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Introduction 

 

This Historic Resource Impact Study reviews the proposed demolition or alteration of the Great 

Valley School District – District Office located at 47 Church Road, East Whiteland Township, 

Malvern, Chester County, Pennsylvania 19355.  It was prepared and presented per the 

requirements of Sub-Section 200-58.G. Documentation of historic resources, East Whiteland 

Township Zoning Ordinance.  The property is currently employed as the administrative office for 

the Great Valley School District who is owner of the building.     

 

This building was first classified as a Class Two (2) Historic Resource on a 1992 historic resources 

map of East Whiteland Township compiled by the Chester County Historic Preservation Office.  

It is listed as Historic Resource #170, originally built in 1939 under the name East Whiteland 

Consolidated School.  It reappears on the historic resources map and inventory as #170, Class Two 

(2) Historic Resource in the 2001 East Whiteland Township Consolidated Plan and again in the 

updated 2016 East Whiteland Township Consolidated Plan (parcel #42040083020E).  A Class 

Two (2) designation means that the resource may meet standards for National Register listing; or 

the resource is deemed highly significant at the local level.  The building was converted in the 

early 2000s as the administrative office for the Great Valley School District.  While the Great 

Valley School District owns additional adjoining parcels of land to the northeast that house the 

current K.D. Markley Elementary School and parking and grassy areas, this Study concentrates on 

the original parcel of land that contains the historic resource and its property as it is listed in the 

East Whiteland Township Historic Resources Inventory and its coordinating map.  The applicant, 

being the Great Valley School District, is proposing demolition or alterations to the original 1939 

East Whiteland elementary school building and its remaining additions to develop plans to build a 

new fifth and sixth grade educational facility for the school district.  Reuse of the historic resource 

is being considered; however, the existing altered layout and size may be prohibitive in terms of 

current educational programming requirements and budgetary parameters. 

 

Gina M. Douty, Historic Preservation Consulting, LLC of Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania compiled 

the Study between March and May 2021 and offers assessment of the historic resource.  The 

principal author was Gina M. Douty who with over 30 years of experience in the historic 

preservation field has owned Gina M. Douty, Historic Preservation Consulting, LLC since 2012.  

She appears on the current list of the PA State Historic Preservation Office under the following 

consultant categories:  Architectural Survey/HRSF, Historic Research/Architectural History, 

Historic Tax Credit (State & Federal) Application, and National Register Nomination.  She holds 

a Bachelor of Science in Architecture with a Special Studies in Historic Preservation from Penn 

State University and a Master of Arts in Historic Preservation from Savannah College of Art and 

Design, Georgia.  Ms. Douty meets the requirements of the National Park Service, Secretary of 

the Interior’s Professional Qualifications (36 CFR 61) as Architectural Historian. (See resume in 

Appendices.)   
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G. Documentation of historic resources. 

 

(1) A detailed description of the resource and its context, including topography, 

vegetation, landscaping, driveways, and associated structures and features. 

 

The historic resource is an elementary school that has been converted into the district office 

for the Great Valley School District in early 2000s when a new K.D. Markley Elementary 

School was built on 28 acres northeast of the original school.  It is located at 47 Church Road, 

East Whiteland Township, Malvern, Chester County, Pennsylvania 19355.  Originally built in 

1939 by the East Whiteland School District and named the East Whiteland Consolidated 

Elementary School, it is a one-story, gray stone, L-shaped building constructed on a four-acre 

quadrangular lot fronting Church Road in the Colonial or Classic Revival style.  Starting in 

1951, several additions, demolitions, land acquisitions, and new construction have altered the 

site to allow for growth and upgrades to the property for its continued use by the school district. 

The southwest facing main elevation is comprised of the original rectangular, 1939 one-story 

gray, course rubble stone building.  It contains a center pedimented, pillared entrance with an 

arched entablature surrounding double doors.  Symmetric wings flank the entryway with a 

fenestration pattern of four window bays in groups of five windows each.  These windows are 

brownish-gray aluminum replacements of the original 12/12 double hung wood windows that 

were painted white.  A center cupola adorns the asphalt shingle roof.  The northwest facing 

façade is comprised of the 1951 gray stone addition.  This addition is similar in appearance to 

the original school building.  It has an exposed basement level with original true divided light 

wood windows in fair/poor condition and two doorways.  The upper level is two bays wide of 

the same fenestration pattern as the southwest façade.  This addition has a hipped asphalt 

shingled roof running northeast to southwest.  The northeast or rear of the building abuts a 

large, paved parking area.  Also of gray, course rubble stonework and aluminum replacement 

windows in the same fenestration pattern as the main facade, this façade contains a front facing 

gabled bump out that houses the administrative board room.  It was once the all-purpose room 

for the school building.  Three louvered, dormers are located on the northeast pitch of the roof 

– two centered over the window bays of the 1939 portion and one on the hipped end of the 

1951 addition.  The rear portion of the 1951 addition is painted cinderblock and appears to 

contain some of the mechanicals and gas lines coming into the building.  A small 1951 addition 

also sits at the southeast end of the main 1939 school building.  It connects to a 1956 five-bay, 

rectangular, one-story parged brick addition with ribbon windows and a relatively flat roof 

built in the Modern style of the time.  The southwest facing end of this addition is gray stone 

matching the original school.  Initially built as a double-loaded classroom wing, it now consists 

of office space for school district administration.   

   

The interior of the building has been converted into offices and conference areas for the Great 

Valley School District personnel.  The 1939 original school building has a double-loaded 

corridor that runs from northwest to southeast.  This corridor has contemporary vinyl tile 

flooring, gypsum walls, and drop ceilings of acoustic tiles and fluorescent lighting.  The 

foyer/vestibule entrance area has early tiling up 2/3rd of the wall surface.  Two original plaques 

from 1939 construction are in this area.  One contains the names of the school directors and 

original builder and architect, the other stating the 1939 construction was done under the 
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Franklin D. Roosevelt Administration as a Public Works Administration project.  Original 

features appear to be the stained wood baseboard, many of the interior hall doors, and door 

trim.  The former classrooms have been partitioned into offices, file storage, conference rooms, 

and board rooms for school district personnel.  The floors in most of these rooms have 

commercial carpeting along with the same ceilings and fluorescent lighting as the corridor.  

The 1951 northwest addition is a single-load corridor that has the same finishes as the 

renovated 1939 original school building portion.  The 1956 classroom wing addition that runs 

northeast to southwest is a double-loaded corridor with office space and support rooms on 

either side of the corridor.  There is contemporary vinyl tile flooring in the corridor, carpet in 

the individual rooms, cinderblock walls, acoustic ceiling tiles and fluorescent lights, and 

contemporary doors, metal trim, and rubber cove base molding.     

 

The Great Valley School District Office is about 9,000sf situated on four acres of land that 

gently slopes southwest to northeast from the two-lane Church Road.  The building sits at the 

northeastern boundary of the parcel while half of the 1956 building addition along with the 

rear paved parking lots, playground areas, and the K.D. Markley Elementary School are 

situated to the northeast on the additional 28 acres of land owned by the school district.  Across 

Church Road to the west is the Chester Valley Golf Course, to the south are residential 

properties.  There is a concentration of mature trees to the north of the building while most of 

the surrounding landscape is grass lawn with a few decorative trees and shrubs around the 

building façades and parking areas.  A paved semi-circular driveway goes from Church Road 

curving to the main entrance then back onto Church Road.  Another driveway runs 

perpendicular to Swedesford Road to the north to the entrance of the K.D. Markley Elementary 

School.  This is accessible from the parking areas behind the administration center.  Much of 

the middle parking area of the 32-acre site owned by the school district once contained a 1960 

intermediate school (to the north) and a 1965 kindergarten addition that connected 

perpendicularly to the 1956 school building addition.   
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(2) Detailed site plan of the resource, measured floor plans, and exterior elevations. 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Current Site Plan (www.chesco.org  accessed May 3, 2021.) 

K.D. Markley Elementary School 

Great Valley School District Office 

- Great Valley School District Office parcel 

- Parcels owned by the East Whiteland School and the Great Valley School District 

N 

N.T.S 

http://www.chesco.org/
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Figure 2: U.S.G.S. Map, Malvern Quadrangle, Chester County, PA  

(www.usgs.gov  accessed May 3, 2021.) 

7.5 min series, 2019. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Valley School District Office  
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Figure 3: Site Plan of Entire Great Valley School District area  
Source: 1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School 

District, Chester County, PA 

 

 

Area of Current K.D. Elementary School 

Current Great Valley School District Office 

Original School Building 

Demolished – circa 2000 

A. Original Building 1939 
B. Addition 1951 
C. Addition 1956 
D. Intermediate Building 1960 
E. Primary Addition 1965 
F. Library Addition 1965 
G. Blacktop Play Areas 

N.T.S N.T.S 

N.T.S 
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Figure 5: Great Valley School District 

Office, #170, Class 2 (two) Historic 

Resource, listed as East Whiteland 

Consolidated School, 1939. (N.T.S.) 

 
Source: 2016 updated Comprehensive Plan 

of East Whiteland Township, Historic 

Resources Map, East Whiteland Township, 

Chester County, PA 
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(3) Comprehensive photographic record of the resource and its context. 

 

Figure 6: Site Plan:  Photo locations (N.T.S.)  

Provided by Great Valley School District 
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Figure 7: First Floor Plan: Photo locations (N.T.S.) Provided by Great Valley School District 
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Photographs 

 

Photo #1:  Great Valley School District Office, Southwest (main) façade, 1939 building with 1951 & 1956 left and right 

additions. 2021.  Camera facing northeast.  

 

Photo #2:  Great Valley School District Office, Southwest (main) façade, 1939 building, east end. 2021.  Camera facing 

northeast. 
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Photo #3:  Great Valley School District Office, Southwest (main) façade, 1939 building, entryway. 2021.  Camera facing 

northeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Photo #4:  Great Valley School District Office, Southwest (main) façade, 1939 building, west end. 2021.  Camera facing 

northeast. 
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Photo #5:  Great Valley School District Office, west corner, 1951 addition (left). 2021.  Camera facing east. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo #6:  Great Valley School District Office, 1951 addition, northwest elevation. 2021.  Camera facing southeast. 
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Photo #7:  Great Valley School District Office, northeast (rear) elevation and rear parking area. 2021.  Camera facing southwest. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #8:  Great Valley School District Office, northeast (rear) elevation, 1951 addition. 2021.  Camera facing 

southwest. 
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Photo #9:  Great Valley School District Office, northeast (rear) elevation, 1939 building. 2021.  Camera facing 

southwest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo #10:  Great Valley School District Office, 1951 addition (rear). 2021.  Camera facing west. 
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Photo #11:  Great Valley School District Office, 1939 building (rear). 2021.  Camera facing southeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo #12:  Great Valley School District Office, 1939 building (rear). 2021.  Camera facing northwest. 
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Photo #13:  Great Valley School District Office, 1956 wing addition and rear parking area. 2021.  Camera facing southeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo #14:  Great Valley School District Office, 1956 wing addition. 2021.  Camera facing southwest. 
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Photo #15:  Great Valley School District Office, 1956 wing addition. 2021.  Camera facing northwest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #16:  Great Valley School District Office, 1939 building and 1956 addition, main facade. 2021.  Camera facing north. 
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Photo #17:  Great Valley School District Office, looking from main entry foyer. 2021.  Camera facing northeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #18:  Great Valley School District Office, main entry foyer. 2021.  Camera facing southeast. 
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Photo #19:  Great Valley School District Office, 1939 school directors building plaque in main corridor. 2021.  Camera facing 

northeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #20:  Great Valley School District Office, 1939 school directors building plaque and commemorative plate in main 

corridor. 2021.  Camera facing northeast. 
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Photo #21:  Great Valley School District Office, main entry foyer looking to vestibule. 2021.  Camera facing southwest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #22:  Great Valley School District Office, main corridor. 2021.  Camera facing northwest. 
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Photo #23:  Great Valley School District Office, board room. 2021.  Camera facing northeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #24:  Great Valley School District Office, board room. 2021.  Camera facing southwest. 
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Photo #25:  Great Valley School District Office, teacher liaison offices. 2021.  Camera facing southwest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #26:  Great Valley School District Office, administrative/pupil services. 2021.  Camera facing northeast. 
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Photo #27:  Great Valley School District Office, looking to the 1951 northwest addition from main corridor. 2021.  Camera 

facing northwest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #28:  Great Valley School District Office, 1951 northwest addition corridor rear exit. 2021.  Camera facing northeast. 
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Photo #29:  Great Valley School District Office, 1951 northwest addition corridor front exit. 2021.  Camera facing southwest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #30:  Great Valley School District Office, psychologist office and file area. 2021.  Camera facing northwest. 
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Photo #31:  Great Valley School District Office, main corridor of 1939 building. 2021.  Camera facing southeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #32:  Great Valley School District Office, main corridor of 1939 building looking to 1951/1956 addition. 2021.  Camera 

facing southeast. 
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Photo #33:  Great Valley School District Office, 1951/1956 addition foyer/vestibule. 2021.  Camera facing southeast. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #34:  Great Valley School District Office, 1956 addition corridor from foyer. 2021.  Camera facing northeast. 
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Photo #35:  Great Valley School District Office, 1956 corridor looking to rear exit. 2021.  Camera facing northeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #36:  Great Valley School District Office, 1956 addition conference room. 2021.  Camera facing northwest. 
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Photo #37:  Great Valley School District Office, 1956 addition office spaces. 2021.  Camera facing southeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo #38:  Great Valley School District Office, 1956 addition corridor northwest exit. 2021.  Camera facing northwest. 
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Photo #39:  Great Valley School District Office, 1956 addition offices. 2021.  Camera facing northeast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Photo #40:  Great Valley School District Office, 1956 addition corridor looking to front exit. 2021.  Camera facing southwest. 
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(4) Statement of the significance of the resource and its context to the Township and 

environs. 

 

History of the Resource 

 

(It should be noted that some of the findings may be limited due to the current Covid-19 pandemic 

that has many potential archival repositories closed or with limited hours.) 

 

In the 1930s, the School 

District of East Whiteland 

Township (the school 

district at that time) began 

to consider consolidating 

many of the local one-room 

schoolhouses and older 

primary school buildings of 

the area.  In November 

1930, the school district 

purchased six acres located 

at 47 Church Road near 

Swedesford Road in East 

Whiteland Township, 

Malvern in for $7,200.00 

from Francis C. and 

Elizabeth Lathrop.  The 

Lathrops had purchased it 

only nine months prior from 

J. Howard Mecke, Jr., and 

his wife Marie McClatchy.  

Mr. Mecke was a local real 

estate developer, and the sale of this land was part of a bigger parcel that the Mecke family had 

owned.  At the end of the 1930s, possible delaying developing the land due to the Great Depression, 

the school district hired architect James G. Ludwig of Upper Darby, PA to design an elementary 

school.  Construction began in 1939 on the school known as East Whiteland Consolidated School.  

The first principal of the school was former teacher Miss Kathryn M. Donahue, later to become 

Mrs. Kathryn D. Markley.   

 

Mrs. Kathryn D. Markley (1903 – 1981) graduated from what is now known as West Chester 

University in the early 1920s.  Before becoming principal at the new school, she was an educator 

in East Whiteland Township and surrounding areas.  In 1942, she married Stinson Markley (1898 

– 1995) and they lived on a 54-acre farm in nearby Charlestown Township.   

 

Housing first through fifth grade (and later kindergarten), the rectangular shaped school was 

constructed on a quadrangular lot fronting Church Road in the Colonial or Classic Revival style 

of gray stone construction.  The school was situated in the center of the lot that allowed for play 

Figure 8:  Building in 1950.  
http://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/897311/Plate+014/Chester+County+1950+V
ol+2+-+Main+Line/Pennsylvania/ Accessed March 10, 2021. 
 

http://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/897311/Plate+014/Chester+County+1950+Vol+2+-+Main+Line/Pennsylvania/
http://www.historicmapworks.com/Map/US/897311/Plate+014/Chester+County+1950+Vol+2+-+Main+Line/Pennsylvania/
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space to the rear, paved roads up to the entrances, and future building expansion if and/or when 

needed.  And this growth was needed around 1951, when Ludwig was hired again to design 

alterations and additions to the building.  The proposed 1951 changes appear to be rectangular 

additions running perpendicular at the ends of the existing school building.   

 
   
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

               

 
Figure 9:  Architectural drawings of James G. Ludwig office, plot plan, alterations, and additions to the East Whiteland 
Consolidated School, 1951.  (provided by Great Valley School District) 

Four or five years later, a second addition was designed, this time by Fridtjof Tobiessen (1905 – 

1975) of Paoli, PA.  Designed as a one-story classroom wing in the Modern style, rectangular in 

shape with flat roof and ribbon windows, it was situated at the southeast end of the school.  It 

called for additional classrooms as well as moved the principal’s office to this new location. 

 
 

1951 proposed wing additions 
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  Figure 10:  Architectural drawings of Fridtjof Tobiessen office, plot plan, additions to the East Whiteland Elementary School (as 
stated on the drawings), 1955.  (provided by Great Valley School District) 

Figure 11:  Architectural drawings of Fridtjof Tobiessen office, front elevation, additions to the East Whiteland Elementary 
School (as stated on the drawings), 1955.  (provided by Great Valley School District) 

As the population continued to grow and re-districting was being considered, a third addition was 

being designed and built between 1963 and 1964.  In 1960, an intermediate school to house the 

upper elementary grades had been constructed to the northeast of the original school building, and 

a one-story kindergarten wing was being designed with a corridor tying it to the 1956 addition.  

Mrs. Markley retired in 1964 and a year later the school complex was renamed the K.D. Markley 

Elementary School in her honor. 

 

1956 proposed classroom wing 

1956  1939  1951  
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Figure 12:  Architectural drawings of Fridtjof Tobiessen office, plot plan of kindergarten wing showing existing buildings, 
additions to the East Whiteland Intermediate/Elementary School (as stated on the drawings), 1964.  (provided by Great Valley 
School District) 

 

 

1964 proposed kindergarten wing 
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Figure 13:  Architectural drawings of Fridtjof Tobiessen office, floor plan of kindergarten wing, additions to the East Whiteland 
Intermediate/Elementary School (as stated on the drawings), 1964.   (provided by Great Valley School District) 

During the 1930s through the 1960s, changes were occurring that had an impact on school building 

construction.  The years after the Civil War, school design typically borrowed from classic 

architectural styles, which continued into the 1930s, as evident by the original exterior appearance 

of the East Whiteland Consolidated School; however, the PA Historical and Museum 

Commission’s MPDF Historic Educational Resources of Pennsylvania, From Depression to 

District Reorganization, 1930 – 1969, stated that “school districts were consolidating, creating 

larger buildings to house the increased student body, reflecting the suburban growth since the end 

of World War II.”  Usually one or two-story buildings, these schools were mostly constructed on 

grassy sprawling lots, reflecting the suburban growth since the end of World War II.  The schools 

of this period were designed with a modern style that resembled public offices, factories, 

laboratories, and college facilities that would someday be attended by the graduating students.  The 

schools were mostly large and rectangular in shape, of brick or concrete accented with regular 

window groupings, flat roofs, simple elevations, and minimal ornamentation.  It was their mission 

to prepare students in K – 12 for successful higher education at colleges and universities as well 

as ready them for employment in either business or industrial positions. 

 

In late 1968, the nearby Charlestown School Board spoke of a planned merger of Charlestown, 

East Whiteland, Malvern, and Willstown school districts and in 1969 the new Great Valley School 

District was formed as a result.  In April 1972, a Long-Range Development Plan for School 

Buildings was prepared by Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. of Bethlehem, PA for the Great 

Valley School District of Chester County.  The 190-page report assessed the existing schools of 

the school district to develop a long-range plan for the buildings and educational programming in 
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accordance with PA Department of Education criteria at the time.  In this report, The K.D. Markley 

School was referred as two buildings:  Kathryn D. Markley Primary School and Kathryn D. 

Markley Intermediate School.  The following are pages of the plan as it pertains to K.D. Markley 

Schools.   

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Report Cover and Title page (Figures 14 and 15) 
Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley 

School District, Chester County, Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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Data as it related to Kathryn D. Markley Primary School – original 1939 school with 

1951, 1956, 1965 (demolished) additions. (Figure 16) 
Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, 

Chester County, Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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Data as it related to Kathryn D. Markley Intermediate School (demolished) (Figure 17) 
Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, 

Chester County, Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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Description of the Kathryn D. Markley Primary School – original 1939 school with 1951, 1956, 1965 (demolished) adds. (Figure 18) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, Educational 

Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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Description of the Kathryn D. Markley Intermediate School – (demolished) (Figure 19) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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Inventory of both K.D. Markley schools. (Figure 20) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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Images of the main façade and rear of the K.D. Markley Primary School – original 1939 school 

with 1951, 1956, 1965 (demolished) additions.  Note the original façade windows.  (Figure 21) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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Floor plans of the Kathryn D. Markley Primary School – original 1939 school with 1951, 1956, 1965 (demolished) 

additions (Figure 22) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 

 

Demolished 
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 Floor plans of the Kathryn D. Markley Intermediate School – (demolished) (Figure 23) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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 Image and plans of the Kathryn D. Markley Intermediate School – (demolished) (Figure 24) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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Area of Current K.D. Elementary School 

Current Great Valley School District Office 

Original School Building 

Demolished – circa 2000 

H. Original Building 1939 
I. Addition 1951 
J. Addition 1956 
K. Intermediate Building 1960 
L. Primary Addition 1965 
M. Library Addition 1965 
N. Blacktop Play Areas 

Site Plan with additional notes reflecting current conditions, 2021. (Figure 25) 
Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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Assessment of the two K.D. Markley school buildings. (Figure 26) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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Assessment/Recommendations for the two K.D. Markley school buildings. (Figure 27) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 

 



 

           GINA M. DOUTY, HISTORIC PRESERVATION CONSULTING, LLC  MAY 2021 

      

GREAT VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT, DISTRICT OFFICE – HISTORIC RESOURCE IMPACT STUDY 

54 

 
 Assessment/Recommendation summary for the two K.D. Markley school buildings. (Figure 28) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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Facilities inventory for the two K.D. Markley school buildings.  (Figure 29) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 
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 Life Expectancy for the two K.D. Markley school buildings. (Figure 30) 

Source:  1972 Long Range Developmental Plan for School Buildings, Great Valley School District, Chester County, 

Educational Planning Consultants, Inc. 

 

Note:  A 50-year life expectancy was 

projected in 1972 for both school 

buildings, with a request for an 

addition around 1974. 
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Over the next twenty-five years maintenance, upgrades to the facility, and improvements 

continued at the K.D. Markley Elementary School to accommodate growth and changes in 

teaching as well as technology.  Towards the late 1990s, talks began to decide the future of the 

school, which needed more than just an upgrade.  The final plan resulted in the third, fourth, and 

fifth grade being demolished, and K – 2 as well as the Great Valley School District Office being 

moved into the original building and its 1950s additions.  In 2001, a new K.D. Markley Elementary 

School was built on grounds behind the existing building, and it remains as such at the time of this 

writing, with the district office remaining in the original building with the 1951 and 1956 additions. 

    

Figure 31:  Aerial photo of the K.D. Markley Elementary School complex, pre-2001.  (provided by Great Valley School District) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 32:  Aerial photo of the Great Valley School 
District Office (left) and K.D. Markley Elementary 
School (right), circa 2020.  (Google map image) 
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COMPARISON OF HISTORIC AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS OF K.D. MARKLEY PROPERTY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 33:  Aerial view of K.D. Markley school grounds, September 18, 1937.  http://maps.psiee.psu.edu/ImageryNavigator/ 
Accessed March 11, 2021.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 34:  Aerial view of K.D. Markley school grounds, November 5, 1946.  http://maps.psiee.psu.edu/ImageryNavigator/ 
Accessed March 11, 2021.   

http://maps.psiee.psu.edu/ImageryNavigator/
http://maps.psiee.psu.edu/ImageryNavigator/
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Figure 35:  Aerial view of K.D. Markley school grounds, June 7, 1958.  http://maps.psiee.psu.edu/ImageryNavigator/ Accessed 
March 11, 2021.   

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Figure 36:  Aerial view of K.D. Markley school grounds, July 5, 1971.  http://maps.psiee.psu.edu/ImageryNavigator/ Accessed 
March 11, 2021.   

http://maps.psiee.psu.edu/ImageryNavigator/
http://maps.psiee.psu.edu/ImageryNavigator/
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Statement of the Significance of the resource 

 

Gina M. Douty, Historic Preservation Consulting, LLC based the significance of the resource on 

the National Register of Historic Places Criteria of the National Park Service (NPS).  When 

assessing Pennsylvania school buildings, the Multiple Properties Listing, Historic Educational 

Resources of Pennsylvania for Public Elementary and Secondary Schools in Pennsylvania, 1682-

1969 is also consulted.  Prepared by Domenic Vitiello, MCP, Ph.D. in 1992, this is the standard 

that the PA Historical & Museum Commission, PA State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) 

follows when determining significance as well as integrity for the determination of eligibility of 

educational facilities at the state-level that may then advance to the National Register nomination 

process for listing. 

 

When evaluating a building for individual listing there are several things to consider: 

 

- The building usually must be 50 years or old to be considered eligible for listing. 

- It must also have significance and integrity. 

 

Significance:  There are four Criteria that the NPS has established, and only one must be met, but 

some properties may meet more than one.  When assessing PA schools, usually two (A,C) of the 

four are the most popular; however, sometimes three are met in this regard (A, B, C).  The 

following Criteria are as follows: 

 

Criterion A: “Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history.”  In the case of school buildings, this event is:  

EDUCATION. 

 

Criterion B: “Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.”   

 

Criterion C: “Embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 

construction or represent the work of a master, or possess high artistic values, or 

represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual 

distinction.”  In the case of school buildings, this is listed as:  ARCHITECTURE. 

 

Criterion D: “Has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 

history.”  This mostly is for archaeological sites.   

 

Integrity:  The building must be able to convey its sense of its historic appearance.  The qualities 

it must display are:  Location, Design, Setting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, and Association.  

A building possessing a high level of integrity will appear much as it did during its period of 

significance.  A building possessing a low level of integrity will have had noticeable alterations, 

some demolition, and additions that do not provide compatibility to the original construction.  

Buildings that have been moved elsewhere or where there is a loss of place or setting are also 

considered to possess a low level of integrity when assessing properties for listing.  
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For the Great Valley School District Office, the historic name, East Whiteland Consolidated 

School/K.D. Markley Elementary School, would be used to consider eligibility for a National 

Register listing.  It does not appear as though this building has even been reviewed for 

determination of eligibility at the PA State Historic Preservation Office.  As for the four Criteria, 

A and C are generally the ones followed when determining eligibility for listing of schools.  

 

Criterion A – Education:  Since the school was built in the 1930s, the section of the Multiple 

Properties Listing, Historic Educational Resources of Pennsylvania for Public Elementary and 

Secondary Schools in Pennsylvania, 1682-1969 referred to is MPDF Historic Educational 

Resources of Pennsylvania, From Depression to District Reorganization, 1930 – 1969.  Based on 

this, Gina M. Douty, Historic Preservation Consulting, LLC feels that the East Whiteland 

Consolidated School/K.D. Markley Elementary School may fall short of being eligible for listing 

in the National Register.  It is believed that while it speaks to events that occurred through this 

period, such as being a WPA project, having district reorganization, and school consolidation, the 

loss of the 1965 addition, and the intermediate school building may have removed too much of the 

significance and integrity that would have shown the progression and growth of the school from 

the 1930s through late 1960s.  While the East Whiteland Township historic resources map appears 

to only highlight the four acres of land the original building sits on, when evaluating the site, the 

adjoining parcels and school buildings would need to be considered as well.  The conversion of 

the building into the school district administrative offices may also have removed some of the 

sense as to why the specific classrooms and other educational spaces such as library, gymnasium, 

and cafeteria layout were based on the curriculum and educational trends during the period of 

significance.  It should be recognized that very few Pennsylvania schools were constructed 

between 1938 – 1940, and that East Whiteland Consolidated School was one of them; however, 

that alone will not make it eligible for listing.     

 

Criterion C – Architecture:  As with Criterion A, the section of the Multiple Properties Listing, 

Historic Educational Resources of Pennsylvania for Public Elementary and Secondary Schools in 

Pennsylvania, 1682-1969 referred to is MPDF Historic Educational Resources of Pennsylvania, 

From Depression to District Reorganization, 1930 – 1969.  With this Criterion design and 

construction are evaluated for significance and integrity.  Gina M. Douty, Historic Preservation 

Consulting, LLC has determined that while the Colonial or Classical Revival and Modern styles 

fit the architectural stylings of the era they were constructed, there is loss of architectural integrity 

to the site.  While the exterior has a sense of the original building, the loss of the 12/12 wood 

window patterns diminishes the historic appearance.  All buildings and additions would be 

assessed as a whole, and not just the 1939 original building.  The 1951 and 1956 additions are 

included, and there would be a note that the 1960 intermediate school and the 1965 addition have 

been demolished.  There appears to be some loss of original windows and a different window 

configuration is now present on the 1950s additions.  Integrity and significance are also assessed 

for the interior of the building.  This is done when the property is being considered for individual 

listing, as the school building would be, as it does not appear to be in proximity to other historic 

buildings to be included into a potential eligible historic district listing.  While the early circulation 

patterns of the main corridors have been preserved, most of the building finishes and materials are 

contemporary replacements of the original, save for some of the wood trim and interior doors of 
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the 1939 original building.  Overall, the school does not “represent a significant and 

distinguishable entity” of the period of significance.     

 

The East Whiteland Consolidated School/K.D. Markley Elementary School building does not 

appear to meet Criterion B or D.   

 

This building has been classified as a Class Two (2) Historic Resource of East Whiteland 

Township since 1992 – prior to the demolition of the 1960 Intermediate school, the removal of the 

1965 kindergarten addition, and the construction of the 2001 K.D. Markley Elementary School.  It 

is also listed as the East Whiteland Consolidated School on just four acres of land, which may 

confuse users of this resource as there is no longer a school building by that name, and it is a larger 

area that contains the school and its additions and grounds, albeit the loss of some of the building 

to demolition.  The Class Two (2) designation means that the resource may meet standards for 

National Register listing; or the resource is deemed highly significant at the local level.  While it 

is the opinion of Gina M. Douty, Historic Preservation Consulting, LLC that the property does not 

meet standards for a National Register listing, it is recognized that the property holds some 

significance at the local level.  Understandably, buildings such as schools tend to have a high level 

of nostalgia, sentimental value, and pride to the local communities where they are located.   
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(5) Financial documentation, including: 

 

(a) Amount paid for property, date of purchase, and party from whom purchased, 

including a description of the relationship, whether business or familial, if any, 

between the owner and the person from whom the property was purchased. 

 

Over the years, the Great Valley School District and the School District of East 

Whiteland Township had purchased land as the school campus grew.  The property that 

the original school building was built on was located at 47 Church Road and six acres 

were purchased in November 1930 for $7,200.00.  Francis C. and Elizabeth Lathrop 

conveyed this land to the School District of East Whiteland Township.  The Lathrops 

had purchased it only nine months prior from J. Howard Mecke, Jr., and his wife Marie 

McClatchy.  Mr. Mecke was a local real estate developer, and the sale of this land was 

part of a bigger parcel that the Mecke family had owned.  There does not appear to be 

a familial relationship between grantor and grantee.   

 

(b) Assessed value of the land and improvements thereon according to the most recent 

assessment. 

 

See Appendices.   

 

(c) For depreciable properties, a pro forma financial statement prepared by an 

accountant or broker of record. 

 

No pro forma financial statement has been prepared for this property.   

 

(d) All appraisals obtained by the owner in connection with his purchase or financing 

of the property or during his ownership of the property. 

 

No appraisals of late have been obtained by the owner. 

 

(e) Bona fide offers of the property for sale or rent, price asked, and offers received, 

if any. 

 

No bona fide offers have been received for the sale or rent of the property.   

 

(f) Any consideration by the owner as to adaptive uses for property, including the 

historic resources. 

 

Six acres of land were originally purchased in the 1930s to build an elementary school.  

After nearly 60 years and several additional acquired acreages, building additions, 

interior upgrades and alterations, and demolition (1965 addition) to make way for the 

new K.D. Markley Elementary School in the early 2000s, the school building was 

converted into administrative offices for the Great Valley School District.  The school 

district is considering a new fifth and sixth grade educational facility on the site of the 
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historic resource.  Initially, the owner and designer had considered reuse of a portion 

of the historic resource which is the original school building and its 1951 and 1956 

additions adaptively reused as the district office; however, the existing altered layout 

and size may be prohibitive in terms of current educational programming requirements 

and costs.   

 

(6) Statement of potential impact of proposed demolition or alteration on historic 

resources and mitigation measures that have been considered to diminish or 

eliminate any harmful effects that could result.  

 

The applicant, the Great Valley School District, is proposing demolition or alteration to the 

original 1939 East Whiteland elementary school building and its remaining additions to 

design a new educational facility for the school district.  This will have an adverse effect 

on the historic resource; however, the following mitigation measures are recommended 

prior to demolition or alteration. 

 

- The applicant will consider reasonable alterations to the existing property in 

lieu of demolition, including retaining as much of the original building or its 

front façade facing Church Street that are economically responsible and feasible 

within the requirements of contemporary school design programs and building 

codes.  At the very least, the applicant shall consider retaining, reusing, and 

incorporating architectural elements of the 1939 original school building into 

the new building design, such as the gray stone, front doors and pedimented 

entryway, cupola, interior wood doors, and historic interior wall plaques.  

 

- Prior to any demolition or alteration, the building shall be further documented 

with additional photographs keyed to existing site and floor plans. 

 

- Consider reuse of or a version of the name of K.D. Markley for the new facility.   

 

- Develop a fixed history board and/or wall in a public area of the proposed 

facility that displays a brief history of the demolished or altered building and 

property as well as that of the school district.  Early photographs or artifacts, if 

in existence, could be collected from the Chester County Historical Society, 

Great Valley School District, local municipalities that feed into the Great Valley 

School District, and previous students, families, teachers, and facility who have 

personal photographs or mementos related to the school and/or school district.  

A detailed biography of Mrs. Kathryn D. Markley could be included in the 

history, especially if the new facility will be re-named in her honor.  Presenting 

the school and school district in this fashion can sometimes be a far greater way 

to preserve the educational history of the township than retaining the actual 

building, particularly if too much architectural significance and integrity is lost.        
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Appendices 

 



East Whiteland Township Zoning Ordinance 

 

Subsection 200 – 58 

 

G.  Documentation of historic resources.  Upon the direction of the Historical Commission 

pursuant to Subsection F, the applicant for a demolition or alteration permit shall provide an 

historical resource impact study documenting the resource proposed to be demolished or altered.  

Such documentation shall include: 

 

(1) A detailed description of the resource and its context, including topography, vegetation, 

landscaping, driveways, and associated structures and features. 

(2) Detailed site plan of the resource, measured floor plans, and exterior elevations. 

(3) Comprehensive photographic record of the resource and its context. 

(4) Statement of the significance of the resource and its context to the Township and 

environs. 

(5) Financial documentation, including: 

a. Amount paid for property, date of purchase, and party from whom purchased, 

including a description of the relationship, whether business or familial, if any, 

between the owner and the person from who the property was purchased. 

b. Assessed value of the land and improvements thereon according to the most 

recent assessment. 

c. For depreciable properties, a pro forma financial statement prepared by an 

accountant or broker of record. 

d. All appraisals obtained by the owner in connection with his purchase or 

financing of the property or during his ownership of the property. 

e. Bona fide offers of the property for sale or rent, price asked, and offers received, 

if any. 

f. Any consideration by the owner as to adaptive uses for the property, including 

the historic resources. 

(6) Statement of potential impact of proposed demolition or alteration on historic resource 

and mitigation measures that have been considered to diminish or eliminate any 

harmful effects that could result. 
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Unit:
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Number: (Vacant Land)
Qual:
Addl Lot Info:
Assessment: $236,520.00

Parcel: 42-4-83.1-E
Name: (Vacant Land)
Number: $168,000.00
Parcel: 42-4-83.2-E
Number: $10,190,280.00
Title Vested In: School District of East Whiteland Township

Deeds
Book: M-18 Page: 143 Instrument: 

Dated: 12/18/1930 Recorded: 12/18/1930 Consideration: $7,200.00
Grantor: Francis C. Lathrop and Elizabeth C. Lathrop, his wife
Grantee: School District of East Whiteland Township
Info: Deed #1

Book: Y-26 Page: 33 Instrument: 

Dated: 11/10/1954 Recorded: 11/10/1954 Consideration: $18,631.00
Grantor: George J.H. Siebert, singleman
Grantee: School District of East Whiteland Township
Info: Deed #2

Book: E-24 Page: 91 Instrument: 

Dated: 10/19/1948 Recorded: 10/21/1948 Consideration: $2,700.00
Grantor: John McGuiness and Nellie McGuiness, his wife
Grantee: School District of East Whiteland Township
Info: Deed #3
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Book: O-31 Page: 540 Instrument: 

Dated: 10/17/1959 Recorded: 10/17/1959 Consideration: $1.00
Grantor: School District of East Whiteland Township
Grantee: East Whiteland Elementary School Authority
Info: Deed #4 See additional Information for more current deed R-20-288.

Mortgages: NONE 

Judgment: None
Mechanics Liens: None
Municipal Liens: None
Pending Suits: None
County UCC: None
Divorce: None
Estates: None
Restrictions: See Attached
Easements: See Attached
Real Estate Tax Status: Exempt
Bankruptcy/Pacer Search: See Attached (statewide) 
Domestic
Relations Search:

Not Searched. Due to the update of the PA Domestic Relations website, Action Title 
is currently unable to perform this search without full social security number.

Patriot Name Search: See Attached
Tax Map: Attached
Search Dated From: 12/18/1930 To: 03/11/2021
Purchaser: TBD TBD

This discloses liens found in public records in the county in which the premises in question are located.  This search is
based on the recording and indexing systems of such county, and we cannot be held responsible for errors and omissions
of such systems.  By accepting this report you agree that our liability for negligence, mistakes, or omissions is limited to an
aggregate sum not to exceed the fee charged, and waive all rights to sue for damages not in accordance with the
limitations set forth herein.

ACTION TITLE RESEARCH
WWW.ACTIONTITLERESEARCH.COM

Page 4 of 6

3/24/2021



EXCEPTIONS: 

1. Portion of Premises lying in roadbed under and subject to rights of others. 

2. Restriction as in Deed Book N-20 page 199. 

3. Rights granted to Socony-Vacuum Oil Company as in Misc. Deed Book 
83 page 62; Assignment thereof as in Misc. Deed Book 128 page 400. 

4. Rights granted to Socony-Vacuum Oil Company as in Misc. Deed Book 
83 page 63; Assignment thereof as in Misc. Deed Book 128 page 400. 

5. Rights granted to Socony-Vacuum Oil Company as in Misc. Deed Book 
83 page 115; Assignment thereof as in Misc. Deed Book 128 page 400; 
Assignment thereof as in Record Book 7216 page 168. 

6. Rights granted to Philadelphia Electric Company as in Misc. Deed Book 
68 page 509. 

7. Lease as in Misc. Deed Book 158 page 1055; Agreement as to Lease 
Rentals as in Misc. Deed Book 158 page 1072. 

8. Rights granted to Philadelphia Electric Company as in Misc. Deed Book 
276 page 6. 

9. Rights granted to Philadelphia Electric Company as in Record Book 2047 
page 575. 

10. Rights granted to Bell Telephone Company of PA as in Record Book 2167 
page 23. 

11. Rights granted to PECO Energy Co. as in Record Book 3952 page 1655. 

12. Rights granted to Mobil Pipe Line Co as in Record Book 4755 page 2319; 
Assignment thereof in Record Book 7216 page 106. 

13. Partial Release of Right of Way as in Record Book 4803 page 
778; Assignment thereof as in Record Book 7216 page 116. 
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Additional Information
Chain of Title: Attached 

Deed #5 
Book/Page: R-20/288
Grantor: Fidelity Philadelphia Trust Company, Surviving Trustee under Will of John Dobson, 
deceased and sarah D. F. Jeffords and Samuel D. Riddle substituted Co-Trustee under the Will of 
John Dobson, deceased 
Grantee: The School District of the Township of East Whiteland 
Dated: 01/21/1943
Rec: 02/13/1943 
Cons: $50.00
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REQUEST FOR TITLE SEARCH  

 
TO: PA Orders - Action Title Research 

 
  
FROM: Commonwealth Agency, Inc. 

(215) 643-5680 
DATE: March 2, 2021 
RE: Request for Title Search – Purchase 
  
Property Location: 354 Swedesford Road, Exton, PA 19341 

47 Church Road Malvern, PA 19355 
361 Swedesford Road Malvern, PA 19355 

Present Owners: TBD TBD 
  
Borrower(s) TBD TBD 
Seller(s) TBD TBD 
  
  
Title Reference: 42-4-83 AND 42-4-83.1 

42-4-83.2 
42-4-55 

Registry: Chester Registry of Deeds  
  
Other Info: *****FOR NEW JERSEY PURCHASES PLEASE DO NOT PROVIDE BUYER JUDGMENT***** 

  
Bank Reference: TBD 
  
Projected Close Date: April 2, 2021 
  
Please accept this memorandum as a request for a title search on the above captioned property. 
 
Please return the title abstract to this office not later than .  
 
Thank  you for your prompt attention in this matter. 
 
  Very truly yours, 

 

  
    

  Janelle Sithens -CGA 
Our File No.: 2021-1400 



 

 

ORDER SUMMARY 

File Number:   846186 

Effective Date:  3/11/21 

Address:  47 Church Road, Malvern PA 19355 aka 354 Swedesford Road, Exton, PA 19341 

County:  Chester 

Title Vested In:  See Below 

o # of Mortgages 0 

o # of Judgments  0 

o Bankruptcy and Patriot Searches – See attached 

o # of Parcel(s) 3 

ACTION ITEMS 

o Property is comprised of multiple deeds: 
o M18/143 vested in School District of East Whiteland Township, Y26/33 vested in The School District of the 

Township of East Whiteland, E24‐91 vested in The School District of East Whiteland Township, R20/288 

vested in The School District of the Township of East Whiteland 
o Adverse conveyance 031/540 vested in East Whiteland Elementary School Authority 
o Operating Agreement and any amendments thereto of the School District be produced and examined. 
o Certificate of Organization and any amendments thereto of the School District to be produced and filed with 

company. 
o Taxes settled by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania against the School District 
o Certified copy of resolutions from the Board of Directors and approval of the School District 
o EIN School District 
o This Company must be provided with an Inducement Affidavit, signed by all members of the aforesaid 

limited liability company, certifying that (a) they are the only members at the date of execution and delivery 

of the instruments required herein (b) that said company has not been dissolved by a voluntary act, an (c) 

that execution and delivery of the instruments required in the transaction to be insured is in accordance 

with all operative terms of the operating Agreement of said company.  In the event that all members are not 

executing the instruments required herein the aforesaid Inducement Affidavit must recite the appropriate 

section of the Operating Agreement for the company which authorizes specific members 
o 2 of the parcels cover vacant land 
o Property Is currently Real Estate Tax Exempt. 
o Status of Lease 158/1055 to be disclosed 

OF NOTE 

o Searcher references Deed S35/600 no copy was presented 
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