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Blackburn Elementary Beth Dalton - Principal Sharon Clark Ashley Kelone, RN 2401 Concord Drive Heather Hembree - Assistant 
Principal Robin Barela, WAS Forney, TX 75126 Latecia Mccline - Assistant Principal  
469-762-4300  
469-762-4301 (fax)  

Claybon Elementary Ashley Toney - Principal Robin Robinson McCardell Ashley Berg, RN 1011 FM 741 Brittany Hartley - 
Assistant Principal  
Forney, TX 75126  
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Criswell Elementary Elizabeth Kneggs - Principal Laura Townsend Winters Skylar Hacker, RN 401 FM 740 N Samara Levy - 
Assistant Principal Saundra Monroe, WAS Forney, TX 75126  
469-762-4310  
469-762-4311 (fax)  
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Crosby Elementary Wendy Bailey - Principal Valecia Eaton-Noland Kayla Smith, RN 495 Diamond Creek Dr. Ashley Long - 
Assistant Principal  
Forney, TX 75126  
469-762-4315  
469-762-4316 (fax)  

Dewberry Elementary Courtney Parker - Principal Alicia Anderson Ashley Leonard, RN 6800 Falcon Way Cindy Brunson - Assistant 
Principal Sharon Kinnard, WAS Forney, TX 75126 Wendell Harris - Assistant Principal  
469-762-4295 Devon Evans - Administrative Intern  
469-762-4296 (fax)  

Griffin Elementary Kristie Crabtree - Principal Lauren Buerck Tammy Aud, RN 1130 S. Ravenhill Michaela Elkins - Assistant 
Principal Cierra Ivey, WAS  
Forney, TX 75126  
469-762-4295  
469-762-4296 (fax)  

Henderson Elementary Kristy Mach - Principal Sarah McCaleb Kristy Gregory, RN 12755 FM 1641 Karen Howard - Assistant 
Principal Cierra Ivey, WAS  
Forney, TX 75126  
469-762-4320  
469-762-4321 (fax)  

Johnson Elementary Katie Wilson - Principal Leslie Thomas Ashley Kinder, RN 10835 Walnut Lane Carissa Perry - Assistant 
Principal  
Forney, TX 75126  
469-762-4325  
469-762-4326 (fax)  

Lewis Elementary Danielle Bingert - Principal Mary Ladwig Nicole Barahona, 1309 Luckenbach Brittany Cobb - Assistant Principal 
Shina Young, WAS RN Forney, TX 75126 Starla Richter - Assistant Principal  
469-762-4330  
469-762-4331 (fax)  

Willett Elementary Shelby Denman - Principal Taylor Bell Michele Cook, RN 1896 Gateway Blvd Natalie Brown - Assistant Principal  
Forney, TX 75126  
469-762-4290  
469-762-4291 (fax)  

Wilson Elementary Maribel Sanchez - Principal Vanessa Olguin Karla Quintero, RN 950 Innovation Way Rodrigo Echeverria - 
Assistant Principal  
Forney, TX 75126  
469-762-4335  
469-762-4336 (fax)  

Early Childhood Center Ashley Rideout - Principal Lori Shelton Erika Dower, RN 680 Innovation Blvd Stacie Warren - Assistant 



Principal  
Forney, TX 75126  
469-762-4280  

Jones Intermediate Dr. Barbi Nack - Principal Amanda Pearson Kristina Leipply, RN 811 S Bois D Arc St Kristina May - Assistant 
Principal Sarah Wolfe  
Forney, TX 75126 Sabrina West - Assistant Principal  
469-762-4340  
469-762-4341 (fax)  

Rhea Intermediate Brianna Malone - Principal Andrea Powell Madison Wiser, RN 250 Monitor Blvd Amber Williams - Assistant 
Principal Amber Reese  
Forney, TX 75126 Brittany Martin (Stephens) - Administrative Intern  
469-762-4360  
469-762-4361 (fax)  
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Rhodes Intermediate Brenda Lopez - Principal Stephanie Legates Amanda Grosso, 775 Innovation Blvd. Anna Aguilar - Assistant 
Principal Brigette Taylor RN Forney, TX 75126 Stacye Cunningham - Assistant Principal Tawanica Newell, SSC 469-762-4370  
469-762-4371 (fax)  

Smith Intermediate Felicia Marshall - Principal Linda Black Brianna Reyes, RN 1750 Iron Gate Blvd. Houston DeBerry - Assistant 
Principal Latecia Bryant  
Forney, TX 75126 Chertricia Herrera - Assistant Principal Yolanda Prim, SSC 469-762-4365  
469-762-4366 (fax)  

Brown Middle School Judith Willis - Principal Regina Walston Rebekah 1050 Windmill Fms Blvd. Lakisha Moore - Assistant 
Principal Diane Smith Blackwood, RN Forney, TX 75126 Marcus Mercy - Assistant Principal Travis Smith, SSC 469-762-4260  
469-762-4261 (fax)  

Jackson Middle School Stacey Wetzel - Principal Andrea Janae Francis Susan Alexander, 651 Innovation Blvd. Marcos Rangel - 
Assistant Principal Shannon Light RN Forney, TX 75126 Amanda Lale - Assistant Principal Alisha Logan, SSC 469-762-4270  
469-762-4271 (fax)  

Themer Middle School Molly Purl - Principal Jen Smith Ashley Zmolik, RN 12503 FM 1641 Brent Craig - Assistant Principal Allison 
Lewis  
Forney, TX 75126 Erika Billings - Administrative Intern  
469-762-4240  
469-762-4241 (fax)  

Warren Middle School Josh Garcia - Principal Katy Coffey Amy Schmidt, RN 811 S. Bois d’Arc Dr. Rose Thompson - Assistant 
Principal Stephanie Simpson Forney, TX 75126 Raven Woods - Assistant Principal  
469-762-4250  
469-762-4251 (fax)  

Forney High School Jennifer Gholson - Principal (10-12 Center) Cara Jesse (Lead) Molly Crane, RN 1800 College Ave. Rushing 
Mayes - Associate Principal Danielle Hewett (A-D) Latichia Barrow, Forney, TX 75126 Wayne Bollin - Assistant Principal DeShandra 

Oneal (L-Ri) Medical Assistant 469-762-4200 Chelsey Hannah - Assistant Principal Vanessa Morgan (E-K) 469-762-4201 (fax) 
Lester Lopez - Assistant Principal Kandra Rincones (Ro-Z) Clay Waller - Assistant Principal Tiffani Curtis, SSC  

Forney High School Dr. Justin James - Principal (9th Center) Dee Dee Vaughan Carrie Thompson, Freshman Center Megan Still - 
Assistant Principal RN 1800 College Ave. Timothy Wilkerson - Assistant Principal  
Forney, TX 75126  
469-762-4200  
469-762-4201 (fax)  

North Forney High Dr. Djara Patton - Principal (10-12 Center) Chris Cooper (Lead) Sharon Russell, RN School DeAndrea Smith - 
Associate Principal Tonya Payne Leticia Silva, 6170 Falcon Way Dr. Derrice Randle - Assistant Principal Nikia Seay Medical Assistant 
Forney, TX 75126 Reginald Geans - Assistant Principal Patricia Zingg  
469-762-4210 Dr. Janis Grace - Assistant Principal Sara Stringer  
469-762-4211 (fax) Joneita Kelly - Assistant Principal Janay Norvell, SSC Eric Williams - Administrative 

Intern  

North Forney High Jason Mood - Principal (9th Center) Stephanie Givens (A-K) Lisa Salinas, LVN Freshman Center Amanda 



Michael - Assistant Principal Anu Olayinka (L-Z) 6170 Falcon Way Michael Merriman - Assistant Principal  
Forney, TX 75126  
469-762-4210  
469-762-4211 (fax)  
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Opportunity Central (OC) Todd Hopkins - Administrator  
680 Innovation Blvd Eric Segovis - Administrator  
Forney, TX 75126 Talli Holt - Administrator  
469-762-4375 Amanda Karner - Administrative Intern  

Forney Learning Dr. Stephanie Leach - Director Catherine Acker Marsha Academy Nicole Smith-Hooks - Assistant Principal 
Kenya Williams Gainspoletti, RN 15640 FM 548 Deri Adams-Hooper - Assistant Principal  
Forney, TX 75126 John Garcia - Program Administrator  
469-762-4350 Sean Nunnelley - Program Administrator  
469-762-4351 (fax)  

Virtual Academy Stacy Ryan - Executive Director Dana Thomas  
680 Innovation Blvd Holly Malone - Coordinator  
Forney, TX 75126  
469-762-4190  
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2024 – 2025 School Times  
CAMPUS  START  DISMISSAL  DOORS OPEN 

Elementary  7:50 AM  3:25 PM  7:20 AM 

*All campuses 
hosting Full Day 
Pre-K and ECSE-4 

7:50 AM  3:25 PM  7:20 AM 

Intermediate  7:35 AM  3:10 PM  7:05 AM 

Middle School  8:25 AM  4:00 PM  7:55 AM 



High School  8:40 AM  4:15 PM  8:10 AM 

 
 

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER - OPPORTUNITY CENTRAL  
PROGRAM  START  DISMISSAL  DOORS OPEN 

Pre-K - Full Day  7:35 AM  3:10 PM  7:05 AM 

ECSE - Full Day  7:35 AM  3:10 PM  7:05 AM 

ECSE - AM  7:35 AM  10:47 AM  7:05 AM 

ECSE - PM  11:58 AM  3:10 PM  N/A 

 
 

FORNEY LEARNING ACADEMY  
PROGRAM  START  DISMISSAL  DOORS OPEN 

DAEP  8:40 AM  4:15 PM  8:10 AM 

ASPIRE K-6  7:50 AM  3:25 PM  7:20 AM 

ASPIRE 7-12  8:40 AM  4:15 PM  8:10 AM 

GOALS  9:00 AM  4:35 PM  8:30 AM 

 
 

Updated 6/10/2024 

Forney ISD Student Handbook  

Preface Parents and Students:  
Welcome to the new school year!  

Education is a team effort. Students, parents, teachers, and other staff members working 
together will make this a successful year.  

The Forney ISD Student Handbook is a general reference guide that is divided into two 
sections:  

Section One: Parental Rights describes certain parental rights as specified in state or federal 
law.  

Section Two: Other Important Information for Parents and Students is organized 
alphabetically by topic. Where applicable, the topics are further organized by grade level.  

Note: Unless otherwise noted, the term “parent” refers to the parent, legal guardian, any person 
granted some other type of lawful control of a student, or any other person who has agreed to 
assume school-related responsibility for a student.  

The Student Handbook is designed to align with law, board-adopted policy, and the Student 
Code of Conduct, a board-adopted document intended to promote school safety and an 
atmosphere for learning. The Student Handbook is not meant to be a complete statement of all 
policies, procedures, or rules in any given circumstance.  

In case of conflicts between board policy (including the Student Code of Conduct) and any 



Student Handbook provision, the district will follow board policy and the Student Code of 
Conduct.  

Therefore, parents and students should become familiar with the Forney ISD Student Code of 
Conduct. To review the Code of Conduct, visit the district’s website at www.forneyisd.net. State 
law requires that the Code of Conduct be prominently displayed or made available for review at 
each campus.  

The Student Handbook is updated annually; however, policy adoption and revisions may occur 
throughout the year. The district encourages parents to stay informed of proposed policy 
changes by attending board meetings and reviewing communications explaining changes in 
policy or other rules that affect Student Handbook provisions. The district reserves the right to 
modify the Student Handbook at any time. Notice of revisions will be provided as is reasonably 
practical.  

Although the Student Handbook may refer to rights established through law or district policy, it 
does not create additional rights for parents and students. It does not, nor is it intended to, 
represent a contract between any parent or student and the district.  

A hard copy of either the Student Code of Conduct or Student Handbook can be requested at 
the campus or Forney ISD Administration Building.  

Note: References to board policy codes are included for ease of reference. The hard copy of 
the district’s official policy manual is available for review in the district administration office, and 
an unofficial electronic copy is available at www.forneyisd.net.  
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The policy manual includes:  

● Legally referenced (LEGAL) policies that contain provisions from federal and state 
laws and regulations, case law, and other legal authorities that provide the legal 
framework for school districts.  

● Board-adopted (LOCAL) policies that articulate the board’s choices and values 
regarding district practices.  

For questions about the material in this handbook, please contact the office of Student Services:  

Student Services  
600 S. Bois D’ Arc  
Forney, TX 75126  
462-762-4100  
edperdue@forneyisd.net  

Complete the verification of enrollment or new enrollment by signing for the forms electronically 
when registering:  

● Acknowledgment of Electronic Distribution of Student Handbook,  

● Notice Regarding Directory Information and Parent’s Response Regarding Release 
of Student Information,  



● Parent’s Objection to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters and 
Institutions of Higher Education (if you choose to restrict the release of information to 
these entities), and  

● Consent/Opt-Out Form for participation in third-party surveys.  

[See Objecting to the Release of Directory Information and Consent Required 
Before Student Participation in a Federally Funded Survey for more information.]  

Accessibility  
If you have difficulty accessing this handbook because of a disability, please contact:  

Emily Perdue  
Executive Administrative Assistant to Human Services  
600 S. Bois D’ Arc, Forney, TX 75126  
edperdue@forneyisd.net  
469-762-4100  

Updated 6/10/2024 
Forney ISD Student Handbook  

Section One: Parental Rights  
This section describes certain parental rights as specified in state or federal law. 

Consent, Opt-Out, and Refusal Rights  

Consent to Conduct a Psychological Evaluation  

Unless required under state or federal law, a district employee will not conduct a 
psychological examination, test, or treatment without obtaining prior written parental consent.  

Note: An evaluation may be legally required under special education rules or by the Texas 
Education Agency for child abuse investigations and reports.  

Consent Before Human Sexuality Instruction  

Annual Notification  
If the district chooses to provide human sexuality instruction, the district must obtain written 
consent from the student’s parent and provide the parent with access to curriculum 
material. Parents will be sent a request for written consent at least 14 days before the 
instruction will begin.  

[The district is currently reviewing curriculum material to present to the School Health Advisory 



Council.]  

Consent to Instruction on Prevention of Child Abuse, Family Violence, Dating 
Violence, and Sex Trafficking  

Before a student receives instruction on the prevention of child abuse, family violence, dating 
violence and sex trafficking, the district must obtain written consent from the student’s parent. 
Parents will be sent a request for written consent at least 14 days before the instruction will 
begin.  

Annual Notification  

Students receive instruction related to the prevention of child abuse, family violence, dating 
violence, and sex trafficking. The School Health Advisory Council (SHAC) makes 
recommendations for curriculum materials, and the school board adopts the materials and 
determines the specific content of the instruction.  

[The district is currently reviewing curriculum material to present to the School Health Advisory 
Council.]  

In accordance with state law, a parent may:  

● Review, receive a copy of, or purchase a copy of curriculum materials depending on 
the copyright of the materials. As required by law, any curriculum materials in the 
public domain used in this instruction will be posted on the district’s website at the 
location indicated above.  

● Remove his or her child from any part of this instruction without academic, 
disciplinary, or other penalties.  

● Become involved in the development of this curriculum by becoming a member of 
the district’s SHAC or attending SHAC meetings. (See the campus principal for 
details.)  
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● Use the district’s grievance procedure concerning a complaint. See Complaints and 
Concerns (All Grade Levels) and policy FNG for information on the grievance and 
appeals process.  

[See Consent to Human Sexuality Instruction; Dating Violence; and Child Sexual 
Abuse, Neglect, Trafficking, and Other Maltreatment of Children]  

Consent to Provide a Mental Health Care Service  

The district will not provide a mental health care service to a student or conduct a medical 
screening of a student as part of the district’s intervention procedures except as permitted by 
law.  

The district has established procedures for recommending to a parent an intervention for a 
student with early warning signs of mental health concerns, substance abuse, or suicide risk. 
The district’s mental health liaison will notify the student’s parent within a reasonable amount of 
time after the liaison learns that a student has displayed early warning signs and provide 
information about available counseling options.  

The Campus Counselor and/or Student Support Counselor will support the student and family to 
ensure they have been connected with appropriate counseling resources They will follow-up 
and be available to provide additional support if needed.  



The district has also established procedures for staff to notify the Threat Assessment Team 
regarding a student who may need intervention. The Threat Assessment administrator can be 
contacted through the front office of your student’s campus. The administrator can provide 
further information regarding these procedures as well as educational materials on identifying 
risk factors, accessing resources for treatment or support on-and off-campus, and accessing 
available student accommodations provided on campus.  

The district has also established procedures for staff to notify the mental health liaison regarding 
a student who may need intervention.  

The mental health liaison can be reached at:  

Tina Spain  
Director of Guidance and Counseling  
600 S. Bois D’ Arc, Forney, TX 75126  
trspain@forneyisd.net  
469-762-4100  

The mental health liaison can provide further information regarding these procedures as well as 
curriculum materials on identifying risk factors, accessing resources for treatment or support on 
and off campus, and accessing available student accommodations provided on campus.  

[See Mental Health Support]  

Consent to Display a Student’s Original Works and Personal Information  
Teachers may display a student’s work in classrooms or elsewhere on campus as recognition of 
student achievement without seeking prior parental consent. These displays may include 
personally identifiable student information. Student work includes:  

● Artwork  

● Special projects  
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● Photographs  

● Original videos or voice recordings  

● Other original works  

However, the district will seek parental consent before displaying a student’s work on the 
district’s website, a website affiliated or sponsored by the district (such as a campus or 
classroom website), or in district publications, which may include printed materials, videos, or 
other methods of mass communication.  

Consent to Receive Parenting and Paternity Awareness Instruction if a Student is 
Under Age 14  

A student under age 14 must have parental permission to participate in the district’s Parenting 
and Paternity Awareness Program  
(https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/child-support/programs-and-initiatives/parenting-and-pat 
ernity-awareness-papa/papa-educators/papa-curriculum). This program was developed by the 
Office of the Texas Attorney General and the State Board of Education (SBOE) to be 
incorporated into health education classes.  

Consent to Video or Audio Record a Student when Not Already Permitted by Law  



State law permits the school to make a video or voice recording without parental permission 
when the recording is to be used for:  

● School safety  

● Classroom instruction or a co-curricular or extracurricular activity  

● Media coverage of the school  

● Promotion of student safety as provided by law for a student receiving special 
education services in certain settings  

In other circumstances, the district will seek written parental consent before making a video or 
voice recording of a student.  

Please note that parents and visitors to a classroom, both virtual and in person, may not record 
video or audio or take photographs or other still images without permission from the teacher or 
other school official.  

Opting Out of Advanced Mathematics in Grades 6-8  

The district will automatically enroll a student in grade 6 in an advanced mathematics course if 
the student performed in the top 40 percent on the grade 5 mathematics STAAR or a local 
measure that demonstrates proficiency in the student's grade 5 mathematics course work.  

Enrollment in an advanced mathematics course in grade 6 will enable students to enroll in 
Algebra I in grade 8 and advanced mathematics in grades 9-12.  

The student's parent may opt the student out of automatic enrollment in an advanced 
mathematics course.  

Prohibiting the Use of Corporal Punishment  
Corporal punishment—spanking or paddling a student—is not used as a discipline management 
technique in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct and policy FO(LOCAL) in the 
district’s policy manual.  
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Limiting Electronic Communications between Students and District Employees  
The district permits teachers and other approved employees to use electronic communications 
with students within the scope of professional responsibilities, as described by district 
guidelines.  

For example, a teacher may create a social networking page for his or her class to relay 
information regarding class work, homework, and tests. A parent is welcome to access such a 
page.  

However, text messages sent to an individual student are only allowed if a district employee with 
responsibility for an extracurricular activity must communicate with a student participating in that 
activity.  

1. Communication between an employee and a student where a family relationship 
(i.e., relation by blood or marriage) exists;  

2. Communication between an employee and a student where a social relationship 
exists which is consistent with the Texas Educators Code of Ethics [See policy DH 
(Exhibit)]; or  



3. Communication between an employee and a student where the employee is 
communicating with the student(s) within the scope of their professional responsibilities 
(e.g., for classroom teachers, matters relating to class work, homework, and tests; for an 
employee with an extracurricular duty, matters relating to the extracurricular activity).  

An employee who claims an exception based on a social relationship shall facilitate the 
completion of the Authorization to Electronically Communicate with/Text a Student form which is 
available via the district website, as well as provide written consent from the student’s parent. 
The written consent shall include an acknowledgement by the parent that:  

● The employee has provided the parent with a copy of this protocol;  

● The employee and the student have a social relationship outside of school;  

● The parent understands that the employee’s communications with the student are 
accepted from district regulation; and  

● The parent is solely responsible for monitoring electronic communications between the 
employee and the student.  

Regardless of the relationship between an employee and a student which may permit a 
communication, any employee communicating with a student(s) shall be subject to all applicable 
state and federal laws, local policies, administrative regulations, and the Texas Educators’ Code 
of Ethics, including:  

1. Compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), including 
retention and confidentiality of student records [See policy FL (Legal) and (Local)];  

2. Copyright law [See policy EFE (Legal) and (Local)];  

3. Prohibitions against soliciting or engaging in sexual conduct or a romantic relationship 
with a student [See policy DHB (Legal) and (Local)].  

In addition, the following restrictions apply to those employees communicating with students 
within the scope of their professional responsibilities:  
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1. Employees communicating with students through any form of electronic media shall 
limit the content of such communications to matters within the scope of the employee’s 
professional responsibilities.  

2. Communication with students through a social networking page is permitted only if the 
social networking page is created by the employee solely for the purpose of 
communicating with students and is accessible to parents and campus administrators.  

3. Employees do not have a right to privacy with respect to communications with 
students and parents.  

Employees may use any form of electronic media except direct text messaging. Any texting 
from employees to students is only allowed through a texting service which allows for a historical 
record of the text. This limitation does not apply to employees texting students who are family 
members or in situations where the employee has followed the prescribed protocol for 
communicating with students as part of an appropriate social relationship (see previous section).  

If you prefer that your child not receive any one-to-one electronic communications from a district 



employee or if you have questions related to the use of electronic media by district employees, 
please contact the campus principal.  

Objecting to the Release of Directory Information  

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, or FERPA, permits the district to disclose 
appropriately designated “directory information” from a student’s education records without 
written consent.  

“Directory information” is information that, if released, is generally not considered harmful or an 
invasion of privacy. Examples include:  

● A student’s photograph (for publication in the school yearbook)  

● A student’s name and grade level (for communicating class and teacher 
assignments)  

● The name, weight, and height of an athlete (for publication in a school athletic 
program)  

● A list of student birthdays (for generating schoolwide or classroom recognition)  

● A student’s name and photograph (posted on a district-approved and 
-managed social media platform)  

● The names and grade levels of students submitted by the district to a local 
newspaper or other community publication (to recognize the A/B honor roll for a 
specific grading period)  

Directory information will be released to anyone who follows procedures for requesting it.  

However, a parent or eligible student may object to the release of this information. Any objection 
must be made in writing to the principal within ten school days of the student’s first day of 
instruction for this school year. [See Notice Regarding Directory Information and Parent’s 
Response Regarding Release of Student Information, included in the forms packet.]  

The district requests that families living in a shelter for survivors of family violence or trafficking 
notify district personnel that the student currently resides in such a shelter. Families may want to  
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opt out of the release of directory information so that the district does not release any 
information that might reveal the location of such a shelter.  

As allowed by state law, the district has identified two directory information lists — one for 
school-sponsored purposes and a second for all other requests. For district publications and 
announcements, the district has designated the following as directory information: yearbook, 
newspaper, news, releases, athletic programs, and all other district publications and 
announcements—directory information shall include student name; degrees, honors, and 
awards received; grade level; photograph; enrollment status; participation in officially recognized 
activities and sports; and weight and height of members of athletic teams [FL(LOCAL)]. If a 
parent does not object to the use of his or her child’s information for these school-sponsored 
purposes, the school will not ask permission each time the district wants to use the information 
for these purposes.  

For all other purposes, the district has identified the following as directory information: student 
name; photograph; enrollment status; major field of study; degrees, honors, and awards 
received; dates of attendance; grade level; most recent educational institution attended; 



participation in officially recognized activities and sports; and weight and height of members of 
athletic teams [FL(LOCAL)]. If a parent does not object to the use of the student’s information 
for these purposes, the school must release this information when requested by an outside 
entity or individual.  

Note: Also see Authorized Inspection and Use of Student Records.  

Objecting to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters and Institutions of 
Higher Education (Secondary Grade Levels Only)  

Unless a parent has advised the district not to release his or her student’s information, the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) requires the district to comply with requests from military 
recruiters or institutions of higher education to provide the following information about students:  

● Name  

● Address  

● Telephone listing  

Military recruiters may also have access to a student’s district-provided email address, unless a 
parent has advised the district not to release this information.  

[See Parent’s Objection to the Release of Student Information to Military Recruiters and 
Institutions of Higher Education, included in the forms packet.]  

Participation in Third-Party Surveys  
Consent Required Before Student Participation in a Federally Funded Survey  
The Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA) provides parents certain rights regarding 
participation in surveys, the collection and use of information for marketing purposes, and 
certain physical exams.  

A parent has the right to consent before a student is required to submit to a survey funded by 
the U.S. Department of Education that concerns any of the following protected areas:  

● Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or the student’s parent  

● Mental or psychological problems of the student or the student’s family Updated 6/10/2024 
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● Sex behavior or attitudes  

● Illegal, antisocial, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior  

● Critical appraisals of individuals with whom the student has a close family 
relationship  

● Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, doctors, and 
ministers  

● Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parent  

● Income, except when the information is required by law and will be used to 
determine the student’s eligibility for a program  

A parent may inspect the survey or other instrument and any corresponding instructional 
materials used in connection with such a survey. [See policy EF(LEGAL) for more information.]  

“Opting Out” of Participation in Other Types of Surveys or Screenings and the 
Disclosure of Personal Information  



The PPRA gives parents the right to receive notice and an opportunity to opt a student out of:  

● Activities involving the collection, disclosure, or use of personal information gathered 
from the child for the purpose of marketing, selling, or otherwise disclosing that 
information to others.  

● Any nonemergency, invasive physical examination or screening required as a 
condition of attendance, administered by the school or its agent, and not necessary 
to protect the immediate health and safety of the student.  

Exceptions are hearing, vision, or spinal screenings, or any physical examination or screening 
permitted or required under state law. [See policies EF and FFAA for more information.]  

A parent may inspect:  

● Protected information surveys of students and surveys created by a third party  

● Instruments used to collect personal information from students for any of the above 
marketing, sales, or other distribution purposes  

● Instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum  

The ED provides extensive information about the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment 
(https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/resources/protection-pupil-rights-amendment-ppra-general-guidan 
ce), including a PPRA Complaint Form (https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/file-a-complaint).  

Removing a Student from Instruction or Excusing a Student from a Required 
Component of Instruction  

See Consent to Human Sexuality Instruction and Consent to Instruction on Prevention of 
Child Abuse, Family Violence, Dating Violence, and Sex Trafficking for information on a 
parent’s right to remove a student from such instruction.  

Reciting a Portion of the Declaration of Independence in Grades 3-12  

State law designates the week of September 17 as Celebrate Freedom Week and requires all 
social studies classes to provide the following:  
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● Instruction concerning the intent, meaning, and importance of the Declaration of 
Independence and the U.S. Constitution  

● A specific recitation from the Declaration of Independence for students in grades 
3-12.  

Per state law, a student may be excused from recitation of a portion of the Declaration of 
Independence if any of the following apply:  

● A parent provides a written statement requesting that his or her child be excused.  

● The district determines that the student has a conscientious objection to the 
recitation.  

● A parent is a representative of a foreign government to whom the U.S. government 
extends diplomatic immunity.  

[See policy EHBK(LEGAL) for more information.]  



Reciting the Pledges to the U.S. and Texas Flags  
A parent may request that his or her child be excused from participation in the daily recitation of 
the Pledge of Allegiance to the U.S. flag and the Pledge of Allegiance to the Texas flag. The 
request must be made in writing.  

State law, however, requires that all students participate in one minute of silence following 
recitation of the pledges.  

[See Pledges of Allegiance and a Minute of Silence and policy EC(LEGAL) for more 
information.]  

Religious or Moral Beliefs  

A parent may remove his or her child temporarily from the classroom if a scheduled instructional 
activity conflicts with the parent’s religious or moral beliefs.  

The removal may not be used to avoid a test and may not extend for an entire semester. The 
student must also satisfy grade-level and graduation requirements as determined by the school 
and by state law.  

Tutoring or Test Preparation  

A teacher may determine that a student needs additional targeted assistance for the student to 
achieve mastery in state-developed essential knowledge and skills based on:  

● Informal observations  

● Evaluative data such as grades earned on assignments or tests  

● Results from diagnostic assessments  

The school will always attempt to provide tutoring and strategies for test-taking in ways that 
prevent removal from other instruction as much as possible.  

In accordance with state law and policy EC, districts must obtain parental permission before 
removing a student from a regularly scheduled class for remedial tutoring or test preparation for 
more than ten percent of the days the class is offered.  

If a district offers tutorial services to students, state law requires a student with a grade below 70 
for a reporting period to attend.  
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[For questions about school-provided tutoring programs, contact the student’s teacher and see 
policies EC and EHBC. See Standardized Testing for information regarding required 
accelerated instruction after a student fails to perform satisfactorily on certain state-mandated 
tests.]  

Right of Access to Student Records, Instructional Materials, and District 
Records/Policies  
Parent Review of Instructional Materials  

A parent has the right to review teaching materials, textbooks, and other teaching aids and 
instructional materials used in the curriculum, and to examine tests that have been 
administered, whether instruction is delivered in-person, virtually, or remotely.  

The district will make instructional materials available for parent review no later than 30 days 
before the school year begins and for at least 30 days after the school year ends. However, 



tests that have not yet been administered will not be made available for parent examination.  

The district will provide login credentials to each student’s parent for any learning management 
system or online learning portal used in instruction to facilitate parent access and review.  

A parent is also entitled to request that the school allow the student to take home instructional 
materials the student uses. The school may ask the student to return the materials at the 
beginning of the next school day.  

A school must provide printed versions of electronic instructional materials to a student if the 
student does not have reliable access to technology at home.  

District Review of Instructional Materials  

A parent may request that the district conduct an instructional material review in a math, English 
Language Arts, science, or social studies class in which the parent’s student is enrolled to 
determine alignment with state standards and the level of rigor for the grade level.  

The district is not required to conduct an instructional material review for a specific subject area 
or grade level at a specific campus more than once per school year.  

For more information about requesting an instructional material review, please complete this 
form linked here.  

Notices of Certain Student Misconduct to Noncustodial Parent  

A noncustodial parent may request in writing that he or she be provided, for the remainder of the 
school year, a copy of any written notice usually provided to a parent related to his or her child’s 
misconduct that may involve placement in a disciplinary alternative education program (DAEP) 
or expulsion. [See the Student Code of Conduct and policy FO(LEGAL) for more information.]  

Participation in Federally Required, State-Mandated, and District Assessments  

In accordance with the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), a parent may request information 
regarding any federal, state, or district policy related to his or her child’s participation in required 
assessments.  

Student Records  

Accessing Student Records  
A parent may review his or her child’s records, including:  
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● Attendance records  

● Test scores  

● Grades  

● Disciplinary records  

● Counseling records  

● Psychological records  

● Applications for admission  

● Health and immunization information  

● Other medical records  

● Teacher and school counselor evaluations  



● Reports of behavioral patterns  

● Records relating to assistance provided for learning difficulties, including information 
collected regarding any intervention strategies used with the child, as the term 
“intervention strategy” is defined by law  

● State assessment instruments that have been administered to the child 

● Teaching materials and tests used in the child’s classroom  

Authorized Inspection and Use of Student Records  
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and eligible students 
certain rights regarding student education records.  

For purposes of student records, an “eligible” student is anyone age 18 or older or who attends 
a postsecondary educational institution. These rights, as discussed here and at Objecting to 
the Release of Directory Information, are the right to:  

● Inspect and review student records within 45 days after the day the school receives a 
request for access.  

● Request an amendment to a student record the parent or eligible student believes is 
inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of FERPA.  

● Provide written consent before the school discloses personally identifiable 
information from the student’s records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes 
disclosure without consent.  

● File a complaint (https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/file-a-complaint) with the U.S. 
Department of Education concerning failures by the school to comply with FERPA 
requirements.  

Both FERPA and state laws safeguard student records from unauthorized inspection or use and 
provide parents and eligible students certain rights of privacy.  

Before disclosing personally identifiable information from a student’s records, the district must 
verify the identity of the person, including a parent or the student, requesting the information.  

Virtually all information pertaining to student performance — including grades, test results, and 
disciplinary records — is considered confidential educational records.  
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Inspection and release of student records is restricted to an eligible student or a student’s parent 
unless the school receives a copy of a court order terminating parental rights or the right to 
access a student’s education records. A parent’s rights regarding access to student records are 
not affected by the parent’s marital status.  

Federal law requires that control of the records goes to the student as soon as the student 
meets at least one of the following criteria:  

● Reaches the age of 18  

● Is emancipated by a court  

● Enrolls in a postsecondary educational institution  

However, the parent may continue to have access to the records if the student is a dependent 
for tax purposes and, under limited circumstances, when there is a threat to the health and 



safety of the student or other individuals.  

FERPA permits the disclosure of personally identifiable information from a student’s education 
records without written consent of the parent or eligible student when school officials have what 
federal law refers to as a “legitimate educational interest” in a student’s records.  

Legitimate educational interest may include:  

● Working with the student  

● Considering disciplinary or academic actions, the student’s case, or an individualized 
education program for a student with disabilities  

● Compiling statistical data  

● Reviewing an educational record to fulfill the official’s professional responsibility 

● Investigating or evaluating programs  

School officials may include:  

● Board members and employees, such as the superintendent, administrators, and 
principals  

● Teachers, school counselors, diagnosticians, and support staff (including district 
health or medical staff)  

● A person or company with whom the district has contracted or allowed to provide a 
specific institutional service or function (such as an attorney, consultant, third-party 
vendor that offers online programs or software, auditor, medical consultant, therapist, 
school resource officer, or volunteer)  

● A person appointed to serve on a team to support the district’s safe and supportive 
school program  

● A parent or student serving on a school committee  

● A parent or student assisting a school official perform their duties  

FERPA also permits the disclosure of personally identifiable information without written consent:  

● To authorized representatives of various governmental agencies, including juvenile 
service providers, the U.S. Comptroller General’s office, the U.S. Attorney General’s 

office, the U.S. Secretary of Education, the Texas Education Agency, the U.S.  
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Secretary of Agriculture’s office, and Child Protective Services (CPS) caseworkers 
or, in certain cases, other child welfare representatives.  

● To individuals or entities granted access in response to a subpoena or court order.  

● To another school, district/system, or postsecondary educational institution to which a 
student seeks or intends to enroll or in which the student already is enrolled.  

● In connection with financial aid for which a student has applied or has received. 

● To accrediting organizations to carry out accrediting functions.  

● To organizations conducting studies for, or on behalf of, the school to develop, 
validate, or administer predictive tests; administer student aid programs; or improve 
instruction.  



● To appropriate officials in connection with a health or safety emergency.  

● When the district discloses directory information-designated details. [See Objecting 
to the Release of Directory Information to prohibit this disclosure.]  

Release of personally identifiable information to any other person or agency — such as a 
prospective employer or for a scholarship application — will occur only with parental or student 
permission as appropriate.  

The principal is custodian of all records for currently enrolled students at the assigned school. 
The District PEIMS Director is the custodian of all records for students who have withdrawn or 
graduated.  

A parent or eligible student who wants to inspect the student’s records should submit a written 
request to the custodian of records identifying the records he or she wants to inspect.  

Records may be reviewed in person during regular school hours. The records custodian or 
designee will be available to explain the record and to answer questions.  

A parent or eligible student who submits a written request in hard copy and pays copying costs 
of ten cents per page may obtain hard copies or online through the Just FOIA portal may obtain 
digital copies. If circumstances prevent inspection during regular school hours and the student  
qualifies for free or reduced-price meals, the district will either provide a copy of the records 
requested or make other arrangements for the parent or student to review the records.  

You may contact the custodian of records for currently enrolled students at the student’s 
campus.  

You may contact the custodian of records for students who have withdrawn or graduated at the 
District Administration Building:  

600 S. Bois D’ Arc, Forney, TX 75126  

info@edu.forneyisd.net  

469-762-4100  

A parent or eligible student may inspect the student’s records and request a correction or 
amendment if the records are considered inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the 
student’s privacy rights.  

A request to correct a student’s record should be submitted to the appropriate custodian of 
records. The request must clearly identify the part of the record that should be corrected and  
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include an explanation of how the information is inaccurate. If the district denies the request to 
amend the records, the parent or eligible student has the right to request a hearing. If after the 
hearing the records are not amended, the parent or eligible student has 30 school days to place 
a statement in the student’s record.  

Although improperly recorded grades may be challenged, contesting a student’s grade in a 
course or on an examination is handled through the complaint process found in policy 
FNG(LOCAL). A grade issued by a teacher can be changed only if the board of trustees 
determines that the grade is arbitrary, erroneous, or inconsistent with the district’s grading 
guidelines.  

[See Report Cards/Progress Reports and Conferences, Complaints and Concerns, and 



Finality of Grades at Policy FNG(LEGAL).]  

The district’s student records policy is found at policy FL(LEGAL) and (LOCAL) and is available 
at the principal’s or superintendent’s office or on the district’s website at www.forneyisd.net.  

Note: The parent’s or eligible student’s right of access to and copies of student records does not 
extend to all records. Materials that are not considered educational records — such as a 
teacher’s personal notes about a student shared only with a substitute teacher — do not have to 
be made available.  

Teacher and Staff Professional Qualifications  

A parent may request information regarding the professional qualifications of his or her child’s 
teachers, including whether the teacher:  

● Has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject 
areas in which the teacher provides instruction;  

● Has an emergency permit or other provisional status for which state requirements 
have been waived; and  

● Is currently teaching in the field or discipline of his or her certification.  

The parent also has the right to request information about the qualifications of any 
paraprofessional who may provide services to the child.  

A Student with Exceptionalities or Special Circumstances  
Children of Military Families  

The Interstate Compact on Educational Opportunities for Military Children 
(https://www.dodea.edu/partnership/interstatecompact.cfm) entitles children of military families 
to flexibility regarding certain district and state requirements, including:  

● Immunization requirements  

● Grade level, course, or educational program placement  

● Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities  

● Enrollment in the Texas Virtual School Network (TXVSN)  

● Graduation requirements  

The district will excuse absences related to a student visiting a parent, including a stepparent or 
legal guardian, who is:  

● Called to active duty  
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● On leave  

● Returning from a deployment of at least four months  

The district will permit no more than five excused absences per year for this purpose. For the 
absence to be excused, the absence must occur no earlier than the 60th day before deployment 
or no later than the 30th day after the parent’s return from deployment.  

Additional information may be found at Military Family Resources at the Texas Education 
Agency (https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/military-family-resources).  

Parental Role in Certain Classroom and School Assignments  



Multiple-Birth Siblings  
State law permits a parent of multiple-birth siblings (for example, twins, triplets) assigned to the 
same grade and campus to request in writing that the children be placed in either the same 
classroom or separate classrooms.  

Written requests must be submitted by the 14th day after the students’ enrollment. [See policy 
FDB(LEGAL) for more information.]  

Safety Transfers/Assignments  

The board or its designee will honor a parent’s request to transfer his or her child to another 
classroom or campus if the district has determined that the child has been a victim of 
bullying, including cyberbullying, as defined by Education Code 37.0832.  

The board may transfer a student who has engaged in bullying to another classroom. The board 
will consult with the parent of a child who has engaged in bullying before deciding to transfer the 
child to another campus.  

Transportation is not provided for a transfer to another campus. See the campus principal for 
more information.  

[See Bullying, and policies FDB and FFI for more information.]  

The district will honor a parent’s request for the transfer of his or her child to a safe public school 
in the district if the child attends a school identified by the Texas Education Agency as 
persistently dangerous or if the child has been a victim of a violent criminal offense while at 
school or on school grounds.  

[See policy FDE for more information.]  

The board will honor a parent’s request for the transfer of his or her child to another district 
campus if the child has been the victim of sexual assault by another student assigned to the 
same campus, whether the assault occurred on or off campus, and that student has been 
convicted of or placed on deferred adjudication for the assault. In accordance with FDE policy, if 
the victim does not wish to transfer, the board will transfer the assailant.  

Student Use of a Service/Assistance Animal  

A parent of a student who uses a service/assistance animal because of the student’s disability 
must submit a written request to the principal before bringing the service/assistance animal on 
campus. The district will try to accommodate a request as soon as possible but will do so within 
ten district business days.  
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A Student in the Conservatorship of the State (Foster Care)  
In an effort to provide educational stability, the district will provide enrollment and registration 
assistance, as well as other educational services throughout the student’s enrollment, to any 
student who is currently placed or newly placed in foster care (temporary or permanent custody 
of the state, sometimes referred to as substitute care).  

A student in the conservatorship (custody) of the state who enrolls in the district after the 
beginning of the school year will be allowed credit-by-examination opportunities at any point 
during the year.  



The district will assess the student’s available records to determine transfer of credit for subjects 
and courses taken before the student’s enrollment in the district.  

The district will award partial course credit when the student only passes one half of a two-half 
course. [For provisions on partial course credit for students who are not in the conservatorship 
of the state, see EI(LOCAL).]  

A student in the conservatorship of the state who is moved outside the district’s or school’s 
attendance boundaries — or who is initially placed in the conservatorship of the state and 
moved outside the district’s or school’s boundaries — is entitled to remain at the school the 
student was attending prior to the placement or move until the student reaches the highest 
grade level at that particular school.  

If a student in grade 11 or 12 transfers to another district but does not meet the graduation 
requirements of the receiving district, the student can request a diploma from the previous 
district if the student meets its graduation criteria.  

For a student in the conservatorship of the state who is eligible for a tuition and fee exemption 
under state law and likely to be in care on the day preceding the student’s 18th birthday, the 
district will:  

● Assist the student with the completion of applications for admission or financial aid. 

● Arrange and accompany the student on campus visits.  

● Assist in researching and applying for private or institution-sponsored scholarships. 

● Identify whether the student is a candidate for appointment to a military academy.  

● Assist the student in registering and preparing for college entrance examinations, 
including (subject to the availability of funds) arranging for the payment of 
examination fees by the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services 
(DFPS).  

● Coordinate contact between the student and a liaison officer for students formerly in 
the conservatorship of the state.  

If you have questions, please contact the district’s foster care liaison:  

Nicole Carranza  

At-Risk Services Specialist  

600 S. Bois D’ Arc, Forney, TX 75126  

kncarranza@forneyisd.net  

469-762-4100  

Updated 6/10/2024 

Forney ISD Student Handbook  

[See Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration and Course Credit.] 

A Student Who Is Homeless  

A parent is encouraged to inform the district if his or her child is experiencing homelessness. 
District staff can share resources that may be able to assist families.  

A student who is homeless will be provided flexibility regarding certain district provisions, 
including:  



● Proof of residency requirements  

● Immunization requirements  

● Educational program placement (if the student is unable to provide previous 
academic records or misses an application deadline during a period of  

homelessness)  

● Credit-by-examination opportunities at any point during the year (if the student 
enrolled in the district after the beginning of the school year), per State Board of 
Education (SBOE) rules  

● Assessment of the student’s available records to determine transfer of credit for 
subjects and courses taken before the student’s enrollment in the district  

● Awarding partial credit when a student passes only one half of a two-half course ● 

Eligibility requirements for participation in extracurricular activities  

● Graduation requirements  

Federal law allows a student who is homeless to remain enrolled in the “school of origin” or to 
enroll in a new school in the attendance area where the student is currently residing.  

If a student who is homeless in grade 11 or 12 transfers to another district but does not meet the 
graduation requirements of the receiving district, state law allows the student to request a 
diploma from the previous district if the student meets the criteria to graduate from the previous 
district.  

A student or parent who is dissatisfied by the district’s eligibility, school selection, or enrollment 
decision may appeal through policy FNG(LOCAL). The district will expedite local timelines, 
when possible, for prompt dispute resolution.  

For more information on services for students who are homeless, contact the district’s homeless 
education liaison:  

Nicole Carranza  

At-Risk Services Specialist  

600 S. Bois D’ Arc, Forney, TX 75126  

kncarranza@forneyisd.net  

469-762-4100  

[See Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration and Course Credit.]  

A Student Who Has Learning Difficulties or Who Needs Special Education or Section 
504 Services  
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For those students who are having difficulty in the regular classroom, all school districts must 
consider tutorial, compensatory, and other academic or behavior support services that are 
available to all students, including a process based on Response to Intervention (RtI). The 
implementation of RtI has the potential to have a positive impact on the ability of districts to 
meet the needs of all struggling students.  

If a student is experiencing learning difficulties, his or her parent may contact the individuals 



listed below to learn about the school’s overall general education referral or screening system 
for support services.  

This system links students to a variety of support options, including making a referral for a 
special education evaluation or for a Section 504 evaluation to determine whether the student 
needs specific aids, accommodations, or services. A parent may request an evaluation for 
special education or Section 504 services at any time.  

Special Education Referrals  

If a parent makes a written request for an initial evaluation for special education services to the 
director of special education services or to a district administrative employee of the school 
district, the district must respond no later than 15 school days after receiving the request. At that 
time, the district must give the parent prior written notice of whether it agrees or refuses to 
evaluate the student, along with a copy of the Notice of Procedural Safeguards 
(https://fw.escapps.net/Display_Portal/publications). If the district agrees to evaluate the student, 
it must also give the parent the opportunity to give written consent for the evaluation.  

Note: A request for a special education evaluation may be made verbally; it does not need to be 
made in writing. Districts must still comply with all federal prior-written notices and procedural 
safeguard requirements as well as the requirements for identifying, locating, and evaluating 
children who are suspected of having a disability and in need of special education. However, a 
verbal request does not require the district to respond within the 15 school-day timeline.  

If the district decides to evaluate the student, it must complete the student’s initial evaluation 
and evaluation report no later than 45 school days from the day it receives a parent’s written 
consent. However, if the student is absent from school during the evaluation period for three or 
more school days, the evaluation period will be extended by the number of school days equal to 
the number of school days that the student is absent.  

There is an exception to the 45-school-day timeline. If the district receives a parent’s consent for 
the initial evaluation at least 35 but less than 45 school days before the last instructional day of 
the school year, it must complete the written report and provide a copy of the report to the 
parent by June 30 of that year. However, if the student is absent from school for three or more 
days during the evaluation period, the June 30 due date no longer applies. Instead, the general 
timeline of 45 school days plus extensions for absences of three or more days will apply.  

Upon completing the evaluation, the district must give the parent a copy of the evaluation report 
at no cost.  

Additional information regarding special education is available from the school district in a 
companion document titled Parent’s Guide to the Admission, Review, and Dismissal Process 
(https://fw.escapps.net/Display_Portal/publications).  

Contact Person for Special Education Referrals  
The designated contact person regarding options for a student experiencing learning difficulties 
or regarding a referral for evaluation for special education services is:  
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Jill Huber  

Director of Special Education  

701 S. Bois D’ Arc, Forney, TX 75126  



jshuber@forneyisd.net  

469-762-4100  

For questions regarding post-secondary transitions, including the transition from education to 
employment, for students receiving special education services, contact the district’s transition 
and employment designee:  

Kerri Hammack (Forney High School)  

Transition Specialist  

kdhammack@forneyisd.net  

469-762-4100  

Shelby Jeffs (North Forney High School)  

Transition Specialist  

sljeffs@forneyisd.net  

469-762-4100  

Section 504 Referrals  
Each school district must have standards and procedures in place for the evaluation and 
placement of students in the district’s Section 504 program. Districts must also implement a 
system of procedural safeguards that includes:  

● Notice  

● An opportunity for a parent or guardian to examine relevant records  

● An impartial hearing with an opportunity for participation by the parent or guardian 
and representation by counsel  

● A review procedure  

Contact Person for Section 504 Referrals  
The designated person to contact regarding options for a student experiencing learning 
difficulties or regarding a referral for evaluation for Section 504 services is:  

Emily Vasterling  

504 Coordinator  

701 S. Bois D’ Arc, Forney, TX 75126  

ervasterling@forneyisd.net  

469-762-4100  
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[See A Student with Physical or Mental Impairments Protected under Section 504] 

Visit these websites for information regarding students with disabilities and the family:  

● Legal Framework for the Child-Centered Special Education Process  



(https://fw.escapps.net/Display_Portal?destination=/)  

● Partner Resource Network (http://prntexas.org/)  

● SPEDTEX: Special Education Information Center (https://www.spedtex.org/) 

● Texas First Project (http://www.texasprojectfirst.org/)  

● TEA Special Education Parent and Family Resources  
(https://tea.texas.gov/academics/special-student-populations/special-education/pare 
nt-and-family-resources)  

Notification to Parents of Intervention Strategies for Learning Difficulties Provided to 
Students in General Education  

In accordance with state law, the district will annually notify parents if their child receives 
assistance for learning difficulties. Details of such assistance can include intervention strategies. 
This notice is not intended for those students already enrolled in a special education program.  

Texas Driving with Disability Program  

In accordance with state law, the district will provide notification of the Texas Driving with 
Disability Program to students who have a health condition or disability that may impede 
effective communication with a peace officer and receive special education or are covered by 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. This notification will be provided annually to an 
eligible student aged 16 years or older until the student's graduation or 21st birthday and to the 
student's parents.  

The Texas Driving with Disability Program focuses on improving the interaction between law 
enforcement and drivers with disabilities that have unique communication needs.  

A Student Who Receives Special Education Services with Other School-Aged 
Children in the Home  

If a student is receiving special education services at a campus outside his or her attendance 
zone, state law permits the parent or guardian to request that other students residing in the 
household be transferred to the same campus — if the grade level for the transferring student is 
offered on that campus.  

The student receiving special education services would be entitled to transportation; however, 
the district is not required to provide transportation to other children in the household.  

The parent or guardian should contact the school principal regarding transportation needs prior 
to requesting a transfer for other children in the home. [See policy FDB(LOCAL) for more 
information.]  

A Student Who Speaks a Primary Language Other than English  

A student may be eligible to receive specialized support if his or her primary language is not 
English, and the student has difficulty performing ordinary class work in English.  

If the student qualifies for these services, the Language Proficiency Assessment Committee 
(LPAC) will determine the types of services the student needs, including accommodations or  
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modifications related to classroom instruction, local assessments, and state-mandated 
assessments.  

[See Emergent Bilingual Students and Special Programs.]  



A Student with Physical or Mental Impairments Protected under Section 504  
A student with a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits a major life activity, as 
defined by law — and who does not otherwise qualify for special education services — may 
qualify for protections under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.  

Section 504 is a federal law designed to prohibit discrimination against individuals with 
disabilities.  

When an evaluation is requested, a committee will be formed to determine whether the student 
needs services and supports under Section 504 in order to receive a free appropriate public 
education (FAPE), as defined in federal law.  

[See A Student Who Has Learning Difficulties or Who Needs Special Education or Section 
504 Services and policy FB for more information.]  
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Section Two: Other Important Information for Parents and Students  
This section contains important information on academics, school activities, and school 
operations and requirements.  



It is organized alphabetically to serve as a quick-reference guide. Where applicable, the topics 
are further organized by grade level.  

Parents and children should take a moment together to become familiar with the issues 
addressed in this section. For guidance on a particular topic, please contact the campus 
principal.  

Absences/Attendance  
Regular school attendance is essential. Absences from class may result in serious disruption of 
a student’s education. The student and parent should avoid unnecessary absences.  

Two important state laws are discussed below — one dealing with compulsory attendance and 
the other with how attendance affects the award of a student’s final grade or course credit.  

Compulsory Attendance  

Prekindergarten and Kindergarten  
Students enrolled in prekindergarten or kindergarten are required to attend school and are 
subject to the compulsory attendance requirements as long as they remain enrolled.  

Ages 6-18  

State law requires that a student who is at least six years of age, or who is younger than six 
years of age and has previously been enrolled in first grade, and who has not yet reached their 
19th birthday, shall attend school, as well as any applicable accelerated instruction program, 
extended-year program, or tutorial session, unless the student is otherwise excused from 
attendance or legally exempt.  

State law requires a student in kindergarten-grade 2 to attend any assigned accelerated reading 
instruction program. Parents will be notified in writing if their child is assigned to an accelerated 
reading instruction program based on a diagnostic reading instrument.  

A student will be required to attend any assigned accelerated instruction program before or after 
school or during the summer if the student does not meet the passing standards on an 
applicable subject area state assessment.  

Age 19 and Older  

A student who voluntarily attends or enrolls after his or her 19th birthday is required to attend 
each school day until the end of the school year. If the student incurs more than five unexcused 
absences in a semester, the district may revoke the student’s enrollment. The student’s 
presence on school property thereafter would be unauthorized and may be considered 
trespassing. [See policy FEA for more information.]  

Compulsory Attendance — Exemptions  

All Grade Levels  
State law allows exemptions to the compulsory attendance requirements, as long as the student 
makes up all work, for the following activities and events:  

● Religious holy days  
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● Required court appearances  

● Appearing at a governmental office to obtain U.S. citizenship  



● Taking part in a US naturalization oath ceremony  

● Serving as an election clerk  

● Health-care appointments for the student or a child of the student, including 
absences related to autism services  

● Absences resulting from a serious or life-threatening illness or related treatment that 
makes a student’s attendance infeasible, with certification by a physician  

● For students in the conservatorship of the state:  

● An activity required under a court-ordered service plan; or  

● Any other court-ordered activity, provided it is not practicable to schedule the 
student’s participation in the activity outside of school hours.  

For children of military families, absences of up to five days will be excused for a student to visit 
a parent, stepparent, or legal guardian going to, on leave from, or returning from certain 
deployments. [See Children of Military Families.]  

Note that documented health-care appointments may include telehealth appointments. Students 
who are physically on campus will not be allowed to participate in telehealth or other online 
appointments without specific authorization from an appropriate administrator. Students should 
not use district-issued technology, including wifi or internet, for telehealth appointments because 
use of district-owned equipment and its network systems is not private and may be monitored 
by the district. For more information, see Telecommunication and Other Electronic Devices.  

Secondary Grade Levels  

The district will allow a student who is 15 years of age or older to be absent for one day to 
obtain a learner license and one day to obtain a driver’s license, provided that the board has 
authorized such excused absences under policy FEA(LOCAL). The student will be required to 
provide documentation of his or her visit to the driver’s license office for each absence and must 
make up any work missed.  

[See Driver License Attendance Verification]  

The district will allow junior and senior students to be absent for up to two days per year to visit 
a college or university if the following conditions are met:  

● The board has authorized such excused absences under policy FEA(LOCAL). 

● The principal has approved the student’s absence.  

● The student follows campus procedures to verify the visit and makes up any work 
missed.  

The district will allow a student 17 years old or older to be absent for up to four days during the 
period the student is enrolled in high school to pursue enlistment in the U.S. armed services or 
Texas National Guard, provided the student verifies these activities to the district.  

The district will allow a student to be absent for up to two days during the student’s junior year 
and two days during the student’s senior year for a career investigation day to visit a 
professional at that individual’s workplace to determine the student’s interest in pursuing a 
career in the professional’s field, provided the student verifies these activities to the district.  
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The district will allow a student to be absent for up to two days per school year to serve as:  



● An early voting clerk, provided the district’s board has authorized this in policy 
FEA(LOCAL), the student notifies his or her teachers, and the student receives 
approval from the principal prior to the absences; or  

● An election clerk, if the student makes up any work missed.  

The district will allow a student in grades 6-12 to be absent for the purpose of sounding “Taps” 
at a military honors funeral for a deceased veteran.  

Compulsory Attendance — Failure to Comply  

All Grade Levels  
School employees must investigate and report violations of the compulsory attendance law.  

A student who is absent without permission from school, any class, any required special 
program, or any required tutorial will be considered in violation of the compulsory attendance 
law and subject to disciplinary action.  

Students with Disabilities  

If a student with a disability is experiencing attendance issues, the student’s ARD or Section 504 
committee will determine whether the attendance issues warrant an evaluation, a reevaluation, 
and/or modifications to the student's individualized education program or Section 504 plan, as 
appropriate.  

Ages 6-18  

When a student age 6-18 incurs three or more unexcused absences within a four-week period, 
the law requires the school to send notice to the parent.  

The notice will:  

● Remind the parent of his or her duty to monitor the student’s attendance and require 
the student to attend school.  

● Request a conference between school administrators and the parent.  

● Inform the parent that the district will initiate truancy prevention measures, including a 
behavior improvement plan, school-based community service, referrals to 
counseling or other social services, or other appropriate measures.  

The truancy prevention facilitator for the district is:  

Jeff Hutcheson  

Coordinator of Student Services  

600 S. Bois D’ Arc, Forney, TX 75126  

jshutcheson@forneyisd.net  

469-762-4100  

For any questions about student absences, parents should contact the facilitator or any other 
campus administrator.  

Updated 6/10/2024 
Forney ISD Student Handbook  

A court of law may impose penalties against the parent if a school-aged student is deliberately 



not attending school. The district may file a complaint against the parent if the student incurs ten 
or more unexcused absences within a six-month period in the same school year.  

If a student age 12-18 incurs ten or more unexcused absences within a six-month period in the 
same school year, the district, in most circumstances, will refer the student to truancy court.  

[See policies FEA(LEGAL) and FED(LEGAL) for more information.]  

Age 19 and Older  
After a student age 19 or older incurs a third unexcused absence, the district is required by law 
to send the student a letter explaining that the district may revoke the student’s enrollment for 
the remainder of the school year if the student has more than five unexcused absences in a 
semester. As an alternative to revoking a student’s enrollment, the district may implement a 
behavior improvement plan.  

Attendance for Credit or Final Grade (All Grade Levels)  

To receive credit or a final grade in a class, a student must attend the class at least 90 percent 
of the days it is offered. A student who attends at least 75 percent but fewer than 90 percent of 
the days may receive credit or a final grade if he or she completes a plan, approved by the 
principal, that allows the student to fulfill the class’s instructional requirements. If a student is 
involved in a criminal or juvenile court proceeding, the judge presiding over the case must also 
approve the plan before the student receives credit or a final grade.  

If a student attends fewer than 75 percent of the class days or does not complete the 
principal-approved plan, then the attendance review committee will determine whether there are 
extenuating circumstances for the absences and how the student can regain credit or a final 
grade. [See policy FEC for more information.]  

Except for absences due to serious or life-threatening illness or related treatment, all absences, 
excused or unexcused, may be held against a student’s attendance requirement. To determine 
whether there were extenuating circumstances for any absences, the attendance committee will 
consider:  

● Whether the student has mastered the essential knowledge and skills and 
maintained passing grades in the course or subject.  

● Whether the student has completed makeup work satisfactorily. If the student 
completes makeup work, absences listed under Compulsory Attendance — 
Exemptions and absences for extracurricular activities will be considered 
extenuating circumstances.  

● Whether the student or the student’s parent had any control over the absences.  

● Any information presented by the student or parent to the committee about the 
absences.  

The student or parent may appeal the committee’s decision to the board by following policy 
FNG(LOCAL).  

Official Attendance-Taking Time (All Grade Levels)  

The district will take official attendance every day at 9:30 AM.  

A student absent for any portion of the day, should follow the procedures below to provide 
documentation of the absence.  
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Documentation after an Absence (All Grade Levels)  
A parent must provide an explanation for any absence within 3 days of the student returning to 
school. The student must submit a note signed by the parent.  

A note signed by the student will not be accepted unless the student is age 18 or older or is an 
emancipated minor under state law.  

The campus will document in its attendance records whether the absence is excused or 
unexcused.  

Note: The district is not required to excuse any absence, even if the parent provides a note 
explaining the absence, unless the absence is an exemption under compulsory attendance 
laws.  

Doctor’s Note after an Absence for Illness (All Grade Levels)  

Within three days of returning to school, a student who is absent for more than five consecutive 
days because of a personal illness must bring a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying 
the illness or condition that caused the absence. Only dates stated on the doctor's note will be 
excused as medical. Otherwise, the absence may be considered unexcused and in violation of 
compulsory attendance laws.  

Should the student develop a questionable pattern of absences, the principal or attendance 
committee may require a statement from a doctor or health clinic verifying the illness or 
condition that caused the absence to determine whether an absence will be excused or 
unexcused.  

Each year, parents will be given an opportunity to provide 5 discretionary notes to explain why 
their student was absent on a particular day. The district is not required to excuse any absence, 
even if the parent provides a note explaining the absence, unless the absence is an exemption.  

Certification of Absence Due to Severe Illness or Treatment  

If a student is absent because of a serious or life-threatening illness or related treatment that 
makes a student’s attendance infeasible, a parent must provide certification from a physician 
licensed to practice in Texas specifying the student’s illness and the anticipated period of 
absence related to the illness or treatment.  

Driver License Attendance Verification (Secondary Grade Levels Only)  

A currently enrolled student seeking a driver’s license shall submit the Texas Department of 
Public Safety Verification of Enrollment and Attendance Form (VOE), signed by the parent, to 
the campus central office at least 10 days before it is needed. The district will issue a VOE only 
if the student meets class credit or attendance requirements. The VOE form 
(https://www.tdlr.texas.gov/driver/forms/VOE.pdf) is available online.  

Further information may be found on the Texas Department of Public Safety website 
(https://www.dps.texas.gov/section/driver-license/how-apply-texas-driver-license-teen).  

See Compulsory Attendance — Exemptions for Secondary Grade Levels for information on 
excused absences for obtaining a learner license or driver’s license.  
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Accountability under State and Federal Law (All Grade Levels)  
Forney ISD and each of its campuses are held to certain standards of accountability under state 
and federal law. A key component of accountability is the dissemination and publication of 
certain reports and information, including:  

● The Texas Academic Performance Report (TAPR) for the district, compiled by the 
Texas Education Agency (TEA), based on academic factors and ratings  

● A School Report Card (SRC) for each campus in the district, compiled by TEA  

● The district’s financial management report, which includes the financial accountability 
rating assigned to the district by TEA  

● Information compiled by TEA for the submission of a federal report card that is 
required by federal law  

Accountability information can be found on the district’s website at www.forneyisd.net. Hard 
copies of any reports are available upon request to the district’s administration office.  

TEA maintains additional accountability and accreditation information at TEA Performance 
Reporting Division  
(https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporti 
ng).  

Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery Test (Grades 10-12)  
A student in grades 10-12 will be offered an opportunity to take the Armed Services Vocational 
Aptitude Battery test and consult with a military recruiter.  

The test shall be offered in the fall of 2024 (specific information about testing will be provided by 
the campus administration).  

Contact the principal for information about this opportunity.  

Awards and Honors (All Grade Levels)  
Academic Programs  

The school counselor provides students and parents with information regarding academic 
programs to prepare for higher education and career choices. [For more information, see 
Academic Counseling in this handbook and policy EIF.]  

Academic Letter Awards  

High School Criteria:  

1. Only the Top 10% of each grade level will receive academic letter awards. Those in the 
top 10% for 3 years are eligible to receive a letter jacket at the end of their junior year.  

2. Seniors will be awarded at the end-of-year assembly and all others will be awarded at the 
beginning of next school year.  

Academic Recognition  

Elementary Students  
A Honor Roll  
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All A’s (no B’s) in all core subjects every quarter grading period - Core subjects: Math, Science, 
Language Arts, Reading, and Social Studies.  

A/B Honor Roll  

Only A’s or B’s in all core subjects every quarter grading period. Additional awards may be given 
to students who have shown outstanding accomplishments in other areas.  

Perfect Attendance  

Perfect Attendance certificates will be given during award ceremonies at the end of the school 
year. To receive perfect attendance, students can have no absences and no more than three 
tardies or early checkouts per year. Trips to medical professionals during the school day may be 
extenuating circumstances and will be evaluated by campus administrators. A doctor’s note is 
required if the student misses any part of the school day.  

Intermediate Students  

A Honor Roll  

All A’s (no B’s) in all core subjects every quarter grading period - Core subjects: ELAR, Math, 
Science, Social Studies, and SLAR for dual language students.  

A/B Honor Roll  

Only A’s or B’s in all core subjects every quarter grading period. Additional awards may be given 
to students who have shown outstanding accomplishments in other areas.  

Perfect Attendance  

Perfect Attendance certificates will be given during award ceremonies at the end of the school 
year. To receive perfect attendance, students can have no absences and no more than three 
tardies or early checkouts per year. Trips to medical professionals during the school day may be 
extenuating circumstances and will be evaluated by campus administrators. A doctor’s note is 
required if the student misses any part of the school day.  

Middle School  

The principals at each middle school and other supporters in the community have pledged to 
recognize students who distinguish themselves in the classroom at every opportunity possible.  

A or A/B Honor Roll  

Those students who meet academic and citizenship requirements will be recognized as 
members of the A or A/B Honor Rolls. A student must have a 90 average or higher in every 
class to qualify for A Honor Roll. A student must have an 80 average or higher in every class to 
qualify for A/B Honor Roll.  

National Junior Honor Society  

Membership in the Texas Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society is by invitation only and 
is based on many factors other than scholarship. Both middle schools abide by the National 
Association of Secondary School Principals guidelines in its selection process. In addition to 
scholarship, potential members are evaluated on the NJHS ideals of leadership, service, 
citizenship, and character by the Faculty Council appointed by the principal. A committee of 



teachers selects members. To let the committee know as much as possible about a student to 
make a fair and just assessment, a completed questionnaire is required. This form must be  
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returned on time, and it is the candidate’s responsibility to ensure it is turned in to the NJHS 
sponsors. If the form is not in by the deadline, the candidate’s name will NOT be submitted to 
the Faculty Council for membership consideration. The completion of the form and the 
achievement of an overall average of 93 does not guarantee membership in the NJHS.  

Perfect Attendance  

Perfect Attendance certificates will be given at the end of the year. To receive perfect 
attendance, students can have no absences and no more than three tardies or early checkouts 
per year. Trips to medical professionals during the school day may be extenuating 
circumstances and be evaluated by campus administrators. A doctor’s note is required if the 
student misses any part of the school day.  

Birthdays/Invitations  
To avoid interrupting the educational process of our students, birthday celebrations will be 
limited to intercom announcements per individual campus procedures.  

Invitations to birthday parties cannot be given out at school by the teacher, parent or students. 
See Celebrations for food allowances.  

Bullying (All Grade Levels)  
The district strives to prevent bullying, in accordance with the district’s policies, by promoting a 
positive school culture; building healthy relationships between students and staff; encouraging 
reporting of bullying incidents, including anonymous reporting; and investigating and addressing 
reported bullying incidents.  

Bullying is defined in state law as a single significant act or a pattern of acts by one or more 
students directed at another student that exploits an imbalance of power and involves engaging 
in written or verbal expression, expression through electronic means, or physical conduct that:  

● Has the effect or will have the effect of physically harming a student, damaging a 
student’s property, or placing a student in reasonable fear of harm to the student’s 
person or of damage to the student’s property  

● Is sufficiently severe, persistent, or pervasive enough that the action or threat creates 
an intimidating, threatening, or abusive educational environment for a student  

● Materially and substantially disrupts the educational process or the orderly operation 
of a classroom or school  

● Infringes on the rights of the victim at school  

Bullying includes cyberbullying. Cyberbullying is defined in state law as bullying that is done 
using any electronic communication device, including:  

● A cellular or other type of telephone  

● A computer  

● A camera  

● Electronic mail  

● Instant messaging  



● Text messaging  

● A social media application  
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● An internet website  

● Any other internet-based communication tool  

Bullying is prohibited by the district and could include:  

● Hazing  

● Threats  

● Taunting  

● Teasing  

● Confinement  

● Assault  

● Demands for money  

● Destruction of property  

● Theft of valued possessions  

● Name-calling  

● Rumor-spreading  

● Ostracism  

The district will integrate into instruction research-based content designed to reduce bullying 
that is appropriate for students’ age groups.  

Students in elementary grades will participate in:  

● Instruction designed so that students can recognize bullying behaviors and how to 
report them  

● Age-appropriate discussions that encourage peers to intervene when they observe 
bullying occur  

● Instruction that characterizes bullying as a behavior that results from the student’s 
need to acquire more mature social or coping skills, not an unchangeable trait  

Students in secondary grades will participate in:  

● Instruction on the brain’s ability to change and grow so the student recognizes 
bullying behavior can come from a developmental need to acquire more social skills, 
can change when the brain matures and learns better ways of coping, and is not an 
unchangeable trait.  

● Discussions that portray bullying as undesirable behavior and a means for attaining 
or maintaining social status at school, and that discourage students from using 
bullying as a tool for social status.  

● Instruction designed so that students recognize the role that reporting bullying 
behaviors plays in promoting a safe school community.  

The district will use an age-appropriate survey regarding school culture that includes relevant 
questions on bullying to identify and address student concerns.  



Each campus has a committee that addresses bullying by focusing on prevention efforts and 
health and wellness initiatives. The committee will include parents and secondary students. For  
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more information on this committee, including interest in serving on the committee, contact the 
campus principal.  

If a student believes that he or she has experienced bullying or witnesses the bullying of another 
student, the student or parent should notify a teacher, school counselor, principal, or another 
district employee as soon as possible. Any district employee aware of a report of a bullying 
incident will relay the report to an appropriate administrator. Procedures for reporting allegations 
of bullying may be found on the district’s website.  

A student may anonymously report an alleged incident of bullying by using the Anonymous 
Alerts app on your mobile phone or the link found on the district’s website at www.forneyisd.net.  

The administration will investigate any allegations of bullying and related misconduct. The 
district will also provide notice to the parent of the alleged victim and the parent of the student 
alleged to have engaged in bullying.  

If an investigation determines that bullying occurred, the administration will take appropriate 
disciplinary action and may, in certain circumstances, notify law enforcement. Disciplinary or 
other action may be taken even if the conduct did not meet the definition of bullying.  

The district will provide research-based interventions, which may include counseling options, for 
students who engage in bullying behaviors, students who are targeted by bullying behaviors, 
and any student who witnessed bullying behaviors.  

Any action taken in response to bullying will comply with state and federal law regarding 
students with disabilities.  

Any retaliation against a student who reports an incident of bullying is prohibited.  

Upon recommendation of the administration, the board may transfer a student found to have 
engaged in bullying to another classroom at the campus. In consultation with the student’s 
parent, the board may transfer the student to another campus in the district.  

The parent of a student who has been determined to be a victim of bullying may request that the 
student be transferred to another classroom or campus within the district. [See Safety 
Transfers/Assignments.]  

A copy of the district’s bullying policy is available in the principal’s office, superintendent’s office, 
and on the district’s website, and is included at the end of this handbook as an appendix.  

A student or parent who is dissatisfied with the outcome of an investigation may appeal through 
policy FNG(LOCAL).  

[See Safety Transfers/Assignments, Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and 
Retaliation, Hazing, policy FFI, the district’s Student Code of Conduct, and the district 
improvement plan, a copy of which can be viewed in the campus office.]  

Cafeteria Services  
The district participates in the School Breakfast Program and National School Lunch Program 
and offers students nutritionally balanced meals daily in accordance with standards set forth in 
state and federal law.  



Free and reduced-price meals are available based on financial need or household situation. 
Information about a student’s participation is confidential. The district may share information 
such as: a student’s name and eligibility status to help enroll children in Medicaid or the state  
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children’s health insurance program (CHIP) unless the student’s parent notifies the district that a 
student’s information should not be disclosed.  

Participating students will be offered the same meal options as their peers and will not be 
treated differently from their peers.  

See Tracy Childress, Director of Child Nutrition, or your campus principal to apply for free or 
reduced-price meal services.  

See policy CO for more information.  

Parents are encouraged to continually monitor their child’s meal account balance. When a 
student’s meal account is depleted, the district will notify the parent. The student will be allowed 
to continue purchasing meals according to the grace period set by the school board, and the 
district will present the parent with a schedule of repayment for any outstanding account 
balance and an application for free or reduced meals. If the district is unable to work out an 
agreement with the student’s parent on replenishment of the student’s meal account and 
payment of any outstanding balance, the student will receive a meal. The district will make 
every effort to avoid bringing attention to the student.  

Prices:  
Breakfast $1.90  

Elementary/Intermediate Lunch $3.30  

Secondary Lunch $3.40  

Cafeteria Rules and Procedures  
Students who eat in the cafeteria may purchase a lunch or bring their lunch from home. Parents 
can deposit money into their child’s account at any time.  

1. Students are encouraged to purchase all lunch items the first time through the serving 
line.  

2. Students who bring their lunch may purchase milk, juice, or snacks. They need to get in 
line with their class and come through the line in an orderly manner.  

3. It is preferred that food from fast food restaurants not be brought to the school at lunch 
time for a student’s lunch. However, any outside food that is brought for a student cannot 
be shared with other students.  

4. Students are expected to pick up their own trash on top and under their tables.  

The cafeteria is considered an extension of the classroom. Students are expected to always 
know and follow the cafeteria rules. Behavior that is unacceptable in the classroom is 
unacceptable in the cafeteria.  

Career and Technical Education (CTE) and Other Work-Based Programs 
(Secondary Grade Levels Only)  

Forney ISD’s Career & Technical Education Program (CTE) exists to serve all students by 



helping them discover their own unique strengths and interests. Our mission is to provide 
students with business/industry experiences. Students are exposed to a unique combination of 
classroom instruction and industry experience where they can acquire new information, 
concepts, techniques, and procedures related to their specific career interests.  
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Career and Technical Education (CTE) prepares all students to continue to learn in institutions 
of higher learning and provide quality training and opportunities for entry-level (or above) 
employment. Forney ISD’s Career and Technical programs are committed to providing rigorous 
instruction that integrates academics in relevant and innovative ways to keep students 
interested and excited about their educational goals.  

District policy prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, or 
handicap in its vocational programs, services, or activities, and provides equal access to the 
Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.  

District policy also prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
handicap, or age in its employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, as amended; Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972; the Age Discrimination Act 
of 1975, as amended; and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended.  

The district will take steps to assure that lack of English language skills will not be a barrier to 
admission or participation in all educational and vocational programs.  

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title IX coordinator and 
the ADA/Section 504 coordinator.  

[See Nondiscrimination Statement for the name and contact information for the Title IX 
coordinator and ADA/Section 504 coordinator.]  

Celebrations (All Grade Levels)  
Although a parent or grandparent may provide food to share for a school-designated function or 
for a student’s birthday, please be aware that children in the school may have severe allergies to 
certain food products. Discuss any classroom allergies with the teacher before bringing food to 
share.  

Occasionally, the school or a class may host functions or celebrations tied to the curriculum that 
involve food. The school or teacher will notify students and parents of any known food allergies 
when soliciting potential volunteers to provide food.  

[See Food Allergies]  

Child Sexual Abuse, Neglect, Trafficking, and Other Maltreatment of Children 
(All Grade Levels)  

The district has established a plan for addressing child abuse, neglect, trafficking, and other 
maltreatment of children. The plan is available at the Forney ISD Central Administration Office. 
Abuse includes physical abuse, including sexual abuse, and psychological and emotional 
abuse. Trafficking includes both sex and labor trafficking.  

Duty to Report  

Anyone who suspects that a child has been or may be abused or neglected has a legal 



responsibility, under state law, to report the suspected abuse or neglect to law enforcement or to 
Child Protective Services (CPS). See below for information about how to report and respond to 
allegations of child abuse or neglect.  
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Possible Warning Signs of Child Abuse, Neglect, Trafficking, and Other Maltreatment of 
Children  

Physical Abuse  
Possible warning signs of physical abuse include:  

● Frequent injuries such as bruises, cuts, black eyes, or burns without adequate explanations  

● Frequent complaints of pain without apparent injury  

● Burns or bruises in unusual patterns that may indicate the use of an instrument or human bite; 

cigarette burns on any part of the body  

● Lack of reaction to pain  

● Extreme fear of going home or seeing parents  

● Injuries that appear after a child has not been seen for several days  

● Unseasonable clothing that may hide injuries to arms or legs  

Sexual Abuse  

Possible warning signs of sexual abuse include:  

● Physical signs of sexually transmitted diseases  

● Evidence of injury to the genital area  

● Pregnancy in a young girl  

● Difficulty in sitting or walking  

● Extreme fear of being alone with adults of a certain sex  

● Sexual comments, behaviors, or play beyond what is expected for a child's age ● Sexual 

victimization of other children  

Children and adolescents who have experienced dating violence may show similar physical, 
behavioral, and emotional warning signs. [See Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, 
and Retaliation (All Grade Levels) and Consent to Instruction on Prevention of Child 
Abuse, Family Violence, Dating Violence, and Sex Trafficking]  

Emotional Abuse  

Possible warning signs of emotional abuse include:  

● Over-compliance or low self-esteem caused by scapegoating or verbal abuse by caregivers  

● Severe depression, anxiety, or aggression  

● Lag in physical, emotional, and intellectual development  

● Indicators of a caregiver who belittles the child, withholds love, and seems unconcerned about 



the child's problems  

● Significant changes to behavior, such as withdrawal or over-aggression Updated 6/10/2024 
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● Significant changes to weight, such as substantial weight gain or weight loss Neglect  

Possible warning signs of neglect include:  

● Obvious malnourishment  

● Consistent lack of personal hygiene that poses a health risk  

● Stealing or begging for food  

● Child unattended for long periods of time  

● Unaddressed need for dental care or other medical attention  

Description and Warning Signs of Trafficking  

Child trafficking of any sort is prohibited by the Penal Code. Sex trafficking involves forcing a 
person, including a child, into sexual abuse, assault, indecency, prostitution, or pornography. 
Labor trafficking involves forcing a person, including a child, to engage in forced labor or 
services.  

Traffickers are often trusted members of a child’s community, such as friends, romantic partners, 
family members, mentors, and coaches. Some traffickers contact victims online.  

Possible warning signs of sexual trafficking in children include:  

● Changes in school attendance, habits, friend groups, vocabulary, demeanor, and attitude  

● Sudden appearance of expensive items (for example, manicures, designer clothes, purses, 
technology)  

● Tattoos or branding  

● Refillable gift cards  

● Frequent runaway episodes  

● Multiple phones or social media accounts  

● Provocative pictures posted online or stored on the phone  

● Unexplained injuries  

● Isolation from family, friends, and community  

● Older romantic partners  

Additional warning signs of labor trafficking in children include:  

● Being unpaid, paid very little, or paid only through tips  

● Being employed but not having a school-authorized work permit  

● Being employed and having a work permit but clearly working outside the permitted hours for 
students  

● Owing a large debt and being unable to pay it off  



● Not being allowed breaks at work or being subjected to excessively long work hours Updated 
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● Being overly concerned with pleasing an employer and/or deferring personal or educational 
decisions to a boss  

● Not being in control of his or her own money  

● Living with an employer or having an employer listed as a student’s caregiver ● A desire to 

quit a job but not being allowed to do so  

[See Consent to Instruction on Prevention of Child Abuse, Family Violence, Dating 
Violence, and Sex Trafficking]  

Reporting and Responding to Child Abuse, Neglect, Trafficking, and Other Maltreatment 
of Children  

A child who has experienced any type of abuse or neglect should be encouraged to seek out a 
parent or trusted adult. Children may be reluctant to disclose abuse and may only disclose 
sexual abuse indirectly. As a parent or trusted adult, it is important to be calm and comforting if 
your child or another child confides in you. Reassure the child that he or she did the right thing 
by telling you.  

If your child is a victim of abuse, neglect, trafficking, or other maltreatment, the school counselor 
or principal will provide information on counseling options for you and your child available in 
your area. DFPS also manages early intervention counseling programs.  

To find out what services may be available in your county, see Texas Department of Family 
and Protective Services, Programs Available in Your County  
(http://www.dfps.state.tx.us/Prevention_and_Early_Intervention/Programs_Available_In_ 
Your_County/default.asp)  

Reports of abuse, trafficking, or neglect may be made to the CPS division of the DFPS at 
1-800-252-5400 or on the web at Texas Abuse Hotline Website (www.txabusehotline.org).  

Further Resources on Sexual Abuse, Trafficking, and Other Maltreatment of Children  

The following websites include resources to help increase awareness of child abuse and 
neglect, sexual abuse, trafficking, and other maltreatment of children:  

● Child Welfare Information Gateway  
(https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/whatiscan.pdf)  

● KidsHealth, For Parents, Child Abuse  
(https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/child-abuse.html)  

● Office of the Texas Governor’s Child Sex Trafficking Team  
(https://gov.texas.gov/organization/cjd/childsextrafficking)  

● Human Trafficking of School-aged Children  
(https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/human-trafficking-of-school-aged-child ren)  



● Child Sexual Abuse: A Parental Guide from the Texas Association Against Sexual Assault 
(https://taasa.org/product/child-sexual-abuse-parental-guide/)  

● National Center of Safe Supportive Learning Environments: Human Trafficking in America's 
Schools  
(https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/human-trafficking-americas-schools) Updated 6/10/2024 
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Class Rank/Highest-Ranking Student (Secondary Grade Levels Only)  
The valedictorian and salutatorian shall be eligible students with the highest and second highest 
ranking as determined by the district's class ranking procedure described in this policy, EIC 
LOCAL, and who complete the Distinguished Achievement Program or Foundation Plan with 
approved endorsement.  

To be eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian honors, a student must have been a registered 
full-time student by the first day of the second full week of the junior year and should be 
completing their fourth year of high school. Early graduates shall not be eligible to be named 
valedictorian or salutatorian.  

To qualify to give the valedictorian or salutatorian speech, a student shall not have engaged in 
any serious misconduct violation of the Student Code of Conduct, including removal to DAEP, a 
three-day suspension, or expulsion during their last two semesters.  

Courses taken at grade level 7-8 will not be considered for high school ranking.  

In case of a tie in weighted grade averages among the top-ranking students, the following 
methods shall be used to determine who shall be recognized as valedictorian, salutatorian, 
top ten, and top ten percent of class:  

1. The weighted grade average shall be computed to enough decimal places until the tie is 
broken.  

2. If a tie still exists, the student with the most AP/Dual Credit courses shall be considered 
first.  

3. If a tie remains, the student with the highest numerical grade average of all AP/Dual Credit 
courses taken shall be the higher-ranking student.  

[See policy EIC for more information.]  

Class Schedules (Secondary Grade Levels Only)  
All students are expected to attend school for the entire school day and maintain a full class 
schedule. Exceptions may be made occasionally by the campus principal for students in grades 
9-12 who meet specific criteria and receive parental consent to enroll in less than a full-day 
schedule.  

[See Schedule Changes for information related to student requests to revise their course 
schedule.]  

College and University Admissions and Financial Aid (All Grade Levels)  
For two school years following graduation, a district student who graduates as valedictorian or in 
the top ten percent of his or her class is eligible for automatic admission into four-year public 
universities and colleges in Texas if the student meets one of the following requirements:  

● Completes the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation graduation 



program [see Foundation Graduation Program]  

● Satisfies the ACT College Readiness Benchmarks or earns at least a 1500 out of 
2400 on the SAT  

The student is ultimately responsible for meeting the admission requirements of the university or 
college, including timely submission of a completed application.  
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If a college or university adopts an admissions policy that automatically accepts the top 25 
percent of a graduating class, the provisions above will also apply to a student ranked in the top 
25 percent of his or her class.  

The University of Texas at Austin may limit the number of automatically admitted students to 75 
percent of the University’s enrollment capacity for incoming resident freshmen. From the 
summer 2024 term through the spring 2026 term, the University will admit the top six percent of 
a high school’s graduating class who meet the above requirements. Additional applicants will be 
considered by the University through a holistic review process.  

As required by law, the district will provide written notice concerning the following: ● Automatic 

college admission  

● Curriculum requirements for financial aid  

● Benefits of completing the requirements for automatic admission and financial aid  

● The Texas First Early High School Completion Program, which requires a student to provide 
an official copy of assessment results and transcripts, as applicable, to receive credit for the 
assessments and credits required for early graduation under the program  

● The Texas First Scholarship Program  

● The Future Texas Teachers Scholarship Program  

Parents and students will be asked to sign an acknowledgment that they received this 
information.  

Students and parents should contact the school counselor for further information about 
automatic admissions, the application process, and deadlines.  

[See Class Rank/Highest-Ranking Student for information specifically related to how the 
district calculates a student’s rank in class, and requirements for Graduation on for information 
associated with the foundation graduation program.]  

[See Students in the Conservatorship of the State (Foster Care) for information on 
assistance in transitioning to higher education for students in foster care.]  

College Credit Courses (Secondary Grade Levels Only)  
Students in grades 9-12 may earn college credit through the following opportunities:  

● Certain courses taught at the high school campus, which may include courses termed dual 
credit, Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), or college preparatory  

● Enrollment in AP or dual credit courses through the Texas Virtual School Network (TXVSN)  

● Enrollment in courses taught in conjunction and in partnership with Dallas College and Texas 
Tech, which may be offered on or off campus  



● Enrollment in courses taught at other colleges or universities. Award of credit shall be based 
on Administration approval in accordance with district policy (EIC local)  

Enrollment in these programs is based on:  

(1) A high school student is eligible to enroll in academic dual credit courses if the student: 

Updated 6/10/2024 

Forney ISD Student Handbook  

(A) demonstrates college readiness by achieving the minimum passing standards under the 
provisions of the Texas Success Initiative as set forth in §4.57 of this title (relating to College 
Ready Standards) on relevant section(s) of an assessment instrument approved by the Board 
as set forth in §4.56 of this title (relating to Assessment Instrument); or  

(B) demonstrates that he or she is exempt under the provisions of the Texas Success 
Initiative as set forth in §4.54 of this title (relating to Exemptions, Exceptions, and Waivers).  

(2) A high school student is also eligible to enroll in academic dual credit courses that require 
demonstration of TSI college readiness in reading, writing, and/or mathematics under the 
following conditions:  

(A) Courses that require demonstration of TSI college readiness in reading and/or writing:  

(i) if the student achieves a minimum score of 4000 on the English II State of Texas 
Assessment of Academic Readiness End of Course (STAAR EOC); or  

(ii) if the student achieves one of the following scores on the PSAT/NMSQT (Mixing or 
combining scores from the PSAT/NMSQT administered prior to October 15, 2015 and the 
PSAT/NMSQT administered on or after October 15, 2015 is not allowable.):  

(I) a combined score of 107 with a minimum of 50 on the reading test on a PSAT/NMSQT 
exam administered prior to October 15, 2015; or  

(II) a score of 460 on the evidence-based reading and writing (EBRW) test on a 
PSAT/NMSQT exam administered on or after October 15, 2015; or  

(iii) if the student achieves a composite score of 23 on the PLAN with a 19 or higher in 
English or an English score of 435 on the ACT-Aspire.  

(B) Courses that require demonstration of TSI college readiness in mathematics:  

(i) if the student achieves a minimum score of 4000 on the Algebra I STAAR EOC and 
passing grade in the Algebra II course; or  

(ii) if the student achieves one of the following scores on the PSAT/NMSQT (Mixing or 
combining scores from the PSAT/NMSQT administered prior to October 15, 2015 and the 
PSAT/NMSQT administered on or after October 15, 2015 is not allowable.):  

(I) a combined score of 107 with a minimum of 50 on the mathematics test on a 
PSAT/NMSQT exam administered prior to October 15, 2015; or  

(II) a score of 510 on the mathematics test on a PSAT/NMSQT exam administered on or 
after October 15, 2015; or  

(iii) if the student achieves a composite score of 23 on the PLAN with a 19 or higher in 
mathematics or a mathematics score of 431 on the ACT-Aspire.  



(3) A high school student is eligible to enroll in workforce education dual credit courses 
contained in a postsecondary Level 1 certificate program, or a program leading to a credential of 
less than a Level 1 certificate, at a public junior college or public technical institute and shall not 
be required to provide demonstration of college readiness or dual credit enrollment eligibility.  

A student may be eligible for subsidies based on financial need for AP or IB exam fees. See 
Fees (All Grade Levels) for more information.  

Updated 6/10/2024 

Forney ISD Student Handbook  

A student may also earn college credit for certain Career and Technical Education (CTE) 
courses. See Career and Technical Education (CTE) and Other Work-Based Programs 
(Secondary Grade Levels Only) for information on CTE and other work-based programs.  

For dual credit purposes, all these methods have eligibility requirements and must be approved 
prior to enrollment in the course. Please see the school counselor for more information. 
Depending on the student’s grade level and the course, a state-mandated end-of-course 
assessment may be required for graduation.  

Not all colleges and universities accept credit earned in all dual credit or AP courses taken in 
high school for college credit. Students and parents should check with the prospective college 
or university to determine if a particular course will count toward the student’s desired degree 
plan.  

Communications (All Grade Levels)  
Parent Contact Information  

A parent is legally required to provide in writing the parent’s contact information, including 
address, phone number, and email address.  

A parent must provide the contact information to the district upon enrollment and again within 
two weeks after the beginning of each following school year while the student is enrolled in the 
district.  

If the parent’s contact information changes during the school year, the parent must update the 
information in writing no more than two weeks after the date the information changes.  

A parent may update contact information by using their Skyward student management system 
or by contacting the registrar at their student’s campus.  

Automated Emergency Communications  

The district will rely on contact information on file with the district to communicate with parents in 
an emergency situation, which may include real-time or automated messages. An emergency 
situation may include early dismissal, delayed opening, or restricted access to the campus due 
to severe weather, another emergency, or a security threat. It is crucial to notify your child’s 
school when a phone number changes.  

[See Safety for information regarding contact with parents during an emergency situation.] 

Automated Nonemergency Communications  

Your child’s school periodically sends information by automated or pre-recorded messages, text 
messages, or real-time phone or email communications that are closely related to the school’s 
mission and specific to your child, your child’s school, or the district.  



Standard messaging rates of your wireless phone carrier may apply.  

If you do not wish to receive such communications, please contact your child’s principal. [See 
Safety for information regarding contact with parents during an emergency.]  

Complaints and Concerns (All Grade Levels)  
Usually, student or parent complaints or concerns can be addressed informally by a phone call 
or a conference with the teacher or principal.  
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For those complaints and concerns that cannot be resolved informally, the board has adopted a 
Student and Parent Complaints/Grievances policy at FNG(LOCAL). This policy can be viewed in 
the district’s policy manual, available online at www.forneyisd.net. The complaint forms can be 
accessed online at www.forneyisd.net or at the principal’s or superintendent’s office.  

To file a formal complaint a parent or student should complete and submit the complaint form. In 
general, the written complaint form should be completed and submitted to the campus principal 
in a timely manner.  

If the concern is not resolved, a parent or student may request a conference with the 
superintendent.  

If the concern is still unresolved, the district provides a process for parents and students to 
appeal to the board of trustees.  

Conduct (All Grade Levels)  
Applicability of School Rules  
The board has adopted a Student Code of Conduct that defines standards of acceptable 
behavior — on and off campus, during remote and in-person instruction, and on district vehicles 
— and outlines consequences for violation of these standards. The district has disciplinary 
authority over a student in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. Students and parents 
should be familiar with the standards set out in the Student Code of Conduct, as well as campus 
and classroom rules.  

During summer instruction, the Student Handbook and Student Code of Conduct in place for the 
school year immediately preceding the summer period shall apply, unless the district amends 
either or both documents for the purposes of summer instruction.  

Campus Discipline Officer  

Contact information is posted on the district website for the campus administrator responsible 
for student discipline on each campus.  

Deliveries  

Except in emergencies, delivery of messages or packages to students will not be allowed during 
instructional time. A parent may leave a message or a package, such as a forgotten lunch, for 
the student to pick up from the front office during a passing period or lunch. Food delivery 
services (i.e. UberEats, DoorDash, etc.) are not permitted to deliver meals to the campus for 
students.  

Disruption of School Operations  



Disruption of school operations is not tolerated and may constitute a misdemeanor offense. As 
identified by state law, disruptions include the following:  

● Interference with the movement of people at an exit, entrance, or hallway of a district building 
without authorization from an administrator.  

● Interference with an authorized activity by seizing control of all or part of a building.  

● Use of force, violence, or threats in an attempt to prevent participation in an authorized 
assembly.  

● Use of force, violence, or threats to cause disruption during an assembly. Updated 6/10/2024 
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● Interference with the movement of people at an exit or an entrance to district 
property.  

● Use of force, violence, or threats in an attempt to prevent people from entering or 
leaving district property without authorization from an administrator.  

Disruption of classes or other school activities while on or within 500 feet of district property 
includes:  

● Making loud noises  

● Trying to entice a student away from, or to prevent a student from attending, a 
required class or activity  

● Entering a classroom without authorization and disrupting the activity with loud or 
profane language or any misconduct  

Interference with the transportation of students in vehicles owned or operated by the district is 
also considered a disruption.  

Social Events  

School rules apply to all school social events. Guests attending these events are expected to 
observe the same rules as students, and a student inviting a guest will share responsibility for 
the conduct of his or her guest.  

A student attending a social event will be asked to sign out when leaving before the end of the 
event and will not be readmitted.  

A parent interested in serving as a chaperone for any school social events should contact the 
campus principal.  

Counseling  
The district has a comprehensive school counseling program that includes:  

● A guidance curriculum to help students develop their full educational potential, 
including the student's interests and career objectives  

● A responsive services component to intervene on behalf of any student whose 
immediate personal concerns or problems put the student's continued educational, 
career, personal, or social development at risk  

● An individual planning system to guide a student as the student plans, monitors, and 
manages the student's own educational, career, personal, and social development  



● Systems to support the efforts of teachers, staff, parents, and other members of the 
community in promoting the educational, career, personal, and social development of 
students  

The district will make a preview of the program, including all materials and curriculum, available 
to parents to review during school hours.  

Academic Counseling  

Elementary and Middle/Junior High School Grade Levels  
The school counselor will provide information to students and parents about college and 
university admissions and the importance of planning for postsecondary education, including 
appropriate coursework and financial aid availability and requirements.  
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In either grade 7 or 8, each student will receive instruction on how best to prepare for high 
school, college, and a career.  

High School Grade Levels  

High school students and their parents are encouraged to talk with a school counselor, teacher, 
or principal to learn more about course offerings, graduation requirements, and early graduation 
procedures.  

Each year, high school students will be provided information on anticipated course offerings for 
the next school year, how to make the most of academic and career and technical education 
(CTE) opportunities, and the importance of postsecondary education.  

The school counselor will also provide information each year a student is enrolled in high school 
regarding:  

● The importance of postsecondary education  

● The advantages of earning an endorsement and completing the foundation program 
with the distinguished level of achievement  

● The disadvantages of pursuing a high school equivalency exam (GED) as opposed 
to earning a high school diploma  

● Financial aid eligibility and how to apply for financial aid  

● Automatic admission to state-funded Texas colleges and universities 

● Eligibility requirements for the TEXAS Grant  

● Availability of district programs that allow students to earn college credit  

● Availability of tuition and fee assistance for postsecondary education for students in 
foster care  

● Availability of college credit awarded by institutions of higher education to veterans 
and military service members for military experience, education, and training  

Additionally, the school counselor can provide information about workforce opportunities after 
graduation or technical and trade school opportunities, including opportunities to earn 
industry-recognized certificates and licenses.  

[See Scholarships and Grants for more information.]  

Personal Counseling (All Grade Levels)  



The school counselor is available to assist students with a wide range of personal, social, and 
family concerns, including emotional or mental health issues and substance abuse. A student 
who wishes to meet with the school counselor should contact the counselor directly or make a  
request through the campus office. As a parent, if you are concerned about your child’s 
mental or emotional health, please speak with the school counselor for a list of resources that 
may be of assistance.  

If your child has experienced trauma, contact the school counselor for more information.  

[See Mental Health Support, and Child Sexual Abuse, Trafficking, and Other Maltreatment 
of Children and Dating Violence.]  
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Course Credit (Secondary Grade Levels Only)  
A student at any grade level enrolled in a high school course will earn credit for the course only 
if the final grade is 70 or above. For a two-part (two-semester, 1-credit course), the student’s 
grades from both halves (semesters) will be averaged and credit will be awarded if the 
combined average is 70 or above. If the student’s combined average is less than 70, the student 
will be awarded credit only for the half (semester) with the passing grade.  

Credit by Examination — If a Student Has Taken the Course/Subject (Grades 
6-12)  

A student who has previously taken a course or subject but did not receive credit or a final 
grade for it may, in circumstances determined by the principal or attendance committee, be 
permitted to earn credit or a final grade by passing an examination approved by the district’s 
board of trustees on the essential knowledge and skills defined for that course or subject.  

Examples of prior instruction include incomplete coursework due to a failed course or excessive 
absences, homeschooling, or coursework by a student transferring from a nonaccredited 
school. The opportunity to earn credit by examination after the student has had prior instruction 
is sometimes referred to as “credit recovery.”  

The attendance review committee may also offer a student with excessive absences an 
opportunity to earn credit for a course by passing an examination.  

If a student is granted approval to take an examination for credit, the student must score at least 
70 on the examination to receive credit for the course or subject.  

[See the school counselor and policy EHDB(LOCAL) for more information.]  

Credit by Examination for Advancement/Acceleration — If a Student Has Not 
Taken the Course/Subject  

A student will be permitted to earn credit by examination for an academic course or subject area 
for which the student had no prior instruction for advancement or to accelerate to the next grade 
level.  

The examinations offered by the district are approved by the district’s board of trustees. Testing 
windows for these examinations will be published in district publications and on the district’s 
website. A student may take a specific examination only once per testing window.  

The only exceptions to the published testing windows will be for examinations administered by 



another entity or to accommodate a student experiencing homelessness or a student involved in 
the foster care system.  

When another entity administers an examination, the student and the district must comply with 
the testing schedule of the other entity.  

If a student plans to take an examination, the student or parent must register with the school 
counselor no later than 30 days prior to the scheduled testing date. [See policy EHDC for more 
information.]  

Kindergarten Acceleration  

In accordance with State Board rules, the Board shall approve procedures developed by the 
Superintendent or designee to allow a child who is five years old at the beginning of the  
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school year to be assigned initially to grade 1 rather than kindergarten. Criteria for 
acceleration may include:  

1. Scores on readiness tests or achievement tests that may be administered by appropriate 
District personnel.  

2. Recommendation of the kindergarten or preschool the student has attended. 3. 

Chronological age and observed social and emotional development of the student. 4. 

Other criteria deemed appropriate by the principal and Superintendent. See 

Kindergarten Acceleration in EHDC(LOCAL).  

Students in Grades 1-5  
A student in elementary school is eligible to accelerate to the next grade level if the student 
meets all of the following requirements:  

● The student scores at least an 80 on each examination in the subject areas of 
language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies;  

● A district administrator recommends that the student be accelerated; and 

● The student’s parent gives written approval of the grade advancement. 

Students in Grades 6-12  

A student in grade 6 or above is eligible to earn course credit if the student meets one of the 
following requirements:  

● A passing score of at least 80 on an examination approved by the board; or  

● A scaled score of 50 or higher on an examination administered through the College 
Level Examination Program (CLEP); or  

● A score of 3 or higher on an AP examination, as applicable.  

A student may take an examination to earn high school course credit no more than twice. If a 
student fails to achieve the designated score on the applicable exam before the beginning of the 
school year in which the student would need to enroll in the course according to the school’s 
high school course sequence, the student must complete the course.  

Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation (All Grade 
Levels)  



Students learn best, and their welfare is best served, in a school environment that is free from 
dating violence, discrimination, harassment, and retaliation.  

Students are expected to treat peers and district employees with courtesy and respect, avoid 
offensive behaviors, and stop those behaviors as directed. District employees are likewise 
expected to treat students with courtesy and respect.  

The board has established policies and procedures to prohibit and promptly address 
inappropriate and offensive behaviors that are based on a person’s race, color, religion, sex, 
gender, national origin, age, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law. A copy of the 
district’s policy is available in the principal’s office and in the superintendent’s office or on the 
district’s website www.forneyisd.net. [See policy FFH for more information.]  
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Dating Violence  
Dating violence will not be tolerated at school. To report dating violence, see Reporting 
Procedures.  

Dating violence occurs when a person in a current or past dating relationship uses physical, 
sexual, verbal, or emotional abuse to harm, threaten, intimidate, or control the other person in 
the relationship or any of the person’s past or subsequent partners. This type of conduct is 
considered harassment if it is so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it affects a student’s ability 
to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity; creates an intimidating, 
threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; or substantially interferes with the 
student’s academic performance.  

Examples of dating violence against a student may include, but are not limited to: 

● Physical or sexual assaults  

● Name-calling  

● Put-downs  

● Threats to hurt the student, the student’s family members, or members of the 
student’s household  

● Destroying property belonging to the student  

● Threats to commit suicide or homicide if the student ends the relationship ● 

Threats to harm a student’s past or current dating partner  

● Attempts to isolate the student from friends and family  

● Stalking  

● Encouraging others to engage in these behaviors  

In accordance with law, when the district receives a report of dating violence, a district official 
will immediately notify the parent of the alleged victim and alleged perpetrator.  

The counselor’s office has information about the dangers of dating violence and resources for 
seeking help.  

For more information on dating violence, see:  



● Texas Attorney General’s office recognizing and responding to dating violence flier 
(https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/sites/default/files/files/child-support/papa/sess 
ion%2010/recognizing-relationship-violence-en.pdf)  

● The CDC’s Preventing Teen Dating Violence  
(https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/teendatingviolence/f 
astfact.html)  

[See Consent to Instruction on Prevention of Child Abuse, Family Violence, Dating 
Violence, and Sex Trafficking]  

Discrimination  

Discrimination is defined as any conduct directed at a student on the basis of race, color, 
religion, sex, gender, national origin, age, disability, or any other basis prohibited by law that 
negatively affects the student.  
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Harassment  
Harassment, in general terms, is conduct so severe, persistent, or pervasive that it affects a 
student’s ability to participate in or benefit from an educational program or activity; creates an 
intimidating, threatening, hostile, or offensive educational environment; or substantially 
interferes with the student’s academic performance.  

Examples of harassment may include, but are not limited to:  

● Offensive or derogatory language directed at a person’s religious beliefs or practices, accent, 
skin color, or need for accommodation  

● Threatening, intimidating, or humiliating conduct  

● Offensive jokes, name-calling, slurs, or rumors  

● Physical aggression or assault  

● Graffiti or printed material promoting racial, ethnic, or other negative stereotypes ● Other kinds 

of aggressive conduct such as theft or damage to property Sexual Harassment and 
Gender-Based Harassment  

Sexual harassment and gender-based harassment of a student by an employee, volunteer, or 
another student are prohibited.  

Examples of sexual harassment may include, but are not limited to:  

● Touching private body parts or coercing physical contact that is sexual in nature ● Sexual 

advances  

● Jokes or conversations of a sexual nature  

● Other sexually motivated conduct, communications, or contact  

Sexual harassment of a student by an employee or volunteer does not include necessary or 
permissible physical contact that a reasonable person would not construe as sexual in nature, 
such as comforting a child with a hug or taking the child’s hand. However, romantic, sexual, and 
other inappropriate social relationships between students and district employees are prohibited, 
even if consensual.  



Gender-based harassment includes physical, verbal, or nonverbal conduct based on a student’s 
gender, the student’s expression of characteristics perceived as stereotypical for the student’s 
gender, or the student’s failure to conform to stereotypical notions of masculinity or femininity.  

Gender-based harassment can occur regardless of the student’s or the harasser’s actual or 
perceived sexual orientation or gender identity. Examples of gender-based harassment directed 
against a student may include, but are not limited to:  

● Offensive jokes, name-calling, slurs, or rumors  

● Physical aggression or assault  

● Threatening or intimidating conduct  

● Other kinds of aggressive conduct such as theft or damage to property Pregnancy or 
Related Conditions  

The district does not discriminate on the basis of pregnancy or a related condition. Updated 
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Please contact name for pregnancy-related accommodations.  

Retaliation  
Retaliation against a person who makes a report or participates in an investigation of 
discrimination, harassment, or dating violence is prohibited.  

Reporting Procedures  

Any student who believes that he or she has experienced dating violence, discrimination, 
harassment, or retaliation should immediately report the problem to a teacher, school counselor, 
principal, or other district employee. The report may be made by the student’s parent. [See the 
FFH series of policies and FFH (EXHIBIT) for other appropriate district officials to whom to 
make a report.]  

Upon receiving a report, the district will determine whether the allegations, if proven, constitute 
prohibited conduct as defined by the FFH series of policies. If not, the district will refer to policy 
FFI to determine whether the allegations, if proven, constitute bullying, as defined by law and 
policy FFI. If the alleged prohibited conduct also meets the statutory and policy definitions for 
bullying, an investigation of bullying will also be conducted. [See Bullying]  

The district will promptly notify the parent of any student alleged to have experienced prohibited 
conduct involving an adult associated with the district. In the event alleged prohibited conduct 
involves another student, the district will notify the parent of the student alleged to have 
experienced the prohibited conduct when the allegations, if proven, would constitute a violation 
as defined by the FFH series of policies.  

Investigation of Report  

Allegations of prohibited conduct, which includes dating violence, discrimination, harassment, 
and retaliation, will be promptly investigated.  

To the extent possible, the district will respect the privacy of the student. However, limited 
disclosures may be necessary to conduct a thorough investigation and comply with law.  



If a law enforcement or other regulatory agency notifies the district that it is investigating the 
matter and requests that the district delay its investigation, the district will resume its 
investigation at the conclusion of the agency’s investigation.  

During an investigation and when appropriate, the district will take interim action to address the 
alleged prohibited conduct.  

If the district’s investigation indicates that prohibited conduct occurred, appropriate disciplinary 
action and, in some cases, corrective action will be taken to address the conduct. The district 
may take disciplinary and corrective action even if the conduct was not unlawful.  

All involved parties will be notified of the outcome of the district investigation within the 
parameters and limits allowed under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).  

A student or parent who is dissatisfied with the outcome of the investigation may appeal in 
accordance with policy FNG(LOCAL).  

Discrimination  
[See Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation]  
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Distance Learning (All Grade Levels)  
Distance learning and correspondence courses include courses that encompass the 
state-required essential knowledge and skills but are taught through multiple technologies and 
alternative methodologies such as mail, satellite, internet, video-conferencing, and instructional 
television.  

For distance learning opportunities that the district makes available to district students,you can 
contact the campus counselor.  

If a student wishes to enroll in a correspondence course or a distance learning course that is not 
provided through the Texas Virtual School Network (TXVSN), as described below, to earn credit 
in a course or subject, the student must receive permission from the principal prior to enrolling in  
the course or subject. If the student does not receive prior approval, the district may not 
recognize and apply the course or subject toward graduation requirements or subject 
mastery.  

[See Remote Instruction]  

Texas Virtual School Network (TXVSN) (Secondary Grade Levels)  
The Texas Virtual School Network (TXVSN) has been established by the state as one method of 
distance learning. A student has the option, with certain limitations, to enroll in a course offered 
through the TXVSN to earn course credit for graduation.  

Depending on the TXVSN course in which a student enrolls, the course may be subject to the 
“no pass, no play” rules. [See Extracurricular Activities, Clubs, and Organizations] In 
addition, a student who enrolls in a TXVSN course for which an end-of-course (EOC) 
assessment is required must still take the corresponding EOC assessment.  

A parent may ask questions or request that their child be enrolled in a TXVSN course by 
contacting the school counselor. Unless an exception is made by the Executive Director of 



Information and Innovation, a student will not be allowed to enroll in a TXVSN course if the 
school offers the same or a similar course.  

A copy of policy EHDE addressing distance learning will be distributed to parents of middle and 
high school students at least once each year. If you do not receive a copy or have questions 
about this policy, please contact the school.  

Distribution of Literature, Published Materials, or Other Documents (All Grade 
Levels)  
School Materials  

Publications prepared by and for the school may be posted or distributed, with the prior 
approval of the principal, sponsor, or teacher. Such items may include school posters, 
newspapers, yearbooks, brochures, flyers, and the like.  

All school publications are under the supervision of a teacher, sponsor, and the principal. 

Nonschool Materials  

From Students  

Students must obtain prior approval from the principal before selling, posting, circulating, or 
distributing more than TEN copies of written or printed materials, handbills, photographs, 
pictures, films, tapes, or other visual or auditory materials that were not developed under the  
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oversight of the school. To be considered, any nonschool material must include the name of the 
sponsoring person or organization. Approval will be granted or denied within two school days.  

The principal has designated a location for approved nonschool materials to be placed for 
voluntary viewing or collection by students. [See policy FNAA for more information.]  

A student may appeal a decision in accordance with policy FNG(LOCAL). Any student who 
sells, posts, circulates, or distributes nonschool material without prior approval will be subject to 
disciplinary action in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. Materials displayed without 
approval will be removed.  

[See policy FNG(LOCAL) for student complaint procedures.]  

From Others  
No person or group will sell, circulate, distribute, or post on any district premises written or 
printed materials, handbills, photographs, pictures, films, tapes, or other visual or auditory 
materials that is not sponsored by the district or by a district-affiliated school-support 
organization, except as permitted by policy GKDA.  

To be considered for distribution, any nonschool material must meet the limitations on content 
established in the policy, include the name of the sponsoring person or organization, and be 
submitted to the Superintendent or designee for prior review. The Superintendent or designee 
will approve or reject the materials within two school days of the time the materials are received. 
The requestor may appeal a rejection in accordance with the appropriate district complaint 
policy. [See policies DGBA or GF for more information.]  

The principal has designated a location for approved non-school materials to be placed for 
voluntary viewing or collection.  



Prior review will not be required for:  

● Distribution of materials by an attendee to other attendees of a school-sponsored 
meeting intended for adults and held after school hours.  

● Distribution of materials by an attendee to other attendees of a community group 
meeting held after school hours in accordance with policy GKD(LOCAL) or a 
non-curriculum related student group meeting held in accordance with policy 
FNAB(LOCAL).  

● Distribution for electioneering purposes during the time a school facility is being used 
as a polling place, in accordance with state law.  

All nonschool materials distributed under these circumstances must be removed from district 
property immediately following the event at which the materials are distributed.  

Dress and Grooming (All Grade Levels)  
The district’s dress code teaches grooming and hygiene, prevents disruption, and minimizes 
safety hazards. Students and parents may determine a student’s personal dress and grooming 
standards, provided that they comply with the following:  

● The Forney Independent School District has a student dress code policy for all grades 
and all campuses. The dress code gives the district a positive and distinctive identity 
and reflects the values of the schools and community. All students are required to 
wear the appropriate dress each day except for those days designated as 
non-uniform at the discretion of the school administrators. The use of a school dress  
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code is established to improve student self-esteem, bridge socio-economic 
differences among students, and promote positive behavior, thereby enhancing 
school safety and improving the learning environment. If the campus administrator 
determines that a student’s grooming or clothing violates the school’s dress code, the 
student will be given an opportunity to correct the problem at school. If not corrected, 
the student may be assigned to in-school suspension for the remainder of the day, 
until the problem is corrected, or until a parent or designee brings an acceptable 
change of clothing to the school.  

If the principal determines that a student’s grooming or clothing violates the school’s dress code, 
the student will be given an opportunity to correct the problem at school and return to the 
classroom. If the problem cannot be corrected at school, the principal will work with the student 
and parent to obtain an acceptable change of clothing for the student in a way that minimizes 
loss of instructional time.  

Repeated offenses may result in more serious disciplinary action in accordance with the Student 
Code of Conduct [FNCA(LOCAL)].  

See Forney ISD Student Dress Code by using this link or on the district’s website at 
www.forneyisd.net.  

Electronic Devices and Technology Resources (All Grade Levels) 
Safe Use of Technology  

The district is committed to ensuring that students use technology safely and will follow all 
federal and state requirements to protect students from excessive data collection or materials 
that are considered harmful to minors. The district considers parents as partners in 



cybersecurity and online safety.  

In accordance with state and federal law, the district will:  

• Install a filter that blocks and prohibits pornographic or obscene materials or applications, 
including from unsolicited pop-ups, installations, and downloads, before transferring an 
electronic device to a student to be used for an educational purpose  

• Block or filter students’ internet access to pictures that are obscene, contain child 
pornography, or have been determined to be harmful to minors in accordance with the 
Children's Internet Protection Act (CIPA)  

• Require direct and informed parental consent for a student’s use of software, other than 
software excluded from the consent requirement by law [See Required State Testing and 
Standardized Testing.]  

• Require direct and informed parental consent for a student’s use of software that conducts 
mental health assessments or other assessments unrelated to education curricula that are 
intended to collect information about students [See Consent to Conduct a Psychological 
Evaluation.]  

In accordance with House Bill 18 (SCOPE Act) Forney ISD maintains and provides the following 
list of all approved district software. Acceptance of the student handbook at enrollment is 
understood to be consent for student use of these approved, educational softwares. This list is 
understood to be comprehensive as of the time of publishing, but may be modified or added to 
in the future as software needs are reviewed. This list is available at the link below:  

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Nc1qruiPNxVUUjESMrpGGCW7WlbkMc8mJjLj7_v5-F 
g/edit?usp=sharing  
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If you want to know more about partnering with the district regarding cybersecurity and online 
safety, or if you have complaints or concerns about student use of electronic devices, please 
contact Howard Carlin, Executive Director of IT at hmcarlin@forneyisd.net.  

[See Textbooks, Electronic Textbooks, Technological Equipment, and Other Instructional 
Materials (All Grade Levels).]  

Possession and Use of Personal Telecommunications Devices, Including Cell Phones, 
and Other Electronic Devices  

The district permits students to possess personal cell phones for safety purposes; however, 
these devices must remain turned off during the instructional day, including during all testing, 
unless they are being used for approved instructional purposes. [See Textbooks, Electronic 
Textbooks, Technological Equipment, and Other Instructional Materials for graphing 
calculator applications on computing devices.]  

A student must have approval to possess other personal telecommunications devices on 
campus such as laptops, tablets, or other portable computers.  

Without such permission, teachers will collect the items and turn them in to the principal’s office. 
The principal will determine whether to return items to students at the end of the day or to 
contact parents to pick up the items.  

The use of cell phones or any device capable of capturing images is strictly prohibited in locker 
rooms or restroom areas while at school or at a school-related or school-sponsored event.  

If a student uses a telecommunications device without authorization during the school day, the 



device will be confiscated.  

Confiscated telecommunications devices that are not retrieved by the student or the student’s 
parent will be disposed of after the notice required by law. [See policy FNCE for more 
information.  

In limited circumstances and in accordance with law, a student’s personal telecommunications 
device may be searched by authorized personnel. [See Searches and policy FNF for more 
information.]  

Any disciplinary action will be in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. The district is 
not responsible for damaged, lost, or stolen telecommunications devices.  

Instructional Use of Personal Telecommunications and Other Electronic Devices  

Students must obtain prior approval to use personal telecommunications or other personal 
electronic devices for instructional purposes while on campus. Students must also sign a user 
agreement that contains applicable rules for use (separate from this handbook).  

All personal devices must be turned off during the instructional day when not in use for 
approved instructional purposes. Violations of the user agreement may result in withdrawal of 
privileges and other disciplinary action.  

Acceptable Use of District Technology Resources  

District-owned technology resources may be issued to individual students for instructional 
purposes. Use of the district’s network systems and equipment is restricted to approved 
purposes only. Students and parents will be asked to sign a user agreement (separate from this 
handbook) regarding use of these district resources. Violations of the user agreement may 
result in withdrawal of privileges and other disciplinary action.  
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Unacceptable and Inappropriate Use of Technology Resources  
Students are prohibited from possessing, sending, forwarding, posting, accessing, or displaying 
electronic messages that are abusive, obscene, sexually oriented, threatening, harassing, 
damaging to another’s reputation, or illegal. This prohibition also applies to conduct off school 
property, whether on district-owned or personally owned equipment, if it results in a substantial 
disruption to the educational environment.  

Any person taking, disseminating, transferring, possessing, or sharing obscene, sexually 
oriented, lewd, or otherwise illegal images or other content — commonly referred to as “sexting” 
— will be disciplined in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct, may be required to 
complete an educational program related to the dangers of this type of behavior, and, in certain 
circumstances, may be reported to law enforcement.  

This type of behavior may constitute bullying or harassment, as well as impede future 
endeavors of a student. We encourage parents to review with their child the "Before You Text" 
Sexting Prevention Course (https://txssc.txstate.edu/tools/courses/before-you-text/), a 
state-developed program that addresses the consequences of sexting.  

In accordance with state law, the district prohibits the installation or use of TikTok or any 
successor application or service on a district device, along with any other social media 
application or service determined by the governor.  

Any student who engages in conduct that results in a breach of the district’s computer security 
will be disciplined in accordance with the Student Code of Conduct. In some cases, the 



consequence may be expulsion.  

End-of-Course (EOC) Assessments  

[See Graduation and Standardized Testing]  

Emergent Bilingual Students (All Grade Levels)  
A student who is an emergent bilingual student is entitled to receive specialized services from 
the district. A Language Proficiency Assessment Committee (LPAC), consisting of both district 
personnel and at least one parent representative, will determine whether the student qualifies  
for services. The student’s parent must consent to any services recommended by the LPAC. 
However, pending the receipt of parental consent or denial of services, an eligible student will 
receive the services to which the student is entitled and eligible.  

To determine a student’s level of proficiency in English, the LPAC will use information from a 
variety of assessments. If the student qualifies for services, and once a level of proficiency has 
been established, the LPAC will designate instructional accommodations or additional special 
programs that the student will require to eventually become proficient at grade level work in 
English. Ongoing assessments will be conducted to determine a student’s continued eligibility 
for the program.  

The LPAC will also determine whether certain accommodations are necessary for any 
state-mandated assessments. The STAAR Spanish, as mentioned at Standardized Testing, 
may be administered to an emergent bilingual student up to grade 5. In limited circumstances, a 
student’s LPAC may exempt the student from an otherwise required state-mandated 
assessment or may waive certain graduation requirements related to the English I 
end-of-course (EOC) assessment. The Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment 
System (TELPAS) will also be administered to emergent bilingual students who qualify for 
services.  
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If a student is considered an emergent bilingual student and receives special education services 
because of a qualifying disability, the student’s ARD committee will make instructional and 
assessment decisions in conjunction with the LPAC.  

Extracurricular Activities, Clubs, and Organizations (All Grade Levels)  
Participation in school-sponsored activities is an excellent way for a student to develop talents, 
receive individual recognition, and build strong friendships.  

Some extracurricular activities may include off-campus events. Students are required to use 
transportation provided by the district to and from the events. Exceptions may only be made 
with the approval of the activity’s coach or sponsor. [See Transportation]  

Eligibility for many of these activities is governed by state law and the rules of the University 
Interscholastic League (UIL), a statewide association overseeing interdistrict competition. If a 
student is involved in an academic, athletic, or music activity governed by UIL, the student and 
parent are expected to know and follow all rules of the UIL organization. Students and parents 
can access the UIL Parent Information Manual (https://www.uiltexas.org/athletics/manuals) 
online. A hard copy can be provided by the coach or sponsor of the activity on request.  

To report alleged noncompliance with required safety training or an alleged violation of safety 
rules required by law and the UIL, please contact the curriculum division of TEA at (512) 
463-9581 or curriculum@tea.texas.gov.  



[See UIL Texas (https://www.uiltexas.org/) for additional information on all UIL-governed 
activities.]  

Student safety in extracurricular activities is a priority of the district. Parents are entitled to 
review the district’s records regarding the age of each football helmet used by the campus, 
including when a helmet has been reconditioned.  

Generally, a student who receives a grade below 70 at the end of a grading period in any 
academic class may not participate in extracurricular activities for at least three school weeks.  

A student enrolled in an honors or advanced class must earn a grade average of 70 or above on 
a scale of 100 in the class to remain eligible to participate in extracurricular activities. A student 
who becomes ineligible to participate in extracurricular activities shall be granted a waiver of the 
suspension for no more than two classes per nine-week grading period.  

However, if a student receives a grade below 70 at the end of a grading period in an Advanced 
Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB), honors, or dual credit course in English 
language arts, mathematics, science, social studies, economics, or languages other than 
English, the student remains eligible for participation in all extracurricular activities.  

In addition, the following applies to all extracurricular activities:  

● A student who receives special education services and who fails to meet the 
standards in the individualized education program (IEP) may not participate for at 
least three school weeks.  

● An ineligible student may practice or rehearse but may not participate in any 
competitive activity.  

● A student shall be allowed a maximum of ten extracurricular absences not related to 
post-district competition. A student involved in multiple extracurricular activities may file 

a written request with the campus principal for up to five additional absences not  
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related to post-district competition. A student must show that such additional 
absences will not have a detrimental effect on their academic performance. 
Additional days shall be granted for both post-district and state competitions.  

● An absence for participation in an activity that has not been approved will be 
considered an unexcused absence.  

For further information, see policy FM(LOCAL)  

Athletic Lettering Procedures  
Lettering at a Forney ISD school shall be governed by the following guidelines:  

Athletes who meet the qualifications for a letter award will receive a letter jacket from the Forney 
ISD Athletic Department. Any senior who has been on a FISD high school roster for three years 
in a particular sport will be awarded a letter in that sport.  

● Basketball/Football – must participate on the varsity team in at least one half of the quarters 
in the season to letter. Head coach will certify.  

● Volleyball – must participate in at least one half of the matches in the season. Head coach 
will certify.  

● Softball/Baseball – must participate in at least 25% of the total innings in the season. Head 



coach will certify.  

● Track & Field – score ten (10) points during the season or one point at the district meet or 
participate in at least 25% of the track meets. Head coach will certify.  

● Golf – finish in the top six at the district meet or participate in at least 50% of seasonal 
varsity matches. Head coach will certify.  

● Tennis – finish in the top six at the district meet or participate in at least 50% of seasonal 
varsity matches. Head coach will certify.  

● Cross Country – must finish the course in at least 50% of the season’s varsity meets or at 
the district meet on the varsity team. Head coach will certify.  

● Soccer – participates in at least 75% of district games. Head coach will certify.  

● Powerlifting – score 12 points during the season or qualify for the regional meet. Head 
coach will certify.  

● Swimming – must place in district swim meet/qualify for regional. Head coach will certify.  

All letter awards will be awarded within the guidelines of UIL Rules and Regulations. Campus 
Athletic Coordinators are stewards of athletic letter jackets on their campuses. All letter awards 
and jackets will be awarded at the discretion of the coaching staff with consideration given to 
conduct and playing time. Coaches may make special considerations for injuries and special 
circumstances. Letter jackets will not be awarded to students while they are in a DAEP setting. 
UIL Constitution and Contest Rules stipulate that a student may receive only one major award 
during a student’s high school enrollment. Students in multiple UIL activities may thus receive 
only one letter jacket.  

Standards of Behavior  
Sponsors of student clubs and performing groups such as the band, choir, and drill and athletic 
teams may establish standards of behavior — including consequences for misbehavior — that 
are stricter than those for students in general. If a violation is also a violation of school rules, the  
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consequences specified by the Student Code of Conduct or by board policy will apply in addition 
to any consequences specified by the organization’s standards of behavior.  

Offices and Elections  

Certain clubs, organizations, and performing groups will hold elections for student officers. 
Contact the campus administration or acting sponsor for specific details regarding officers and 
elections.  

During the last nine weeks of each school year, the student body president and class officers 
will be elected. Each class shall be represented by a president, vice-president, and 
secretary/treasurer.  

The student body president will be a senior student. To become a candidate for class officer or 
president of the student body, a student must be classified at the grade level he/she wishes to 
represent. Students must meet UIL. eligibility at the time of elections.  

A day will be designated for elections; electronic voting or a voting table will be set up in an 
appropriate location on campus. Students wishing to vote must sign a poll list before receiving a 
ballot. Only one ballot will be allocated to each student, and the student can vote for candidates 
in his/her class and the student body president.  



Vacancies will be filled in the following manner:  

1. The vice-president will assume the president’s duties and title.  

2. The candidate who finished runner-up for president will assume the duties and title of 
vice-president.  

3. Secretary/treasurer vacancies will be filled by the runners-up for those offices. 

Fees (All Grade Levels)  

Basic educational program materials are provided at no charge to a student. However, a student 
is expected to provide his or her own supplies, such as pencils, paper, erasers, and notebooks. 
A student may also be required to pay certain other costs, fees, or deposits, including:  

● Materials for a class project that the student will keep.  

● Membership dues in voluntary clubs or student organizations.  

● Admission fees to extracurricular activities.  

● Security deposits.  

● Personal physical education and athletic equipment and apparel.  

● Voluntarily purchased pictures, publications, class rings, yearbooks, graduation 
announcements, and the like.  

● Voluntarily purchased student health and accident insurance.  

● Musical instrument rental and uniform maintenance when uniforms are provided by 
the district.  

● Personal apparel used in extracurricular activities that becomes the property of the 
student.  

● Parking fees and student identification cards.  

● Fees for lost, damaged, or overdue library books.  
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● Fees for driver training courses.  

● Fees for optional courses offered for credit that require use of facilities not available 
on district premises.  

● Summer school for courses that are offered tuition-free during the regular school 
year.  

● A maximum fee of $50 for an educational program outside of regular school hours for 
a student who has lost credit or has not been awarded a final grade because of 
absences and whose parent chooses the program for the student to meet the 90 
percent attendance requirements. The fee will be charged only if the parent or 
guardian signs a district-provided request form.  

● In some cases, a fee for a course taken through the Texas Virtual School Network 
(TXVSN).  

Any required fee or deposit may be waived if the student and parent are unable to pay. 
Application for such a waiver may be made to the campus principal. [See policy FP for more 
information.]  



Transcript Fees  

The following fees apply for students (current and former) requesting transcripts from their high 
school campus.  

Students requesting a transcript online (Parchment):  
1. Form to fill out (Request for Official HS Transcript - see campus 
website) 2. Cost of transcript  

a. Current Student - All current students will receive their 1sttranscript free of charge. All 
others after that will be $1.00 each.  
b. Former Student - $2.00 each  

Any required fee or deposit may be waived if the student and parent are unable to pay. 
Application for such a waiver may be made to the campus principal. [For further information, see 
policy FP.]  

Fundraising (All Grade Levels)  
Student groups or classes and/or parent groups may be permitted to conduct fundraising drives 
for approved school purposes in accordance with administrative regulations. [See policies FJ 
and GE for more information.]  

Gang-Free Zones (All Grade Levels)  
Certain criminal offenses, including gang-related crimes, will be enhanced to the next-highest 
category of offense if they are committed in a gang-free zone. Gang-free zones include a 
school bus and any location in, on, or within 1,000 feet of any district-owned or leased property 
or campus playground.  

Grade-Level Classification (Grades 9-12 Only)  
After grade 9, students are classified according to the number of credits earned toward 
graduation.  

Credits Earned  Classification 
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5.5 - 11.5  Grade 10 (Sophomore) 

12 - 18.5  Grade 11 (Junior) 

19+  Grade 12 (Senior) 

 
 

Grading Guidelines (All Grade Levels)  
Approved grading guidelines for each grade level or course will be communicated to students 
and their parents by the classroom teacher. These guidelines establish:  

● The minimum number of assignments, projects, and examinations required for each 
grading period  

● How the student’s mastery of concepts and achievement will be communicated (for 
example, letter grades, numerical averages, checklist of required skills, and the like)  

● Circumstances under which a student will be allowed to redo an assignment or 
retake an examination the student originally failed  

● Procedures for a student to follow after an absence  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jQdv34kYkkZQ2iM-h99bv6VQMEGOe-Qw/view?usp=sharing


● Grading consequences for academic dishonesty, including cheating or copying the 
work of another student, plagiarism (including the unauthorized use of artificial 
intelligence (AI) such as ChatGPT), and unauthorized communication between 
students during an examination  

[See Report Cards/Progress Reports and Conferences for additional information on grading 
guidelines.]  

Graduation (Secondary Grade Levels Only)  
Requirements for a Diploma  

A student must meet the following requirements to receive a high school diploma from the 
district:  

● Achieve passing scores on certain end-of-course (EOC) assessments or approved 
substitute assessments, unless specifically waived as permitted by state law  

● Complete the required number of credits established by the state and any additional 
credits required by the district  

● Complete any locally required courses in addition to the courses mandated by the 
state  

● Demonstrate proficiency, as determined by the district, in the specific communication 
skills required by the State Board of Education (SBOE)  

● Complete and submit a free application for federal student aid (FAFSA) or a Texas 
application for state financial aid (TASFA)  

Testing Requirements for Graduation  
Students are required, with limited exceptions and regardless of graduation program, to perform 
satisfactorily on the following EOC assessments:  

● English I  
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● English II  

● Algebra I  

● Biology  

● U.S. History  

A student who does not achieve a sufficient score will have opportunities to retake an 
assessment.  

State law allows a student to meet EOC requirements by substituting satisfactory performance 
on approved national standardized assessments or on the state-developed assessment used 
for entrance into Texas public universities. [See the school counselor for more information on 
the state testing requirements for graduation.]  

If a student fails to perform satisfactorily on an EOC assessment, the district will provide 
remediation in the applicable content area. This may require the student’s participation outside 
normal school operating times.  

In limited circumstances, a student who fails to demonstrate proficiency on up to two of the 
required assessments may still be eligible to graduate if an individual graduation committee, 



formed in accordance with state law, unanimously determines that the student is eligible to 
graduate.  

[See Standardized Testing.]  

Foundation Graduation Program  
Every Texas public school student will graduate under the foundation graduation program. The 
foundation graduation program features endorsements, which are paths of interest that include:  

● Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM)  

● Business and Industry  

● Public Service  

● Arts and Humanities  

● Multidisciplinary Studies  

Endorsements earned by a student will be noted on the student’s transcript.  

A student can complete the foundation graduation program with a “distinguished level of 
achievement,” which reflects the completion of at least one endorsement and Algebra II as one 
of the required advanced mathematics credits.  

A Personal Graduation Plan will be completed for each high school student, as described on 
page .  

State law generally prohibits a student from graduating solely under the foundation graduation 
program without an endorsement. However, after the student’s sophomore year, the student and 
student’s parent may request that the student graduate without an endorsement. The district will 
advise the student and the student’s parent of the specific benefits of graduating with an 
endorsement. The student and the student’s parent must then submit written permission to the 
school counselor for the student to graduate without an endorsement.  
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A student who wishes to attend a four-year university or college after graduation must carefully 
consider whether graduation under the foundation program without an endorsement will satisfy 
the admission requirements of the student’s desired college or university.  

A student graduating under the foundation graduation program can also earn performance 
acknowledgments on his or her transcript. Performance acknowledgments are available for 
outstanding performance in bilingualism and biliteracy, in a dual credit course, on an AP or IB 
examination, on certain national college preparatory and readiness or college entrance 
examinations, or for earning a license or certificate recognized at the state, national, or 
international level. The school counselor can provide more information about these 
acknowledgments.  

A student is not required to complete an Algebra II course to graduate under the foundation 
graduation program, and the district will annually notify a student’s parent of this fact. However, 
not taking Algebra II will make a student ineligible for automatic admission to four-year public 
universities and colleges in Texas and for certain financial aid and grants while attending those 
institutions.  

A school district will permit a student to satisfy the curriculum requirements for graduation under 



the foundation program with the distinguished level of achievement, including an endorsement, 
by successfully completing courses in the core curriculum of a public Texas institution of higher 
education. Please see your counselor for more information.  

Credits Required  

The foundation graduation program requires completion of the following credits:  

Course Area  Number of 
Credits: 

Foundation  
Graduation  

Program 

Number of Credits:  
Foundation 

Graduation Program 
with an  

Endorsement 

English/Langua
ge Arts 

4  4 

Mathematics  3  4 

Science  3  4 

Social Studies  3  4 

Physical Education  1  1 

Languages other  
than English 

2  2 

Fine Arts  

Electives  

1  

5  

1  

6 

Total Credits  22 credits  26 credits 

 
 

Additional considerations apply in some course areas, including:  
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● Mathematics: To obtain the distinguished level of achievement under the foundation 
graduation program, a student must complete an endorsement and take Algebra II as 
one of the 4 mathematics credits. A student’s completion of the distinguished level of 
achievement is a requirement to be considered for automatic admission to a Texas 
four-year college or university and will be included on a student’s transcript.  

● Physical education: A student who is unable to participate in physical activity due to a 
disability or illness may be able to substitute a course in English language arts, 
mathematics, science, social studies, or another locally determined credit-bearing 
course for the required credit of physical education. This determination will be made 
by the student’s ARD committee, Section 504 committee, or other campus 
committee, as applicable.  

● Languages other than English: Students are required to earn 2 credits in the same 
language other than English to graduate. Any student may substitute computer 



programming languages for these credits.  

● A student may satisfy one of the 2 required credits by successfully completing in 
elementary school a dual language immersion program or a course in American 
Sign Language.  

● In limited circumstances, a student may be able to substitute this requirement 
with other courses, as determined by a district committee authorized by law to 
make these decisions for the student.  

Available Endorsements  
A student must specify upon entering grade 9 which endorsement he or she wishes to pursue. 

Financial Aid Application Requirement  

Before graduating from high school, each student must complete and submit an application for 
financial aid for post-secondary education. Students must complete and submit either a free 
application for federal student aid (FAFSA) or a Texas application for state financial aid (TASFA).  

Resources will be provided through campus counselors to support students and parents with 
understanding and completion of FAFSA/TASFA. Students will be given the opportunity 
throughout their senior year to meet with Financial Aid Supports from local colleges.  

A student is not required to complete and submit a FAFSA or TASFA if:  

● The student’s parent submits a form provided by the district indicating that the parent 
authorizes the student to opt out;  

● A student who is 18 years of age or older or a legally independent minor submits a 
form provided by the district indicating that the student opts out; or  

● A school counselor authorizes the student to opt out for good cause.  

Please contact the school counselor for more information.  

To confirm that a student has completed and submitted a TASFA, the student must submit one 
of the following:  

● A screenshot that includes the processed date field of the FAFSA ApplyTexas 
Counselor Suite  

● Notification, such as a copy of an email, from the United States Department of 
Education verifying completion of the FAFSA  
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● A copy or screenshot of the FAFSA acknowledgment page  

● A screenshot of the TASFA submission acknowledgment page (from those 
institutions that offer an electronic form)  

● An acknowledgment receipt from an institution of higher education (IHE) 

● A copy of a financial aid award letter from an IHE  

Personal Graduation Plans  
A personal graduation plan will be developed for each high school student.  

The district encourages all students to pursue a personal graduation plan that includes the 
completion of at least one endorsement and to graduate with the distinguished level of 
achievement. Attainment of the distinguished level of achievement is a requirement for a 



student to be considered for automatic admission to a public four-year college or university in 
Texas, depending on his or her rank in class.  

The school will review personal graduation plan options with each student entering grade 9 and 
his or her parent. Before the end of grade 9, a student and his or her parent will be required to 
sign off on a personal graduation plan that promotes college and workforce readiness, promotes 
career placement and advancement, and facilitates the transition from secondary to 
postsecondary education.  

The student’s personal graduation plan will outline an appropriate course sequence based on 
the student’s choice of endorsement.  

Please review TEA’s Graduation Toolkit  
(https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/news-and-multimedia/brochures/tea-brochures).  

A student may amend his or her personal graduation plan after this initial confirmation. The 
school will send written notice of any such amendment to the student’s parent.  

Available Course Options for All Graduation Programs  

Each spring, the district will update students on the courses required or offered in each 
curriculum area so students can enroll for the upcoming school year.  

Note: The district may require the completion of certain courses for graduation even if these 
courses are not required by the state for graduation.  

Not all courses are offered at every secondary campus in the district. A student who wants to 
take a course not offered at his or her regular campus should contact the school counselor 
about a transfer or other alternatives. If the parents of at least 22 students request a transfer for 
a course in the required curriculum other than fine arts or career and technical education (CTE), 
the district will offer the course the following year either by teleconference or at the school from 
which the transfers were requested.  

Certificates of Coursework Completion  

A certificate of coursework completion will be issued to a student who has successfully 
completed state and local credit requirements for graduation but has not yet demonstrated 
satisfactory performance on the state-mandated tests required for graduation.  

Updated 6/10/2024 
Forney ISD Student Handbook  

Students with Disabilities  
Admission, review, and dismissal (ARD) committees will make instructional and assessment 
decisions for students with disabilities who receive special education services in accordance 
with state law.  

Upon the recommendation of the ARD committee, a student with a disability who receives 
special education services may be permitted to graduate under the provisions of his or her 
individualized education program (IEP) and in accordance with state rules.  

A student who receives special education services may earn an endorsement under the 
foundation program. If the student’s curriculum requirements for the endorsement were 
modified, the student’s ARD committee will determine whether the modified curriculum is 



sufficiently rigorous to earn the endorsement. The ARD committee must also determine whether 
the student must perform satisfactorily on any end-of-course assessment to earn an 
endorsement.  

A student who receives special education services and has completed four years of high school 
but has not met the requirements of his or her IEP may participate in graduation ceremonies 
and receive a certificate of attendance. The student may then remain enrolled to complete the 
IEP and earn his or her high school diploma but will only be allowed to participate in one 
graduation ceremony.  

[See policy FMH(LEGAL) for more information.]  

Graduation Activities  
Graduation activities will include:  

Graduation activities will include:  

● Senior Awards Assembly  

● Commencement  

To participate in the high school commencement exercises, a student shall have:  

● Successfully completed all the requirements specified by the high school academic program 
or an IEP determined by the student’s ARD.  

● Meet the requirements of the state and local attendance policies.  

● Adhered to the behavior code specified by the discipline management plan while 
participating in school-related activities.  

● Complied with the dress code. Students who do not comply with dress code requirements 
will be removed from participation in the graduation exercises.  

The campus and district administrators shall be responsible for determining whether a student is 
qualified to participate in the exercises according to the adopted policy criteria. [See policy 
FMH(LOCAL).]  

A committee of not less than five students selected by the graduating class shall be permitted to 
structure activities at promotional and graduation ceremonies for secondary schools. School 
officials shall not direct the performance of a formal religious exercise at such ceremonies. [See 
policy FMH(LOCAL).]  
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Students who are eligible to graduate but are assigned to a disciplinary alternative education 
program at the end of the school year will not be allowed to participate in the graduation 
ceremony and related graduation activities.  

Graduation Participation  
To participate in graduation exercises, a student must meet the following requirements:  

1. Follow the student code of conduct and in good standing with the requirements of the 
code;  

2. Have finished all attendance and coursework requirements by 5:00 p. m. on the last day 
of school, prior to the graduation ceremony;  



3. Have completed all financial commitments to the school;  

4. Follow the grooming code as well as any additional dress requirements established by 
the principal for the graduation ceremony;  

5. Be in school approved graduation regalia only, with no outside cords, pins, etc.;  

6. Have attended graduation rehearsal. The principal may excuse any absence from 
graduation rehearsal. All graduates must be in appropriate attire to attend rehearsal.  

7. Be at the ceremony at the time given by the Senior Principal; and  

8. Students are subject to removal from the graduation ceremony for inappropriate behavior 
before or during the ceremony because of inappropriate behavior related to the 
graduation ceremony  

Prom  

Each prom in Forney ISD shall be a junior/senior prom. It is open to any FISD junior or senior, at 
his/her respective campus. Only FISD juniors and seniors may purchase tickets during the set 
days and times. Dates must be at least of sophomore classification. No freshmen will be 
admitted. Students in DAEP or ISS during the time of prom will not be admitted, nor will any 
refund be given. Any non-Forney dates shall be a sophomore or higher-grade level and no older 
than 19. Non-Forney dates must be approved by an administrator before a ticket may be 
purchased. Proof of approval must be presented at the time of ticket purchase. The 
administrator has the right to refuse approval for any reason. Approval forms must be returned 
by the deadline set by the administrators and prom coordinator. Failure to meet the deadline will 
result in denial of the date and he/she will not be admitted into prom. No refunds will be given 
for any reason.  

Graduation Speakers  

Certain graduating students will be given an opportunity to speak at graduation ceremonies.  

A student must meet local eligibility criteria, which may include requirements related to student 
conduct, to have a speaking role. Students eligible for speaking roles will be notified by the 
principal and given an opportunity to volunteer.  

[See the Student Code of Conduct and policy FNA(LOCAL) for more information.] 

[See Student Speakers for student speakers at other school events.]  
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Graduation Expenses  
Because students and parents will incur expenses to participate in the traditions of graduation 
— such as the purchase of invitations, senior ring, cap and gown, and senior picture — both the 
student and parent should monitor progress toward completion of all requirements for 
graduation. The expenses often are incurred in the junior year or first semester of the senior 
year. [See Fees.]  

Scholarships and Grants  

Students who have a financial need according to federal criteria and who complete the 
foundation graduation program may be eligible under the TEXAS Grant Program, Teach for 



Texas Grant Program, and Future Texas Teachers Scholarship Program for scholarships and 
grants toward tuition and fees to Texas public universities, community colleges, and technical 
schools, as well as to private institutions. Certain students who graduate early may also be 
eligible for the Texas First Scholarship Program.  

See College and University Admissions and Financial Aid (All Grade Levels) for more 
information.  

Contact the school counselor for information about other scholarships and grants available to 
students.  

Harassment  
[See Dating Violence, Discrimination, Harassment, and Retaliation.]  

Hazing (All Grade Levels)  
Hazing is defined as an intentional, knowing, or reckless act, on or off campus, by one person 
alone or acting with others, directed against a student for the purpose of pledging, initiation into, 
affiliation with, holding office in, or maintaining membership in a student organization if the act 
meets the elements in Education Code 37.151, including:  

● Any type of physical brutality  

● An activity that subjects the student to an unreasonable risk of harm or that adversely 
affects the student’s mental or physical health, such as sleep deprivation, exposure 
to the elements, confinement to small spaces, calisthenics, or consumption of food, 
liquids, drugs, or other substances  

● An activity that induces, causes, or requires the student to perform a duty or task that 
violates the Penal Code  

● Coercing a student to consume a drug or alcoholic beverage in an amount that would 
lead a reasonable person to believe the student is intoxicated  

The district will not tolerate hazing. Disciplinary consequences for hazing will be in accordance 
with the Student Code of Conduct. It is a criminal offense if a person engages in hazing; solicits, 
encourages, directs, aids, or attempts to aid another in hazing; or has firsthand knowledge of an 
incident of hazing being planned or having occurred and fails to report this to the principal, 
superintendent, or law enforcement official.  

[See Bullying and policies FFI and FNCC for more information.]  
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Health — Physical and Mental  
Illness (All Grade Levels)  

When your child is ill, please contact the school to let us know he or she will not be attending 
that day.  

State rules require schools to exclude students with certain illnesses from school for certain 
periods of time. For example, if a child has a fever over 100 degrees, he or she must stay out of 
school until fever-free for 24 hours without use of fever-reducing medications. Students with 
diarrheal illnesses must stay home until they are diarrhea-free without use of 



diarrhea-suppressing medications for 24 hours.  

A full list of conditions for which the school must exclude children can be obtained from the 
school nurse.  

If a student becomes ill during the school day and the school nurse determines that the child 
should go home, the nurse will contact the parent.  

The district is required to report certain contagious (communicable) diseases or illnesses to the 
Department of State Health Services (DSHS) or our local/regional health authority. The school 
nurse can provide information from DSHS on these notifiable conditions.  

The school nurse is available to answer any questions for parents who are concerned about 
whether or not their child should stay home.  

Immunization (All Grade Levels)  

A student must be fully immunized against certain diseases or must present a certificate or 
statement that, for medical reasons or reasons of conscience, including a religious belief, the 
student will not be immunized.  

For exemptions based on reasons of conscience, only official forms issued by the Texas 
Department of State Health Services (DSHS), Immunization Branch, can be honored by the 
district. You may access the DSHS exemption form  
(https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunization-unit/texas-school-child-care-facility-immunization/texa 
s-immunization-exemptions) online or by writing to this address:  

Texas Department of State Health Services  
Immunization Section, Mail Code 1946  
P.O. Box 149347  
Austin, Texas 78714-9347  

The form must be notarized and submitted to the principal or school nurse within 90 days of 
notarization. If the parent is seeking an exemption for more than one student in the family, a 
separate form must be provided for each student.  

The immunizations required are:  

● Diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis  

● Polio  

● Measles, mumps, and rubella  

● Hepatitis B  

● Varicella (chicken pox)  
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● Meningococcal  

● Hepatitis A  

The school nurse can provide information on immunization requirements. Proof of immunization 
may be established by personal records from a licensed physician or public health clinic with a 
signature or rubber-stamp validation.  

If a student should not be immunized for medical reasons, the student or parent must present a 
certificate signed by a U.S. registered and licensed physician stating that, in the doctor’s 



opinion, the immunization required is medically contraindicated or poses a significant risk to the 
health and well-being of the student or a member of the student’s family or household. This 
certificate must be renewed yearly unless the physician specifies a lifelong condition.  

For information on immunization against bacterial meningitis and college enrollment and 
attendance, see Bacterial Meningitis.  

[See the DSHS’s Texas School & Child Care Facility Immunization Requirements 
(https://www.dshs.texas.gov/immunization-unit/texas-school-child-care-facility-immuniza 
tion) and policy FFAB(LEGAL) for more information.]  

Lice (All Grade Levels)  

Head lice is very common among children. Although not an illness or a disease, head lice 
spread through head-to-head contact during play, sports, nap time, and when children share 
things like brushes, combs, hats, and headphones.  

The district does not require or recommend that students be removed from school because of 
lice or nits.  

If careful observation indicates that a student has head lice, the school nurse will contact the 
student’s parent to discuss a treatment plan using an FDA-approved medicated shampoo or 
cream rinse that may be purchased from any drug or grocery store. After the student undergoes 
one treatment, the parent should contact the school nurse to discuss the treatment used. The 
nurse can also offer additional recommendations, including subsequent treatments, how best to 
get rid of lice, and how to prevent lice from returning.  

The district will provide notice to parents of elementary school students in an affected classroom 
without identifying the student with lice.  

More information on head lice can be obtained from the DSHS website Managing Head Lice in 
School Settings and at Home  
(https://www.dshs.texas.gov/texas-school-health/skilled-procedures-texas-school-health/managi 
ng-head-lice-school) and from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s website Head 
Lice Information for Parents (https://www.cdc.gov/parasites/lice/head/parents.html).  

[See policy FFAA for more information.]  

Medicine at School (All Grade Levels)  
If a student must take medication during school hours, the student’s parent must provide the 
medication. All medication, whether prescription or nonprescription, must be kept in the nurse’s 
office and be administered by the nurse or another authorized district employee. A student may 
be authorized to possess his or her own medication because of asthma or a severe allergy as 
described below or as otherwise allowed by law.  

The district will not purchase nonprescription medication to give to a student. Updated 6/10/2024 
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In accordance with policy FFAC, authorized employees may administer:  

● Prescription medication in the original, properly labeled container, provided by the 
parent along with a written request.  

● Prescription medication from a properly labeled unit dosage container filled by a 
registered nurse or another qualified district employee from the original, properly 
labeled container provided by the parent along with a written request.  

● Nonprescription medication in the original, properly labeled container, provided by 



the parent along with a written request. Note: Insect repellant is considered a 
nonprescription medication.  

● Herbal or dietary supplements provided by the parent only if required by the 
student’s individualized education program (IEP) or Section 504 plan for a student 
with disabilities.  

An elementary or secondary student may possess and self-apply sunscreen to avoid 
overexposure to the sun. An elementary student’s teacher or other district personnel will apply 
sunscreen to the student’s exposed skin if the student brings the sunscreen to school and asks 
for help applying it. If a secondary student needs assistance with sunscreen application, please 
address the need with the school nurse.  

Whether a student is at the elementary or secondary level, if sunscreen needs to be 
administered to treat any type of medical condition, this should be handled through 
communication with the school nurse so that the district is made aware of any safety and 
medical issues.  

Asthma and Severe Allergic Reactions  

A student with asthma or severe allergic reaction (anaphylaxis) may possess and use 
prescribed asthma or anaphylaxis medication at school or school-related events only if he or 
she has written authorization from his or her parent and a physician or other licensed 
health-care provider. The student must also demonstrate to his or her health-care provider and 
the school nurse the ability to use the prescribed medication, including any device required to 
administer the medication.  

If the student has been prescribed asthma or anaphylaxis medication for use during the school 
day, the student and parents should discuss this with the school nurse or principal.  

See also Food Allergies.  

Unassigned Epinephrine Auto-injectors  
In accordance with Chapter 38, Subchapter E of the Education Code, the board has adopted a 
policy to allow authorized school personnel who have been adequately trained to administer an 
unassigned epinephrine auto-injector to a person who is reasonably believed to be experiencing 
a severe allergic reaction (anaphylaxis).  

An “unassigned epinephrine auto-injector” is an epinephrine auto-injector prescribed by an 
authorized health-care provider in the name of the school issued with a non-patient-specific 
standing delegation order for the administration of an epinephrine auto-injector.  

Epinephrine auto-injectors include brand-name devices such as EpiPens®.  

Authorized and trained individuals may administer an epinephrine auto-injector at any time to a 
person experiencing anaphylaxis on a school campus.  
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The district will ensure that at each campus a sufficient number of school personnel are trained 
to administer epinephrine so that at least one trained individual is present on campus during 
regular school hours and whenever school personnel are physically on site for 
school-sponsored activities.  

Authorized and trained individuals may administer an unassigned epinephrine auto-injector to a 
person experiencing anaphylaxis when an unassigned epinephrine auto-injector is available.  



For additional information, see FFAC(LOCAL).  

Unassigned Medication for Respiratory Distress  
In accordance with Chapter 38, Subchapter E of the Education Code, the board has adopted a 
policy to allow authorized and trained school personnel to administer a medication for 
respiratory distress on a school campus or a school related activity to a person reasonably 
believed to be experiencing symptoms of respiratory distress.  

The district will provide at each campus school personnel who are trained to administer 
prescription medication for respiratory distress during regular school hours.  

“Unassigned medication for respiratory distress” means albuterol, levalbuterol, or another 
medication designated by the executive commission of the Health and Human Services 
Commission for treatment of respiratory distress, prescribed by an authorized health-care 
provider in the name of the district with a non-patient-specific standing delegation order for the 
administration of a medication for respiratory distress, and issued by an authorized health-care 
provider.  

For additional information, see FFAC(LOCAL).  

Unassigned Opioid Antagonists  
In accordance with Chapter 38, Subchapter E of the Education Code, the board has adopted a 
policy to allow authorized and trained school personnel at each campus to administer an opioid 
antagonist, such as Narcan or Naloxone, to an individual who is reasonably believed to be 
experiencing an opioid-related drug overdose.  

One or more authorized and trained individuals will be present on each campus subject to this 
policy during regular school hours.  

Steroids (Secondary Grade Levels Only)  
State law prohibits students from possessing, dispensing, delivering, or administering an 
anabolic steroid. Anabolic steroids are for physician-prescribed medical use only.  

Bodybuilding, muscle enhancement, or the increase of muscle bulk or strength through the use 
of an anabolic steroid or human growth hormone by a healthy student is not a valid medical use 
and is a criminal offense.  

Mental Health Support (All Grade Levels)  

The district has implemented programs to address the following mental health, behavioral 
health, and substance abuse concerns:  

● Mental health promotion and early intervention  

● Building skills to manage emotions, establish and maintain positive relationships, and 
engage in responsible decision-making  

● Substance abuse prevention and intervention  
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● Suicide prevention, intervention, and postvention (interventions after a suicide in a 
community)  

● Grief, trauma, and trauma-informed care  

● Positive behavior interventions and supports  



● Positive youth development  

● Safe, supportive, and positive school climates  

The following programs are being implemented to support students:  

● K-4th grade Guidance Lessons  
● K-4th grade Morning Meetings  
● 5th - 7th grade In Real Life Class classes - Character education, SEL lessons and critical 

future ready skills to ensure that students have the necessary tools to be successful and 
navigate their future  

● K - 12th grade SEL lessons  
● Securly alerts - Real time alerts to intervene quickly to safeguard students against 

self-harm, suicide, bullying, and violence  
● Anonymous alerts - Anti-bullying app, fast anonymous reporting system for bullying, 

depression, drugs and safety threats.  
● Behavioral Threat Assessment and Management provides a proactive, evidence-based 

approach for identifying individuals who may pose a threat and for providing 
interventions before a violent incident occurs.  

● Capturing Kids Hearts character lessons  
● Student Support Counselors  

If a student has been hospitalized or placed in residential treatment for a mental health condition 
or substance abuse, the district has procedures to support the student’s return to school. Please 
contact the district’s mental health liaison for further information.  

Teachers and other district employees may discuss a student’s academic progress or behavior 
with the student’s parents or another employee as appropriate; however, they are not permitted 
to recommend use of psychotropic drugs. A psychotropic drug is a substance used in the 
diagnosis, treatment, or prevention of a disease or as a component of a medication that is 
intended to alter perception, emotion, mood, or behavior.  

A district employee who is a registered nurse, an advanced nurse practitioner, a physician, or a 
certified or credentialed mental health professional can recommend that a student be evaluated 
by an appropriate medical practitioner, if appropriate. [See policy FFEB for more information.]  

For related information, see:  

● Consent to Conduct a Psychological Evaluation and Consent to Provide a 
Mental Health Care Service for the district’s procedures for recommending a 
mental health intervention and the mental health liaison’s contact information;  

● Counseling for the district’s comprehensive school counseling program;  

● Physical and Mental Health Resources for campus and community mental and 
physical health resources; and  

● Policies and Procedures that Promote Student Physical and Mental Health for 
board-adopted policies and administrative procedures that promote student health.  
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