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Sonia Maria Sotomayor is an Associate Justice of
the Supreme Court of the United States. She was
nominated by President Barack Obama on May 26,
2009 and has served since August 8, 2009.
Sotomayor is the first Hispanic and Latina member
of the Court.

Sotomayor was born in The Bronx, New York City,
to Puerto Rican-born parents. Her father died when
she was nine, and she was subsequently raised by
her mother. Sotomayor graduated summa cum
laude from Princeton University in 1976 and
received her Juris Doctor from Yale Law School in
1979, where she was an editor at the Yale Law
Journal. She worked as an assistant district
attorney in New York for four and a half years
before entering private practice in 1984. She
played an active role on the boards of directors for
the Puerto Rican Legal Defense and Education
Fund, the State of New York Mortgage Agency, and
the New York City Campaign Finance Board.

Sotomayor was nominated to the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of New York by
President George H. W. Bush in 1991; confirmation
followed in 1992. In 1997, she was nominated by
President Bill Clinton to the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit. On the Second Circuit,
Sotomayor heard appeals in more than 3,000 cases
and wrote about 380 opinions. Sotomayor has
taught at the New York University School of
Law and Columbia Law School.
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Antonia Coello Novello, M.D., (born August 23,
1944) is a Puerto Rican physician and public health
administrator. She was a vice admiral in the Public
Health Service Commissioned Corps and served as
14th Surgeon General of the United States from
1990 to 1993. Novello was the first woman, first
person of color, and first Hispanic to serve as
Surgeon General. Novello also served as
Commissioner of Health for the State of New York
from 1999 to 2006.

Novello was appointed Surgeon General by
President George H. W. Bush, and was appointed
to the temporary rank of vice admiral in the regular
corps while the Surgeon General. During her tenure
as Surgeon General, Novello focused her attention
on the health of women, children and minorities, as
well as on underage drinking, smoking, and AIDS.
She played an important role in launching the
Healthy Children Ready to Learn Initiative. She was
actively involved in working with other
organizations to promote immunization of children
and childhood injury prevention efforts. She spoke
out often and forcefully about illegal underage
drinking, and called upon the United States
Department of Health and Human Services
Inspector General to issue a series of eight reports
on the subject. Novello also worked to discourage
illegal tobacco use by young people, and repeatedly
criticized the tobacco industry for appealing to the
youth market through the use of cartoon
characters. Novello left the post of Surgeon
General on June 30, 1993, with the administration
of President Bill Clinton praising her for her "vigor
and talent."
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Sandra Cisneros (born December 20, 1954) is a
Chicana writer. She is best known for her first
novel The House on Mango Street (1983) and her
subsequent short story collection Woman Hollering
Creek and Other Stories (1991). She is the recipient
of numerous awards, including a National
Endowment for the Arts Fellowship, was awarded
one of 25 new Ford Foundation Art of Change
fellowships in 2017, and is regarded as a key figure
in Chicana literature. Cisneros's early life provided
many experiences she would later draw on as a
writer: she grew up as the only daughter in a family
of six brothers, which often made her feel isolated,
and the constant migration of her family between
Mexico and the United States instilled in her the
sense of "always straddling two countries ... but not
belonging to either culture." Cisneros's work deals
with the formation of Chicana identity, exploring
the challenges of being caught between Mexican
and Anglo-American cultures, facing the misogynist
attitudes present in both these cultures, and
experiencing poverty. 

Cisneros has held a variety of professional
positions, working as a teacher, a counselor, a
college recruiter, a poet-in-the-schools, and an arts
administrator, and has maintained a strong
commitment to community and literary causes. In
1998 she established the Macondo Writers
Workshop, which provides socially conscious
workshops for writers, and in 2000 she founded
the Alfredo Cisneros Del Moral Foundation, which
awards talented writers connected to Texas.
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Oscar De La Hoya (born February 4, 1973), is an
American former professional boxer who, in 2002,
also became a boxing promoter and, in 2018, a
mixed martial arts (MMA) promoter. As a boxer, he
competed from 1992 to 2008, winning 11 world
titles in six weight classes. 

De La Hoya was nicknamed "The Golden Boy" by
the media when he represented the United States
at the 1992 Summer Olympics where, shortly after
having graduated from high school, he won a gold
medal in the lightweight division. De La Hoya was
named The Ring magazine Fighter of the Year in
1995, and was its top-rated fighter in the world,
pound for pound, in 1997 and 1998. De La Hoya
generated approximately $700 million in pay-per-
view income, making him the top pay-per-view
earner for a period of time. He announced his
retirement as a fighter in 2009, following a
professional career spanning 16 years. 

In 2002, De La Hoya founded Golden Boy
Promotions. He is the first American of Mexican
descent to own a national boxing promotional firm,
and one of the few boxers to take on promotional
responsibilities while still active.

De La Hoya has held dual American and Mexican
citizenship since 2002, when the Consulate General
of Mexico in Los Angeles granted him Mexican
citizenship, reflecting his heritage.
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Juan Felipe Herrera (born December 27, 1948) is a
poet, performer, writer, cartoonist, teacher, and
activist. Herrera was the 21st United States Poet
Laureate from 2015 to 2017. Herrera's experiences
as the child of migrant farmers have strongly
shaped his work, such as the children's book Calling
the Doves, which won the Ezra Jack Keats Book
Award in 1997. 

Community and art have always been part of what
has driven Herrera, beginning in the mid-1970s,
when he was director of the Centro Cultural de la
Raza, an occupied water tank in Balboa Park that
had been converted into an arts space for the
community. Herrera’s publications include fourteen
collections of poetry, prose, short stories, young
adult novels and picture books for children, with
twenty-one books in total in the last decade. 

Herrera was awarded the 2008 National Book
Critics Circle Award in Poetry for Half the World in
Light. In 2012, he was appointed California Poet
Laureate by Gov. Jerry Brown. In 2011, Herrera
was elected a Chancellor of the Academy of
American Poets. In 2015, Herrera was appointed as
the nation's first Chicana or Chicano poet laureate.
On June 11, 2016, Herrera was awarded an
honorary Doctorate from Oregon State University.
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Jennifer Lynn Lopez (born July 24, 1969), also
known by her nickname J.Lo, became the first Latin
actress to earn over US$1 million for a film for her
portrayal of Selena. She is the high-paid Latin
actress in Hollywood. Her films have grossed more
than $3.1 billion.

Musically, Lopez became the first woman to have a
number-one album and film in the same week. Her
2002 remix album, J to tha L–O! The Remixes,
became the first in history to debut atop the US
Billboard 200. She has sold an estimate global sales
of 70 million records. Her most successful singles
on the US Billboard Hot 100 include: "If You Had
My Love", "I'm Real", "Ain't It Funny", "All I Have",
and "On the Floor", the lattermost of which is one
of the best-selling singles of all time.[5] For her
contributions to the recording industry, Lopez has
received a landmark star on the Hollywood Walk of
Fame, the Billboard Icon Award, and the Michael
Jackson Video Vanguard Award among other
honors.

Her other ventures include clothing lines,
fragrances, the production company Nuyorican
Productions, and the nonprofit business Lopez
Family Foundation.

In 2012, Forbes ranked her as the most powerful
celebrity in the world, as well as the 38th most
powerful woman in the world.[4] Time listed her
among the 100 most influential people in the world
in 2018.
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Joaquin Castro (born September 16, 1974) has
served in the United States House of
Representatives for Texas' 20th congressional
district since 2013. The district includes just over
half of his native San Antonio, Texas, as well as
some of its nearby suburbs. 

From 2003 to 2013, Castro was a member of the
Texas House of Representatives for District 125.
While in the Texas state legislature, Castro served
as vice-chair of the Higher Education Committee
and was a member of the Judiciary & Civil
Jurisprudence Committee. He also previously
served on other committees, such as County
Affairs, Border & International Affairs, and Juvenile
Justice & Family Issues.

Castro was born and raised in San Antonio and
attended Thomas Jefferson High School. Castro has
stated that his interest in public service developed
at a young age from watching his parents'
involvement in political campaigns and civic causes.

Castro graduated with honors from Stanford
University with a Bachelor of Arts in political
science and communications and earned a Juris
Doctor with his twin brother, Julián, at Harvard
Law School in Cambridge, Massachusetts. After law
school, the two brothers continued together to
worked for a law firm before starting their own firm
in 2005.
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San Antonio's owm Carmen Tafolla (born July 29,
1951) is an internationally acclaimed Chicana writer
and a Professor Emerita of Bicultural Bilingual
Studies at the University of Texas at San Antonio
(UTSA). 

Tafolla served as the poet laureate of San Antonio
from 2012 to 2014, and was named the Poet
Laureate of Texas for 2015–16. Tafolla has written
more than thirty books, and won multiple literary
awards. She is one of the most highly anthologized
Chicana authors in the United States, with her work
appearing in more than 300 anthologies.

She graduated from Austin College with a
bachelor’s degree in Spanish and French in 1972,
and earned a Master’s degree in Education from
Austin College the following year. She pursued
further graduate work at the University of Texas at
Austin, earning a Ph.D. in Bilingual and Foreign
Education in 1981.

Tafolla's poetry is heavily influenced by her ethnic
background, and often focuses on Chicana
characters, or on themes and images which are
important to Chicano culture.
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Mario José Molina-Pasquel Henríquez (born March
19, 1943) is a Mexican chemist. He played a pivotal
role in the discovery of the Antarctic ozone hole,
and was a co-recipient of the 1995 Nobel Prize in
Chemistry for his role in elucidating the threat to
the Earth's ozone layer of chlorofluorocarbon (CFC)
gases. He became the first Mexican-born citizen to
receive a Nobel Prize in Chemistry.

In 2004 Molina accepted the positions of professor
at the University of California, San Diego and the
Center for Atmospheric Sciences at the Scripps
Institution of Oceanography. Molina is also
Director of the Mario Molina Center for Energy and
Environment in Mexico City. Molina was a climate
policy adviser to the President of Mexico, Enrique
Peña Nieto.

At the University of California at Berkeley in 1973,
Molina and Sherwood Rowland began researching
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), then widely used in
refrigerators, spray cans, and cleaning solvents.
They discovered that the release of CFCs could
destroy the ozone layer in the stratosphere,
allowing more ultraviolet light to get through to
Earth and potentially increasing the rate of skin
cancer. Their efforts led to CFC production being
banned in most countries, and they received the
1995 Nobel Prize in Chemistry.
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Dr. Cynthia Teniente-Matson is the President of
Texas A&M University-San Antonio (A&M-SA) and
is a San Antonio native with over 30 years of higher
education experience in Alaska, California and
Texas. In 2016, she led the university’s
transformation from upper division to a
comprehensive master’s university in addition to
achieving the U.S. Department of Education
Hispanic Serving Institution (HSI) designation.

Dr. Teniente-Matson has been recognized world-
wide and nationally for her leadership and service.
In 2020, she was awarded the Japan Foundation
Center for Global Partnership’s 2020
US-Japan Public Intellectual, and in 2019 she was
recognized as a Network for Change and
Continuous Innovation’s (NCCI) top 20 Thought
Leaders in Change and Innovation. She has also
received the NACUBO Professional Development
Award, Making a Mark on the World Innovation
Award from the San Antonio Hispanic Chamber,
the Top 10 Professional Woman of the Year Award
from the Marjoree Mason Center, the Women’s
Leadership Award from the SA Business Journal,
the Comet Award from the SA Women’s Chamber,
the Hope Award from the Hispanic Organization
for Public Employees, the Civil Leader Award from
La Prensa, and The Top 40 under 40 from the
Alaska Journal of Commerce.

Dr. Teniente-Matson is a sought-after author,
speaker, and mentor on traditional and
contemporary issues in higher education
leadership.
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