude.

“The goal has always been to
enjoy the work: the creation of
an engaging lesson, the reading
and writing and talking I do with
students, and the ups and downs
of everyday teaching,” she said.
“What a gift to have the work that
Ilove validated and celebrated.”

Hampton was recognized at
the annual Fall Conference of the
Michigan Council of Teachers of
English in October at the Kellogg
Hotel and Conference Center
in East Lansing. The Michigan
Council of Teachers of English
(MCTE) is the state affiliate of the
National Council of Teachers of

English, an organization for K-16
English language arts teachers.

Here are Hampton’s Top 5
goals as a teacher:

#1 Giving my students time
to read and reading to and with
them. The single act of promoting
a love of reading is the best thing
I can do on a daily basis. I want
to show kids that I love reading,
they can love reading even if they
hate it now, and books can be
ways to show that we are humans
with our own stories.

#2 Using books to show that
my students can be authors and
accomplished writers. I have
been on a mission to put diverse
and relevant books in front of my
students, and then ask how I am
teaching my students to look at
those books and write like the
authors of those books.

#3 We are lucky in that we
have a librarian in our building.
Ninety-two percent of buildings
in the State of Michigan are
not served by certified school
librarians. Being 47th in the
nation in staffing schools
with media specialists is just
embarrassing.

#4 1 push each day for
kindness. Being nice gives us
hope. Even on a bad day, there
is hope. Empathy and kindness
are my main priorities right next
to reading. We don’t have bad
kids. We have kids who try to
push us out, and who have been
shown that reading sucks. We
have kids that think their ideas
don’t matter, so why would they
try writing them down? We have
some kids that we feel like we
won’t be able to reach. We have
to continue to try.

#5 Lastly, I want to focus on
writing for the joy of writing. My
students are given free writing
time in class, and this is their
favorite part of the week because
I let them be free. The idea is
simple: Write about what makes
you happy. Any lesson that allows
our students to be themselves, we
have to make time for it.

4 | EXCELSIOR
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EXCEISIOR Teachers Teaching Teachers (continuca from page 1

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
NOTICE

Kalamazoo Public Schools welcomes all
students and staff of any religion, race,
color, national origin, age, sex, preg-
nancy, gender identification, height,
weight, familial status, marital status,
sexual orientation, and disability.

The District will not tolerate or
condone any act of bias or discrimina-
tion toward any person on the basis of
religion, race, color, national origin,
age, sex, pregnancy, gender identifi-
cation, height, weight, familial status,
marital status, sexual orientation, and
disability in any of its activities, hiring
practices, programs or services.

Inquiries by students and/or their par-
ents/guardians should be directed to:

Director of
Student Services
Kalamazoo Public Schools
1220 Howard Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0161

All other inquiries should be directed to:

Assistant Superintendent of
Human Resources
Kalamazoo Public Schools
1220 Howard Street
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0177

District Directory at :
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

BOARD OF EDUCATION

President
Patti Sholler-Barber

Vice President
Ken Greschak

Secretary
Jennie Hill

Treasurer
TiAnna Harrison

Trustee
Jermaine Jackson

Trustee
Tandy Moore

Trustee
Jason Morris

INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT
Gary Start

Advertise in:

EXCELSIOR

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Mailed to Every
Household in Kalamazoo

383-4433

Put Your Marketing
Dollars to Work!

advantage of the district coach-
ing as well as the guidance of a
Kalamazoo Regional Educational
Service Agency coach who visits
the school.

“Coaches give you a lot of
great feedback,” Loza said. “The
opportunity to collaborate has
made my first years of teaching a
lot easier.”

During one mentoring ses-
sion. Loza and LeSuer talked
about one child that Loza was
having trouble connecting with.
LeSuer suggested interviewing
the child to learn more about
her and to use that information
to build a better relationship.
She also offered the possibility of
connecting Loza with the KRESA
behavior coach for extra input on
how to work with the student.

LeSuer, who has been men-
toring for about eight years in
KPS, said she benefitted from
coaching and mentoring when
she was a young teacher in Min-
neapolis.

“I feel like it made a differ-
ence in terms of my longevity as
an educator,” LeSuer said. “That
early support helped me learn
how to trust my instincts and to
build confidence in the classroom.

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

All of those things helped me have
along, successful career.”

The NTC training sets up a
series of observation periods,
where coaches watch the teach-
ers work in the classroom and
offer suggestions. Coaches help
new teachers with tasks such as
taking information from the cur-
riculum and developing or align-
ing their lesson plans with that
curriculum. Teachers and men-
tors can also discuss how to work
on issues such as attendance, test
scores, and instructional prac-
tices to create optimal environ-
ments for student learning.

NTC has worked with educa-
tional institutions for more than
20 years to define the character-
istics and fundamental elements
of high-quality mentoring to ac-
celerate teacher effectiveness and
promote equitable outcomes for
students.

Improving teacher coach-
ing and mentoring is one of the
Michigan Department of Edu-
cation’s Top 10 in 10 initiatives,
and the grant is a federal push
designed specifically to cultivate
outside resources to help schools
build better mentoring programs
for new teachers.

Chef Shaun - KPS FOOD SERVICE CHEF

Almond Herb Pate

Happy Holidays, Kalamazoo!
This delicious paté can be
served on top of crackers or
on sliced veggies, such as
cucumbers, golden beets,
or large carrots. It makes a
lovely appetizer or a tasty
(and healthy!) snack. Ring
in your winter holiday with
family and friends by shar-
ing this healthy treat — and
stay warm! Best Regards,
Chef Shaun

Ingredients

1Y cup of almonds soaked for
2-3 hours in water then
drained

34 cup raw pine nuts

2 cloves of garlic

3 tablespoons lemon juice

1 tablespoon of sea salt

/2 cup of water

1 teaspoon of basil pesto

1/2 cup of fresh herbs, such as
basil, rosemary, or thyme

DENOOYER
WINTER BREAK

Shaun Robinson is the district chef
for Chartwells at KPS Food Service.

Instructions

1. Combine all ingredients, except
herbs, in a food processor bowl
and pulse until a coarse consis-
tency. Blend in fresh herbs.

2. Garnish with sprigs of pars-
ley, finely chopped herbs,
sliced cherry tomato, dehy-
drated leeks/onions or the most
cancer-fighting of all — broc-
coli sprouts or broccoli micro-
greens. For a seasonal touch,
place some fresh mint and cran-
berries on your dipping bowl to
resemble holly.

Serves: 6

5 2

Get out of the
cold and join
the fun ot the
Air Zoo this

winter break!

CEMBER

JANUARY 2

3, 1MMTAM-3PM

Free with general admission,
sponsored by Denooyer Chevrolet!

ZOO’

: Saience Ex ¥pPperenc F'J

December 2019

6161 Portaga Rd.
Portage, MI 43002

Exit78 off of I-84
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Give the Gift of Reading: Books for a Page-Turning Holiday (continucd from page 1

amazing opportunities  for
conversations, therefore, they
make the best gifts because they
bring us together!”

Susan Warner, director of
youth services for Kalamazoo
Public Library, said she starts
her book shopping by thinking
of books that she has enjoyed,
but if she knows what the reader
likes, she tries to find something
that fits their reading interests.

“When choosing for a child,
I try to remember what they
have recently read and liked;
then I look for others that are
at that reading level and books
just a little harder to give them
a stretch,” she said. Include the
receipt when possible, in case
the recipient has already read
that book.

Patricia Richardson, the
acquisitions and cataloging li-
brarian for Kalamazoo Public
Schools, said, “I generally only
give books as gifts about sub-
jects (or kinds of stories/char-
acters) that I know the child is
interested in. I like gifts to be
about them, not about me or
what I think they should read.”

Mostly, she said, she checks
to make sure the subject matter
is at about the right age level for
that child or teen.

“No Stephen King for a fifth
grader, even if they do like scary
stories,” Richardson said.

Warner and Richardson
also encouraged gift givers to
think about graphic novels,
which were once looked down
upon.

“There is such a wide range
of fiction and nonfiction graphic
novels for young kids to older
teens,” Richardson said. “For
adults who are concerned that
they aren’t ‘real reading,’” I
recommend that we all let go
of our notions of what ‘real
reading’ is. Graphic novels often
have complex storylines and
vocabulary. They are also fun
and anytime we can help a child
connect reading with fun is
worthwhile.

“Along those lines, I also
recommend picture books and

graphic novels that have no
words. Imagination gets acti-
vated as kids figure out the story
from the pictures.”

And, Warner has one more
tip to make book gift giving
even more personal and fun.

“One of the most fun birth-
day gifts I gave my grandkids
when they were younger was
a coupon for a trip together to
Bookbug to buy any book they
wanted,” she said. “We did that
for many years and had such
fun! They spent a long time
finding just the perfect book, no
parents, just us.”

Below is a list of book sug-
gestions from Hampton, War-
ner, Richardson and other read-
ing advocates. And, here are a
list of book lists, recommended
by the American Library Asso-
ciation, which may give other
gift possibilities:

ALSC Recommended Books
— The Association for Library
Service to Children.

Batchelder Awards — Prize
is given to an American pub-
lisher republishing — in English
— the most outstanding foreign
language children’s book.

Belpré Medal — Award is
presented to a Latino/Latina
writer and illustrator whose
work best celebrates the Latino
culture.

Booklist Reader — Chil-
dren’s Literature — A part of the
American Library Association.

Caldecott Medal and Hon-
ors — Award is given by the
Association for Library Service
to Children to the artist of the
most distinguished American
picture book.

Coretta Scott King Awards
— Given to African American
authors and illustrators.

Geisel Award — Award giv-
en for outstanding book for be-
ginning readers.

Newbery Medal & Honors
list — Award from the Associa-
tion for Library Service to Chil-
dren for distinguished contri-
bution to American literature
for children.

Notable Children’s Books —
Association for Library Service
to Children list of the best of the
best in children’s books.

Sibert Medal — Honors
nonfiction works for children.

Bill Caskey — Kalamazoo
Public Library, lead children’s
librarian.

“Sulwe” by Lupita Nyong’o
— In this stunning debut picture
book, actress Lupita Nyong’o
creates a whimsical and heart-
warming story to inspire chil-
dren to see their own beauty.

CHLATOR OF CAFTAN LARTHERANTE

“Fetch-22” by Dav Pilkey
- This is the eagerly anticipated
next “Dog Man” graphic novel.
Can Petey and Dog Man stop
fighting like cats and dogs long
enough to put their paws to-
gether and work as a team?
“The Crossover” by Kwame
Alexander with illustrations by
Dawud Anyabwile — This new
graphic novel adaptation of the
acclaimed middle-grade novel
is beautiful and moving, wheth-
er or not you’re a basketball fan.
“A Ray of Light” by Walter
Wick — This visually stunning
informational book is all about
light. A companion to Wick’s
critically acclaimed “A Drop of
Water,” the author/illustrator
explains light with fascinating
images and accessible text.
“Tristan Strong Punches
a Hole in the Sky” by Kwame
Mbalia — This epic fantasy for
middle-grade readers is set in
a richly imagined world popu-
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lated with African American
folk heroes and African gods.
The book is from author Rick
Riordan’s (“Percy Jackson”)
imprint Rick Riordan Presents,
which promotes adventure and
fantasy novels by authors from
underrepresented cultures and
backgrounds.

“Pumpkinheads” by Rain-
bow Rowell and Faith Erin Hicks
— High school seniors Josiah
and Deja are working their very
last shift together at the pump-
kin patch. They decide to make
it a memorable one.

Angela Justice — Kalama-
zoo Public Schools, coordinator
for English language arts, social
studies, and library services.

“Sulwe” by Lupita Nyong’o
(Gr. K-2) — Academy Award-
winning actress Lupita Nyong’o
shares a story of a little girl who
is inspired to love herself and
her unique beauty.

“A Wrinkle in Time” by

Madeline I’Engle (Gr. 3-5) —
This science fiction-fantasy
classic follows siblings as they
search through time and space
for their father.

jason reynolds

“Look Both Ways” by Jason
Reynolds (Gr. 6-9) — Ten short
stories about kids walking home
from school — that all take place
on the same day.

“Trevor Noah: Born a
Crime” (Gr. 9-12) — “The Daily
Show” host’s memoir about
growing up biracial during
aparthied in South Africa is fun-
ny, inspiring, and compelling.

Sue Warner — Kalama-
zoo Public Library, director of
youth services.

Picture Books

“Hey Dog” by Tony John-
son — A boy cares for, feeds, and
helps an abused stray dog learn
to trust humans again.

“First Laugh Welcome,
Baby” by Rose Ann Tahe and
Nancy Bo Flood, illustrated by
Jonathan Nelson — A Navajo
family welcomes a new baby
into the family with love and
ceremony, eagerly waiting for
that special first laugh.

(continued on page 7)
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Give the Gift of Reading: Books for a Page-Turmng Hollday (continued from page 6)

“My Papi Has a Motorcycle”
by Isabel Quintero, illustrated
by Zeke Pena — When Daisy Ra-
mona zooms around her neigh-
borhood with her papi on his
motorcycle, she sees the people
and places she’s always known
— but she also sees a rapidly
changing community.

Juvenile Fiction
“Look Both Ways” by Jason
Reynolds — A collection of 10
short, inter-connected stories
about students walking home
from the same school.
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“Other Words for Home”
by Jasmine Warga — Sent to live
with a relative in Cincinnati,
Jude worries about the family
she leaves behind in war-torn
Syria while adjusting to a new
life filled with unexpected sur-
prises.

Teen Fiction

“With the Fire on High” by
Elizabeth Acevedo — Emoni is
overwhelmed by the responsi-
bilities of caring for her daugh-
ter and her abuela. The one place
she blossoms is in the kitchen,
but with life’s pressures will she
find time for her school’s new
culinary arts class?

“Shout” by Laurie Halse
Anderson — Known for the un-
flinching way she writes about,
and advocates for, sexual assault
survivors, Anderson has writ-
ten a poetry memoir that is as
vulnerable as it is rallying.

Adult Books

“Nickel Boys” by Colson

Whitehead — As the Civil Rights
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movement begins to reach seg-
regated Tallahassee, Elwood
Curtis in on his way to enroll in
the local black college. An inno-
cent mistake destroys that fu-
ture and sends him to a juvenile
reformatory, called the Nickel
Academy.

“Moment of Lift” by Me-
linda Gates — A call to action
for women’s empowerment by
the chair of the Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation identifies the
link between women’s equality
and societal health, sharing up-
lifting insights by international
advocates in the fight against

gender bias.
“Climate Justice” by Mary
Robinson — Robinson shows

how economic, political, and
civil rights are connected to ac-
cess to food, water, and healthy
living conditions. Climate jus-
tice is the idea that we must in-
tervene to halt the suffering of
the most vulnerable populations
caused by the actions of wealthy
nations and corporations.

Patricia Richardson — Ka-
lamazoo Public Schools, acqui-
sitions and cataloging librarian.

Early Readers

“Thirty Minutes Over Or-
egon: A Japanese Pilot’s World
War II Story” by Marc Tyler
Nobleman — This nonfiction
picture book tells the amazing
story of forgiveness and rec-
onciliation between a Japanese
pilot and the town that he tried
to bomb during World War II.
A touching story about the toll
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war takes on those who fight.

“A Stone Sat Still” by Bren-
dan Wenzel — The author of
“They All Saw a Cat” returns
with small stories that explore
the relationship between wild-
life and habitat. A great read for
children and adults.

“How to Read a Book”
by Kwame Alexander — The
award-winning poet compares
reading a book to eating a cle-
mentine — from peeling back
the skin to enjoying it section by
section.

Pete*Cat
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“Pete the Kitty” and “Pete
the Cat” I Can Read Series by
James Dean — “Pete the Cat”
books are some of the most pop-
ular selections in KPS libraries.
If you want to thrill your young

reader, “Pete” books are a good
bet.

“Yasmin” series by Saadia
Faruqi — Another popular series

with KPS students, Yasmin is a
spirited second grader whose
imagination is inspired by her
surroundings. Her multi-gen-
erational  Pakistani-American
family delights readers.
Chapter Books
“Two Dogs in a Trench
Coat” series by Julie Falatko
— When their human Stewart

seems saddened by this thing

called “school,” Waldo and
Sassy don a trench coat an in-
filtrate his school by posing as a
new student.

Book for All Ages

“Breaking News” by Sarah
Lynne Reul — Reul has tips for
how adults — and children —
can find hope and calm in the
face of the difficult and dark
things going on in the world.
She provides valuable thoughts
on community, resilience, and
optimism.

Stephanie Hampton — Ma-
ple Street Magnet School for the
Arts, sixth-grade English Lan-
guage Arts teacher.

“The Parker Inheritance”
by Varion Johnson — A 12-year-
old girl moves to her grand-
mother’s house and finds a
mysterious letter hinting at
tragedy and fortune.

“Genesis Begins Again”
by Alicia D. Williams — Gen-
esis keeps a list of 96 things she
hates about herself in this debut
novel about overcoming inter-
nalized racism and verbal abuse.

“The Bridge Home” by
Padma Venkatraman — Two
outcast sisters find shelter on
an abandoned bridge in the city
of Chennai, where they make
friends with two homeless
brothers.

“Tristan Strong Punches
a Hole in the Sky” by Kwame
Mbalia — The likes of John Hen-
ry and Br'er Rabbit do battle
with African gods in this fantasy
novel.
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METRO

Connecting People
Throughout
Kalamazoo County

Here for You
Seven Days a Week

269.337.8222
kmetro.com
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Middle School Students Explore Joh
Optlons with MiCareerQuest Southwest Win Awards
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Jada Mongeau-Harris talks to a Kalamazoo Valley Commu-
nity College presenter about health care careers.

Kalamazoo Public Schools
eighth-grade students explored
hands-on activities and met
professionals in a wide-range
of careers at the fifth annual
MiCareerQuest Southwest held
at the Kalamazoo County Expo
Center Oct. 29-30.

During the two-day career
fair, students explored opportu-
nities in future in-demand careers
from four industries: health and
natural sciences, manufactur-

Maple Street
Magnet School
for the Arts

ing and engineering, professional
trades, and technology. More than
80 business and industry partners
attended the career fair.

Some of the vendor par-
ticipants  included  Bronson
Healthcare Group, CSM Group,
Flowserve, Graphic Packaging In-
ternational, Humphrey Products,
Kalamazoo Valley Community
College, Michigan State Police,
Miller-Davis, Pfizer Inc., Schupan
& Sons Inc., Stryker, and Western

$3 for students
$6 for adults

voung@parl
Thors December Sth - Sun 8th, 2019

Lincoln International Studies School
912 N. Burdick St.

Show starts nightly at 7pm | Matinee Sunday only at 3pm
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Rlad Heydarzade tries a chemical experiment at the table
run by Charles River Laboratories.

Michigan University.

The career exploration field
trip is sponsored in part by
workforce development orga-
nizations Southwest Michigan
First, Michigan Works! South-
west, Flowserve Corporation,
and Kalamazoo RESA.

“MiCareerQuest Southwest
offers a dynamic approach to ca-
reer exploration and creates a
space that provides youth with
hands-on opportunities to ex-
plore career pathways,” said Jakki
Bungart-Bibb, Michigan Works!
Southwest Deputy Director of
Operations. “Michigan Works!
Southwest appreciated this year’s
high quality, high impact event
and the opportunity for ongoing
partnership and sponsorship.”

For more information about
MiCareerQuest, visit www.
micareerquestsw.org.

Y

Scholarships Available

KPS Financial Statements

For the fifth straight year,
Kalamazoo Public Schools has
received honors in financial re-
porting from the Association of
School Business Officials Inter-
national and the Government
Finance Officers Association for
its annual audit report with the
accounting firm of Plante Moran

The district received a Cer-
tificate of Excellence in Finan-
cial Reporting from ASBO and
a Certificate of Achievement for
Excellence in Finance Reporting
from GFOA.

Jeff Egberts, a partner with
Plante Moran, said in his report
to the KPS Board of Education
on Oct. 10 that in the opinion
of the auditors, the district’s
financial statements are fairly
represented in all respects to
GAAP — or Generally Accepted
Accounting Practices.

“That is the highest level of
opinion you can receive (on an
audit),” Egberts said. “And it is
one the district has received for
years and years and years, for as
long as I've been around. There
were no findings or questioned
costs to report.”

Egberts noted that KPS
not only prepares a financial
report, but actually creates a
Comprehensive Annual Finan-
cial Report (CAFR), which is
an enhanced financial report

FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

JOIN
TODAY!

For a better
community.

For a better us.

kzooymca.org

with more details than a regu-
lar report. KPS has done so for
the past six years. Egberts and
Interim Superintendent Gary
Start both praised Laura Kayser,
KPS business manager, for her
work tracking the district’s fi-
nancial operations.

The district prepares and is-
sues financial statements to or-
ganizations, but it is up to audi-
tors to review those statements
to ensure they are fair and accu-
rate, Start told the board.

Egberts said that people of-
ten think about school districts in
terms of the education they pro-
vide and sometimes forget that
districts tend to be very large and
complex financial systems.

“People forget the size and
magnitude of this entity,” he
said. “It’s a school district but
also a large business operation.”

Egberts noted that the dis-
trict budget had revenues in ex-
cess of $157 million — and the au-
dit found the budget variance to
be less than 4 tenths of 1 percent.

“That represents a truly
outstanding effort on the part
of the administration and all the
way down,” he said.

Board Vice President Ken
Greschak noted that the strong
audit results in better bond rat-
ings, which means lower inter-
est rates for the district. “So, it
saves us money.”

Greschak also said the re-
port underlines the financial
strength and stability of the
district, which should result in
making KPS more appealing to
potential candidates in the dis-
trict’s search for a new superin-
tendent.

Board President Patti
Sholler-Barber said the strong
audit creates a solid financial
base that makes it easier for
the district to serve children,
by doing things such as hiring
teachers and bus drivers, and
implementing new programs.
“It’s like having your health,”
she said. “Without your health
you have nothing.”

December 2019
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Helping Students Change Lives, Commumty Through Ser\uce

Ten years ago, the for-
mer director of the Kalamazoo
Deacons Conference saw a lot
of young people come into the
nonprofit to receive services,
but she didn’t often see those
urban youth come in to vol-
unteer at the charity, which
provides clothing, household
items, and job training services
to community members.

“She thought it shouldn’t
be like this, that our kids also
have a lot of give. But they don’t
see the value in themselves and
the capacity they have to give,”
said Jeaninne Sytsema.

The Deacons’ Conference
started Urban Youth for Af-
rica, and Sytsema was named
director of the program which
provides students with the op-
portunity for volunteer work
in Kalamazoo and Africa. Two
years ago, the program became
an independent organization
and renamed itself Inner-City
Youth for Change.

This summer Sytsema led a
team of eight Kalamazoo Public
Schools students on a two-week
trip to Sierra Leone, where they
attended a youth camp, helped
paint at a community center,
and gave funds that they raised
to a college student in Sierra
Leone.

“When they presented the
money to Medo (the student),
he fell to his knees and said he
hadn’t known how he was go-
ing to be able to pay for his next
semester,” Sytsma said. “It was
a chilling experience for them to
give him this money they had
worked so hard for.”

The trip is always an eye-
opening experience for stu-
dents, she said. They had to
learn how people communicate
in different cultures, saw the
school environment, and wit-
nessed extreme poverty. Chil-
dren played in pools of water
where animals bathed. The Ka-
lamazoo students had to help
find money and medicine to
help a child with an infected
foot.

Kalamazoo Central sopho-

Inner-City Youth for Change traveled to Sierra Leone for community service this summer. Team members

were, front row, from left: Executive Director Jeaninne Butler-Sytsema, Amy Clabin, Dorien Watts,
Archion Streeter, Quincy Ellis, Mariah Crenshaw, Danaja Clay; back row, adult leader Nicholas Baxter,

Terrence Bell I, and adult leader Heather Mitchell.

more Archion Streeter said the
trip changed his life. Before go-
ing to Africa, he did not care
what others said.

“I did what I wanted to do,
before the trip,” Streeter said. “I
used to always want things and
would be mad if I couldn’t get
it. Now, I don’t care about none
of that. I don’t get mad all the
time, and I'm more respectful
to adults.”

Kalamazoo Central senior
Dorien Watts said the trip was
inspirational. “It was emotion-
al to see what people are going
through over there. It was very
different from what I'm used to
having here in America. They
don’t have a lot of the resources
that we do, like running water
and drinking water.”

Despite their lack of re-
sources, the people are wonder-
fully open. “What affected me
most was their overall compas-
sion. They welcomed us with
open arms. They made sure we
had everything that we needed,”
she said.

The program is about mak-
ing these trips to expose stu-
dents to the greater world, but
more importantly the trips and
the program are a way for stu-

Inner-City Youth for Change students Quincy Ellis and Archion Streeter talk with
boys from the slums of Kroo Bay in Sierra Leone.

dents to see how they can have
an impact on the world, Syt-
sema said. In the group’s twice
monthly meetings, they share
their own stories and talk about
how they can help others.

“We guide them in seeing
they can change their future,
they can change the trajectory
of their lives with the choices
they make,” Sytsema said.

Among their service proj-
ects in Kalamazoo are: raising

money for the homeless, serv-
ing at the Kalamazoo Gospel
Mission, organizing a senior cit-
izen prom — complete with red
carpet and disc jockey — and a
fun day at LaCrone Park with
the Kalamazoo Public Safety
Department, which promotes
outdoor play, sportsmanship
and positive relationships be-
tween public safety and the
community.

“If someone wants to know

Inner-City Youth for Change team members share their
first meal in Sierra Leone.

how they can better themselves,
they should join the program,”
Watts said. “It helped me be-
come a better person and to be
more compassionate and help-
ful with the people around me.
It helped me become more social
and open and willing to talk. It’s
helped me be comfortable with
them, and made it so they can
feel comfortable with me.”

The program is looking for
current high school sophomores
and juniors for the next group of
participants. The program used
to be a one-year commitment,
but recently expanded to a two-
year format to provide stu-
dents were more support. With
the new two-year format, the
group will alternate trips to Af-
rica with locations such as Haiti,
with service learning project in
the United States.

“Students come back after
our time in Africa and are even
more excited about giving and
doing and being connected and
making a difference,” Sytsema.
“Their skills are just develop-
ing. We don’t want them to
have a sense of being abandoned
— right as they are ready to go.
This way we can be available to
them longer.”

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com
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Promise Honors Staff W|th "You Make a Difference” Awards

This summer, The Kalama-
zoo Promise recognized 24 ex-
ceptional Kalamazoo Public
Schools teachers and staff at the
“You Make a Difference” award
celebration.

The Kalamazoo Promise
asked each school in Kalamazoo
Public Schools to select one
individual who is truly “making
a difference in the lives of young
people” and has demonstrated
creative and innovative services
to assist their school to exceed its
goals.

The award criteria allows
for all school staff, including
contract staff, to be nominated.
All teachers, bus drivers,
custodians, administrators,
secretaries, counselors, and food
service workers are eligible to
receive this award. Each award
winner was nominated and
selected by his or her peers and
colleagues.

“For this event, we wanted
to recognize those truly
extraordinary individuals who
make our schools places where
our children can learn to succeed
and prepare to take advantage

of The Kalamazoo Promise. The
“‘You Make a Difference Award’
is about honoring those who
demonstrate a high level of
commitment and excellence
to their students,” said Von

Washington Jr., The Kalamazoo
Promise’s executive director for
community relations.
Announced in 2005, The
Promise put all KPS high school
students, who meet attendance

Her heart cries out.

A struggllng child needs a listening ear, someone to trust.

v %

Parents have found help
that makes a difference.

THE
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and residency requirements, in
the enviable position of having
tuition scholarships to any
community college or public
university in the state. In 2015,
a select group of private colleges
in the Michigan College Alliance,
was added to the mix.

The 2019 You Make a Difference

Awardees:

Arcadia Elementary School —
Jennifer Wright

Edison Environmental Science
Academy — Erika Zavasky

El Sol Elementary School —
Israel Catarino

Greenwood Elementary School
— Jami Skinner

Hillside Middle School —
Matthew LaFeve

Kalamazoo Central High School
— Rex Hafer

Kalamazoo Innovative Learning
Program — Lisa Thomas

King-Westwood Elementary
School — Sandie Lundquist

Lincoln International Studies

First Row: Sherrie Gamble, Lisa Thomas, Jami Sklnner, Aaron Mason, Erika Zavasky Mandy Clearwaters, Israel Catarino, Francie Mills. Second Row: Tanya Parker,
Mary Spiewak, Courtney Horn, Dana Calloway, Dawn Hosler, Jennifer Wright, Sandie Lundquist, Scott Hunsinger. Third Row: Rex Hafer, John Buchanan, Victor Rumph,
Jacqueline Hampton-Gardner, Donna Partin, Thomas Unangst.

Maple Street Magnet School for
the Arts — Thomas Unangst

Middle School Alternative
Learning Program — Francie
Mills

Milwood Elementary School —
Mary Spiewak

Milwood Magnet School: A
Center for Math, Science and
Technology —Tanya Parker

Northeastern Elementary School
— Victor Rumph

Northglade Montessori Magnet
School — Donna Partin

Parkwood-Upjohn Elementary
School — Jennifer Boyer

Phoenix High School — Scott
Hunsinger

Spring Valley Center for
Exploration — Sherrie
Gamble

Washington Writers’ Academy
— Aaron Mason

Winchell Elementary School —
Mandy Clearwaters

Woods Lake Elementary: A
Magnet Center for the Arts —
Dawn Hosler

School — Courtney Horn Woodward School for
Linden Grove Middle School — Technology and Research —
John Buchanan Dana Calloway
Loy Norrix High School
269.344.0202 fcsource.org 1608 Lake Street, Kalamazoo — Jacqueline Hampton-
Gardner
0 | EXCELSIOR December 2019 www.kalamazoopublicschools.com



Chartwells, KVCC Pair Up
to Bring Fresh Produce to KPS

Kalamazoo Public Schools
is collaborating with Kalama-
zoo Valley Community College’s
Food Innovation Center to bring
more locally grown, fresh pro-
duce to students. The KVCC
Food Hub works on bridging the
needs of farmers with others in
the food chain by helping with
food processing.

The farmers bring their pro-
duce to the Food Hub, a licensed
food processing facility, where
it can be washed, chopped, and
packed for use by hospitals, res-
taurants and schools.

Christina  Haller, with
Chartwells Food Service, which
provides food service for KPS,
said the hope is to use the Food

Hub to tap produce from lo-
cal producers, such as Cinzori
Farms in Ceresco. They pro-
vided the summer squash and
zucchini that KPS Chef Shaun
Robinson prepared for students
at El Sol Elementary recently.
Robinson prepared the squash
with roasted garlic and fresh
basil for students to sample.

WINTER BREAK
2019-20

FAMILY
PERFORMANCES
12 PM | FREE

DEC 27: BENJAMMIN

Sing, Dance & Play
Instruments In An Interactive
Concert

DEC 30: GEMINI IN CONCERT
Music & Songs

DEC 31: JOE REILLY
Sing Along to Songs About

Elizabeth Ramos reaches for sauteed zucchini and summer

squash. Chef Shaun Robinson prepared it fresh for the
students to try at El Sol Elementary.

Chef Shaun Robinson prepares freshly sauteed summer
squash and zucchini with roasted garlic and basil for
students at El Sol Elementary.

GET READY FOR %
WINTER SEMESTER |

DECEMBERDS | 3-6 PM

ANNA WHITTEN HALL - ARCADIA COMMONS CAMPUS

* APPLY TO KALAMAZOO VALLEY

Nature & Finding Peace

JAN 2: JOHN DUDLEY
Interactive Magic Show

FREE GENERAL ADMISSION

PLANETARIUM SHOWS
WEEKDAYS THROUGH JAN 3

$3/PERSON

. "'. * RECEIVE FINANCIAL AID
\ APPLICATION ASSISTANCE = |
* COMPLETE PLACEMENT TESTING o T TEI RS '-""',:"“::,n-.-;_
- /- o
o MEET WITH A COUNSELOR - o l.j:-.
¢ ENROLL IN CLASSES "
@ The Kalamazoo Valley Museum is operated by Kalamazoo Valley
. Community College and is governed by its Board of Trustees
Free and Open to the Public ! a 3 I! Ka la mazo DVALLEY
Questions? Call 269.488.4100 s 9
D L o i
WINTER SEMESTER
STARTS JANUARY 7 T
AND WE WANT TO KalamazooVALLEY
SEE YOU HERE! community college 269.373.7990 | 800.772.3370
kalamazoomuseum.org
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. ’ Winchell Elementary School fourth-grade artists dove into the subject of biomes. Each student
researched various biomes to discover what plants, animals, and landforms artists might find in

I different landscapes. After researching, students transferred their knowledge into a silhouette
scene. Some students wanted their images to have a warm sunset background, while others chose

a peaceful nighttime sky. Isabel Bridges said, “I loved color mixing in the background. That was my
favorite!” Art teacher Mandy Clearwaters said students did an outstanding job.

Elliot Marcial - Aryn Chapman Jasmine Liggins, left, and Isabel Bridges

A\Women's'Event -
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~g

@
Monday, December 16

Fridays, December 6, 13, 20, 27 | 10:30-11:30 am | WSQ

Wednesdays, January 8, 15, 22, 29 | 10:30 am | OSH
Wednesdays, February 5, 12, 19, 26 10:30 am CEN 4_7'30 pm I EAS ] Teen & Adlllt

u Kalamazoo
Public Library

kpl.gov
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