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Fall Term 2023
August 28-September 1 MDiv/MAR/MATS/MAMP New Student Orientation
August 28-September 1 New Special Student/Auditor Orientation (online)
September 4 Labor Day Holiday
September 5 8:00am Fall term begins
11:10am Opening Convocation
7:00pm Opening Worship with Lord's Supper; Reception follows in Stotts
September 11 5:00pm Last day to add or drop a course for Fall term
September 14-16 MAYM Intensive in Austin/Nashville
October 9-13 MAYM Intensive Week in Austin
October 16-20 Fall Break
October 27-29 Fall Discovery Weekend
November 13-14 Fall Board of Trustees Meeting
November 13-16 Open Registration for Spring and Summer 2024
November 23-24 Thanksgiving Break
November 30-Dec 2 MAYM Intensive in Austin/Nashville
December 5-8 Reading period
December 11-15 Final Examination Week
December 15 Fall term ends; Christmas Break begins for students
December 22 5:00pm Seminary Offices close for two weeks
January Term 2024
January 8 8:00am January Masters Term Begins
January 8-12 Doctor of Ministry in residence
January 10 5:00pm Last day to add or drop Master’s level course
January 15 Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
January 15 Spring 2024 New Student Orientation opens online
January 18-20 MAYM Intensive Weekend in Nashville
January 22-24 Midwinter Lectures

January 26 January Masters Term Ends



Spring Term 2024

January 29 New Special Student/Auditor Orientation opens online
February 2-3 Board of Trustees retreat

February 5 8:00am Spring Masters Term begins

February 6 11:10am Opening Worship and Celebration of the Lord's Supper
February 8-10 MAYM Intensive in Austin/Nashville

February 9 5:00pm Last day to add or drop a course

February 13 11:10am Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Worship Service
March 1-2 HESED at Austin Seminary

March 11-15 Spring Break

March 18-22 MAYM Intensive Week in Austin

March 28 11:10am Maundy Thursday Worship

March 29 Good Friday holiday; 11:10am Good Friday Worship

March 30 8:30pm The Paschal Vigil

April 1 Easter Monday - no classes

April 5-7 Spring Discovery Weekend

April 15-18 Open Registration for Fall '24 and January '25 Masters terms
April 25-27 MAYM Intensive in Austin/Nashville

May 7-10 Reading period

May 13-17 Final Examination Week

May 13 5:00pm Final deadline for graduating students' work

May 14 5:00pm Final deadline for grade entry for graduating students
May 17 5:00pm Spring Term ends

May 17-18 Board of Trustees Spring meeting

May 18 Baccalaureate

May 19 Commencement

Summer Term 2024

June 3 Doctor of Ministry in residence; Summer Masters Term begins
June 7 5:00pm Last day to add or drop Master’s level course

August 1-3 MAYM Intensive Weekend in Austin

August 23 Summer Masters Term ends



Fall Term 2024
August 26-30 MDiv/MAR/MATS/MAMP New Student Orientation
August 26-30 New Special Student/Auditor Orientation (online)
September 2 Labor Day Holiday
September 3 8:00am Fall term begins

11:10am Opening Convocation

7:00pm Opening Worship with Lord's Supper; Reception follows in Stotts
September g 5:00pm Last day to add or drop a course for Fall term
September 12-14 MAYM Intensive in Austin/Nashville
October 14-18 Fall Break
October 21-25 MAYM Intensive Week in Austin
October 25-27 Fall Discovery Weekend
November 11-12 Fall Board of Trustees Meeting
November 11-14 Open Registration for Spring and Summer 2025
November 28-29 Thanksgiving Break
December 3-6 Reading period
December 5-7 MAYM Intensive in Austin/Nashville
December 9-13 Final Examination Week
December 13 Fall term ends; Christmas Break begins for Students
January Term 2025
January 6 8:00am January Masters Term Begins
January 8 5:oo0pm Last day to add or drop Master’s level course
January 9-11 MAYM Intensive Weekend in Nashville
January 13-17 Doctor of Ministry in residence
January 13 Spring 2025 New Student Orientation opens online
January 20 Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday
January 24 January Masters Term Ends

January 27-29 Midwinter Lectures



Spring Term 2025

January 27 New Special Student/Auditor Orientation opens online
February 3 8:00am Spring Master’s Term begins

February 4 11:10am Opening Worship and Celebration of the Lord's Supper
February 7 5:00pm Last day to add or drop a course

Feb 7-8 Board of Trustees Retreat

February 13-15 MAYM Intensive in Austin/Nashville

February 11 11:10am Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Worship Service
March 9-13 OR 16-20 Spring Break *to be determined*

March 24-28 MAYM Intensive Week in Austin

April 4-6 Spring Discovery Weekend

April 177 11:10am Maundy Thursday Worship

April 18 Good Friday holiday; 11:10am Good Friday Worship

April 19 8:30pm The Paschal Vigil

April 21 Easter Monday - no classes

April 22-25 Open Registration for Fall and January Masters terms
May 1-3 MAYM Intensive in Austin/Nashville

May 6-9 Reading period

May 12-16 Final Examination Week

May 12 5:00pm Final deadline for graduating students' work

May 13 5:00pm Final deadline for grade entry for graduating students
May 16 5:00pm Spring Term ends

May 16-17 Board of Trustees Spring meeting

May 17 Baccalaureate

May 18 Commencement

Summer Term 2025

June 2 8:00am Summer Masters Term begins

June 4 5:00pm Last day to add or drop Master’s level course

June 2-6 Doctor of Ministry in residence

August 7-9 MAYM Intensive Weekend in Austin

August 22 Summer Masters Term ends



Purpose - The Board of Trustees has adopted the following Statement of Purpose:

For the glory of God and to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary is a
seminary in the Presbyterian—Reformed tradition whose mission is to educate and equip people for ordained
Christian ministry and other forms of Christian service and leadership; to employ its resources for the nurture
of the church; to practice and promote critical theological thought and research; to engage a range of voices
and perspectives within and beyond the life of the Seminary; and to be a winsome and exemplary community
of God’s people.

History - By 1880, Presbyterian churches were being organized west of the Mississippi at a rate which de-
manded far more new ministers than were available from Presbyterian seminaries east of the Mississippi.
The problem deepened as ministerial candidates from the Southwest left to attend seminaries in the east
and then frequently remained there. The beginnings of a solution came when Dr. Richmond K. Smoot, pas-
tor of First Southern Presbyterian Church, Austin, and Dr. Robert Lewis Dabney, University of Texas profes-
sor of mental and moral philosophy, opened the Austin School of Theology in 1884. It closed in 1895 but
the need remained. In 1899, the Synod of Texas authorized the establishment of Austin Presbyterian Theo-
logical Seminary and Dr. Thornton Rogers Sampson left the presidency of Austin College to begin the Sem-
inary. Along with other gifts, the donation of $75,000 by Sarah C. (Mrs. George) Ball of Galveston enabled
Dr. Sampson to commence the academic program of the Seminary in the fall of 1902. The synods of Arkan-
sas (1905), Oklahoma (1908), and Louisiana (1929) joined in support and control of the school. In 1905 the
campus moved from the former Stuart Female Seminary building at 9th and Navasota Streets in East Aus-
tin to the current campus north of The University of Texas. Sampson helped bring about its affiliation with
the University of Texas, a union that set a precedent for denominational schools. He resigned the presiden-
cy on June 30, 1905, but continued to teach church history and polity. Robert Ernest Vinson became presi-
dent in 1909 and resigned in 1916 to become president of the University of Texas.

In May of 1917, Dr. Thomas W. Currie became chairman of the faculty which ran the seminary during
the war years when the institution was partially closed. Currie became president in 1922 and served until
his death in 1943. During this period the Seminary faculty increased, the campus was enlarged, the student
body grew, and the endowment was augmented. A chapel was also erected in 1941. In 1943, Dr. Robert F.
Gribble was appointed acting president by the board of trustees to serve until a new president was elected.

In 1945, Dr. David L. Stitt became president and served until 1971. During these years the Seminary ad-
vanced in every measurable way. The student body grew, and the number of faculty increased. The library,
the Trull Building, and McMillan Building were erected. Extensive property on 30th Street was secured, and
Currie Hall and student apartments were built.

In 1971, Dr. Prescott H. Williams Jr. became acting president, and subsequently the fifth president in
1972. Having brought to the Seminary a special facility in the areas of Old Testament languages and ar-
chaeology, Dr. Williams laid emphasis on revision of the curriculum to meet the changing needs of the
church’s ministry.

In 1976, Dr. Jack Martin Maxwell was called to be the sixth president of the Seminary. In his administra-
tion, the physical plant was much improved, with addition to the library, renovation of the dining hall, and
construction of new student housing. Moreover, the financial base of the Seminary was made more secure.

In January of 1984, Dr. C. Ellis Nelson, retired seminary president, became interim president. On July 1,
1985, Dr. Jack L. Stotts became the seventh president, having already served as president of a sibling Pres-
byterian seminary for a decade. He retired in July 1996. In May 1997, Dr. Robert M. Shelton, who had been
on the faculty since 1971, was elected as the Seminary’s eighth president, after serving one year as interim
president.



History continued...

Austin Seminary celebrated one hundred years of service to the church on October 1, 2002. Centennial
events included special lectures, historical displays, the construction of the Centennial Trustee Gateway,
and the naming of the Seminary Chapel for retiring President Shelton. In November of 2002, the board of
trustees elected Austin Seminary’s ninth president, the Reverend Dr. Theodore |. Wardlaw.

Under President Wardlaw the Seminary saw improvements to the physical facility with two new student
apartment buildings and a renovated and expanded library and information center, new degree and certifi-
cate programs in English and Spanish, including a new partnership with The University of Texas at Austin,
and significant fundraising for student scholarships. Upon President Wardlaw’s retirement in 2022, the
Reverend Dr. José R. Irizarry was called as the tenth president of Austin Seminary.

For a more detailed history see Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary: A Seventy-Fifth Anniversary
History by Dr. Thomas White Currie Jr. and Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary: Completing a Centu-
ry of Service by Dr. James S. Currie, or visit the Austin Seminary Archives at www.austinseminary.edu/
archives.

Location of Austin Seminary

Austin Seminary is ideally situated in the city of Austin, on the north edge of The University of Texas at
Austin and two blocks away from the Seminary of the Southwest. The city of Austin also makes a splendid
setting for theological education, for many and varied reasons:

e the picturesque setting: an exceptionally attractive city built in the natural beauty of the Texas Hill Coun-
try,

e the pleasant weather: Austin has gentle season changes and an average of 300 days of sunshine each
year;

e the extraordinary educational atmosphere provided by The University of Texas at Austin and other out-
standing colleges and universities;

e the lively churches and ecumenical groups;

e the availability of the arts in diversity and abundance with a year-round variety of concerts, plays, and ex-

hibits;

Austin’s status as a major center for high technology; city growth has emphasized clean industry;

e the availability of recreation through the city’s park system, on the Colorado River which winds through
the city, and the Highland Lakes which stretch upriver for one hundred and fifty miles. Also, for an annu-
al fee students have access to the recreational and sports facilities of The University of Texas at Austin.
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Enrollment Office

The Admissions Commission at Austin Seminary welcomes your inquiry about theological
education and our degree programs. The commission is composed of faculty members,
senior students, and administrators. It is their desire to assist you as you discern your voca-
tion. The Admissions Commission reviews and evaluates all applications. The commission
seeks to ensure that each applicant is prepared to engage in theological study, is aware of per-
sonal strengths and limitations, and is familiar with the educational dimensions of the curric-
ulum. Further, the commission is concerned that applicants have the necessary academic and
intellectual preparation to embrace critical theological inquiry. An undergraduate degree with
a liberal arts emphasis is an optimal way to prepare for seminary study.

- Welcome
o)
Orientation!




Campus Visitation



