
The Scarlet Letter annotation assignment.  

As you read The Scarlet Letter, you will be required to “actively” interact with the text. The best way to do this is to 

annotate your text. Follow the guidelines below as you are reading to best guide yourself through a complex text. Early 

in the school year, your copies of the book will be collected and your annotations will be graded. Developing this skill 

will allow you to better read challenging texts we will encounter throughout the school year and  serve as a study skill 

in all forums of academia. 

 

KAMI Google Chrome Extension 

Please go to https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/kami-for-google-chrome/ecnphlgnajanjnkcmbpancdjoidceilk 

and add KAMI extension to your google chrome browser. This will allow you to annotate PDF files.  

 

The Scarlet Letter Text  

 

HOW TO ANNOTATE A TEXT (other suggestions): 

1. At the top of the page (on a post-it or in your notes), mark the important plot events. Every page will not 

necessarily be marked. 
 

2. Be sure to figure out any unfamiliar words through context or by using a dictionary. You can write the 

definitions right in the text for yourself (create a list of two per chapter with definitions). 
 

3. Highlight and mark for yourself any conflicts that occur with the main character (protagonist). Note your ideas 

about these conflicts in the text (who / what is involved, attempts to resolve conflicts, etc). 
 

4. Highlight and mark for yourself words and phrases that help describe the personality of characters. Note your 

ideas about the characters right in the text (personality, motivation, fears / dreams, etc). 

Mark those supporting passages in your text clearly so that they are easy to find for in class writing/discussion. 
 

5. Highlight and mark for yourself any symbolism and note your ideas in the text as to what abstract ideas or 

concepts these tangible objects may represent. Mark those supporting passages in your text so that they are 

easy to find for in class writing/discussion. 

 

Once you are completely finished the book and annotating, pick the at least three theme stems from the following list 

that your book addresses. Write those themes on an inside cover or any blank pages of your book AND find supporting 

evidence from the text to support your ideas. Mark those supporting passages in your text clearly so that they are easy 

to find for in class writing/discussion. 

● Vengeance 

● Guilt 

● Women vs. Men 

● Identity 

● Individual/Society 

 

Annotation is a key component of close reading. Effective annotating is both economical and consistent. The 

techniques are almost limitless. Use any combination of the following: 

● Make brief comments in the margins. Use any white space available – inside cover, random blank pages, etc. 
 

● Make brief comments between or within lines of the text. Do not be afraid to mark within the test itself.  
 

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/kami-for-google-chrome/ecnphlgnajanjnkcmbpancdjoidceilk
https://www.globalgreyebooks.com/ebooks/nathaniel-hawthorne_scarlet-letter.pdf


● Circle or put boxes, triangles, or clouds around words or phrases. 
 

● Use abbreviations or symbols – brackets, stars, exclamation points, question marks, numbers, etc. 
 

● Connect words, phrases, ideas, circles, boxes, etc. with lines or arrows. 
 

● Underline – CAUTION : Use this method sparingly. Underline only a few words. Always combine with another 

method such as comment. Never underline an entire passage. Doing so takes too much time and loses effectiveness. If 

you wish to mark an entire paragraph or passage, draw a line down the margin or use brackets. 
 

● Highlight – use CAUTION – don’t highlight everything! 
 

● Create your own code. 

 

 

If you have any questions regarding the assignment, please feel free to email me at: mrfulton3399@gmail.com  

mailto:mrfulton3399@gmail.com


Annotation Rubric: Active Reading to Build Comprehension and Support Analysis 

Key Ideas and Details-Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. (CCSS #1) 

Requirements 3 2 1 0 

Process Notes demonstrate Notes demonstrate Notes demonstrate attempt No notes present 
Organization and exemplary active reading satisfactory active reading at active reading notes for 
Demonstration of notes for the text notes for the text the text 
Active Reading 

Within Text: Within Text: 
Meaningful highlighting, Highlighting, underlining, 
underlining, and/or circling, and or circling, margins 
margins heavily used for used for explanations 
explanations 

Independent from Text: Independent from Text: 
Paraphrasing, direct quotes Paraphrasing, direct quotes, 
and clearly evident with identifications of 
identifications of purpose/meaning-attempt 
purpose/meaning-clear at organization that 
organization that supports supports referring back to 
referring back to the the text-some effort to 
text-successful/significant address each chapter of the 
effort to address each chapter novel 
of novel 

FOCUS Elements Only one element is None of the three 
Characterization All elements are identified Some of the elements are identified elements are 
Symbol throughout the majority of the identified identified 
Theme text It is unclear which elements 

are present and where 
End Product The quality and quantity of The quality and quantity of The quality and quantity of Less than 1/3 
Quantity/ notes is consistent throughout notes is of good quality for notes is of good quality for 
Quality the book most of the book-some less than Vz the book Or no attempt 

chapters may be missing or 
annotations lacking 
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Organization and exemplary active reading satisfactory active reading at active reading notes for 
Demonstration of notes for the text notes for the text the text 
Active Reading 
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annotations lacking 
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THE SCARLET LETTER 

L. 

The Prison·Door 
se.~ \(\3 tb~ ~ 

. ~~ 
A TI~RONG of beard men, i~ sad--colored garments and gray, st 

crowned hats. intermi); d wilb women, some wearing hoods,lJ.nd 1 

bareheaded, was assem led in front of a wl)Oden edifice, the d, 
w}1ich wea hea~:ily ti . red with oak, and studded wilh ~ 

The foundon of a w co o , wbs.te"\l·er Utopia of human vntl 
· bnppineSs they might oragma y froj0£1, have. invariably r()cogn 
among tfielr earliest practtcal nece..Jtsitie& to allot a portion of the 
soil $.$ a eter: n o.nor e port(on n the site o.f 
accordance wtt t is ru e, 1 at t IHOfeH 

oflklfiton h1d built the fir11t prison-house, U~mewherc in the >'icir 
CornhiU, almo.sl as seusom~bly as they marked out the first l 
ground, on Isaac Johnson's loL. and round about hh~ grave, · 

~ suhsequently became the nucleus of all the congregated .sepulch 
aa. th~ old churcb·y4trcl of King's Chapel. Certain ia is, that, so~ne fift, 
r\ twenty yean aft~r the .settlement of the ll..\~0, the wooaen ja 

alttlad)" marked wtth weather-stains and other indications c>f age, · 
ga vea yet darker aflpect to its heetle-browed and gloomy front . Th 
on tht ponderous iron-work of its oaken door.looked more anl igu• 
~ tbjni e}§e jp tbt: new world. Like all· that pertains to cri1 
seen1:ed never to lwve known a }'Outhf11l ere. Before thi ll ugly e 
!lnd between tt and f~e wheel-rra.Cl of the $lreet, was a gras.s-plor, 

. QV~rgrown with burdock, pig-wheel, apple-peru, and ·such unii­
. vegetation, which evidondy found something·oo11g-enilll in I he sOJ 

· bad ~.0 early borne the black flower of civili7;ed soci~ty, a prison. B 
· on~ side o{ the portal, and roote aJmost at the threshold, was 1 

ro~-bush; ((OVered, in' this ont o u with its delicate gems,' 
might be imagined to offer t eu ragranoe and fragile beauty I 
priaoner as he wet~t_ in, and to the ndemned .ciiminal as he c.ame 
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The Market.;:Plate 

-ie.tt.;:(\9 ' 

r'rJOI"ct (l:.s <U 

. -~p!'c? 

TilE CRASS-PLOT before t jail, in · r ·on 1.-:l t:, on a certain SU..'Ili.Jner .. 

I. momiris, <lOr .,. "" '"'"'""'""• wa, o upied by &J!!:Cit~ 
number of"the mha"6itanrror-, 01 ; u.ll wi their eyes me y 

f
. ·Iastenei!~..'n ihe tron-alamped oakendoor. A st any otb.:r popula. 

·· tion.or at a later period in the historyQ 4!/W &glan .the grim rigidity 
. that petrified the bearded phy3iognornies good people wuuJd 
/ have augured some awful husine~s in haud.lt r.1luld have betokened 

I notb.lng $bon of thf: anticip;Hcd execution of !iome noted culprit, o.q, 
· whom the sentence of a legal tribunill hnd hut confirmed the verdicr of 
! public ~entiment. 13ut, in that early severit of the Pu.rita.o charaQter, · 
i 1411 infe ~of this kind could nc>t so 1 u · · • · t mig t be 

i" tbot ••lul!i!ish >on. ·so>r""'· """un dutiful child, wh. on:. :I bispareotd 

~ had given over to the civil authority, was to he r:ol't'eeted a.t the 
whipping-post. lt might he. tha.t illl Antinomi~n. a Qua.ke.r, or Qther 

i ~~~heterodox religionist, wa3 to be~courged out of th1:' ffiwo, or an idl~ 11.nd 'f fl, grant Indian, wbom the white rnau's Ore-water had IUAde riott\U!I. 
/ j . ~ a out the--streets. was tn be driven with stripes intothe-s-.haduw ofth ($ 
I ! 0. forest. [r migbt be, too, tll(t t a witch., like old ~Us tress Bibbins, the 
' J>rntbitter·tempered widow of the m;~gistrate, was to die upon the g41low.s. 
j ·~ In either c-.se, there was very much the lSame sol~mnily of. demeanour . f l . 
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e, that 'IS certain;' re.fiUI..I"ked one of 
the female &pect.litorr.; "but did ever-a woJJWJn, befon. this bt4l'Z6n huH)'. 

· \ 1 f"+ . ft~. edt 6 f .5c€U' l-e-t" · 
_De'(\ , ·j.- L~.u... . · 
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contriv~ such a way of!!.howing it! Why,Bosstps, 
·in the faceao( our godly magi&(rates,.und make a 
worthy gen'tlem~n . meanl for a punishment?•• 

" lt w~re well," multered the mo:nwmfvis~ of the oTd darn~, "jf 
we stripped Madam Hester'$ rich gown ofl her d:ainty sh.OiilCTers;<~;nd ill 
for t~1e red letter, which she bath stitc.hed so curiously,! 'U hestow a r:ag 
of mine own rheurtl;(tic llannd, to tnake a fitter one!" 

"0, ~aw, neigh11ou rs, pe.at~c .1" whispered their youngeM compaoioo, 
"Do not let her hear you! Not a stitch jnthar embroider~d letter, but 

1 lJ) he bas felt il' in her hean." 

f z The grim headJo now made tt gestur~ with hr.-. st.aff. 
- "Make way, good fk-"'ple, nwke way. in 1 he Kfllg1s name," cried he. 
:t: ··open o passage; sud, 1 promiae yc, Mistress Prynne ~.hall he. stn wher.o 
1/) man, W(lman, an dchiJd may have u fair s.ight of hor brave apparel, from 
2 this time till an hour pa~c meridian. A blessing on the ri tem Cc,J 1 

~ o( the MBilsachu~etts-, where ini uir is dr ed o i . · ! 
tf.) Corne along, ~!adam tJst et'. an s ow your scarlet letter in rhe 

j. ~ uuuk.et-place!'' · • ·· · 

~ A lane wa& forthwith C)pened th[Ol~h. rhe c..rowd of spectators. 
IJ=s l'roe.ded by the bcodle, and Oltonded. by an irregular proc~asioa of ~~-4;otern-brow<d me" au d .vn kind t '"'!f.ed , women, Hester l'cyune ,., 
I ... , l'w-f.b towar:as diP.jllacc appointt) for her punish'ibent. A crowd of easc.r 

.J. •nd ""''""' achoolboy., uade,.anding little of the matter in haM, I~ .. .,pt that it flO"' them o h.lf-holi<loy, "'" kfore her pro@'"" tuwing 
it their h•W• <:ontinuall y to ol..-e in to her face, and ott he winking baby in 

I .Z herarros, aM at thdgnominlou• letter on h.., brcasllt ww; no great 
/ ... . dlataoce, in th""' days, f•om the prison-<loo, to tho market-pt.,., 
! ·s. M~a:~ured b;; the prisoner' s exper ience, huwt!vet . it might be reckon~d 
1 1) a Journey of some length; for. haughty as her derne~ was · 1 

JS ~rc~oce underwem a1,1 a.gon ~· .r rnd ever£ those that 
(t d . rronged~er, ~ d her heart 1i'a been flung into the street or 
u -j· t'fiern all IOSpilrriand trample upon. fn our nature, however, chcre h a 
/ provi5ion, alike marvellous. and men:iful, th:u th~ suff~er should 
1 n~ver know the intensity of what he endures b.v its prtf3enl t.orture, bllt 

1! chiefly by the pang thar rankle-s after i.t. Witt. almost a serene 
/ deportment, therefvre-, Hester Pl')'ttne pas~e({ through th_is f>ortion of 
· her orde.~l. wd cam~ to a sor t of \ieaffold, ~~ tl~e western extremity of 

th~ .r:narl«:t-plaee. It stood nearly bc n~11t h the.ca vee of BO$lO.n 'searli<st 
church, a.nd appeared to be a fixture thee,-,, . 

lo !u-t, this scaffold cnn~ltl&Ued a JIOrtion pf tl nena{ tn4s.hiru:!. whic~ · 
now, for two orlTtr.eegeneratio.ns pnst, ha~;-ht:en merely historiCal .and 
trad~tiooary among us, hut 'n'a·.~ hf"ld , in the old time, lobe as~J 

S'{ M f?>bL.., 
/"(" \' ~~ ... ~S\1 ~b·....., 

pv \, tl-"" ~c.T\.. t;,J:L. 

t Meu-ket~Plaee. 

dis<:.. 
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inferred that the infliction of a legal sentence would have an ~rnut· 
and effectual meaning. Accordingly, tlw erowd was !I.Ombre anJ grave . 

. f'fhe unhappy c~clpnt su~ta,ned ber~elf a$ best n woman might, under 
h~ the ~eav y weight of__!! ho usand ~nrelen 1 ins ~Y~:l'' -1!1 fastened upon Iter, 
'n. (_and concentre(lfi:fhe.rooSOffi":11 1-'.l.S almost mtolerable to be borne. Of 
~n ·Impulsive and pasi!iooate nature, she had rtified herself lo 

encounLer the f.;tings and venomous ,a u r.onluruely, wr~k· 
ing itsalf in every "arie1y of insult: u! .erP. Y.•aS'a quality so much 
more terrible in the solemn mood uf I he polJUial" mind, that 9he loog~ 
rather lo behold all those ri,sid counlc:nanceo cMWrled with ~cornfnl 
merriment. and her:se!f the object. Had a coaT of laught~:!bur3t from the 

. mvhitude,-oach rna11, each wo man, ea1Jh liu !e shriU-voi<.~cd child, 

I
' OO-!\trib~ting their individual p<t.rl s.-Hcstcr Pryrme .mightha'Ve repaid 

them .all with a bitter and disd,1inl'ul ~mile. Bnt, under the leadetl i·rtflic- · 
~ion which it we.s he-r doom 11:\ endure, she feh, at moments, as if she · 

11.~~\uat tle_,;d:;_shriek nu.t with Lnd ull power of her lungs, and cast herself 
"'\~ frOJl1 the acaffold d~Jwn upon the grnund, or e!sr.: go mad at oact:. 

~et th"n: wl'lre intervals wbeti 1he wholl': :it~ent!, itl whloh ~he was the 
II ~ most co.nspiouous o lj~£-~eemcd t1.l vanish fr.arn .ber eyes, or, ali(2St, 

'.;j g 1mmere -Jn :ltinc_t l.y before them. like 1: m~s~ of imperf~ctl)l. ::.baped . 
~ and spectral images. Her mind , and especially her mernpry, was 
~ ·preler.uaturaUy active. and kept bringing. up olh.e. r e:>cenes than this 

11 < roughly hewn street of a litrle wwn, on th~ etlgtt of the \Vt>"ste.r.t\ 
1 :) wilderness: other face& than were loworlngupon herfrom beneath the 
'. ~.brirn'IJ of tho11e steeplr.-crowned ha1 s. 'Reminisct.mt:es,. the tno9l tri{liag 
.. . and hllln&'taria.l, passages of ini11nt~)' nncl school-days, sports. childish 

... . q,\larrels, and &ht li:tle tlomestic traits, of her rnaidun years, ~~ame 
·'S'Warnling back upon her, in tel' mingled 1.,iitb recollections of whatever 

r.o, . was gravest in h¢r subse~u e!lt life; one picl\lr~ pl'c!t:is.ely aJ~ vivid as 
.l . another; as ifaJJ were of srmilarimportance, or aH alike s. play.l!Q.;:.sihlv~ 

! ~ • ~ : .:l j Stin_r::liV(I dtWicCJ of ;.H~ S irit lO relieve itself. bv th 
~l· . x J.bltlOJL o t oae p nH'I.tasrnagQn~~ forms, rom t c crue e1g 1 and 

ar ness o e rea • '/· 
et :ata · .1he ~caffoldof lhopillory~...a.Hpointofvie:wthal 

I 
t' fCVe{lled to Hester Pryr,Jie rhe Hrll ire track along which she bad b~n 

I 
treading,"sjnce he,r happy i·nfancy. Standi11g on thnt miserahJe emi· 

, .;j 11 n e sbe saw again ht!r llativt "lill-age. in Old England, and her 
I '1 ,8 .na lOme; a eca.ye OUS>! 0 sra .. one: with a,.tUU"erty·s.trick.en 
1 

• ·u~~o:t. butreta.Jm ga HI. -o 1terote1 sme of ~Jft1s oven~e port:~.f.Tn ! · token o! antiquegentilit}'· She sa to~ her fathcr'.s ra~e, wi\h its bald brow. 
0 and reverend white b~ard, thai flowed oveT the old-fashioned Eliza· 
., he,tba;n. ru.!f; her tnolher's, too. with the lo~k of heedful and amdou5 . 

I , 

"i 
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