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Liked by you and 689 others

Congratulations to Cadets Zoe M-L and 
Sam A who received the prestigious “Ice 
Axe” for their joint standout contributions 
as The Best Cadets on Easter Camp. 
Great work from all the Cadets.
#CCF #CCFAtEllesmere #Army #ArmyAtEllesmere 
#Leadership #Teamwork #Resilience #SixthForm
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Liked by you and 633 others

Parents and guardians are always in a for a treat 

at the Lower School Tea Time Concert! With 

solo’s and performances from the new Lower 

School Rock Band, it was a fabulous evening! 

#LowerSchoolAtEllesmere#PrepSchool 

#ConcertAtEllesmereCollege
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In the News...
What everyone has been talking about...
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Ellesmere College UK 
@ellesmerecoll

Liked by you and 105 others

Introducing our Head Boy Huw Lloyd and 

Head Girl Tabith Leonard for 2022-2023. 

Let’s wish them and all the other Prefects 

all the best for a successful year! 

#EllesmereCollege #HeadboyHeadgirl 

#Prefects #HeadsofHouses
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8:30

 Liked by you and 421 others

Our curious scientists in Year 6 were getting stuck 
in exploring the key parts of a sheep and cow 
heart in their dissection lesson.
#LifeAtEllesmere #ScienceAtEllesmere #STEM 
#BiologyAtEllesmere #Science #LowerSchool
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Liked by you and 813 others

Our Equestrian Team is celebrating after Imogen 

S-B jumped her way to become Shropshire 

Champion and qualified for the National 

Championships at Hickstead in May. 

#EquestrianTeam #EllesmereEquestrianTeam 

#ShowJumping #ShowjumpingAtEllesmere 

#SportAtEllesmere #ECPS #ModernPentathlon

View All Comments
2 HOUR AGO . SEE TRANSLATION

8:30

Liked by you and 367 others

Many congratulations to Sofie G - Yr 8 - who has played some outstanding tennis this season and made it to the National Finals of the ‘Play your way to Wimbledon’ competition!
#TennisAtEllesmere #RoadToWimbledon #TennisAcademy 

https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/
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Liked by you and 803 others

A wonderful afternoon was had by all at the Lower 

School Christmas Tree Lighting!  Well done to 

Ariella and Hunter in Yr 3 - traditionally the two 

youngest members of the College - who have the 

honour of lighting up the tree!

#LifeAtEllesmere #ChristmasTree #christmaslights 

#LowerSchool #CoEd #LifeReady

View All Comments2 HOUR AGO . SEE TRANSLATION

8:30

 

Liked by you and 626 others
Our boarders from Yr 9 - 13 had a blast on Sunday as they went paintballing at Rednal Combat! Some of them were trying it out for the first time - but teamwork, resilience and some sharp shooting saw them having a great time!  #LifeAtEllesmere #LifeReady #BoardingLife #ILoveBoarding #WeekendFun #boardingschool
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Liked by you and 421 others

Our curious scientists in Year 6 were getting stuck 
in exploring the key parts of a sheep and cow 
heart in their dissection lesson.
#LifeAtEllesmere #ScienceAtEllesmere #STEM 
#BiologyAtEllesmere #Science #LowerSchool

 

3

View All Comments
2 HOUR AGO . SEE TRANSLATION

8:30

Liked by you and 813 others

Our Equestrian Team is celebrating after Imogen 

S-B jumped her way to become Shropshire 

Champion and qualified for the National 

Championships at Hickstead in May. 

#EquestrianTeam #EllesmereEquestrianTeam 

#ShowJumping #ShowjumpingAtEllesmere 

#SportAtEllesmere #ECPS #ModernPentathlon

Liked by you and 367 others

Many congratulations to Sofie G - Yr 8 - who has played some outstanding tennis this season and made it to the National Finals of the ‘Play your way to Wimbledon’ competition!
#TennisAtEllesmere #RoadToWimbledon #TennisAcademy  

View All Comments
2 HOUR AGO . SEE TRANSLATION

8:30

Liked by you and 589 others
We were delighted to hear that HMC Scholar Davit C, Yr 13, was one of only 11 short listed finalists in the prestigious Dukes Education Essay Prize with his essay based on the word ‘Transformational’.

#EllesmereSchool #AcademicExcellence #HMCScholar
View All Comments2 HOUR AGO . SEE TRANSLATION

8:30

Ellesmere College UK @ellesmerecoll

Liked by you and 800 othersSome amazing entries from the students 
in the Year 8 Creative Castle Construction 
Competition - linking historical events to their final masterpieces. #HistoryAtEllesmere #History #BringingHistoryToLife

https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/


Ellesmere College is delighted to welcome it’s new 
Director of Sport, Chris Horrocks, who will oversee all 
aspects of the Sports provision at the school.

Chris brings a long and distinguished career in sport, sport 
management & psychology to the school having played 
basketball all over the world.

Chris joined us most recently from The Bishop of Hereford 
Blue Coat School where he was Curriculum Team Leader 
for PE, prior to this he has taught in Kuwait, Bristol, Cardiff 
and Chester. 

His playing and coaching career is even more distinguished, 
inspired at age 13 to start playing by two teachers - Mr 
Croasdale and Mr Davies – he played at the highest level 
through his career from U15 Welsh team, Tonkawa High 
School (Oklahoma USA), Artland Dragons (German 
Division 1), Akranes (Iceland Division 1), Illiabum (Portugal 
Division 1) and back to the UK. He has played at the highest 
International level, representing Team GB. He has not only 
coached, managed and developed teams through his playing 
career, but also whilst lecturing and undertaking his PhD in 
Sports Psychology at Cardiff University at the same time. 

Whilst at Ellesmere he aims to continue the growth of 
performance sport at the school – including increasing the 
access to expertise and student welfare for performing 
student athletes, academic liaisons and developing 
professional pathways for students to continue their 
sporting journey after Ellesmere. And above all make fitness 
fun, accessible and sustainable for all students!

Standing ovations all round as Ellesmere College 
students take to the stage!

Welcome to Chris Horrocks

4
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Students from Ellesmere College have been soaking up the applause from a 
string of show-stopping theatre performances.

Noah Fisher, Imogen Edwards and Isobel Philbin are also members of 
Shropshire Musical Theatre Group ‘Get Your Wigle On’ and have featured in a 
number of productions at Theatre Severn and the Barnes Theatre - the latest 
success being Frozen, with Noah appearing as Hans, Imogen as young Elsa and 
Isobel involved too.

All three students have dreams of working in the entertainment industry 
with Noah, Year 11, wanting to write and perform his own songs, Imogen, Year 
8, having designs on becoming an actress and Isobel, Year 8, wanting to be a 
movie director.

Noah has already been cast in The Secret Diary of Adrian Mole; as Caractacus 
Potts in Chitty Chitty Bang Bang; Nativity the Musical; one of the brothers in 
Joseph; Chicago; and as the donkey in the forthcoming production of Shrek.

https://www.ellesmere.com/news/standing-ovations-all-round-as-ellesmere-college-students-take-to-the-stage/


Sixth Form Ball 2022
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Our Prefects were in fine festive voice 
and fancy dress as they sang carols for 
students during break in Big School and 
Lower School!

Everything from penguins to Mr & Mrs 
Claus... well done everyone!

Prefects Carols

https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/


Jebb Scholarship Recipient 2022/23: Abi-Lou Foster

Sixth Form Careers Conference

Academic 
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Ellesmere College has unveiled the latest recipient of their 
scholarship to honour Ellesmere born founder of the Save 
the Children charity, Eglantyne Jebb.

Abi-Lou Foster, from Market Drayton, has been awarded 
the Jebb Scholarship by Ellesmere College, in honour of the 
founder of the Save the Children charity, Eglantyne Jebb. 
Abi-Lou won the scholarship for her community service 
through volunteering and fundraising activities, including 
volunteering at Project Farm, a farm that supports young 
adults with learning disabilities, volunteering at a project for 
patients with dementia and their carers, and volunteering 
at a Dogs Trust rescue kennel. She has also raised funds 
for various organizations, including the Alzheimer’s Society, 
NSPCC, The Little Princess Trust, the National Autistic 
Society, and Save the Children. Abi-Lou was selected for the 
scholarship based on her impressive list of charitable work 
and her commitment to helping others. The scholarship will 
support her through her two years of A Levels at Ellesmere 
College.
Abi-Lou expressed her gratitude for the scholarship and 
stated that being kind, caring, and helpful are values that 
have always been important to her. She has also planned 
future charitable ventures, such as undertaking a lifeguarding 
course and performing a sponsored skydive.
Richard Jebb, Eglantyne’s great, great nephew, congratulated 
Abi-Lou on her scholarship and emphasized that her 

ongoing selfless support to the community reflects the 
principles on which the Save the Children charity was 
built. The scholarship is in honour of Eglantyne Jebb, who 
founded Save the Children with her sister, Dorothy Buxton, 
after World War I. Today, the charity supports children 
in more than 100 countries. Josh Millington was the first 
recipient of the Jebb Scholarship in 2020 and has since 
completed his A Levels and moved on to university.

Our annual Careers Conference for Senior School students 
was once again packed with over 50 interesting and 
engaging businesses - many Old Ellesmerians themselves! - 
to help support and guide our Senior School students on 
the next phase of their academic and personal journeys 
once they leave Ellesmere College after their A Levels, 
International Baccalaureate or BTEC courses. 

Thank you to all those who attended from universities, 
businesses, further education colleges and intern 
opportunities - it was great to see you all and our students 
thoroughly enjoyed finding out more about their next steps!

https://www.ellesmere.com/news/jebb-scholarship-recipient-202223-abi-lou-foster/
https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/


Students Dig for Time Team
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Students Davit C, Iris G, Naomi M and Carmen K along with staff members took part in the Whittington Castle Time 
Team dig searching for the 'Knights Hospitaller' episodes!

What an incredible experience! Thank you to all the Time Team members who made the dig possible and such an incredible 
experience for the students!

Lower School Photograph Competition

Our Academic Enrichment programme encourages students from all Year groups from 3-13 to stretch and challenge 
themselves both in the academic as well as the creative arenas and often combining both – the annual Photography 
Competition is one of those challenges! 
The academic brief for the Lower School students was to interpret the word ‘Vibrant’ through photography and the results 
are wonderfully colourful!
1st place – Kiri K - Yr 8 - ‘Parrot’

2nd place - Florence H - Yr 6 - ‘Mushroom’

3rd Place – Charlie L - Yr 6 - ‘Frosted Berries’

Well done to everyone who took part!

https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/
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Leadership
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MHESS - ‘Mellow Yellow’ Day

It's a Knock Out 2022

In the Michaelmas term, students and staff at 
Ellesmere College focused on mental health 
- and in particular Youth Mental Health - 
with a ‘Mellow Yellow’ non-uniform day to 
support two fantastic causes – Young Minds 
and the College’s own MHESS programme. 

MHESS was started by one of our Old 
Ellesmerian Elin Jones, whose legacy at the 
school continues with events such as this, the 
completion of the new Wellness Room, and 
student & staff training to support mental 
health amongst the students. 

So far we have raised over £500, with the 
final total yet to be announced! 

Thank you to everyone who donated and 
supported ‘Mellow Yellow’ day at the College!

The first day of term got off to a flying start with 
the annual Sixth Form ‘It’s a Knock-Out’ House 
Competition - a hotly contested afternoon of fun, 
giant football and fast paced action! 

Every year this offers all Sixth Form students - 
current and new - a wonderful opportunity to 
mix, develop team work skills, have fun and build 
friendships for the rest of their time here!

Students took part in three-legged giant football, 
tug-of-war and a quiz that had the answers 
spelled out by students on Terraces!! 

https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/


Academic Enrichment: Lower School Welcomes 
back House Debating

Ellesmere College Newsletter Michaelmas2022
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MHESS - ‘Mellow Yellow’ Day

It's a Knock Out 2022

Sixth Form Team Building at St Davids

This first debating competition since 
Covid began was welcomed by a 
packed theatre of Lower School 
students and staff with 6 debaters 
(plus 2 understudies) from each 
House in Years 7 and 8.

Topics covered were chosen to be in 
line with the John Muir Award work 
pertinent to the environmental and 
conservation based activities: 

'Everyone should grow their own food', 'Science and technology have been bad for the environment', and 'Physical 
tourism is bad for the environment and should be stopped.'

All the students on the debating teams performed exceptionally well - confidently, eloquently and with very well 
researched topics.

Congratulations to Phillips House who were the overall winners and a huge thank you to the Chairperson – Mr. Crawford 
for ajudicating!

On Thursday 1st September 2022, our Sixth Form pupils 
headed to the beautiful Pembrokeshire coastline for an 
expedition to forge new friendships before the start of the new 
school year.  It provided an immersive insight into the global 
issues being tackled by conservation and sustainability projects 
in Wales through activities such as coastal walks, coast craft, a 
boat safari, a visit to a bug farm and coasteering. It was a great 
opportunity throughout to look ahead to what is in store for 
you at Ellesmere over the next two years. This trip is run for 
us by Flooglebinder, the UK’s first travel company to become a 
Certified B Corporation®.   

In a first for a number of years - the Lower School House Debating Competition returned to the Arts Centre as part of 
the Academic Enrichment programme for the students. 

https://www.ellesmere.com/news/academic-enrichment-lower-school-welcomes-back-house-debating/


Lower School Nativity Play
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The Arts
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Candlelit Choir Service

The Lower School held 
a heartwarming Nativity 
play, featuring the talents of 
our young students. With 
colourful costumes and 
enthusiastic performances, 
the play brought the story 
of the birth of Jesus to life. It 
was a delightful way for our 
school community to come 
together and celebrate the 
spirit of the holiday season.

Our wonderful Ellesmere 
College Choirs outdid 
themselves once again 
as we opened the doors 
to our Community 
Candlelit Carol Service 
and welcomed guests back 
to the service after two 
years!

Softly lit by candle light with 
traditional and new hymns 
and carols, the choirs sang 
beautifully in the enchanting 
surroundings of the Chapel 
of St. Oswald accompanied 
by piano, organ and the 
Senior School band.

Thank you to everyone 
who came and enjoyed 
the evening and to all 
those who performed and 
supported the service. 

https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/


Ellesmere College Newsletter Michaelmas2022

11

The Senior School House Plays are one of the most hotly contested House Competitions in the Ellesmere College calendar 
- written, directed, managed and starring Senior School Students ... what could possibly go wrong when your inspiration is the 
‘World’s Worst Teacher’...

Senior School House Plays

Wakeman-Lambart

Woodard Meynell

Talbot

https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/


Golf Academy Success

Francine on target for international shooting success
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Sport
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Many congratulations to Ellesmere College Golf Academy Player Marcus Wildblood on 
his trophy win at Shrewsbury Golf Club - picking up both the “Schweppes Shield“ with 
a gross of 74 and the “ADA Trophy” with a gross of 75. 

He was also awarded the “Donald Watson Cup” by his home club Belton Park Golf Club 
Lincolnshire which is a long standing trophy given to the player with the most dramatic 
improvement during the year, and voted for by the Captain and Match Committee!
Well done Marcus - fantastic achievement!

Francine Gilmore is on target for success after achieving 
medal after medal on the international stage with four 
gold medals at InterShoot, an annual air gun competition 
in Holland, last week.

It follows her first individual international medal in the 10 
metre air pistol competition in Luxembourg in December 
and a gold in the British Pistol Club Open Championships 
last month. In the most recent competition the 16-year-
old from Cressage travelled to the town of Ockenburgh, 
near the Hague. In three individual junior competitions she 
qualified in first place then went on to take the gold medal 
in the finals - as well as getting a gold in a team competition. 
In December at the Federation Luxembourgeoise De Tir 
Aux Armes Sportives annual air gun competition, Francine 
came away with both a gold - after a 17 to 15 win over 
a Swedish competitor - and a bronze medal. In January 
she won bronze in the mixed pairs and gold in individual 
competition at the British event.
Her dad Lance Gilmore said: “I am very proud of her. 
She works very hard and is doing very well in all the 
competitions she enters. She would love to represent team 
GB again and is working hard to be picked.”
Francine is hoping to be picked for team GB to take part 
in the Junior World Cup in May, as she did last year, is aiming 
to be picked for the Commonwealth Games in Australia in 
2026, and would love to represent GB in the Olympics 
one day.
The Year 12 student is a member of the Shooting Academy 
and boards at Ellesmere College during weekdays in order 
to fit in her training schedule of two to three days a week in 
the Academy facilities. Academy Coach Tom Rylands is not 
surprised at Francine’s success:
“What an exceptional talent! Francine richly deserves her 
success – her work ethic is incredible both academically and 
in her sport – she is ranked among the top GB Senior Pistol 
shooters, let alone Juniors and leads by example – after 
returning from Holland, a day later she was on the College 
team leading them to victory in the National Schools 
Championships run by British Shooting. And to cap it all she 
went on to win the individual final for her 6th Gold medal 
in a week!”

Francine is coached by Margaret Thomas, one of the few 
women to compete at the Olympics, and competes every 
three weekends out of four. She also shoots rifle for the 
school team and Lance added: “She’s very committed to her 
training, whether it is at school, travelling to Aldersley near 
Wolverhampton or online too, she works very hard.
“Of course, her school work is equally as important and she 
has got a lot of work to do, the school are very good about 
it and understand her schedule, they do everything they can 
to accommodate. Her tutors supply her with all the work 
she misses and as long as it gets done they are happy.”

https://www.ellesmere.com/news/national-success-for-ellesmere-college-golf-academy/
https://www.ellesmere.com/news/francine-on-target-for-international-shooting-success/


Hockey U18 Champions!

WT100 Tennis at The Shrewsbury Club
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Well done to the Ellesmere College 
Girls Hockey Team who are now the 
U18 County Champions! 

After a long day where our girls 
demonstrated true grit and 
determination having drawn 2 games 
and won 4 - they celebrated by being 
crowned the U18 County Champions!

Well done girls - what a fabulous day 
and to all the teams who took part! 
A big thank you Shrewsbury School 
for hosting. 

Everyone from budding young tennis stars through to youngsters 
who had never held a racket had the chance to meet players and 
learn new skills as part of the ITF World Tennis Tour on the Family 
Fanzone Day at The Shrewsbury Club on Saturday, November 5.

The tournament, which saw leading British and international stars 
compete, took place at The Shrewsbury Club in November. However, 
on Saturday, November 5, it was the turn of local youngsters as 
Ellesmere College and Opus-4 hosted a Family Fanzone Day.

The ultimate family tennis experience, visitors were able to have a 
go at games such as pickleball as well as a wealth of other games 
including a competition to see who had the fastest serve, beat the 
coach, and had a go on the interactive multiwall with the winner 
taking home some holiday vouchers. Students and staff from the 
College helped youngsters get involved in lots of fun activities from 
mini-plays and media skills to maths puzzles, creative fun and fitness 
testing!

The Shrewsbury Club's managing director, Dave Courteen, said he 
was excited to offer guests something different and interactive to do 
in between matches. "The Family Fanzone Day was one of the most 
highly anticipated events of the whole week," he said. "Not only was 
it on semi-finals day, but it gave tennis fans of all ages a chance to 
test their skills and get involved. We hoped these activities would give 
aspiring younger players a chance to showcase their skills and meet 
some stars ranked in the top 100 in the world, all while having fun 
with their family and friends!"

The day offered families the chance to watch world-class tennis and 
join in all the off-court activities. Stephen Welti, Director of Tennis at 
Ellesmere College, said: "We were delighted to co-sponsor the Family 
Fanzone Day with Opus4. There were a lot of fun activities with staff 
and students from the College, and we really enjoyed taking part in 
what was a wonderful week's tennis."

As part of the Family Fanzone Day, families were able to sample some 
local street food fish and chips from local gourmet specialists, 
Fish Heads.

https://www.ellesmere.com/news/ellesmere-college-sponsors-family-fanzone-day-at-itf-world-tennis-tour/
https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/


Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival
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The Chinese Moon 
Festival celebrates the 
full moon, and families 
gather together and 
share the specially 
made Moon Cakes - 
with different fillings 
to represent harvest, 
family and health - 
and are believed to 
bring families good 
luck and happiness!

Wishing everyone a 
very happy Zhōng Qiū 
Jié Kuài Lè!
祝大家中秋节快乐

Senior School UKMT Maths Challenge

Senior School mathematicians at Ellesmere College have once again been celebrating a fabulous set of results with one 
of the highest scores ever recorded in the UKMT Senior Maths Challenge - held on Tuesday 4th October.

The results this year once again demonstrated the level of commitment and excellence in maths at the school with the 
most outstanding achievement by Year 10 student Natt Kritchanarat who scored 99 and won not only a Gold, but Best In 
School!
Well done everyone for taking part and  below is the complete list of Awards. Ellesmere is always a keen participant in the 
country-wide challenges along with the Maths Kangaroo and Olympiad Challenges too.

GOLD – Best In School 
99 Natt Kritchanarat Yr 10 
88 Lukasz Bacewicz Yr 12

SILVER
75 Andrii Melnyk Yr 13 
64 Ewan Tulloch Yr 12

63 Bennet Schumann Yr 12 
62 Oscar Dodds Yr 12

BRONZE
61 Sofiia Avramidi Yr 12 
61 Bryony Lowe Yr 13 
60 Teddy Sun Yr 12 
58 Lukasz Galazka Yr 12

56 Zuhan Li Yr 12

51 Tom Schneider Yr 12 
49 Viola Oneglia Yr 12

Participation Awards

Edward Astbury, Nikola Polakova, Oskar Oliver Sevcik, 
Neli Pashova, Thomas Smith, Millie Harrower, Arthur Wong, 
Ben Wright, Abi-Lou Foster, Oliver Covill, Mohammad 
Eskandari, Ben Scarlat, Julius Hermens, Marie Laccours, 
Michael Mwaura

(Boundaries: 76 Gold – 62 Silver – 48 Bronze)

https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/
https://www.ellesmere.com/news/going-for-gold-senior-maths-challenge-success/


‘The Lightless Sky’ - My Journey as a Refugee - 
Gulwali Passarlay
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Ellesmere College once again 
welcomed Gulwali Passarlay, the 
internationally renowned author 
and refugee, to talk to the Year 
8 Geography students as part of 
their Geography project - ‘Refugees 
and Migration’ - to deepen their 
understanding of the plight and 
resilience of young refugees.

Gulwali, an Afghan political refugee, 
came to the UK in 2007 after 
undertaking an incredible journey 
where he travelled a total of 7,150 
miles through 10 different countries 
in order to reach safety and escape a 
war-torn Afghanistan.
Through telling his story to schools 
and through his book - ‘The Lightless 
Sky’ - Gulwali hopes his experiences 
will explain why refugees choose 
to leave their countries and families 
behind, battle feelings of loneliness, fear 
and guilt, and will allow people to see 
them not only as asylum seekers, but 
individual human beings with incredible 
stories.
Gulwali’s Journey

Gulwali’s journey began in 2007, 
following the death of many members 
of his family in the Afghan war and 
his parents feared for his safety. They 
hired an agent to make arrangements for Gulwali to travel to Iran via aeroplane and coach, and from there he caught a 
lorry and travelled by horseback into Bulgaria, where he was discovered by immigration officials and sent to Turkey. He 
then embarked on the most harrowing and dangerous part of his journey where he was crammed into an immensely 
overcrowded boat - only designed to hold 20 people - with no food or water for over 2 days.
After surviving the boat journey and arriving in Greece, Gulwali managed to stow away in the engine compartment of a 
lorry which took him to Italy, where he was arrested and taken to a children’s home. His determination to make it to the 
UK pushed him to escape once again by jumping out of a window, travelling through Germany and Belgium, before walking 
all the way to France - a 25-hour trek!
Gulwali finally arrived in the French city of Calais and stayed at a United Nations Camp for three months before travelling 
over to the UK. Gulwali’s journey concluded as he landed in Dover in November 2007, where he was able to file an asylum 
claim. Sometime later, he was reunited with his brother Hazrat, who had fled Afghanistan before Gulwali, and the two lived 
together briefly before Hazran returned to Afghanistan in order to help the family.
Gulwali settled in Bolton but still faced much hardship including racism, rejection and his own feelings of loneliness and guilt, 
but, he emphasised that the people who showed him kindness had a much more powerful impact.
He has contributed an enormous amount toward his local community in Bolton and was proud to be one of 8,000 torch-
bearers (and arguably, the first Afghan) to carry the Olympic Torch in 2012.
The talk was truly eye-opening for students, and some fantastic questions were asked by the students. He concluded his 
talk by explaining how he hopes to end the negative stigma associated with refugees and asylum seekers, and hopes to use 
his passion towards social change in order to inspire young people into having a more engaged participation in politics and 
policy-making. He also encouraged students to be kind and never to pass judgement as ultimately, you never know what 
somebody has been through.

https://www.ellesmere.com/news/the-lightless-sky-my-journey-as-a-refugee-gulwali-passarlay/


OE Vs Sixth Form 1st Hockey Team
On Saturday, 10th September, an exciting girl’s hockey game took place between the College 1st Hockey Team and the 
OE Hockey Team. It is with great pleasure that we report that the OE Hockey Team emerged victorious in a well-fought 
match, with a final score of 2-0.

We extend our sincerest congratulations to the OE Hockey Team on their impressive performance and hard-earned win. Both 
teams exhibited exceptional sportsmanship, skill, and determination, making for an entertaining and thrilling match.
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https://www.ellesmere.com/the-schools/all/clubs-and-societies/sport/hockey-girls/


Elin Jones Awarded Rising Star 2022
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A former Ellesmere College student has won national 
recognition for the provision of mental health for her 
peers.

Elin Jones, 19, who attended Ellesmere College has been 
named Rising Star in the Independent Schools of the Year 
Awards 2022, which recognise and celebrate inspiring work.

Elin, from Wrexham, was given the award after her 
dedication, tireless campaigning and legacy for the ongoing 
mental health awareness and support programme she set up 
at Ellesmere College.

She has arranged funding for more than 35 staff and students 
to receive Mental Health Awareness training, set up a 
Wellness Suite at the school - a haven for children to have 
quiet time, reflection and support - and organised various 
charity days in aid of Young Minds and International Mental 
Health Day.

Another legacy of Elin’s is an integrated and ongoing school wide programme - MHESS – Mental Health at Ellesmere Support 
System, which she developed and grew not long after joining Ellesmere College in the Sixth Form.

Headmaster Brendan Wignall said: “We are immensely proud of Elin, who thoroughly deserves this award.

“Using her own personal experience of severe depression through her teenage years, she has made a huge impact on life 
here at Ellesmere. Her work ensuring a whole school approach to supporting and helping students of all ages with mental 
health issues of any size of severity was made all the more important during the Covid years where mental health issues 
amongst students and young people saw an exponential rise.”

Elin’s work is implemented with the assistance of the Nursing Staff, Pastoral Heads and Director of Rugby Alex Murphy, a 
trained counsellor who understand the impact of mental health after his professional playing career ended following an injury.

MHESS monitors, helps and advises students with issues such as academic and exam stress as well as other issues and is 
designed to safeguard all aspects of the mental health of any young adult and act as a safety net to avoid situations from 
potentially worsening.

In addition, Time to talk (TTT) sessions were initiated with school nurses and Lower School developed a kindness tree and a 
problem box to help the younger pupils share positive caring acts and also their worries.

Elin’s legacy sees the school continue to train new sixth formers and staff who to maintain that commitment to the emotional 
wellbeing of the pupils.

Mr Wignall added: “This award is for students who overcome adversity or materially exceed normal expectations and Elin is 
the epitome of that.

“As a top priority already within our Pastoral Care System through Housemasters, Housemothers and Tutors, nurturing the 
mental health of our students took another step forward with the implementation of MHESS. Elin’s incredible interpersonal 
skills has enabled everyone at Ellesmere to embrace open conversations, information sharing and provide appropriate help 
and support.”

The awards, run by Independent School Parent magazine, were held at the Royal Thames Yacht Club in London on 
October 11.

The school was one of five finalists in the category and David Moncrieff, Chair of the Editorial Advisory Board at Independent 
School Parent, said: “The last two years have been one of the most challenging periods in education, but as we move forward 
into 2023 our independent schools are regrouping and refocusing with their accustomed energy and commitment.

“Whatever the challenges they have faced, the independent school sector has continued to deliver an unrivalled education to 
its students, delivering the best possible student experience. Delivering and supporting student excellence lies at the heart of 
each award.”

https://www.ellesmere.com/news/rising-star-award-presented-to-oe-elin-jones-isoty-2022/
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In Honour of Her Majesty The Queen

It is with great sorrow that the College learned of the 
death of Her Majesty the Queen. The former Prime 
Minister’s description of her as ‘Elizabeth the Great’ does 
not seem inappropriate.

A life admirably devoted to her duty and to service to others 
has come to an end, and as well as mourning her loss we 
should be grateful for a life that had such a positive influence 
in the world: as a comfort in times of trouble – particularly 
recently in the dark days of Covid – and as a symbol of 
stability, continuity and security.

The country has lost a Sovereign whose sense of duty was 
immense.

Our thoughts and prayers are with her family at this sad time.

https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/
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Remembrance Day
On this solemn occasion of Remembrance Sunday, we paid tribute to the brave souls who made the ultimate sacrifice for 
their countries and the safeguarding of our freedom.

In remembrance of this event, on the 11th of November, the entire school solemnly observed a two-minute period of silence 
on Terraces.

Following this observance, a remembrance service was conducted at the Chapel on the 13th of November to pay our utmost 
respects to those who have departed.

https://www.facebook.com/EllesmereColl/


https://www.ellesmere.com/the-schools/all/admissions/open-days-and-events/open-day/

