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KPS To Expand Social Emotional Learning with
Help of Stryker lohnston Foundation Grant

Social emotional learning
teaches students social skills and
provides emotional support, but
it also helps address issues of eq-
uity and prepares students with
essential skills for the workplace.

The Stryker Johnston Foun-
dation has awarded Kalamazoo
Public Schools a $1 million grant
to expand SEL in the district and
to develop the Social and Emo-
tional Learning and Professional
Development Center at KPS. KPS
Superintendent Dr. Rita Rai-
choudhuri announced the grant
at the Dec. 17 Board of Education
meeting. The new center will be
housed in the former Oakwood
Elementary School.

“We will be using these
funds to support teacher learn-

a stand-alone topic of learning,

The Milwood Elementary School Learning Hub is filled with items such as fidget
spinners to help students practice self management and work on focus during
online classes.

ing around SEL, integrating SEL and aligning general curricula
into content areas versus it being to employability skills with the
infusion of SEL as a part of the

essential skills framework,” Su-
perintendent Raichoudhuri said
as she announced the grant.
“These essential skills lead to
college and career success for
our students.”

Social Emotional Learn-
ing (SEL) focuses on concepts
of self-awareness, awareness of
others, self-management, rela-
tionship to others and decision
making.

“SEL is the process through
which children and adults gain
and apply the knowledge, atti-
tudes and skills necessary to un-
derstand and manage emotions,
set and achieve positive goals,
feel and show empathy for oth-
ers, and establish and maintain

(continued on page 7)

African American Studies Classes Can Broaden Knowledge Deepen Ilnderstandmg

Kalamazoo Public Schools high school
students who want a course where African
American history and culture are the focus —
and not a footnote — will have the opportu-
nity to take just such a class starting this fall.

KPS is launching a new African Ameri-
can Studies course, which will be available
as part of the social studies curriculum at
Phoenix, Kalamazoo Central and Loy Norrix
high schools. The class will have a Part A and
Part B; students can take one or both courses
for credit toward the district’s four-credit
social studies requirement.

While it’s anticipated that Part A will

focus on ancient civilizations and history
and that Part B will focus on current move-
ments and social issues, the district will be
refining the course goals and curriculum this
summer, said Johnny Edwards, director of
secondary education.

“It’s critical that everyone understand
that this is open for all students regardless
of ethnicity. This is not perceived as or in-
tended to be only for African American stu-
dents,” Edwards said. “It’s an opportunity
for all students to learn more.”

Mark Hill, principal of Phoenix High

(continued on page 8)

Phoenix High School students visit the Charles H.
Wright Museum of African American History on a pre-
pandemic field trip with Principal Mark Hill. These field
trips have helped form the basis for the new African
American Studies class at KPS high schools.

Kalamazoo Public Schools is Hiring.

Find information at https://
kalamazoopublicschools.com/
humanresources
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There are students who, for

In Model UN, Winning Means Fmdmg Compromlse on World Issues

fun, choose to spend their free
time researching and debating is-
sues such as poverty, small arms
and weapons, nuclear prolifera-
tion, the environmental impact
of plastics, online terrorism, and
the politicalizaton of health orga-
nizations.

These are some of the top-
ics that Kalamazoo Central High
School students have tackled in
recent years as members of Model
UN, the student group that since
the 1940s has taken its inspira-
tion from the United Nations and
taught students how to examine
the world’s problems from an in-
ternational perspective.

“When you research a topic,
sometimes you don’t want to
hear research that disagrees with
what you think or refutes a fact
that you think exists. Sometimes
you kind of form tunnel vision,”
said Ben Venus, a senior, who is
serving as the secretary general of
the KC Model UN this year. “You

Ben Venus and his sister, graduate
Olivia Venus, who works for Model UN
at the University of Michigan. Ben is
the current secretary general of the
Kalamazoo Central Model UN.

have to keep pushing yourself to
better yourself and break through
that barrier. When you do break
through that barrier, it really en-
hances your understanding of the
world around you.”

Kalamazoo Central social
studies teacher Clifton Fraley-
Burgett got involved in Model UN
eight years ago, when a student
asked for help starting a team.

While he was hesitant about
becoming the advisor for the

Kalamazoo Central students (L to R) Olivia Jackson, Isaac Haller, Angel Gomez,
Nico Gonzalez, and Tyler Ragan attend a Model UN conference in 2017.

group, he has become its biggest
advocate because he appreciates
the skills and expansive world
views he sees his students devel-
oping through the activity.

“It teaches students so many
life skills, such as public speak-
ing, learning how to negotiate
and work with people of varying
opinions,” Fraley-Burgett said.
“It prepares them for how to do
more in-depth research.

“If you are a student who

goes to these things and is not
properly prepared, it shows. Stu-
dents don’t like that feeling. It
teaches them how to write bet-
ter, lead a room, and follow pro-
cedure. So many aspects of Model
UN prepares them for life after
high school.”

As the secretary general
of the Kalamazoo Central club,
Venus said he’s taken more of
a mentoring role with some
of the newer members of the

group. The Kalamazoo Central
team has about 40 students. In
a normal school year they travel
around the state for conferenc-
es that last an entire weekend.
In the age of COVID-19, they
have been able to continue the
conferences virtually. The pre-
sentation and debate process
actually works well in a virtual
world where parliamentary
procedure is enforced by tech-
nological constraints.

Senior Jonathan Andrews
was recently named Best Del-
egate for his committee on the
Irish Revolutionary Dail at the
University of Michigan confer-
ence.

Before a conference the stu-
dents at a school are assigned not
only topics — but also a country
to represent as well. For exam-
ple, one student may be discuss-
ing historic sites while another
team member might be exam-
ining indigenous people — but

(continued on page 3)

KPL Presents:

Registration is Open!
Wednesday, April 21 | 6:30-8 pm
For more details, please visit: kpl.gov/three-book-battie/
I

Attention Middle and High School Students!

Three Book Battle returns.
Teens and tweens are invited
to register online to receive

a TBB kit containing all three
books, activities, and a surprise!
Registrants are encouraged
to read all three books on
their own and choose their

CONCRETE
ROSE

High School Titles (Grades 9-12):

KACEM CALLINDOER

favorite, then attend the
online live session with
youth librarians to discuss
their favorite books, answer

TBB in a new way this year!
No teams necessary; this
is an individually motivated

program.®

\_

trivia questions, and celebrate

.

Kalamazoo

Public Library
kpl.gov
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In Model UN, Winning Means Finding Compromise on World Issues (concinucafrom page 2

they all represent Senegal. At the
conference, the students break
into rooms to debate their topics
and to work together to create a
resolution that addresses their
issue.

Taking on the perspective of |

a different country makes the ex-
ercise of research and argument
that much more challenging, said
junior Natalie Swartz, who is in
her third year of Model UN.

Her most challenging con-
ference was one where she need-
ed to discuss poverty from the
perspective of the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea — oth-
erwise known as North Korea.

“There’s just a lack of in-
formation about the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea,” she
said.

Swartz said Model UN is
“like a more collaborative version
of speech and debate. Rather than
trying to win the debate, you try
to work together to solve the is-
sues while debating them.”

Kalamazoo Central students (L to R) Nico Gonzalez and Liam Gakodi attend a
Model UN conference in Kalamazoo in 2019.

Learning how to respect di-
vergent ideas and how to com-
promise are two lessons that are
unique to Model UN, say Fraley-
Burgett and his students. These
are vital to the process of the
conventions, in which the main
goal of any debate is to create a
resolution that can find broad
support from all of the countries
represented by the students.

“As their advisor, I want
them to work with others,” he

RECREATION
PROGRAM
ASSISTANCE

Financial assistance is available for all City of
Kalamazoo youth for participation in Kzoo Parks and
Southwest Michigan Miracle League youth recreation
programs. Apply online at friendsofrec.org

Invest in our youth today
by donating to Kalamazoo

said. “If you work with oth-
ers, you can win awards. If you
ostracize the rest of the room,
if you do not take into account
how others think of you, you’ll
lose. Usually the person willing
to step out of their comfort zone
and really be that country and
work to compromise will get the
best solution.”

Venus said that the key is
good research. The more indepth
he goes into his research, the more

Kalamazoo Central ModeI7UN delegates Jane Swartz, left, and Jasmine Jacobs,
right, work on a resolution at a conference in 2017.

nuance he finds in any topic.
“After I do my scholarly re-
search, I can form arguments on
either side of a topic,” he said.
“When I represent a nation, I
understand that nation’s point
of view but once I'm done being
that nation, I could sit down with
someone and argue both sides.”
Students say the hardest
part of Model UN is not the re-
search, writing position papers,
or understanding one country’s

SIGN UP FOR

Summer Camp

registration opens April ;_,

12. Register online at
kzooparks.org or call us
at 311 (337-8000) for

in-person registration.

KALAMAZOO

perspective.

“The hardest part is the ne-
gotiation and trying to work to-
gether to create a resolution,”
Swartz said. “You have all of these
separate bills and you're trying to
make it fit for most people.

“It’s taught me that com-
promise has to be a lot closer to
the center than you want it to be.
You have to try to make it work
out well for everyone — even if
it’s not ideal for you.”

Kzoo

\\J Friends of PARKS

. Recreation

Friends of Recreation at
friendsofrec.org/donate
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Online Baking Classes Help Bring Winchell Students Together

The Winchell Elementary
School family has found a sweet
way to stay connected — through
online baking lessons with art
teacher Mandy Clearwaters.

The first baking sessions,
with a recipe for Cereal Adven-
ture Cookies, took place as part of
the school’s Kindness Month ac-
tivities. The event was so popu-
lar, Clearwaters repeated the ac-
tivity with cut-out sugar cookies
during Literacy Night in March.

Clearwaters shared ingredi-
ents and directions through an
app and then she and students
mixed and scooped and baked
together online. Students could
also message back and forth with
Clearwaters while they were
baking, which led to some fun
exchanges like this:

“This is from Alex... I'm
doing all the baking tonight
because my family wanted the
cookies but didn’t want to bake
them. Here I am baking for them
:D”

To which Clearwaters said,
“Welcome to the club, Alex! I do
all the baking in this home too.
LOL.”

Winchell student Jeydon White and and Maple Street student Jrya White
tried art teacher Mandy Clearwaters’ recipe for cereal cookies during a
Kindness Month baking class.

Winchell third-grader James Cooper
shows off his cookie dough during
an online baking class with his art
teacher on Literacy Night.

Winchell Elementary fourth-grader
Rebecca Ruivivar bakes cookies
virtually with her art teacher Mandy
Clearwaters.

MAKE THE COMMITMENT

IN-PERSON,ONLINE AND
FOR YOUR

Summer Semester Registration Opens: MARCH 8

www.kvcc.edu/register

Summer Semester Classes Start: MAY 10

Kalamazoo

community college

Chef Samuel - KPS FOOD SERVICE CHEF

Lemon Poppy Seed Scones
with Strawberry Glaze

Spring is right around the
corner and these scones
have a fresh spring vibe
with tart lemon and sweet
strawberry flavors. They’d
be a perfect addition for
your bread basket on
Mother’s Day.

— Chef Samuel Dunn

Ingredients

2 34 cups self-rising flour

1 stick (4 ounces) cold unsalted
butter, cut into cubes

2 tablespoons poppy seeds

!/» cup white sugar

Grated lemon zest from one
lemon

1large egg

2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice

1/3to /2 cup whole milk or as
needed

Directions

Scones

1. Preheat oven to 375 degrees.
2. Combine dry ingredients in
a bowl.

3. In a separate dish, mix the
milk and egg together.

4. Add your butter to the dry
mix and blend until it starts to

Chef Samuel Dunn

crumble like sand. Add lemon
zest, lemon juice, and milk
mixture and blend until just
combined.

5. Roll out to about 'z inch thick
square and cut into triangles or
desired shape. Place on a lightly
greased baking sheet and bake
for about 25 minutes.

Strawberry Glaze

Cut 3 or 4 large strawberries

in to quarters and finely mash.
Combine with 2 to 3 cups of
powdered sugar until it forms
a thick glaze. Spread on scones
while warm and enjoy!

2021 Ages 513 Harvey Fluelien
Flag Football {5-7yrs) Joda Grimes
Tk €& (7-13] Scott Miles
Cheer (5-13yr3)

} ARROWS
3536656 | Early bird
\ mﬁm;ﬂ registration begins
:Gg-sm 3300 i on 2/B[21 until
,ﬂ.r;r " | | 6is0lz0a.

|.rru'_m]_|'.ﬂ.rmw:.!nuﬂull
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KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS
NOTICE

Kalamazoo Public Schools welcomes all
students and staff of any religion, race,
color, national origin, age, sex, preg-
nancy, gender identification, height,
weight, familial status, marital status,
sexual orientation, and disability.

The District will not tolerate or
condone any act of bias or discrimina-
tion toward any person on the basis of
religion, race, color, national origin,
age, sex, pregnancy, gender identifi-
cation, height, weight, familial status,
marital status, sexual orientation, and
disability in any of its activities, hiring
practices, programs or services.

Inquiries by students and/or their par-
ents/guardians should be directed to:

Director of
Student Services
Kalamazoo Public Schools
3410 Laird Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0161

All other inquiries should be directed to:

Assistant Superintendent of
Human Resources
Kalamazoo Public Schools
3410 Laird Ave.
Kalamazoo, MI 49008
(269) 337-0177

District Directory at :
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

BOARD OF EDUCATION

President
Patti Sholler-Barber

Vice President
TiAnna Harrison

Secretary
Jennie Hill

Treasurer
Ken Greschak

Trustee
Jermaine Jackson

Trustee
Megan Maddock

Trustee
Tandy Moore

SUPERINTENDENT
Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri

Advertise in:

EXCELSIOR

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Mailed to Every
Household in Kalamazoo

383-4433

Put Your Marketing
Dollars to Work!

Arlisls
corner

Kalamazoo Central High School art teacher
Julie LaBudda provides a glimpse into the
world of Advanced Placement art with these
works by her students. The pieces show
how students develop their works through
sustained investigation, research and
development of materials and processes.
Students must document their process from
sketches to revisions to completed works.
“Students can select whatever medium
they feel comfortable with, and I tell them
not to recreate the wheel but to create art
that is personal and has meaning to them.
It makes for a much better approach,” said
LaBudda. 9

Aberdeen Jefferies

Aberdeen
Jefferies

summer
camps

preK-12* grade!
Opens April 5™ 2021

In-Person &

Live-Virtual

Summer Camps gy : | REGISTER TODAY
Available!

r . S
|_A I R%:ZO O 6151 Portage Rd. Portage, Ml 49002 | Exit 78 off of 1-94 | 269.382.6555

Aerospace & Science Experience—|

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com
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KPS Librarians Recommend: April is National Poetry Month!

Here are some of our current fa-
vorite books of poetry and nov-
For more ways to
celebrate, check out poets.org/

els in verse.

national-poetry-month.

Elementary Grades

= Me: APoemto
., Heal the Heart
" by Zetta Elliot,
illustrated by
Noa Denmon

There is a place inside of me

a space deep down inside of me

where all my feelings hide.

This book speaks to the depth

A Place Inside of

VN

METRO| -

Connecting People
Throughout
Kalamazoo County

Here for You
Seven Days a Week

269.337.8222
kmetro.com

and nuance of a child’s experi-
ences following a police shooting
— through grief and protests,
healing and community — with
vibrant colors and words. Here is
a groundbreaking narrative that
can help all readers talk about
the feelings hiding deep inside
each of us.

Lion of the Sky:
i Haiku for All
Seasons
by Laura

e Perdue Salas,
illustrated by Merce Lopez
A collection of illustrated poems
that combine riddles with haiku
to create poems called riddle-ku.

Hard-Boiled Bugs for Breakfast
and Other Tasty
Poems

by Jack

* Prelutsky.
Illustrated by
Ruth Chan

A new collection
from the celebrated first Young
People’s Poet Laureate featuring
more than 100 original poems
guaranteed to make readers laugh,
imagine, write, and dream. From
a lizard playing a mandolin (al-

= i
" i Jack Preluoky

I-I:RD%BGII.EU

though not very well) to the sur-
prised guest of honor at a birthday
party (that he threw for himself),
there’s a poem for everyone.

71 IRemember:
. Poems and
Pictures of
Heritage
compiled by
Lee Bennett

y % Hopkins
A collectlon of works by poets
and illustrators of diverse back-
grounds sharing memorable
childhood and family experiences
and reflecting on their different
heritages, traditions, and beliefs.

Middle Grades

Woke: A Young
Poet’s Call to
Justice

by Mahogany

L. Browne,
Elizabeth
Acevedo, and Olivia Gatwood,
illustrated by Thoedore Taylor I11.
This beautifully illustrated book
encourages students to become
involved in justice and equity
movements in their schools and
communities.

On the Horizon:
World War II
Reflections

by Lois Lowry,
illustrated by
Kenard Pak
Told in poetic
format, this
book illustrates the lives of people
lost in the tragedies of Pear]l Har-
bor and Hiroshima.

LOis LowRY

il -y

Kent State

by Deborah
Wiles

2020 was the
50th anniversary
of the shootings
at Kent State in
Ohio. This novel
in verse provides an account of that
day and the events that led up to it
from the perspectives of students,
protestors, National Guardsmen,
and residents of the town.

Say Her Name
by Zetta Elliott,
illustrated by
Loveis Wise

A collection of
40  illustrated

DEEOITAN WILES

poems celebrating the vulnera-
bility and strength of black wom-
en and girls.

Apple: Skin

to the Core:

A Memoir in
Words and
Pictures

== by Eric

; Gansworth
The term Apple is a slur in
Native communities across the
country. It’s for someone sup-
posedly “red on the outside,
white on the inside.” Gansworth
shatters that slur and reclaims it
in verse and prose and imagery.

Clap When You
Land

by Elizabeth
Acevedo

In this novel in
verse, the lives
= of the two very
different sisters
collide When their father diesin an
airplane crash. Then, despite their
differences, the girls begin to bond
over — and forgive — their imper-
fect father.

6 |
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HEALTH

WMED

THE CLINICAL PRACTICE OF WESTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY
HOMER STRYKER M.D. SCHOOL OF MEDICINE

Comprehensive Patient-Centered
Primary and Specialty Care

Accepting New Patients
269.337.4600

med.wmich.edu

Find us on Facehook @WMedHealth

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com



KPS To Expand Social Emotional Learning with Help of Stryker Johnston Foundation Grant (continued from page 1)

positive relationships and make
responsible decisions,” Rai-
choudhuri said.

Teaching those concepts is
tied to nearly a decade of work
the district has done to tackle
climate and culture within the
schools. Those efforts have in-
cluded programs such as re-
storative justice and trauma-in-
formed care.

“We’re always trying to
connect the dots for how we
treat our children and how to
make them feel physically and
psychologically safe to take risks
and learn academically in our
classrooms,” said Nkenge Ber-
gan, director of Student Services
for KPS. “For years, we have been
trying to give staff resources and
tools for their tool boxes so they
could meet children where they
are when they come into the
classroom. We ask them to think
about what kind of learning en-
vironment they are cultivating.
It is a matter of equity.”

The Stryker Johnston Foun-
dation invests in efforts to elimi-
nate intergenerational poverty
in Kalamazoo County. Its grant
comes on the heels of a $45,000
grant the Kalamazoo Commu-
nity Foundation awarded to KPS
to further SEL.

Prior to the pandemic and
the closing of schools, the dis-
trict had received the Kalamazoo
Community Foundation grant

and was working to implement
an intensive SEL pilot program
at King-Westwood Elemen-
tary and Hillside Middle School.
Leading that effort have been
Heather Misner and Shannon
Parlato, the district’s culture and
climate coaches.

One silver lining to the pan-
demic, Misner said, is that it
forced the district to pivot away
from that plan and instead de-
velop SEL classes for the entire
district to support students who
faced stress from having to dis-
tance from friends, teachers,
and other supportive staff while
learning from home.

Weekly classes on Wednes-
days have given students the
opportunity to discuss lessons
related to those five main SEL
concepts. For example, when
discussing self awareness, young
students might learn how to list
their positive traits. For a lesson
on personal responsibility, older
students might talk about taking
personal responsibility on a team
project.

The response to the SEL les-
sons has been hugely positive,
Misner said.

“The feedback has been that
this is important work for our
kids and our teachers,” Misner
said. “It was difficult to roll out
in the midst of the pandemic
when teachers were learning to
instruct in a whole new way, but

Centreville
269-467-8974

Go to GleatonAgency.com
to get an Online Quote

Exclusively for Educational Employees

Auto« Home« Umbrella « Life
Call for a Quote today!

St. Joseph
269-932-3177

\
Gleaton Swanwick Agency

Kalamazoo
269-341-4542

Meemic

INSURANCE FOR EDUCATORS

Hiliside Middle School has created a wellness room where students will be able to
practice meditation, gratitude journaling, and meditative breathing.

we’ve seen the buy-in and felt
the impact.”

As the district moves for-
ward, the question will be how to
nurture the seeds that have been
planted over the past year, to find
ways to move beyond an hour of
SEL one day a week and incorpo-
rate these concepts into the school
day and across curricula.

The new Social and Emo-

KELLEN DEAU,
Grant Recipient

tional Learning and Professional
Development Center will not sup-
port just students, Parlato said.
Its first focus will be on providing
wellness and social emotional care
for teachers and staff.

“We want to start with the
staff because you need to start
at the top,” Parlato said. “If
they’re not taking care of them-
selves, it is hard for them to take

care of students.”

The center is envisioned as
a community resource that will
offer growth opportunities not
just for children but for their
families as well, Bergan said. The
hope is to offer a variety of social
emotional support for families,
such as parenting classes, space
for community yoga and mind-
fulness experiences, and healthy
cooking classes.

“We want to make sure par-
ents have resources too,” Bergan
said. “We want to make sure that
as our children grow and learn,
we’re also providing families and
community members with the
same resources and tools. This is
a huge paradigm shift.

“The sooner we can get to a
collective approach rather than
blaming one sector or another,
the better. We have to move
away from that and work to-
gether. We see this as an oppor-
tunity for meaningful engage-
ment with our parents. If they
can have the resources to teach
and fortify these skills at home,
the students will be able to come
to school and spend more time
on task and succeed.”

(o V¥ CREATE.
WE FUND.

ACGK gave out $351,000 to
83 recipients last year alone.

The Arts Council has 7 grant programs for
individual artists, arts organizations and
non-profits! We also offer:

* Free grant workshops - 12 each year.
* Free 1-on-1 coaching to assist you in

Visual arts educator Kellen Deau
received a MAGIK grant in partner-
ship with KRESA to build 25 free
library boxes across Kalamazoo
neighborhoods most in need of
access to literacy.

your submission.
+ Plus, ACGK members can apply for
grants for FREE!

How can we help you?

aC

arts council

of greater kalamazoo

Visit KalamazooArts.org/grants

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com
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African American Studies Classes Can Broaden Knowledge, Deepen Understanding (continuea from page 1

School, has long worked to pro-
mote African American studies.
For years, he has taken students
on tours of historically black
colleges and universities (HB-
CUs) and on field trips to the the
Charles A. Wright Museum of
African American History in De-
troit. Before those trips, he fre-
quently offered students — and
their families — presentations on
African American history.

While the course’s unveil-
ing coincides with a number of
social and cultural phenomena
such as the Black Lives Matter
movement, the class represents
more than a decade of anti-bias,
anti-racism work within the
district, Hill said. Students have
long advocated for these classes,
he said.

“Students would question
‘why do we have to wait until we
go on these tours or visit these
museums before we learn about
us?’” Hill said. “This is really past
due. This is something districts
have to be intentional about. In
the United States, most content
in history classes is very inten-
tional about keeping out black
history.”

YOU'VE ALWAYS BEEN A MODEL OF STRENGTH.

-

Phoenix High School Principal Mark Hill has had a tradition of taking students to tour important sites in African American

history, such as Little Rock Central High School. These field trips have helped form the basis for the new African American
Studies class at KPS high schools. This picture is from a pre-pandemic trip.

Edwards said the develop-
ment of the course out of the
work done at Phoenix is not un-
usual within the district. Stu-
dent interest helps fuel the cre-
ation of new courses, Edwards
said, pointing to the Women’s

NOW IT'S THEIR TURN.

MIGHISAN

ARMYROTC

Studies class, which grew out of
student interest at Loy Norrix.
Edwards and Hill said there
certainly weren’t classes focused
on African American history
when they were in high school,
but both benefited from having

As a parent, you want your child to have the skills needed to
lead themselves and others to success. College is a challenge.
Paying for it shouldn't be. Your child can discover scholarships
to cover full tuition and become an officer through Army ROTC
programs at almost 1,000 colleges and universities. Help
them follow a proud path to leadership on a team that makes

a difference.

involved parents who exposed
them to books, history and ex-
periences that broadened their
understanding of their culture.
Hill said that outside of his par-
ents’ influence, his first African
American studies classes were
as a college student at Western
Michigan University.

Likewise, Edwards said,
“My awareness started in col-
lege more for self-identification
and self-exploration. I thought
‘if I'm reading all of these books

for class, I might as well pick up
things that I enjoy.””

Both Edwards and Hill en-
vision the classes as interactive
experiences with an interdisci-
plinary spin, looking at African
American experiences and con-
tributions across a diverse range
of subjects, from history to pop
culture to science.

“For many students, Dr.
Martin Luther King defines black
history,” Edwards said. “But he
was not the only figure. There
were many others who made sig-
nificant contributions. He was the
face, the pillar of the Civil Rights
movement but he did not do that
work by himself. He had a team
that went on to do great things,
things that he would have done if
his life had not been cut short.”

Hill said when students
think of science or inventors
they tend to focus on men such
as Thomas Edison and Henry
Ford, when in reality there are
many black inventors who have
contributed to society. That
knowledge can help change the
dynamic of relationships.

“I think it’s healthy for the
district,” Hill said. “We all come
to the table with our own biases
based on what we’ve seen in the
media, what we’ve read and bi-
ases that we don’t even know that
we have. This class will help reset
the conversation by helping stu-
dents engage in conversations.”

Friends Bookstore

Gently Used, Gently Priced
Now Open Thurs & Fri 10-4, Sat 10-2

Or Shop Friends Online Storel
https://ishop.friendsofkpl.org
Curbside Delivery

Donations
by Appointment

Call our Donation Hotline
269.553.7950

For more information on WMU Army ROTC:
Contact Mr. Billy Clayton

269-387-8122 / billy.l.clayton.civ@mail.mil
or visit goarmy.com/wmu

Kalamazoo Public Library Lower Level
315 S. Rose Street . kpl.gov/friends . 553-7820

©2018. Paid for by the United States
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Kalamazoo RESA Seeking Special
Education Millage Renewal

On Tuesday, May 4, voters
in the Kalamazoo RESA (KRESA)
service area will be asked to vote
on the renewal of a six-year, 1.5-
mill property tax to help fund
the cost of special education in
local schools.

Voters originally approved
the millage in 2015. If the renewal
is approved, the funds will be used
by Kalamazoo RESA to reimburse
local, public school districts and
public academies for mandated
special education costs.

The special education mill-
age currently generates approxi-
mately $12.5 million for special
education. Without it, local dis-
tricts would be required to pay
for special education services out
of their general funds, resulting
in fewer dollars to support pro-
grams for all students.

Because this is a renewal, it
will not cause an increase in tax
rates. Homeowners would con-
tinue to pay the same rate based
on the taxable value of their
home, which is typically about
half of the market value. A home-

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

SERVICES FROM
BIATH TD AGE 26

Because this is a
renewal, it will not
cause anincrease
in tax rates.

owner with a home with a taxable
value of $75,000 (approximate
market value $150,000) would
continue to pay $112.50 per year,
or $9.38 per month.

In addition, taxpayers in
the Kalamazoo RESA service
area will see a reduction in their
millage rate in May 2021 when
the 0.275 debt millage currently
being levied will be removed be-
cause bonds approved in 2007
will be paid off.

Registered voters in the Ka-
lamazoo RESA service area may
vote on the special education mill-
age renewal in the May 4 election.
The last day to register to vote is
April 19. Voters may register in
person through election day.

Absentee voters who are on
the state’s permanent absentee

voter list will automatically re-
ceive an absentee ballot applica-
tion six to eight weeks before the
election. All voters are eligible to
vote absentee in Michigan by re-
questing an absentee ballot from
their city or township clerk in
writing by April 30.

More information on ab-
sentee voting may be found at
michigan.gov/vote. See addi-
tional information and answers
to frequently asked questions on
the KRESA website at kresa.org.

: AppleTree &
Gilden Woods

EARLY CARE AND PRESCHOOL

I

1
l EXPLORERS

Now Enrolling for
SchoolAge
Summer Camp

*Kalamaozoo  * Olsego
*Portage

Visit:
www.GildenWoods.com

2021 HANDS-ON

Spr*ithreaL«

"SPEND SPRING BREAK ONLINE
AND AT HOME WITH THE
KALAMAZOO VALLEY MUSEUM!

Let’s live in a world where there

is a place for each of our unique
talents and characteristics to be
appreciated. No Missing Pieces
uses children’s picture books
and related art to explore what a
beautiful world it could be.

> The Invisible Boy, by Trudy Ludwig

> Beautiful Hands, by Kathryn Otoshi

> The Proudest Blue, by |btihaj Muhammad

> 1 Am Enough, by Grace Byers

> The Big Umbrella, by June & Juniper Bates
e :

Register for craft bags, ;milable for
curbside pickup, $10 for 50 different crafts. -
Explore the books and create the art!

Visit us at kalam

269.373.7990 | BOD. 3
kalamazoomuseum,.ang
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theracy Night 2021 Celebrated with Drive By Parades

: # F. [ i Lt
Fifth-grader A'Zion Bush and his mother Pepa Smith stop by Spring  Fourth-grader Khalil Steele and teacher Miriah Tejashreya Dantu and her mom Anitha Dantu (L) show off the books they chose
Valley for Literacy Night. Martinez pose with Springy, the Spring Valley mascot.  at Milwood Magnet School's Literacy Night, while, the Rackley family, (L to R)

Elora, Gideon, Kim, and Phoenix Rackley choose some books to take home.

e e Milwood Magnet School Principal Mitch : -
Parkwood-Upjohn staff get into the spirit of Literacy Night, (L to R) Hawkins talks with the school's child Greta Girgis receives a goody bag from

King-Westwood Principal Dwight Quinn  Glenda Forbes (SPED), Sneha Gardner (K teacher), Mary Wright (K accounting secretary Tina Jackson during second-grade teacher Rylee Guillen during
Jr. greets families on Literacy Night. intern), Patty Veeder (K teacher), Renay Williams-Whitson (K teacher). the school’s Literacy Night. Parkwood-Upjohn's Literacy Night parade.

COMMUNITY
HOMEWORKS

We understand that even a simple leak can lead to
serious health or safety issues in your home. Community
Homeworks is here to offer no or low-cost support to
income eligible homeowners in the City of Kalamazoo

to repair plumbing issues. Call or email us today to

see if you are eligible at (263) 998-3275 ext 209 or

info@communityhomeworks.org.

Community Homeworks provides additional critical home repair services for
homeowners, such as HVAC, electrical, and other health and safety issues.
Visit CommunityHomewarks.org for more information.
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summer
day camp 0

Every day is full of fun and
adventure for zoo day-campers.
Choose the weeks. Choose the topics.

Visit binderparkzoo.org for more details

Go wild.Go often.

fast and reliable
without the fine print.

Ready to love your home
internet provider? Go cts.

o Cts

goCtS.com | 269-746-4411

*NO contracts. NO data caps. NO hidden fees. NO reason to hide stuff in fine print. Call us today to speak with an actual human.

Ya"8 @ @ o o STt tI-cscI-oCooCIo-Clzol%eCe”e”0 0. 0.0 0. 0.9, 9.9, 9, 9,570 0. 0.% "o "=
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Children
need to be
protected

When a child is removed
from their home, their world
feels out of control. They
need to know they are safe
during this vulnerable time.

As a foster parent, you give a
child a loving home and the
stability they need as their family
works toward reunification.

Bethany.org/FosterCare

YOU’RE I NVITE D UPCOMING DATES

Register today

Bethany
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