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A World of Resources: 
Updates and Resources from 

GaDOE Social Studies
August 2023
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Our Agenda

• Meet the Team

• Tour Georgia Inspire

• What’s Coming Up?

• Resources/Updates

• Questions
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Let’s Meet the Team
Joy Hatcher

Social Studies Program Manager

jhatcher@doe.k12.ga.us 

Ashley Melville

Social Studies Program Specialist

Ashley.Melville@doe.k12.ga.us 

Nancy Balaun

ESOL Program Specialist

Nancy.Balaun@doe.k12.ga.us 

Courtney Stoops

Education Program Specialist

Jimmy Carter National Historical Park

Courtney.Stoops@doe.k12.ga.us 

Jennifer Zoumberis

Special Education Content Integration Specialist

jzoumberis@doe.k12.ga.us 

mailto:jhatcher@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:Ashley.Melville@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:Nancy.Balaun@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:Courtney.Stoops@doe.k12.ga.us
mailto:jzoumberis@doe.k12.ga.us
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GaDOE Inspire

Take a video tour of GaDOE Inspire https://youtu.be/wZKpdXKviNk

https://youtu.be/wZKpdXKviNk
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Why Inspire?

• EVERYTHING is in ONE place!

• Lessons and resources are 
EDITABLE!

• You can CUSTOMIZE and 
SHARE!

• Velocity lessons for students 
are LIVE!
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Social Studies Supports

Instructional resources and supports 
applicable for social studies 

instruction K-12.

WIDA Associations to Social Studies contents standards video tour:

https://youtu.be/q0vTaKyj43g

https://youtu.be/q0vTaKyj43g
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Inspire / Velocity

Velocity is an app within the Inspire 

platform where teachers can 

create, assign, and share student 

facing activities that can be 

automatically or teacher graded for 

accuracy and completion.

• https://inspire.gadoe.org/

• Teachers can assign AND create 
their own lessons

https://inspire.gadoe.org/
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Let’s Go…

• https://inspire.gadoe.org/ 

• Sign in through your SLDS

• Don’t have access to SLDS?
• https://youtu.be/eVpLHXn-obM

https://inspire.gadoe.org/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FeVpLHXn-obM&data=05%7C01%7CJZoumberis%40doe.k12.ga.us%7C0889849a6ac34fd8468108db92a42e9b%7C1aa55c8303434ecbbd39bd7f43876bd7%7C0%7C0%7C638265006120586612%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=MyOhn3JDth9Ft7P%2F4G7dOouAVBmoWQDvGURNRa8ApQs%3D&reserved=0
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Cheerleaders and Champions

• Starting year TWO

• EVERY RESA is 
participating

• Each participating district 
can have at least ONE 
liaison
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PL Based on Results Driven Feedback

• Needs assessment was based off 
of the Inquiry Look Fors 
document

• Skills don’t exist separately
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Professional Development Needs to Address 
Different Instructional Strategies

Instruction Strategy

Professional 

Development Need 

(Weighted Average )

Instruction using non-text sources (photographs, artwork, artifacts, etc.) 7.73

Instruction using text sources (historical documents, quotes, articles, journals, etc.) 7.56

Use of computer-based social studies applications (GPB Virtual Field Trips, iCivics, Videos, 

WebQuest, etc.)
7.48

Questioning strategies 7.43

Developing cooperative learning assignments 7.30

Use of simulations and role-playing 7.30

Developing meaningful writing assignments 6.69

Use of maps and globes as sources 5.81

Teacher-led whole class discussion 5.79

Providing descriptive feedback 5.47

Whole class direct instruction on specific content (lecture) 5.38

Use of effective homework strategies 4.05

• When the dispersion of the responses for each strategy is included, the difference between the first four 
strategies is not statistically significant.



Richard Woods, Georgia’s School Superintendent | Georgia Department of Education | Educating Georgia’s Future 

Professional Development Needs to Implement 
Student-Centered Activities

Student-Centered Activity

Professional 

Development Need 

(Weighted Average )

Engaging students in constructing arguments and supporting claims using evidence from a variety 

of primary and secondary sources
3.97

Engaging students in discussion and debate 3.87

Encouraging students to become active listeners 3.55

Engaging students in asking questions 3.42

Developing students' disciplinary thinking 3.14

Developing effective note-taking strategies 3.04

• When the dispersion of the responses for each strategy is included, the difference between the first three 
strategies is not statistically significant.
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2023-24 End of the Year Feedback

99% of participants said the Cheerleaders & Champions 
initiative affected their professional knowledge and growth 
“to a great extent” (53%) or “somewhat” (46%).

88% of participants said the Cheerleaders & Champions 
initiative affected the professional knowledge and growth of 
K-12 Social Studies educators in their district/RESA “to a 
great extent” (28%) or “somewhat” (60%).
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2023-24 End of the Year Feedback

“I was made aware of a 

plethora of resources and 

supports that were far beyond 

my breadth of 

knowledge.  This experience 

also inspired me to take a 

critical look at how I teach 

Social Studies and explore 

new and innovative ways of 
engaging students. “

“This program has prompted me to work more 

collaboratively with the other SS teachers in my school 

when we normally do not collaborate much. We have 

planned together and have even looked 

into collaborative projects we can do between 5th and 

8th grade since many of the standards overlap which I 

did not know before. It has made me much more 

intentional with my teaching since I have looked at 

other grades' standards and know what they will be 

learning after they leave my class.”

“To effectively fulfill my role as a social studies liaison, I had to stay 

updated with the latest trends, research, and developments in 

social studies education. This requirement led to continuous learning, 

seeking out new resources, attending conferences, and staying 

informed about educational policies.  This program also required 

collaborating with various stakeholders, facilitating meetings, and 

coordinating initiatives which, in turn, helped develop my leadership 

skills.”

“Having a communication 

platform for district wide 

sharing of SS resources, 

conferences, important 

legislation, etc has been great 

for expanding my professional 

knowledge as well as the 

teachers in xxx County.”
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2023-24 End of the Year Feedback

“Having a social studies liaison has very 

much benefited the small systems who have 

no social studies coordinator. Prior to 

this program, the information was not being 

disseminated in a timely manner. It is very 

challenging for one system coordinator to 

keep current on all content happenings. I 

believe so many more teachers are using the 

social studies resources than ever before.”

“Since being in this program, it has given me first-

hand knowledge of different instructional strategies 

to bring social studies to life. The way I teach social 

studies now has made some improvements since 

learning different ways to teach the standards. I 

also have loved the connections I have made 

with other educators and organizations and being a 

part of a community that feels as passionately 

about social studies as I do.”

“The Champions program provided space for me to grow in my career as 

a professional in education. When I finish my PhD program at Mercer, I 

plan to either work as a curriculum specialist or as faculty in a teacher 

preparation program. Furthermore, it granted me the opportunity to share 

knowledge and tools with my fellow educators in a district that is too small 

to afford a social studies specific curriculum specialist.”
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K-5 Inquiring Minds Video Series

• Short, engaging, and inquiry based

• Coming soon for 8th grade

• Will start rolling out by grade band in the fall

What goods and services are important to you?

How do we honor America?

How can you be a good citizen in your 

community?

What do patriotic symbols teach us about 

America?

https://app.gadoe.org/TRLThumbnails/Scripts/Player.html?url=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f1b12bed5-ca82-46de-80b9-5f628447ca66%2fsocialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520goo.ism%2fmanifest&cc=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f1b12bed5-ca82-46de-80b9-5f628447ca66%2ftranscript.vtt&poster=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f1b12bed5-ca82-46de-80b9-5f628447ca66%2fScreenshot-socialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520goo-000001.jpg&eid=f520e686-fe8b-4e54-a97f-05b5424e556a%2f1
https://app.gadoe.org/TRLThumbnails/Scripts/Player.html?url=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f8b9ab75d-54ad-4b6f-8754-c6aba961bc58%2fsocialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520hon.ism%2fmanifest&cc=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f8b9ab75d-54ad-4b6f-8754-c6aba961bc58%2ftranscript.vtt&poster=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f8b9ab75d-54ad-4b6f-8754-c6aba961bc58%2fScreenshot-socialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520hon-000001.jpg&eid=ba0f8d04-721c-4d77-9cfe-7f31119e0b7a%2f1
https://app.gadoe.org/TRLThumbnails/Scripts/Player.html?url=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f3aa1605d-4e58-4d15-8802-292ee8a6ceff%2fsocialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520goo.ism%2fmanifest&cc=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f3aa1605d-4e58-4d15-8802-292ee8a6ceff%2ftranscript.vtt&poster=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f3aa1605d-4e58-4d15-8802-292ee8a6ceff%2fScreenshot-socialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520goo-000001.jpg&eid=c7c340b7-cc44-4f67-a7c1-4eb380ed8458%2f1
https://app.gadoe.org/TRLThumbnails/Scripts/Player.html?url=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f3aa1605d-4e58-4d15-8802-292ee8a6ceff%2fsocialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520goo.ism%2fmanifest&cc=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f3aa1605d-4e58-4d15-8802-292ee8a6ceff%2ftranscript.vtt&poster=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f3aa1605d-4e58-4d15-8802-292ee8a6ceff%2fScreenshot-socialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520goo-000001.jpg&eid=c7c340b7-cc44-4f67-a7c1-4eb380ed8458%2f1
https://app.gadoe.org/TRLThumbnails/Scripts/Player.html?url=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f8a502e30-16d1-4755-9fde-abde30d401c1%2fsocialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520pat.ism%2fmanifest&cc=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f8a502e30-16d1-4755-9fde-abde30d401c1%2ftranscript.vtt&poster=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f8a502e30-16d1-4755-9fde-abde30d401c1%2fScreenshot-socialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520pat-000001.jpg&eid=47dda20c-2ae8-48a3-b2cd-d273748c6837%2f1
https://app.gadoe.org/TRLThumbnails/Scripts/Player.html?url=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f8a502e30-16d1-4755-9fde-abde30d401c1%2fsocialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520pat.ism%2fmanifest&cc=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f8a502e30-16d1-4755-9fde-abde30d401c1%2ftranscript.vtt&poster=https%3a%2f%2fequellamediasvc-usea.streaming.media.azure.net%2f8a502e30-16d1-4755-9fde-abde30d401c1%2fScreenshot-socialstudies%2520inquiringminds%2520pat-000001.jpg&eid=47dda20c-2ae8-48a3-b2cd-d273748c6837%2f1
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Professional Learning

• Professional Learning is available on 

demand in GaDOE Community

• For PL created to meet the needs of 

your teachers reach out to 

jzoumberis@doe.k12.ga.us 

mailto:jzoumberis@doe.k12.ga.us
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Corrections to the GSE
To maintain the accuracy of the GSE for Social Studies, GaDOE has made the 

following corrections to the standards as of the 2023-2024 school year. These 

changes will also be reflected on the Georgia Milestones Assessments beginning 

in the 2023-24 school year.

1. SS2H2/SS2G2/SS8H4d The American Indian nation listed in the standard as “Creek” will 

now be listed as “Muscogee (Creek)” as this is the accurate legal name listed in the 

federal registry and the name preferred by members of the Muscogee (Creek) Nation.

2. SS8H7b The terminology for the event listed as the “1906 Atlanta Riot” or the “1906 

Atlanta Race Riot” in the standards will be changed to the “1906 Atlanta Race 

Massacre” to more accurately reflect the event and resources provided by statewide 

historical organizations.

3. SS8CG1e will read “Identify wisdom, justice, moderation, and courage as the four principles in the 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Georgia Flag.” The legislature passed SB152, modifying the state pledge 

to add a fourth principle “courage."

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftrackbill.com%2Fbill%2Fgeorgia-senate-bill-152-state-and-other-flags-pledge-of-allegiance-to-the-state-flag-add-language%2F2027702%2F&data=05%7C01%7CJZoumberis%40doe.k12.ga.us%7C0defc3e5c23a46ff1eb008db8472d892%7C1aa55c8303434ecbbd39bd7f43876bd7%7C0%7C0%7C638249402495518633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5QW3WCk42qEPdNXqXO89B%2BGwKui7EaPs8OnSFWC0k5w%3D&reserved=0
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GIS Resources

• Interactive Layered (GIS) Maps 6-12

• The GaDOE GIS hub offers a space 
to access and analyze geographic 
data. Check out our library of 
premade atlases and activities for 
world studies. U.S. and 
Georgia based maps coming soon.

https://gadoe.maps.arcgis.com/home/index.html
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Leader Playlist

• GaDOE Social Studies Leadership 
Playlist

• Videos on some of our most 
frequently asked questions:

• Graduation Rule and Course 
Descriptions

• Interpreting the Standards

• Getting Connected

• Touring Inspire and Velocity

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLblIuR1ArRWt9wxAOZavnkY6m0N3Mg9PS
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLblIuR1ArRWt9wxAOZavnkY6m0N3Mg9PS
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Jimmy Carter National Historical Park

• The park has 360 virtual tours. Check them out in the 
Georgia Studies resource in our virtual field trips 
section of the Social Studies Supports bubble in 
Inspire.

• To book a field trip, live virtual tour, or to access 
resources visit www.jimmycartereducation.org

• Don’t forget the Plains Peanut Festival Postcard 
Contest! This year’s theme is: Living a Legacy: 
Peanuts, Politics, and Peace and is open to students 
K-12.  Entries must be received by Wednesday 
September 6 to be eligible.  

• For more information reach out to the education staff 
at Courtney.Stoops@doe.k12.ga.us

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Finspire.gadoe.org%2Fcourse%2F45.0000%2F6194&data=05%7C01%7CJZoumberis%40doe.k12.ga.us%7C6204e6b0b32346a2983008db99d0710f%7C1aa55c8303434ecbbd39bd7f43876bd7%7C0%7C0%7C638272892776187761%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=L%2Fgv8HyL5ARckYCwDzYtxAJOHt%2FmviUWXGsVCxxPiGw%3D&reserved=0
http://www.jimmycartereducation.org/
mailto:Courtney.Stoops@doe.k12.ga.us
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Civic Diploma Seal

• 39 districts are 
participating this year

• For more information 
visit this link or check 
out this video.

• Districtwide Application

https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/5929e222-d82a-4503-9169-04dc3f5c75d3/1/Social-Studies-Civic-Engagement-Diploma-Seal-Information.pdf
https://lor2.gadoe.org/gadoe/file/a7b88b69-4cc6-4092-868c-131ee4d8f0a3/1/Civie-Engagement-Diploma-Seal-Application.docx
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Join us at GCSS
• October 26-27 in Athens

• Visit​ http://www.gcss.net/ for more information

• Amazing keynotes and a variety of sessions 
for ALL of the teachers you serve

• The GaDOE Social Studies team will be 
hosting an Innovation Lab!  Come discover 
how to meaningfully integrate innovative 
solutions in the social studies classroom in our 
Social Studies Innovation Lab at the Georgia 
Council for Social Studies conference. Explore 
a variety of high-tech, low-tech, and no-
tech strategies and tools specifically aligned to 
Social Studies GSE. Come 
learn to play, and play to learn with us in 
Athens.

http://www.gcss.net/
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Join us at STEM/STEAM Forum

• GaDOE is hosting a Social 
Studies innovation lab at the 
STEM/STEAM Forum

• October 23-24

• Classic Center in Athens

• Click here for more 
information

https://login.community.gadoe.org/events/stem-steam-forum
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We are Better Together! Come and See!
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Be Part of Our Community

Twitter | GaDOE_SS

Facebook | GADOE Social Studies

Instagram | gadoesocialstudies

YouTube |  tiny video playlist

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLblIuR1ArRWtJYz3XUKdyT-sgCqxuxUkQ
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