
Dear Community,
Welcome back to the 2023 - 2024 school year. We are all excited to have our buildings filled with excitement, learning 
and laughter. We have many exciting things happening in the district.

We have had a few upgrades such as new flooring at the ES, paint in the MS and ES gym, a visitors ticket booth and 
many safety upgrades including vestibule entrances and egress windows at the HS.  

As you know, we had started our strategic plan at the beginning of the 21-22 school year.   That plan is updated each 
year to make sure it is relevant and something that helps to align the district.  Our plan for 23-24 is updated with many 
great goals and action steps.

A continued focus for the district is our Portrait of a Graduate (see page 2).  This is an important part of our strategic 
plan. The Portrait of a Graduate explains traits that we want our students to leave Triad with after their PreK-12 
education.  It is not a HS focus but something we are dedicated to working on the whole way through.

Have a wonderful year!
Sincerely,

Superintendent, Triad Local Schools

Triad Local 
School District
Quarterly Learning Report

Summer 2023



Portrait of a 
Graduate

Updated in the spring of 2023 with “Our 
Students Will” descriptions



Central Office Staff

Vickie Hoffman
Superintendent of Schools

hoffmanv@triadk12.org
@TriadSupt

Erin Webb
Director of Student Services

webbe@triadk12.org

Jenna Fograscher
Chief Academic Officer

fograscherj@triadk12.org

Faith Lawson
Superintendent’s Secretary

lawsonf@triadk12.org

Nathan Hilborn
Treasurer

hilbornn@triadk12.org

Brittany Napier
Accounts Payable/Receivable/EMIS

napierb@triadk12.org

Zac Smiles
Payroll

smilesz@triadk12.org



District New Staff

Nick Withrow

Athletic Director

Niki Smiles
Director of Operations

Secretary

Hannah Hilborn

Speech Pathologist

Brandi Thomas

Bus Driver

Lucy Sams

Bus Driver

Melanie Ziegler

Cafeteria/Van Driver

Neil Laughbaum
Director of Operations

laughbaumn@triadk12.org

Ryan Thompson
Director of Technology

thompsonr@triadk12.org



Elementary School New Staff

Sophie Black 

3rd Grade

Titus Davie

ES Intervention

Tami Rowe

Preschool

Brittany Dark

Preschool Para

Lee Claypool
Elementary School Principal
claypooll@triadk12.org

Chuck Wick

ES Daily Sub



Middle School New Staff

Andrea Freudman

MS Secretary

Laurie Winkle

6th Grade ELA

Amber Monroe

MS Intervention

Matt Byerly

7th Grade Math

Riley Louck

MS Daily Sub

Vinnie Spirko
Middle  School Principal
sprikov@triadk12.org

Colleen May

MS Custodian



High School New Staff

McKena Floyd

HS/MS Vocal Music

Brooke Hines

Science Teacher

Mike Braun

HS/MS PE & Health

Todd Schneider
High School Principal
schneidert@triadk12.org

Patrick Johnson
Dir. of Academic Programs
johnsonp@triadk12.org

Rebekah Schmidt

HS Art



New Staff Orientation Scavenger Hunt!



On June 5th, Triad Elementary students went to the Jungle Jam where they 
participated in games and activities that grew their STEM skills!

Mrs. Ferguson 
demonstrated how 
machines work with 
wind-up animal toys. 

First graders worked 
together to build puzzles. 



Middle School summer camp students developed their STEM skills by building 
Rube Goldberg mouse traps.

Here they are modeling the tie dye shirts they made.



Triad celebrated the senior class and the newest alumni of Triad High School. Students celebrated at 
the senior/staff cookout and on May 28, 2023 with the graduation commencement.



Thank you to all staff, parents, community members, and students who 
volunteered at the Champaign County Fair Gates! Your help makes great things 

happen for Triad Athletics!



Cool Staff Member  
       Experience

This summer I was selected to study WWII history and heritage during 
the educational program, Saipan’s Land and Sea: Battle Scars & Sites 
of Resilience. The program is sponsored by the National Endowment 
for Humanities (NEH) Landmarks of American History and Culture. 

Nearly 200 educators from across the US applied to the program, and 
only 72 were selected for this unique experience. We spent 1-week in 
July interacting with a continuous, intact, and largely undisturbed 
record of conflict history in landmarks on and around the island of 
Saipan and learning from a team of educators, historians, 
archaeologists, authors, and cultural guides. Program activities 
included learning new teaching techniques, interactive content lectures, 
exploring K-12 educational resources, snorkeling over WWII military 
relics and artifacts in the lagoon, and exploring natural and constructed 
jungle sites on the island. 

I attended the workshop in Saipan from July 5-12 and then visited 
Guam after the trip. I was able to interact with educators and 
administrators from across the globe. I gained insight into the cultural 
influences on the region, as well as the vital role Saipan played in the 
Pacific theater of World War 2. It was an incredible experience to 
interact with much of the geography of the region and to visit terrain 
that was vital in the American effort to lead to victory in the war. 
Through this experience I will be able to share cultural perspectives 
and a greater appreciation to another region of the world with our 
students. 

Patrick Johnson, 
Director of Academic Programs




