
 

 

Sabin Middle School 
School Accountability Committee 

11/4/19 

Attendance: 
Parent Members:   School Members:  Community Members: 
Neil Pettigrew(Chair)               Bill Walker 
Velvet Stepanek    Jared Welch 
Steve Stepp 

 
Minutes: 

1. Introductions  
No introductions were needed 

 
2. Approve agenda 

Added a discussion about GMP Camp 
 

3. Approve minutes from the October 7th meeting 
 Minutes approved.  Need to make an update to the August minutes. 
 

4. SAC Training Information 
Thursday, November 7th, 2019, 6 – 8 pm, Tesla auditorium 
Refreshments in rooms 116, 129, from 5:30 – 6 pm 
Dr. Michael Thomas:  The Strategy Plan moving into the Academic Master Plan and the role the SAC 
will play in that work. 
Mr. Jeff Veley:  Resilience Education for Bullying Prevention.  His presentation will focus on what 
parents/SACs can do to support their students. 
 

5. Sabin Middle School’s weekly updates  
These messages are liked by parents.  Principal’s message with a friendly photo, calendar of events, 
and pictures from several special events. 
 

6. Discussion of News Articles 
Newspaper article entitled “State raises School Standards”.  A few quotes: 
State ratings are based on student performance on standardized tests taken in the Spring,” 
“This year, 45.6% of 3rd – 8th graders met or exceeded grade – level expectations on literacy tests.” 
“And just 34.7% of students did so in math.” 
“Yet, 72 % of Colorado elementary and middle schools received the state’s highest rating:  
performance” 
The new rating system will go into effect in 2021. 10% for On-Track at grade level. 
 
Another article in the paper on Halloween: “US students’ performance lags on Nation’s Report Card” – 
some information on 8th graders’ preparation for high school.  
 
Some students haven’t passed a class since 3rd grade.  How are they going to be ready for high school?  
No accountability when they fail.  There should be consequences.   



 

 

 
Promotion standards have been set at the middle school level to encourage students to do well.  It is 
difficult to engage students when they don’t want to do anything.  Teachers are working hard to get 
students to get work done.  Students being pulled at lunch to do work that is not getting done in class. 
 
There was also a bullying report on KOAA about a student in Canon City.   
 
One parent has found that the BARK subscription to watch what teens are doing on their phones has 
been useful.  Cell phone usage at Sabin is starting to go up again.  Students are not allowed to have cell 
phones.  Drama has decreased because no texting and messaging during the day.  A message will go 
out to be sure parents and students know the cell phone policy. 
 

7. First Quarter Galileo (ADB) testing results 
            See attached pages at the end 
 

8. Parent / teacher conferences participation 
 Just under 400 students parents were seen, 780 students are at Sabin.   
 How do we get to have conversations with the other 380 families?  Need to  
 identify which students need more. 
 Trying to improve on Kid Talks.  Working on MTSS for interventions, and tutoring. 
 In progress reports from teachers comments are added about needing to be seen. 
 
 Interpreters were available for parents all day. 
 

9. Attendance and discipline during the 1st quarter 
 Couldn’t see data will have to look at next month. 
 

10.  GMP Camp 
Parents appreciate this camp because it is a way to bond between teachers and students.  Wish that 
the whole school had the opportunity for the same kind of team building experience.  It also helps 
students with confidence.  It would be nice if the camp was in the fall instead of at the end of the year. 

 
11. School budget 

There was a question about the effectiveness of tutoring dollars.  We will discuss this more at a later 
meeting. 

 
12. Good news 

 Wrestling started.  First match tonight. 
 Basketball going on. 
 Honor Choir - 13 to 15 students made it 
 Waiting to hear on all-state choir to see who made it. 
 Band competition is looking for a site. 
 UCCS Classroom observations are going on, 1 day a week for 4 weeks 
  

13. Upcoming events 
 Drama Club Play coming up 
 Musical, The Little Mermaid, coming up 



 

 

 Veteran’s Day Assembly and Walk of Champions 
  Mitchell’s color guard coming for the assembly 
 GMP Boat Regatta coming up right before Thanksgiving 
 
 Signs of Suicide curriculum getting taught in Advisory in first week of December  
 Sabin has been chosen to take Healthy Kids Colorado Survey.  2 social studies  
 classes per grade level will take it November 21. 

5 Essentials Survey between November and December.  Students and staff will take the survey now.  
Parents will be added later. 

 Great Schools Partnership, 3-5 people from school in Maine looking at Advisory   
 implementation at Sabin 
 Neil should start Positive Action Observations tomorrow. 
  
 
      14. 7th grade battle of the books  

Currently there is no 7th grade team sponsor.  There are some parents willing to  come help with the 
team but they haven’t heard anything back.  We don’t want the 7th graders to miss out. 

 
 
      15. Next Sabin SAC meeting 
 Monday, December 2nd, same time and place.  

 
  



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


