SarATOGA UNION
ScHooL DISTRICT

STUDENT READINESS TO ACCELERATE QUESTIONS

Sometimes it can be difficult for parents to determine if acceleration is the right decision for students.
When considering a faster-paced, compacted pathway, one should also be mindful of the student’s
social and emotional readiness and consider discussing these questions.
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Does my student have a natural affinity for math? Or, does my student have to work hard to
understand math?

Does my student really want to accelerate? What are my student’s reasons?

Does my student take ownership for his/her learning? Does my student do homework without
teacher or parent prompting?

Does my student turn work in on time without reminders?

Does my student have good time management skills?

Is my student organized?

Does my student use effective coping skills when frustrated or stressed?

Does my student consistently score well on assignments and assessments without retakes or
extraordinary effort?

Is my student able to complete math homework and prepare for tests with minimal help
outside of school?

Does my student thrive in a fast-paced environment? Or, does my student thrive when there is
more time to absorb and process information?

Would we prefer our student experience a deeper foundation in middle school math concepts?
Does my student have excellent attendance?

Is my student and our family willing to spend extra time on math homework and reviewing
math concepts outside of school time?

How is my student performing in other subject areas? Can my student thrive in other subjects
if more time/demands are required in math?

What additional demands for time might my student face that could impact a decision to
accelerate (family, time with friends, sports, community involvement, etc.)?

Can my student balance school work and extra-curricular activities while caring for physical and
emotional health?

If my student is struggling and the teacher recommends a different course option, would we be
open and flexible to moving to a different course better suited for my student?

Middle school is an important time of transition -- new school, new friends, physical and emotional
changes and increased opportunities to participate in the school community. A strong foundation in
math along with balance in other academic, social and emotional areas is essential to student
well-being.

We hope these questions provide guidance and help focus on the best placement for your student at
this point in time. Please note there may be other possible opportunities for acceleration in high
school, too.
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