
CUMBERLAND REGIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION – REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

FEBRUARY 23, 2017 
 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
A regular meeting of the Cumberland Regional School District Board of Education was held on February 
23, 2017.  President Tom Davis called the meeting to order at 6:00 PM in the Board Office, Love Lane, 
Seabrook, New Jersey. 

Mr. Davis led the flag salute. 

A roll call showed the following members present:  Mr. Benfer, Mr. Rucker, Mrs. Wojcik, Mrs. Hunsberger, 
Mrs. Johnson, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Maloney and Mr. Davis. 

Member(s) absent:  Ms. Gould 

Others present:  Acting Board Secretary Barry Lloyd, Superintendent Steven W. Price and other 
members of the staff and general public.     

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Motion (Johnson, Campbell) that the Board of Education approves the regular minutes of the January 
26, 2017 regular meeting.  The motion was carried unanimously. 

FINANCIAL REPORTS 
A. Board Secretary’s Report 

In accordance with 18A:17-9 for the month of January 2017, the Board Secretary certifies that no line 
item account has been over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-16.10(c), that there are no 
changes in anticipated revenue amounts or revenue sources in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23A – 
16.10(c), and that sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the 
remainder of the fiscal year.   
 
 
____________________________________ ____________________ 
Board Secretary Date 

B. Reconciliation Report  
In accordance with 18A:17-9, the Reconciliation report and Board Secretary’s report are in agreement 
for the month of January 2017. 

C. Board Certification  
Motion to approve and accept the January 2017 Board Secretary and Reconciliation reports and 
pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-16.10(c), we certify that as of January 31, 2017, after review of the Board 
Secretary’s monthly financial report (revenue and appropriations section) and upon consultation with 
the appropriate district officials, that to the best of our knowledge no major accounts or fund has been 
over expended in violation of N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-16.10(c) and that sufficient funds are available to meet 
the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal year.  

D. Line Item Transfers 
Motion to approve the line item transfers and new account appropriations previously approved by the 
Superintendent and Board Secretary, pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-16.10(c) for the month of January 
2017 as per Board Policy. 

E. Approval of Requisitions 
Motion to approve the requisitions through February 23, 2017.  

F. Payment of Bills 
Motion that the Board of Education approves the payment of all authorized regular bills through 
February 23, 2017.  

Motion (Campbell, Rucker) to approve items A-F.   
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Roll Call Vote: Ayes (8) Mr. Benfer, Mr. Rucker, Mrs. Wojcik, Mrs. Hunsberger, Mrs. Johnson, 
Mr. Campbell, Mr. Maloney and Mr. Davis. 

Noes (0) 
Abstain (0) 

 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

STAFF/STUDENT RECOGNITION 
The Board recognized the Colt of the Month for January:  JameAna Hadden, Grade 12.  JameAna 
represents everything that a CRHS student is meant to be. 
The Board announced that the staff member of the month for January was Eugene Thomas. 

PRESENTATION – – Solar Power Purchase Agreement 
Presented by Bradd Forstein, Managing Partner, Altair Development Associates. 
 The project would be located on adjacent property on Love Lane. 
 Altair Development Associates are currently working with Atlantic City Electric to determine the 

interconnection requirements and/or restrictions. 
 The amount of energy generated would offset about 95% of the school’s energy requirements. 
 The new solar system will tie into the CRHS solar system. 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION ON AGENDA ITEMS 
Mayor Jim Crilley and Mr. Roy Spoltore were in attendance and spoke on the “Right of Way” project on 
Love Lane.  The township was awarded a $180,000 grant for this project, which will represent 50% of 
the estimated cost. 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
Mr. Price reported the following: 
 The DEAC committee will be meeting this month to review the evaluation model. 
 The administrative team is working with the teachers to complete the SGOs. 
 The mid-year budget went well with the county. 
 Mr. Price will be visiting the Millville Academy on February 24.  He will report the progress of 

the students attending this academy next month. 
 Planning is underway with the constituent curriculum group for next year’s joint professional 

development. 
 Mr. Price attended the Superintendents’ Academy on February 23. 
 Mr. Price met with Cumberland County College’s new president to discuss collaborative 

opportunities. 
 Mr. Price attended a meeting with three of Cape May county’s superintendents. 
 Mr. Price will be judging Saturday night’s Mr. CRHS competition. 
 The boys and girls basketball teams made the state playoffs. 
 Thanked Mrs. Whelan and Mrs. Calabrese for arranging the contests and awards this month. 
 Thanked Mrs. Benfer and Mrs. Tasker for the new student art hanging in the Board Room. 
 Mr. Thomas is the staff member of the month for January. 
 The CRHS wrestlers are heading to regionals. 

Mr. Price also provided a Quarterly Update on District Goals as follows: 
 Academy Programs – While scheduling continues to be completed, we are beginning the next round 

of Academy outreach. We are scheduling all of our constituent districts for visits to see the 
Academies in action.  This activity was a suggestion from out Constituent Superintendents’ 
meetings.  We are working more closely as a K-12 continuum, which should help students stay 
connected to CRHS.  We will send flyers to all schools to promote our Spring Academy showcase 
and open house.  I met with the president of CCC to work on building our articulation agreements 
to further serve our students.  I have also been in contact with Stockton University to explore 
potential opportunities for our Academy students. 

 Community Relations – We had a successful second semester “Meet the Teachers” night this 
month.  Attendance continues to grow even though it was not as well attended as the first night.  I 
have received a great deal of positive feedback from parents about meeting in the PAC first.  Also, 
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Mr. Davis and I will begin attending the constituent board meetings next month.  We will invite the 
CRHS board members that are from each district to join us.  March will be Fairfield Township.  
Invitations will be sent to 3,400 individual households regarding our spring open house and 
Academy Showcase. 

 Culture and Climate – The winter spirit week and pep rally went well.  We gave students an option 
not to attend.  However, attendance was tremendous.  The gym was packed!  We had to add extra 
chairs to accommodate everyone.  Many students and staff volunteered to participate.  All teams 
were introduced and celebrated.  On Wednesday, February 22, 2017, a group of staff members 
have formed a committee to “increase staff spirit.”  They hosted the first annual Golden Horseshoe 
Awards.  Staff members nominated each other for various awards.  Staff members voted and picked 
the first slate of winners.  The fact that staff members initiated this type of event shows we are 
making progress towards improving the overall climate. 

Motion (Hunsberger, Rucker) to accept the Superintendent’s Report as presented.  The motion was 
carried unanimously. 
OLD BUSINESS ITEMS 
Nothing at this time. 
NEW BUSINESS ITEMS 
Motion (Johnson, Wojcik) to approve the use of Running Deer Golf Club for the spring 2017 CRHSD 
golf teams at a cost of $2,000.  The motion was carried unanimously. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
Personnel   
The following personnel appointments are based upon the recommendation of the Superintendent: 
NO ROLL CALL GROUP – Resignations and Leaves  
1. Motion to accept the resignation of Employee ID #0652 for the purpose of retirement effective 

7/01/17. 
2. Motion to accept the resignation of Employee ID #1835, Asst. Boys’ Spring Track Coach. 
3. Motion to accept the resignation of the following employees at the date listed or as soon as a 

replacement can be found: 
 Employee ID #1959, effective 3/02/17 
 Employee ID #1974, effective 3/12/17 

4. Motion to approve a leave of absence for Employee ID #1749 beginning on or about 4/24/17 and 
returning on or about 6/12/17, pursuant to FMLA and NJFLA.   

5. Motion to approve a leave of absence for Employee ID #1475 beginning on 2/1/17 and returning on 
or about 2/21/17, pursuant to FMLA. 

Motion (Maloney, Benfer) to approve items 1-5 above. The motion was carried unanimously. 
ROLL CALL GROUP – Appointments & Salary Amendments   
6. Motion to appoint Nicole Smith as an Assistant FFA Advisor at a Step 1 stipend, prorated, 

retroactive to October 1, 2016. 
7. Motion to appoint spring season athletic coaches for the 2016-2017 school year, pending receipt of 

required paperwork, as follows: 

SPORT NAME STEP 
Asst. Coach Boys’ Spring Track (Adjunct) James Bagley 5 
Boys’ Golf Jason Ceresini 1 
Asst. Coach Softball (Adjunct) Danine Guarrera 1 
Asst. Coach Boys’ Tennis Devon Land 1 
Weight Trainer (spring) Dan Fougeray 1 
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8. Motion to appoint the following as Paraprofessional Athletic Aides for Baseball for the spring 2017 
season: 
 Phillip Whitehurst 
 Taylor Ostrich (Adjunct) Pending receipt of required paperwork 

Motion (Maloney, Benfer) to approve items 6-8 above.  
Roll Call Vote: Ayes (8) Mr. Benfer, Mr. Rucker, Mrs. Wojcik, Mrs. Hunsberger, Mrs. 

Johnson, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Maloney and Mr. Davis. 
Noes (0) 
Abstain (0) 

 
The motion was carried unanimously.  

NO ROLL CALL GROUP – Employee Travel 
9. Motion to approve Bonnie Powers to attend and co-present with members from the Career 

Pathways Grant at the ACTE (Association for Career and Technical Education) Region I 
Conference in New York City, NY, from April 26 through April 28, 2017. 
Details:  All expenses paid for out of Career Pathways Grant 
Registration = $395; Travel Expenses = $1,533.69 
Transportation to and from NYC, NY, ($301.38 round trip), hotel ($973.31)  
and meals and incidentals ($259) 
https://www.acteonline.org/general.aspx?id=11272#.WJMpeo-cHD4 

10. Motion to approve Patricia Thorne to attend Food Safety & Science CASE Training at Texas A&M 
University in College Station, TX, from June 19 through June 30, 2017. 
Details:  All expenses paid for out of CASE FY 2017 Grant, if approved 
Total Cost about $3,800 
http://clinkscshs.weebly.com/case-food-science--safety-tamu.html  

11. Motion to approve Bruce Harbinson to attend the Rutgers University Public Purchasing Educational 
Forum in Atlantic City, May 4, 2017. 

12. Motion to approve Tom Smith, Supervisor and Buildings and Grounds, to attend the NJSBGA EXPO 
2017 Conference in Atlantic City, March 13-15, 2017, with a cost to the district for registration and 
travel-related expenses. 

Motion (Maloney, Benfer) to approve items 9-12 above. The motion was carried unanimously. 
13. Motion (Maloney, Benfer) to approve the second reading and adoption of Policy and Regulation 

#1510, Americans with Disabilities Act. (Alert 210)  The motion was carried unanimously. 
Finance  
1. Motion (Campbell, Rucker) to approve a consulting agreement beginning February 1, 2017 with 

Salmon Ventures Ltd. for lobbying services on behalf of Cumberland Regional and other South 
Jersey school districts through the Vineland Board of Education serving as Lead Agent in an amount 
not to exceed $430 monthly for a term of 12 months.  The motion was carried unanimously. 

2. Motion (Campbell, Wojcik) to approve the following Resolution:  
SUPPORT OF THE SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON SCHOOL FUNDING FAIRNESS (SR-100) 
 
AT A MEETING OF THE CUMBERLAND REGIONAL BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY, NEW JERSEY, HELD AT 65 LOVE LANE BRIDGETON, NJ 
08302, ON FEBRUARY 23, 2017, 
 
RESOLUTION SUPPORTING SR-100 (ESTABLISHES SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE 
ON SCHOOL FUNDING FAIRNESS): EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY & FAIR 
FUNDING FOR NEW JERSEY SCHOOLS PROPOSED BY SENATE PRESIDENT STEVE 
SWEENEY. 
 

WHEREAS, the Cumberland Regional Board of Education of the Cumberland County, 
New Jersey, does hereby find as follows: 

https://www.acteonline.org/general.aspx?id=11272#.WJMpeo-cHD4
http://clinkscshs.weebly.com/case-food-science--safety-tamu.html
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WHEREAS, eight years ago, the School Funding Reform Act promised adequate funding 
to offer equal educational opportunities for all of New Jersey's schoolchildren - regardless 
of where they live; 

WHEREAS, the School Funding Reform Act offered the promise of making real the 
constitutional duty of offering a ''thorough and efficient" education for each and every school 
and that school aid would be given fairly and equitably statewide based on a formula that 
took into account each municipality's property tax base, its ability to pay, increases and 
decreases in enrollment and any special needs of the children; 

WHEREAS, due to political compromises over time, New Jersey's school aid funding has 
grown less fair and less adequate, year after year; 

WHEREAS, in order to facilitate the most efficient and effective remedy to this 
inadequacy, Senate President Steve Sweeney and Senator M. Teresa Ruiz, the chair of 
the Senate Education Committee, have been working on a plan to restore fairness and 
equity to New Jersey's school aid formula; 

WHEREAS, SR-100 establishes the Senate Select Committee on School Funding 
Fairness which has passed the Senate with bipartisan support; 

WHEREAS, this committee will study the adjustment aid process, the enrollment growth 
cap and other provisions set forth by the 2008 funding law to determine what revisions are 
needed to bring all school districts to full funding over a period of five years; and 

WHEREAS, the guiding principle and the real-life goal of the Senate Select Committee 
on School Funding Fairness would be to bring fairness to the way we allocate school aid, 
and set New Jersey: firmly on the path to full, fair and adequate funding in every school 
district in the state so that every child is afforded an equal opportunity for a quality 
education. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY PROCLAIMED by the Cumberland Regional Board 
of Education of Cumberland County, New Jersey, that Senate Select Committee on School 
Funding Fairness set forth by Senate President Sweeney examine the issue of inequities 
in state education aid and consider the impact that adjustment aid and enrollment caps 
have on such inequities. 

The motion was carried unanimously, with Mr. Maloney abstaining. 
3. Motion (Campbell, Johnson) to acknowledge receipt of the FY 2017 CASE grant funds and approve 

the application submission as authorized by the NJ Department of Education in the amount of 
$10,000.  The motion was carried unanimously. 

4. Motion (Campbell, Maloney) to acknowledge receipt of 2017 NAAE/CASE Institute Scholarships for 
Patricia Thorne and Nicole Smith and approve the application submission in an amount to be 
determined by the reviewers of the applications.  The motion was carried unanimously. 

5. Motion (Campbell, Wojcik) to approve the following resolution: 
WHEREAS, the Cumberland Regional Board of Education recognizes school staff and 

Board members will incur 2017-18 school year travel expenses related to and within the 
scope of their current responsibilities and for travel that promotes the delivery of instruction 
or furthers the efficient operation of the school district; and 

WHEREAS, N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-7 et seq. requires Board members to receive approval of 
these expenses by a majority of the full voting membership of the Board and staff members 
to receive prior approval of these expenses by the Superintendent of Schools and a 
majority of the full voting membership of the Board; and 

WHEREAS, a Board of Education may establish, for regular district business travel only, 
an annual school year threshold of $1,500 per staff member where prior Board approval 
shall not be required unless this annual threshold for a staff member is exceeded in a given 
school year (July 1 through June 30); and 
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WHEREAS, travel and related expenses not in compliance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-7 et 
seq., but deemed by the Board of Education to be necessary and unavoidable as noted on 
the approved Board of Education Out of District Travel and Reimbursement Forms; now 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of Education approves all travel not in 
compliance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-7 et seq. as being necessary and unavoidable as noted 
on the approved Board of Education Out of District Travel and Reimbursement Forms; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Board of Education approves travel and related 
expense reimbursements in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:23A-7 et seq., to a maximum 
expenditure of $50,000 for all staff and board members. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 
Curriculum/Student Life  
1. Motion (Benfer, Maloney) to approve the CRHS spring 2017 athletic team schedule.  The motion 

was carried unanimously. 
2. Motion (Benfer, Maloney) to approve tuition contract agreement for students from CRHS to attend 

Camelot (Thunderbolt Academy Alternative Program) for the remainder of the 2016-2017 school 
year: 
 Student ID #606790, start date 2/08/17 
 Student ID #606874, start date 2/10/17 
The motion was carried unanimously. 

3. Motion (Benfer, Maloney) to approve the 2017-2018 Cumberland Regional School District 
Calendar.  The motion was carried unanimously. 

4. Motion (Benfer, Maloney) to grant non-resident senior privilege to Devin Alvarez “contingent upon 
the pupil's maintenance of good standards of citizenship and discipline” as per Board Policy 5111 
Eligibility of Resident/Nonresident Pupils. Student will be responsible for transportation.  The motion 
was carried unanimously. 

5. Motion (Benfer, Maloney) to amend the start date of Timothy Johnson as a non-resident 9th grade 
student from the 2017-2018 school year to February 27, 2017. NOTE: Student is the son of p/t 
security guard Marlene Johnson and was originally approved 1/2617.  Student is eligible for 
attendance at CRHS as long as parent is a member of our faculty.  The motion was carried 
unanimously. 

6. Motion (Benfer, Maloney) to approve the second reading and adoption of the following 
Policies/Regulations: (Alert 210) 

P 2418 Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - Students (M) New 
R 2418 Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - Students (M) New 
P 5116 Education of Homeless Children Revised 
R 5116 Education of Homeless Children Revised 
P 8330 Student Records (M) Revised 
R 8330 Student Records (M) Revised 

The motion was carried unanimously. 
Facilities/Transportation  
1. Motion (Johnson, Wojcik) to approve Upper Deerfield Township’s Love Lane Right of Way (ROW) 

width increase, which will run parallel and the full distance along the frontage, from thirty-three feet 
(33’) to fifty feet (50’) requiring an additional eight and a half feet (8.5’) of land with the total cost 
associated of the parcel’s creation and transfer borne by the Township. 
Roll Call Vote: Ayes (8) Mr. Benfer, Mr. Rucker, Mrs. Wojcik, Mrs. Hunsberger, Mrs. 

Johnson, Mr. Campbell, Mr. Maloney and Mr. Davis. 
Noes (0) 
Abstain (0) 

The motion was carried unanimously. 
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2. Motion (Johnson, Wojcik) to award Sheppard Bus Service, Inc. the student transportation services 
for 2016-17 Spring Athletics as of March 16, 2017 in the amount of $37,145 based on the bid results 
listed below: 

Name    Bid  Discount Net Bid 
Sheppard Bus Service, Inc $39,100     5%  $37,145 

The motion was carried unanimously. 
Negotiations 
Nothing at this time. 
OTHER REPORTS 
President:  Mr. Davis reported the following: 
 Mr. Davis and Mr. Price will be attending all of the constituent districts’ elementary school 

board meetings before the end of the school year to strengthen the line of communication. 

The Board of Education briefly discussed the newly legislated State Opioid Antidote policy.  

Student Representatives:  Senior Rep. Carly Malestein reported the following: 
 The seniors are looking forward to the Senior Class Trip in two weeks. 
 The spring play, Cinderella, will be at the end of March. 
 Mr. CRHS is Saturday from 6:00-9:00 PM in the PAC.  It’s titled, “Saturday Night Live.” 
 There will be a Pep Rally on Friday, May 12th for spring sports.  That week will be Spirit Week. 
 Students will have a Teacher Appreciation Week in May.  
Principal:  Mr. Aiello reported the following: 
 The second semester has gotten off to a great start. All new teachers have settled in nicely to 

their new roles.  We are looking forward to all upcoming events. 
 There will be a Retirement Dinner on June 1st. 

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
Nothing at this time. 

COMMUNICATIONS 
Nothing at this time. 

FUTURE MEETINGS 
March 15 Special Preliminary 2017-2018 Budget Meeting 6:00 PM 
March 15 Finance Committee 5:00 PM 
  Facilities/Transportation Committee 5:30 PM 
  Curriculum/Student Life Committee 6:30 PM 
  Personnel Committee 7:00 PM 
March 23 Regular Board Meeting 6:00 PM 

IMPORTANT DATES 
February 25 Mr. CRHS Pageant (PAC) 6:00 PM-9:00 PM 
March 2 Senior Trip Parent Meeting (Media Center) 1:30 PM 
March 2 Senior Trip Parent Meeting (Media Center) 6:00 PM 
March 11 Wall of Fame Celebration (Centerton CC) 9:00 AM 
March 20 Citizens Advisory Committee Meeting 6:00 PM 
March 23 Spring Musical “Cinderella” (PAC) 7:00 PM 
March 24 Spring Musical “Cinderella” (PAC) 7:00 PM 
March 25 Spring Musical “Cinderella” (PAC) 1:00 PM & 7:00 PM 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Nothing at this time. 

ADJOURNMENT 
Motion (Benfer, Maloney) was made to adjourn.  The motion was carried and the meeting ended at 
7:25 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Barry Lloyd 
Acting Board Secretary 
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