The Scarlet Letter annotation assignment.

As you read The Scarlet Letter, you will be required to “actively” interact with the text. The best way to do this is to
annotate your text. Follow the guidelines below as you are reading to best guide yourself through a complex text. Early
in the school year, your copies of the book will be collected and your annotations will be graded. Developing this skill
will allow you to better read challenging texts we will encounter throughout the school year and serve as a study skill
in all forums of academia.

KAMI Google Chrome Extension

Please go to https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/kami-for-google-chrome/ecnphlgnajanjnkcmbpancdjoidceilk
and add KAMI extension to your google chrome browser. This will allow you to annotate PDF files.

The Scarlet Letter Text

HOW TO ANNOTATE A TEXT (other suggestions):

1. At the top of the page (on a post-it or in your notes), mark the important plot events. Every page will not
necessarily be marked.

2. Be sure to figure out any unfamiliar words through context or by using a dictionary. You can write the
definitions right in the text for yourself (create a list of two per chapter with definitions).

3. Highlight and mark for yourself any conflicts that occur with the main character (protagonist). Note your ideas
about these conflicts in the text (who / what is involved, attempts to resolve conflicts, etc).

4. Highlight and mark for yourself words and phrases that help describe the personality of characters. Note your
ideas about the characters right in the text (personality, motivation, fears / dreams, etc).
Mark those supporting passages in your text clearly so that they are easy to find for in class writing/discussion.

5. Highlight and mark for yourself any symbolism and note your ideas in the text as to what abstract ideas or
concepts these tangible objects may represent. Mark those supporting passages in your text so that they are
easy to find for in class writing/discussion.

Once you are completely finished the book and annotating, pick the at least three theme stems from the following list
that your book addresses. Write those themes on an inside cover or any blank pages of your book AND find supporting
evidence from the text to support your ideas. Mark those supporting passages in your text clearly so that they are easy
to find for in class writing/discussion.

Vengeance

Guilt

Women vs. Men
Identity
Individual/Society

Annotation is a key component of close reading. Effective annotating is both economical and consistent. The
techniques are almost limitless. Use any combination of the following:

e Make brief comments in the margins. Use any white space available — inside cover, random blank pages, etc.
e Make brief comments between or within lines of the text. Do not be afraid to mark within the test itself.


https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/kami-for-google-chrome/ecnphlgnajanjnkcmbpancdjoidceilk
https://www.globalgreyebooks.com/ebooks/nathaniel-hawthorne_scarlet-letter.pdf

e Circle or put boxes, triangles, or clouds around words or phrases.
e Use abbreviations or symbols — brackets, stars, exclamation points, question marks, numbers, etc.
e Connect words, phrases, ideas, circles, boxes, etc. with lines or arrows.

e Underline — CAUTION : Use this method sparingly. Underline only a few words. Always combine with another
method such as comment. Never underline an entire passage. Doing so takes too much time and loses effectiveness. If
you wish to mark an entire paragraph or passage, draw a line down the margin or use brackets.

e Highlight — use CAUTION — don’t highlight everything!
e Create your own code.

If you have any questions regarding the assignment, please feel free to email me at: mrfulton3399@gmail.com
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Annotation Rubric: Active Reading to Build Comprehension and Support Analysis

Key Ideas and Details—Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. (CCSS #1)

Requirements

3

2

1

0

Process
Organization and
Demonstration of
Active Reading

Notes demonstrate
exemplary active reading
notes for the text

Within Text:

Meaningful highlighting,
underlining, and /or circling,
margins heavily used for
explanations

Independent from Text:
Paraphrasing, direct quotes
and clearly evident
identifications of
purpose/meaning—clear
organization that supports
referring back to the
text—successful/significant
effort to address each chapter
of novel

Notes demonstrate
satisfactory active reading
notes for the text

Within Text:
Highlighting, underlining,
and or circling, margins
used for explanations

Independent from Text:
Paraphrasing, direct quotes,
with identifications of
purpose/meaning—attempt
at organization that
supports referring back to
the text—some effort to
address each chapter of the
novel

Notes demonstrate attempt
at active reading notes for
the text

No notes present

FOCUS Elements
Characterization
Symbol

Theme

All elements are identified
throughout the majority of the
text

Some of the elements are
identified

Only one element is
identified

It is unclear which elements
are present and where

None of the three
elements are
identified

End Product

Quantity/
Quality

The quality and quantity of
notes is consistent throughout
the book

The quality and quantity of
notes is of good quality for
most of the book—some
chapters may be missing or
annotations lacking

The quality and quantity of
notes is of good quality for
less than % the book.

Less than 1/3

Or no attempt
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THE SCARLET LETTER
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_Thc Prison-Door : r
SENNS (o

A THRONG of bearded men, in sad-colored garments and gray, st
crowned hats, intermiNpd with women, some wearing hoods, snd
barehesded, was assembled in front of a wgoden edifice, the d.
which was heavily timbered with oak, and studded with §on agl

The foundersof a q€w coloiy, whatever Utopia of human virhy
" happiness they might originally project, Rave invariamy recogn

among their cacliest -pracnc-a neces.smes toallot a portion of the

of Boston had built the ﬁral prlson house, snmewhm in the vicit
Cornhill, almost as seasonubly as they marked out the first
ground, on Isaac Johason's lot, and round about his grave,

subsequently became the nucleus of all the congregated sepulch
the old church-yard of King's Chapel. Certain it is, that, some fift
twenty years ifter the settlement of the town, the wooden ja
almafj y marked with weather-stains and other indications of age,

gavea yat darker aspect 1o its béetle-browed and gloomy front. Th
on the pouderous iron-work of its oaken door looked more antigu
any thing else in the new world. Like all that pertains 1o cri
seemed never to have known a youthful era, Befare this ugly e
and between 1t and The wheel-Track of the street, was a grass-plot,

overgrown with burdock, pig-wheel, apple-peru, and such uns
vegetation, which evidently found something congenial in the so
had go early borne the black flower of civilized society, a prison. B
one side of the portal, and rooted almost at the threshold, was .
rose-bush, covered, in this¢ oy, with its delicate gems, 1
might be imagined 1o offer theirffragrance and fragile beauty 1
prisoner us he went in, and to the tondemned criminal as he came
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had none of the heartleasness of another social state, which wou
only & theme for jestin 2r exhibition like the present. Even hac
been a disposition to tura the matter into ridicule, it must hav.
repressed and overpowered by the svlemn presence of men r
dignified than the Governor, and seversl of his counselors, a ju
general, and the ministers of the town; all of whom sut or stoc
balcony of the mesti ng-houan@if_m{ﬁ#fw
such personages could constifute a parl of the speciacle, w

risking the majusty or reverence of rank and office, it was safel
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inferred that the infliction of a legal sentence would have an carnest - §
and effectual meaning. Accordingly, the erowd was sombre and grave, 4§

The unbappy culprst sustained herself s best a woman might, under
i\l‘;glhe heavy weight of ¢ thousand unre

i_t_:rilﬁxj__y__jeen_,&li fastened upon her,
b and concentred gt hier bosom. 1Was almost intolerabie to be borne, OF ;

n impulsive and passicnate naiure, she had
éncounler the stings nnd venomous g U
ing itsell in every variety of insult;'Bal
more terrible in the solemn mood of the popular mind, that she longed

rtified herself to
rontumely, wresk-

merriment, and herself the object. Had a roar of laughter burst from the
multitude,~—each 1an, each woman, each litille shrill-voiced child,
contributing their individual parts.—Hester Prynne might have repaid

ion which it wgs her doom 16 endure, she felt. at moments, as if she
&nnat needs shriek out with the full power of her lungs, and cast herself
{rom the scatfold dewn upon the ground, or else go mad at once.

Yet there were intervals when the whole scene, in which she was the
gal conspicunus objecr sseemed 16 vanish from ber eyes, or, at least,
ghimmeredindistinctly before them, like & mass of imperfactly shaped
and spectral images. Her mind, and especially her memery, was
preternaturally active. and kept bringing up other scenes than this
roughly hewn street of a little town, on the edge of the Western
wilderness; other faces than were lowering upon her {rom beneath the
brims of those steeple-crowned hats. Reminiscences, the most trifliag
" and immaterial, passages of infancy and school-days, sparte, childish
guarrels, and the little domestic traits of her maiden years, came
~swarming back upon her, intermingled with recollections of whatever
. was gravest in her subsequent life; one picture precisely as vivid as
. another; asif all were of similar importance, or all alike a play. ihly
it was ap instinctive device of heg spirit, to relieve itself, by the
gxhibition of these phantasmagorie forms, from the cruel Weign! and
hardness of THe Teanty. —
thata T, the scatfold of the pillory was o point of view that
revealed to Hester Prynne the entire truck along which she had been
treading, since her happy infancy. Standing on that miserable emi-
ngnce, she saw again her native village, in Old England, and hee
paternal home: a decayed house of Tray Slone) with 3 poverty-stricken
aspect, but retaining 8 hall-obliterated sniefd of arms over the portal, In
token of antique gentility. She saw her father’s face, with its bald brow,
und reverend white beard, that flowed aver the old-fashioned Eliza-
\be_thm ruff; her mother’s, too, with the look of heedful and anxious

D ——

Charack. of Hesteg E;.c‘#?muncl —Life.

ere was a quality s much i

rather to behold all thase rigid countenances contorted with seornful

_ them all with a bitter and disdainful smile, But, under theleaden inflic-
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’ ich, even since q
which it always wore in her remt':mbrance. andiwhmh‘; :mmw ¥ ;
ar. h, had so often laid the impediment of a gentie remot: A
o htes oﬁthway. She saw her own face, glowing with Ew s
by i illu}:ninatihg all the interior of the dusky mirror mﬁanw o
b;aﬂti ;::enlvmnt to gaze: al it. There she beheld another counle ﬁ{ﬁ o
e : : -
:I a man well stricken in years, 2
dim and Hlearsd DY the amp-1ig

carag-optics had 2§ -

] 11w s t}'ie T O P P{] 1 tor
Tin 1 wileM s 41T Pl 1-| eﬂj}
LG TR 4 Iil}wer' Whﬁn ] it ]

L
, was slightly deformed, )\! _

<

=z

narrow thorough-

THe WG i
' - e cathedrals, and the public edifices,
g whanr e l::lﬁi:aj:ure, of & Continental city: where

santi nd guaint in ar et . isshuperds®
agnmantl;&&égia:gwd her, still in connechion with the mlse :Pu ‘{:‘r,

new " o itseli On BIme-Wa TATATIaNs, TKE 8 (ULt @iy

on LUne-Warn o -

stholar; 8 new li[c, but Tesdingitse u of these shifting % t

f E W l I,lastl 10 lit y §
\

scagen, o - & asuernvied anw:v Tng their stern rag;kf 5

3 - :
ﬁ‘:f;:lléﬁ;;z:ﬁie: st herself,—who stood on th:i ﬂfﬁiﬂcany ,é&
pillory, an infant on her arm, and ths AN D gcariet,

b : her Gosom!
mbeaidsred wils sg{i:iﬁii;?:ﬁi ci::il so fiercely to her breast, that ?"‘

sefwomanly fancy ; 8 B
zrif:i:he 51t shoulder a tritle Mg er than the rigl Next ro
her, in me%ury ;s pzcmre-gg;er)*.

i s e e e

:::ﬁ :;:I: ce¢ WEre hfr realitie:’;.——all else }1‘%
vanished!- g\'j < m&g-\
: ' pits (4
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3 . vere and

e i et S o b e bt oL

universal observation, the wearer ‘I}:i' ihe ?i;:ee:mwd  lhith
: . rts of the o TR

relieved by disceraing, ‘c_:n the outs s lndianm——-, in his nalv et
irresistibl din ¢ there; but the red men Were aot so infrequen

e ihe would have
E?.;it::rsa::f the English settlemments, that.one of them w

time; much less
attracted any notice from Hester Prynne, at such 3 3
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