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December 9, 2020 
 
 
M E M O R A N D U M 
 
TO: City and County Superintendents of Education  
 
FROM:  Eric G. Mackey 
 State Superintendent of Education 
 
RE: Survey on Attitudes and Beliefs Around Suicide Prevention 
 
 
The Alabama State Department of Education (ALSDE), Alabama Department of Public 
Health (ADPH), and The University of Alabama have partnered to conduct a survey on 
attitudes and beliefs around suicide among students in Grades 9-12.  Instructions for the 
facilitator on how to disseminate the survey’s link are attached.  Also, a copy of the questions 
in the survey is attached for your review.  
 
Participants in this survey will provide critical information for suicide prevention efforts in 
our schools and communities. Data will also be used by the ADPH to update the Alabama 
“Suicide Prevention Plan.” 
 
If you have questions concerning the survey, please contact Dr. Karl Hamner by telephone 
at 205-348-0129 or by email at khamner@ua.edu. If you have questions concerning this 
memorandum, please contact Dr. Marilyn Lewis by email at  mlewis@alsde.edu. Thank you 
for your cooperation regarding this survey. 
 
EGM/ML/SB 
 
Attachments 
 
cc: Dr. Karl Hamner 
 Dr. Marilyn Lewis 
 
FY21-2032 
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Dear Survey Facilitator: 
 
This letter provides directions for distributing the recently announced survey on attitudes 
and beliefs around suicide among students in Grades 9-12. A PDF copy of the questions 
being asked in the survey is attached. Responses to this survey will provide critical 
information for suicide prevention efforts in our schools and communities. Data will also be 
used by the Alabama Department of Public Health to update the Alabama’s “Suicide 
Prevention Plan.”  This survey is NOT a mental health screener and does NOT ask students 
about their own mental health or possible suicidal behaviors. The survey is completely 
anonymous and will collect no identifying information about a student, their school, or 
district. It will be administered through an anonymous web link. Once completed, the data 
will be submitted directly to researchers at The University of Alabama (UA).   
 
The link for the survey is provided below and should be provided to students to be taken 
between December 7, 2020, and December 18, 2020. The link will take the students directly 
to the survey where they will be given a chance to assent to participation. Only after 
assenting will they get access to the survey itself. The survey should take only between 
10 to 15 minutes to complete and, once finished, answers will automatically be sent to UA 
researchers. 
 
Please be sure to check for any forms from parents stating that they do not wish for their 
student to participate. This form was made available to schools for use with 
parents/guardians through the newsletter in which the survey was announced. If you have 
forms refusing a student’s participation make sure that student’s teacher is made aware so 
they will not be given an opportunity to take the survey and given something else to do at 
that time. 
 
Please cut and past the below instruction and link to give to students. Note that the link can 
be accessed via cell phones, computers, and other similar electronics.  
 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
 
We are working with Alabama's public health and education departments to understand high 
school student’s opinions and beliefs about suicide and suicide prevention in order to 
develop a new Alabama Suicide Prevention Plan.  To do this, we need your help. Please use 
the link below to read through the assent form and, if you wish to, complete the survey. 
 
https://universityofalabama.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cFRQj4E6BLz77Hn. 
 
 
 

https://universityofalabama.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_cFRQj4E6BLz77Hn


Dear Superintendent:  

 Please send the information below to all of your high school principals.  

 

 

Dear Principal: 

 This letter regards directions for distributing the survey for students in Grades 9-12 attending 
Alabama high schools.  Responses will provide the perspective of youth regarding suicide and the issues 
surrounding suicide and mental health.  Data will be used by the Alabama Department of Public Health to 
update the state of Alabama’s “Suicide Prevention Plan.”  This survey is NOT a mental health screener and 
DOES NOT ask students about their own mental health or possible suicidal behaviors.  The survey is 
completely anonymous and will collect no identifying information. Furthermore, no information is 
gathered about a student’s school or district.  It will be administered through an anonymous weblink. 
Once completed, the data will be submitted directly to researchers at The University of Alabama (UA).   

 The link for the survey is provided below and should be provided to students to be taken between 
November 30 and December 18 of this year.  The link will take the students directly to the survey where 
they will be given a chance to assent to the survey.  Only after assenting will they get access to the survey 
itself.  The survey should take only between 10-15 minutes to complete and once finished the answers 
will automatically be sent to UA researchers.  

A copy of the assent form and the survey has been provided below should you wish to see it.  If 
you have questions concerning the survey, contact Dr. Karl Hamner at 205-348-0129 or khamner@ua.edu.  

If you have other questions contact Dr. Marilyn Lewis at mlewis@alsde.edu.  Thank you on behalf 
of the Alabama Department of Public Health and The University of Alabama.  
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	FROM:  Eric G. Mackey



