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SPRINGFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS                                                           SCHOOL BOARD MEETING 
SPRINGFIELD, OR 97477                                                                   MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2020 
 

 
BUSINESS MEETING MINUTES 

 
A Business Meeting of the Springfield School District No. 19 Board of Education was held on September 
14, 2020. In order to comply with the Governor’s executive orders, the Board conducted this meeting by 
video conference only. The public was invited to watch or listen to the board meeting via Zoom Webinar 
or Zoom Phone. Information for participating was shared with the public on the district website and with 
news media outlets. 
 
1.    CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
Board Chair Zach Bessett called the Springfield Board of Education virtual meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  
 
Attendance 
Board Members attending the Zoom webinar included Board Chair Zach Bessett, Board Vice Chair 
Naomi Raven, Lisa Barrager, Dr. Emilio Hernandez and Todd Mann. 
 
District staff and community members identified included Superintendent Todd Hamilton, David Collins, 
Brett Yancey, Judy Bowden, Suzanne Price, Mindy LeRoux, Adrienne Pierce, Kimberlee Pelster, Chris 
Reiersgaard, Mike Oswalt, Carson B., Joan Bolls, Heather St. Louis, Trudy Waddell, Jamie Hoag Barnett, 
Charles Jett, Krystal Sundstrom, Becca Long, Jeremy, Colleen Hunter, Lisa Gibson, Sierra Cochrane, 
Mikell Harshbarger, Becky Buescher, Amber Shireman, Don Lamb, Zack Barnett, Diana Morgan, Joe, 
Brenda Ogan, Shana McOmie, Julie Morre, Scott Olds, Natasha Colson, Mel Dronzek, Pat Buchholz, 
Celina Ziolkowski, Michele Reiersgaard, Tanya Martin, Ashley Buchholz, Veronica Cheek, Amanda 
Montoya, Heidi Johnson, Troy Thorsby, Bryne Thorpe, Amber Howe, Brian Megert, Kerri Dawson, 
Becky Willis, Debbie Gray, Alyssa Nestler, Teresa Page, Charles Clark, Amber Mitchell, Jenny 
Orlandini, Joni Wareham, Erin Allman, Pauline Gibson-Tobin, Laura Weiss, Mandy Koen, Lisa Robbins, 
Joanna, Heather Dillon, Carla Smith, Rodatc, Amy Paschael, Carrie Langer, Dustin Reese, Elaine 
Woodward, Kristyl Rogers, Christine Sales, Peter Alameida, June Fothergill, Connie Bramhall, Shelby 
Masterson, Billy Jo Rodriguez, Blake Helm, Sherry Moore, Kellie, Ali Vaughan, Jeff Michna, Kristen 
Noor, Chiara Ihnat, Nicki Gorham, Andrea Smith, Whitney McKinley, Amber Ketchum, Sydney 
Arndorfer, Jen McCulley, Brenda Holt, Jenn Gonzales, Carrie Patterson, CJ Cramer, Paul Keppo,   
Aliya Hall from The Chronical and Lydia Dysart, minutes recorder.  
 
2.     APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Superintendent Hamilton said they would not be recognizing the certificate of achievement of excellence 
in financial reporting until next month. They would also be moving the introduction of new 
administrators to the end of the meeting. 
 
Chair Zach Bessett called for a motion to approve the agenda as amended. 
 
MOTION:  Ms. Barrager moved and seconded by Vice Chair Raven to approve the agenda as amended. 
 
Chair Bessett called for a roll call vote.  Chair Bessett asked each board member to indicate if they 
supported the motion to approve the agenda as presented: Ms. Raven – aye, Ms. Barrager – aye, Dr. 
Hernandez – aye, Mr. Mann – aye and Mr. Bessett – aye.  
 
Motion passed, 5:0. 
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3.    PUBLIC COMMENT 
Chair Bessett explained that members of the public were asked to electronically share their ideas and 
opinions with the Board by noon on the day of this Board meeting.  Comments were provided to the 
Board prior to the meeting and copies would be included in the minutes.  Chair Bessett thanked the 
community members who provided comment and assured them that the Board had read their messages 
and appreciated them sharing their feedback.  As of the noon deadline, public comment was received 
from: Heather St. Louis, SPS teacher, Erin Allman, SPS teacher, Deborah Knapp, retired SPS teacher 
Erika Mueller, Eugene community member, Bryne Torpe, SPS teacher, Gail and Lou Woodford, retired 
SPS teachers, Diane and Tony Bova, retired SPS teachers, Christine Buck, SPS teacher and parent, 
Kristin Woodford, SPS teacher and parent, Rebecca Long, community member, Tom and Barbara 
Roberts, retired SPS teachers, Jamie Hoag Barnett, parent, Alyssa Nestler, SPS teacher, Jeremy Thorpe, 
SPS parent, Teresa Page, SPS teacher, Steve Dustrude, retired SPS teacher, Amber Shireman, SPS parent, 
Tom Wareham, Springfield community member, Celina Ziolkowski, SPS teacher, Kelsey Price, SPS 
teacher and parent, Ashley Buchholz, SPS online teacher, Rebecca Long, SPS online teacher, Diana 
Costin, SPS online teacher, Colleen Hunter, retired SPS teacher, Mel Dronzek and retired SPS teacher.
Please see the text of their comments and the end of the minutes.  
 
4.    ACTION ITEMS 

A.   Consent Agenda 
 1.  August 10, 2020 Board Meeting Minutes 
 2.  August 24, 2020 Board Work Session Minutes 
 3.  Personnel Action, Resolution # 20-21.004 
 4.  2018-2019 Oregon English Language Learner Report 
 
MOTION: Mr. Mann moved, Dr. Hernandez seconded the motion to approve the Consent Agenda. 
 
Chair Bessett called for a roll call vote.  Chair Bessett asked each board member to indicate if they 
supported the motion to approve the Consent Agenda: Ms. Raven – aye, Ms. Barrager – aye, Dr. 
Hernandez – aye, Mr. Mann – aye and Mr. Bessett – aye.  
 
Motion passed, 5:0. 
 
       B.  Approve Board Policy Sections J and K/L, Resolution #20-20.005 
As the district continues to work with the Oregon School Boards Association to update district policies, 
the following sections have completed the review process and are presented for your approval and district 
adoption.   

Jenna McCulley recommended that the Board of Directors approve the following policy sections: 

• Section J 
o Linked at: http://bit.ly/SectionJ_Final 

• Section K/L 
o Linked at: http://bit.ly/SectionKL_Final 

 
MOTION: Vice Chair Raven moved, Ms. Barrager seconded the motion to approve board policy sections 
J and K/L. 
 
Chair Bessett called for discussion; there was no discussion. 
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Chair Bessett called for a roll call vote.  Chair Bessett asked each board member to indicate if they 
supported the motion to approve board policy sections J and K/L: Ms. Raven – aye, Ms. Barrager – aye, 
Dr. Hernandez – aye, Mr. Mann – aye and Mr. Bessett – aye.  
 
Motion passed, 5:0. 
 
       C.  Approve the Resolution to Transfer Fund Balance, Resolution #20-21.006 
This resolution is necessary to transfer remaining funds from the 2015 General Obligation bond issue and 
to close the Bond Fund. Most of the remaining funds were designated during the bond process for use in 
support of ongoing technology needs in the District, so they will be transferred to the Technology 
Replacement Fund.  Remaining funds that were designated for capital improvements will be transferred to 
the Capital Projects Fund.  Appropriations for expenditures within the Technology Fund and the Capital 
Projects Fund were adopted as part of the 2020-21 budget process. 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Board of Directors for Springfield School District No. 19, hereby 
allocate budget appropriations and approve transfers for the 2020-2021 fiscal year within the funds and 
functions listed below. 

Bond Fund: 

415-5200  Transfer Out                        $2,588,941 

415-5400  Beginning Fund Balance       ($2,588,941) 

Technology Replacement Fund: 

294-5400  Beginning Fund Balance       $2,455,093 

294-5200  Transfer In                    ($2,455,093) 

Capital Projects Fund: 

401-5400  Beginning Fund Balance          $133,848 

401-5200  Transfer In                 ($133,848) 

Chair Bessett called for a motion to approve the budget appropriations and approve transfers for the 2020-
2021 fiscal year within the funds and functions as presented. 
 
MOTION: Ms. Barrager moved, Mr. Mann seconded the motion to approve the budget appropriations 
and approve transfers for the 2020-2021 fiscal year within the funds and functions as presented. 
 
Chair Bessett called for discussion. 
 
The Board wanted to: 

• Know more about the capital aspect of the breakdown.  
• Make sure the community was updated on what the money would be used for. 

 
Chair Bessett called for a roll call vote.  Chair Bessett asked each board member to indicate if they 
supported the motion to approve the budget appropriations and approve transfers for the 2020-2021 fiscal 
year within the funds and functions as presented: Ms. Raven – aye, Ms. Barrager – aye, Dr. Hernandez – 
aye, Mr. Mann – aye and Mr. Bessett – aye.  
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Motion passed, 5:0. 
 
       D.   Approve 2020-2021 Academic Calendar – Amended, Resolution #20-21.007 
As a result of COVID-19 impact and extremely low air quality due to surrounding wildfires, the amended 
calendar moves the start of school to September 21, 2020 with Kindergarten through 3rd grade in-person 
classes and 4th – 12th remote learning. 
 
Kindergarten through 3rd grade will begin with staggered start dates: 
 
 September 21-25  Kindergarten/1 Hybrid 
 September 28 – October 2 2nd Grade Hybird 
 October 5 & 6    3rd Grade Hybird 
 
David Collins recommended that the Board of Directors approve the amended 2020 - 2021 academic 
calendar as presented. 
 
MOTION: Ms. Barrager moved, Chair Bessett seconded the motion to approve the amended 2020 – 
2021 academic calendar as presented. 
 
Chair Bessett called for discussion. 
 
The Board clarified that if they saw any issue that would affect student safety that they would no longer 
require attendance. They had been contacted by some families in their district about their situations 
surrounding the Holiday Farm Fire. The Board wanted to say that they would do everything they could do 
to help their students and families affected by the fire.  
 
The Board asked: 

• How the Holiday Farm Fire had affected the academic calendar? 
• If they had another back-up plan ready to go if the smoke returned? 

Mr. Collins stated that the calendar had not changed but they were accessing all their schools. Walterville 
Elementary School would not able to open for in-person instruction, so those students would go to online 
learning. Superintendent Hamilton said that they were creating back-up plans. 
 
Chair Bessett called for a roll call vote.  Chair Bessett asked each board member to indicate if they 
supported the motion to approve the amended 2020-2021 academic calendar as presented: Ms. Raven – 
aye, Ms. Barrager – aye, Dr. Hernandez – aye, Mr. Mann – aye and Mr. Bessett – aye.  
 
Motion passed, 5:0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Adopted 2/10/20
AMENDED DRAFT v1.4 9.9

M T W T F Day Month M T W T F
August

1 2 [3] [1]
6 7 8 9 10 8 September 4 5 6 7 8
13 14 15 16 17 7 Labor Day Holiday 11 12 13 14 15
20 21 22 23 24 1-4 & 8-18 Staff Inservice Day 18 19 20 21 22
27 28 29 30 31 21 First Day of School - All students (K-1, Hybrid/2-12 Virtual) 25 26 27 28 29

21-25 Staggered Start (K/1) - Hybrid
3 4 5 6 7 23 & 30 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD 1 2 3 4 5

10 11 12 13 14 28-30 Staggered Start (2nd grade) - Hybrid 8 9 10 11 12
17 18 19 20 21 15 16 17 18 19
24 25 26 27 28 22 October 22 23 24 25 26
31 1 & 2 Staggered Start (2nd grade) - Hybrid

5 & 6 Staggered Start (3rd grade)- Hybrid
1 2 3 4 7,14,21,28 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD 1 2 3 4 5

[7] 8 9 10 11 16 November 8 9 10 11 12
14 15 16 17 18 4,18,25 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD 15 16 17 18 19
21 22 23 24 25 11 No School: Veteran's Day 22 23 24 25 26
28 29 30 19-20 No School: Grading/Conference Day (Sec Only) 29 30 31

26 Thanksgiving Holiday
1 2 27 No School: Thanksgiving Break 1 2

5 6 7 8 9 5 6 7 8 9
12 13 14 15 16 14 December 12 13 14 15 16
19 20 21 22 23 2,9,16 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD 19 20 21 22 23
26 27 28 29 30 9-11 Grading/Conference Day (Elementary Only) 26 27 28 29 30

21-31 No School: Winter Break 
2 3 4 5 6 3 4 5 6 7
9 10 [11] 12 13 10 11 12 13 14

16 17 18 19 20 18 January 17 18 19 20 21
23 24 25 [26] 27 1 No School: New Year's Day Holiday 24 25 26 27 28
30 4 No School: Collaboration Day [31]

6,13,20,27 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD
1 2 3 4 18 No School: Non-contract Holiday - Martin Luther King 1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11 7 8 9 10 11
14 15 16 17 18 14 15 16 17 18
21 22 23 24 [25] 17 February 21 22 23 24 25
28 29 30 31 3,10,17,24 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD 28 29 30

11-12 No School: Grading Day (Sec Only) 
Key: 11 No School: Teacher Prep (Elem Only) 
6 End of Quarter/prep 15 No School: Non-contract Holiday - Presidents Day End 1st Quarter: Nov 19

Non-Contract Holiday 18 March End 1st Semester: Feb 11
First & Last Day of School 3,10,17,31 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD End 3rd Quarter: April 16

[     ] Holidays 19 Grading/Conference Day (Elementary Only) End 2nd Semester:June 17
Grading, Planning Days/ 22-26 No School: Spring Break
   Parent Conference Days Student Contact Days: 167
Inservice Days: 21 April
     Staff Dev, Planning & 7,14,21,28 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD Days Days
         Collaboration 16 No School: Conference/Grading Day (Sec Only) Q1 42 Q3 38
Collaboration Days Q2 44 Q4 43
     (certified & classified
          report) 20 May Hrs/Yr 6-8 905
Independent Learning Day 5,12,19,26 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD Hrs/Yr 9-11 988
   Conference/Staff PD 31 No School: Memorial Day Holiday Hrs/Yr 12th: 988
School Vacation/Breaks PD/PTC: 60

13 June Total Hrs/Yr 6-8 965
2,9 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD Total Hrs/Yr 9-11 1048
17 Last Day of School Total Hrs/Yr 12th 1048
18 Staff Grading Day

State Req 6-8 900
State Req 9-11 990
State Req 12th 966

DECEMBER 2020 JUNE 2021

AUGUST 2020 FEBRUARY 2021

2020-2021 DISTRICT CALENDAR
Staff - Secondary: Semester

IMPORTANT DATES

JULY 2020 JANUARY 2021

SEPTEMBER 2020 MARCH 2021

OCTOBER 2020 APRIL 2021

NOVEMBER 2020 MAY 2021
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M T W T F Day Month M T W T F
August

1 2 [3] [1]
6 7 8 9 10 8 September 4 5 6 7 8
13 14 15 16 17 7 Labor Day Holiday 11 12 13 14 15
20 21 22 23 24 1-4 & 8-18 Staff Inservice Day 18 19 20 21 22
27 28 29 30 31 21 First Day of School - All students (K-1, Hybrid/2-12 Virtual) 25 26 27 28 29

21-25 Staggered Start (K/1) - Hybrid
3 4 5 6 7 23 & 30 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD 1 2 3 4 5

10 11 12 13 14 28-30 Staggered Start (2nd grade) - Hybrid 8 9 10 11 12
17 18 19 20 21 15 16 17 18 19
24 25 26 27 28 22 23 24 25 26
31 22 October

1 & 2 Staggered Start (2nd grade) - Hybrid
1 2 3 4 5 & 6 Staggered Start (3rd grade)- Hybrid 1 2 3 4 5

[7] 8 9 10 11 7,14,21,28 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD 8 9 10 11 12
14 15 16 17 18 18 November 15 16 17 18 19
21 22 23 24 25 4,18,25 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD 22 23 24 25 26
28 29 30 11 No School: Veteran's Day 29 30 31

19-20 No School: Grading/Conference Day (Sec Only) 
1 2 26 Thanksgiving Holiday 1 2

5 6 7 8 9 27 No School: Thanksgiving Break 5 6 7 8 9
12 13 14 15 16 12 13 14 15 16
19 20 21 22 23 11 December 19 20 21 22 23
26 27 28 29 30 2-4 Grading/Conference Day (Elementary) 26 27 28 29 30

9, 16 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD
2 3 4 5 6 21-31 No School: Winter Break 3 4 5 6 7
9 10 [11] 12 13 10 11 12 13 14

16 17 18 19 20 17 18 19 20 21
23 24 25 [26] 27 18 January 24 25 26 27 28
30 1 No School: New Year's Day Holiday [31]

4 No School: Collaboration Day
1 2 3 4 6,13,20,27 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD 1 2 3 4

7 8 9 10 11 18 No School: Non-contract Holiday - Martin Luther King 7 8 9 10 11
14 15 16 17 18 14 15 16 17 18
21 22 23 24 [25] 21 22 23 24 25
28 29 30 31 18 February 28 29 30

3,10,17,24 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD
Key: 11-12 No School: Grading Day (Sec Only) 
6 End of trimester/prep 12 No School: Teacher Prep (Elem Only) End 1st Tri: Dec 2

Non-Contract Holiday 15 No School: Non-contract Holiday - Presidents Day End 1st Tri: March 19
First & Last Day of School 17 March End 1st Tri: June 17

[     ] Holidays 3,10,17,31 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD
Grading, Planning Days/ 19 Grading/Conference Day (Elementary)
   Parent Conference Days 22-26 No School: Spring Break Student Contact Days: 167
Inservice Days:
     Staff Dev, Planning & Days
         Collaboration 22 April Tri 1 49
Collaboration Days 7,14,21,28 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD Tri 2 60
     (certified & classified 16 No School: Conference/Grading Day (Sec Only) Tri 3 58
          report)
Independent Learning Day 20 May Hrs/Yr: 905
   Conference/Staff PD 5,12,19,26 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD PD/PTC: 60
School Vacation/Breaks 31 No School: Memorial Day Holiday Recess: 90

Total Hrs/Yr: 1055

13 June K/5 State Req Hrs: 900
2,9 Student Independent Learning Day, Conference, Staff PD
17 Last Day of School
18 Staff Grading Day

OCTOBER 2020 APRIL 2021

NOVEMBER 2020 MAY 2021

DECEMBER 2020 JUNE 2021

AUGUST 2020 FEBRUARY 2021

SEPTEMBER 2020 MARCH 2021

JULY 2020 JANUARY 2021

2020-2021 DISTRICT CALENDAR
Staff - Elementary: Trimester

IMPORTANT DATES
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5.    DISCUSSION 
       A.  School Board Agencies & Civic Organizations Representation 
Chair Bessett wanted to check in on how everyone felt about their representation with the various civic 
organizations.  Chair Bessett hoped that each board member would consider staying in their current  
positions. 
 
Mr. Mann sat on the Lane Council of Governments. He had enjoyed learning about all the programs in the 
community and hearing ideas concerning COVID-19 and how they related to the school district. He was 
happy to continue serving on the Lane Council of Governments. 
 
Vice Chair Raven was serving on the Wildish Theatre Board. She enjoyed learning about how the theatre 
ran and connecting with arts agencies in the community. She was happy to continue serving on the 
Wildish Theatre Board. 
 
Dr. Hernandez was serving on Lane ESD Board. He enjoyed working with everyone on that Board and 
was happy to continue to serve with them. 
 
Ms. Barrager was serving on the Springfield Education Foundation Board. There had been many changes 
in the Foundation during the last year following the resignation of their director. She had learned a lot 
about raising funds for programs in schools.  She was happy to continue serving on the Springfield 
Education Foundation Board. 
 
      B.  OSBA Training Calendar 
Chair Bessett said that they would have another work session with OSBA on Monday, September 28, 
2020. The time of the meeting depended on how long the training session would be.  Ms. Bowden said 
that she would email the Board when she received that information. 
 
6.    REPORTS 
       A.  Superintendent Communication 
Chair Bessett wanted to thank Superintendent Hamilton and his staff for all the work they had put into 
supporting the community during the Holiday Farm Fire. 
 
Superintendent Hamilton shared that: 

• They wanted to ensure all students and staff were safe from the fires.  
• There would be issues along the way when reopening and they would work to find solutions. 
• If needed, they were ready to shift Kindergarten - Third grades to online learning. 

o They would ramp up communication efforts with community. 
• While they hoped that the smoke would clear in time, the schools would all be prepared with the 

installation of the new filters completed. 
• Staff responded quickly when they received the news of the Holiday Farm Fire. 

o District staff served meals to firefighters and personnel, provided structures and supports 
to the community, worked with the Red Cross to set up an evacuation site at Thurston 
High School, and had staff reach out with spaces available for those who were displaced. 

 
7.   INTRODUCTION OF NEW ADMINISTRATORS 
Mindy LeRoux, Director of High School Education, introduced Chris Reiersgaard. He would be stepping 
in as the Interim Principal at Thurston High School. Mr. Reiersgaard was honored to have this position 
and work at Thurston High School.  
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Ms. LeRoux introduced Kimberlee Pelster. She would be the new Assistant Principal at Thurston High 
School. Ms. Pelster was honored to have the opportunity. 
 
Suzanne Price, Director of Elementary Education, introduced Adrienne Pierce. She would be the new 
Assistant Principal at Guy Lee Elementary. Ms. Pierce was excited to work in a district that was so equity 
focused. She was happy to see staff work so hard to help their community. 
 
8.     NEXT MEETING 
The next Board work session would be held on Monday, September 28, 2020.  The time, location and 
format would be determined at a later time. 
 
9.    ADJOURNMENT 
With no other business, Chair Bessett adjourned the meeting at 8:13 p.m. 
 
(Minutes recorded by Lydia Dysart) 
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