
The 2023 CRSD Summer Read Book Lists are a compilation of recommendations from CRSD librarians, AASL book lists, Reading 
Olympics lists, state award lists and ALA award winners. Like a mirror, some books on the list will help students reflect on their 
culture and help build their identity. Other books will be a window, offering a view into someone else’s life experience. The list 

honors the lives of all our students.

Book Cover Title Author Short Description

Dream, Annie, Dream Waka Brown

In this empowering deconstruction of the so-called American Dream, a twelve-year-old 
Japanese American girl grapples with, and ultimately rises above, the racism and trials of 
middle school she experiences while chasing her dreams. As the daughter of immigrants 

who came to America for a better life, Annie Inoue was raised to dream big. And at the start 
of seventh grade, she’s channeling that irrepressible hope into becoming the lead in her 
school play. So when Annie lands an impressive role in the production of The King and I, 

she’s thrilled . . . until she starts to hear grumbles from her mostly white classmates that she 
only got the part because it’s an Asian play with Asian characters. Is this all people see when 

they see her? Is this the only kind of success they’ll let her have—one that they can tear 
down or use race to belittle? Disheartened but determined, Annie channels her hurt into a 

new dream: showing everyone what she’s made of.

Dear Student Elly Swartz

When Autumn becomes the secret voice of the advice column in her middle school 
newspaper, she is faced with a dilemma—can she give fair advice to everyone, including her 
friends, while keeping her identity a secret? Starting middle school is rough for Autumn after 
her one and only BFF moves to California. Uncertain and anxious, she struggles to connect 
with her new classmates. The two potential friends she meets could not be more different: 
bold Logan who has big ideas and quiet Cooper who’s a bit mysterious. But Autumn has a 

dilemma: what do you do when the new friends you make don’t like each other? When 
Autumn is picked to be the secret voice of the Dear Student letters in the Hillview newspaper, 

she finds herself smack in the middle of a problem, with Logan and Cooper on opposite 
sides. But before Autumn can figure out what to do, the unthinkable happens. Her secret 
identity as Dear Student is threatened. Now, it’s time for Autumn to find her voice and her 

courage and follow her heart, even when it’s divided.

Keeping it Real Paula Chase

Marigold Johnson is looking forward to a future full of family, friends, and fashion—but what 
will she do when it all explodes in her face? When she discovers that her entire life is a lie? 

Marigold Johnson can’t wait to attend a special program at her family’s business, Flexx 
Unlimited, for teens who love fashion. But Mari quickly realizes that she’s out of place 

compared to the three other trainees—and one girl, Kara, seems to hate her on sight.  As 
tension builds and the stakes at the program get higher, Mari uncovers exactly why Kara’s 

been so spiteful. She also discovers some hard truths about herself and her family. 



The Summer of June Jamie Sumner

Twelve-year-old June Delancey is kicking summer off with a bang. She shaves her head and 
sets two goals: she will beat her anxiety and be the lion she knows she can be, instead of the 

mouse everyone sees. And she and her single mama will own their power as fierce, 
independent females. With the help of Homer Juarez, the poetry-citing soccer star who 

believes in June even when she doesn’t believe in herself, she starts a secret library garden 
and hatches a plan to make her dreams come true. But when her anxiety becomes too much, 
everything begins to fall apart. It’s going to take more than a haircut and some flowers to set 

things right. It’s going to take courage and friends and watermelon pie. Forget second 
chances. This is the summer of new beginnings. 

Alias Anna: Zhanna 
Arshanskaya: a 

Biography in verse: A 
True Story of 

Outwitting the Nazis

Susan Hood

A Sydney Taylor Book Award 2023 Middle Grade Notable! The moving true story in verse of 
how young Ukrainian Jewish piano prodigies Zhanna (alias “Anna”) and her sister Frina 
outplayed their pursuers while hiding in plain sight during the Holocaust. A middle grade 

nonfiction novel-in-verse by award-winning author Susan Hood with Greg Dawson (Zhanna’s 
son). She wouldn’t be Zhanna. She’d use an alias. A for Anna. A for alive. When the 

Germans invade Ukraine, Zhanna, a young Jewish girl, must leave behind her friends, her 
freedom, and her promising musical future at the world’s top conservatory. With no time to 
say goodbye, Zhanna, her sister Frina, and their entire family are removed from their home 

by the Nazis and forced on a long, cold, death march. When a guard turns a blind eye, 
Zhanna flees with nothing more than her musical talent, her beloved sheet music, and her 

father’s final plea: “I don’t care what you do. Just live.”  

First Time for 
Everything Dan Santat

A middle grade graphic memoir based on bestselling author and Caldecott Medalist Dan 
Santat's awkward middle school years and the trip to Europe that changed his life. Dan's 
always been a good kid. The kind of kid who listens to his teachers, helps his mom with 

grocery shopping, and stays out of trouble. But being a good kid doesn't stop him from being 
bullied and feeling like he's invisible, which is why Dan has low expectations when his 

parents send him on a class trip to Europe. At first, he's right. He's stuck with the same girls 
from his middle school who love to make fun of him, and he doesn't know why his teacher 
insisted he come on this trip. But as he travels through France, Germany, Switzerland, and 

England, a series of first experiences begin to change him—first Fanta, first fondue, first time 
stealing a bike from German punk rockers... and first love. 



The Elephant in the 
Room Holly Goldberg Sloan

It’s been almost a year since Sila’s mother traveled halfway around the world to Turkey, 
hoping to secure the immigration paperwork that would allow her to return to her family in the 

United States. The long separation is almost impossible for Sila to withstand. But things 
change when Sila accompanies her father (who is a mechanic) outside their Oregon town to 
fix a truck. There, behind an enormous stone wall, she meets a grandfatherly man who only 

months before won the state lottery. Their new alliance leads to the rescue of a circus 
elephant named Veda, and then to a friendship with an unusual boy named Mateo, proving 

that comfort and hope come in the most unlikely of places. 

Born Behind Bars Padma Venkatraman

Kabir has been in jail since the day he was born, because his mom is serving time for a crime 
she didn’t commit. He’s never met his dad, so the only family he’s got are their cellmates, and 

the only place he feels the least bit free is in the classroom, where his kind teacher regales 
him with stories of the wonders of the outside world. Then one day a new warden arrives and 

announces Kabir is too old to stay. He gets handed over to a long-lost “uncle” who 
unfortunately turns out to be a fraud, and intends to sell Kabir. So Kabir does the only thing 
he can–run away as fast as his legs will take him. How does a boy with nowhere to go and 
no connections make his way? Fortunately, he befriends Rani, another street kid, and she 

takes him under her wing. But plotting their next move is hard–and fraught with danger–in a 
world that cares little for homeless, low caste children. This is not the world Kabir dreamed 

of–but he’s discovered he’s not the type to give up. Kabir is ready to show the world that he–
and his mother–deserve a place in it.

Iveliz Explains it All Andrea Beatriz Arango

NEWBERY HONOR AWARD WINNER • In this timely and moving novel in verse, a preteen 
girl navigates seventh grade while facing mental health challenges. A hopeful, poetic story 
about learning to advocate for the help and understanding you deserve. Seventh grade is 

going to be Iveliz’s year. She’s going to make a new friend, help her abuela Mimi get settled 
after moving from Puerto Rico, and she is not going to get into any more trouble at school. . . 

. Except is that what happens? Of course not. Because no matter how hard Iveliz tries, 
sometimes people say things that just make her so mad. And worse, Mimi keeps saying 

Iveliz’s medicine is unnecessary—even though it helps Iveliz feel less sad. But how do you 
explain your feelings to others when you’re not even sure what’s going on yourself? Powerful 

and compassionate, Andrea Beatriz Arango’s debut navigates mental health, finding your 
voice, and discovering that those who really love you will stay by your side no matter what.



A Work in Progress Jarrett Lerner

A young boy struggles with body image in this poignant middle grade journey to self-
acceptance told through prose, verse, and illustration. Will is the only round kid in a school 
full of string beans. So he hides…in baggy jeans and oversized hoodies, in the back row 

during class, and anywhere but the cafeteria during lunch. But shame isn’t the only feeling 
that dominates Will’s life. He’s also got a crush on a girl named Jules who knows he doesn’t 
have a chance with—string beans only date string beans—but he can’t help wondering what 
if? Will’s best shot at attracting Jules’s attention is by slaying the Will Monster inside him by 
changing his eating habits and getting more exercise. But the results are either frustratingly 
slow or infuriatingly unsuccessful, and Will’s shame begins to morph into self-loathing. As he 

resorts to increasingly drastic measures to transform his appearance, Will meets 
skateboarder Markus, who helps him see his body and all it contains as an ever-evolving 

work in progress. 

Answers in the Pages David Levithan

When Donovan left his copy of The Adventurers on the kitchen counter, he didn’t think his 
mom would read it—much less have a problem with it. It’s just an adventure novel about two 
characters trying to stop an evil genius…right? But soon the entire town is freaking out about 

the book’s main characters and Donovan is caught in the middle.  Interweaving three 
connected storylines, David Levithan delivers a bold, fun, and timely story about taking 

action, being brave, and standing up for what’s right. 

60 American Heroes 
Every Kid Should Meet Dennis Denenberg

Sixty remarkable Americans and their inspiring stories are included in this unique book. 
Intended as a starting point for learning more about these important American heroes, each 
biography has a photo-illustrated double-page spread devoted to them. With an updated, 
modern design and Dennis Denenberg and Lorraine Roscoe’s contagious, enthusiastic 

writing style, this book is a great introduction to authentic American heroes. New heroes in 
this edition include Amanda Gorman, Dolly Parton, Fred Rogers, and Kamala Harris. Revised 
by the original authors, the book includes up-to-date websites and book lists, as well as the 

most current biographical information available.

Becoming Muhammad 
Ali: A Novel

James Patterson & Kwame 
Alexander

Before he was a household name, Cassius Clay was a kid with struggles like any other. 
Kwame Alexander and James Patterson join forces to vividly depict his life up to age 

seventeen in both prose and verse, including his childhood friends, the racism he faced, his 
struggles in school, and his discovery of boxing. Readers will learn about Cassius' family and 
neighbors in Louisville, Kentucky, and how, after a thief stole his bike, Cassius began training 

as an amateur boxer at age twelve. Before long, he won his first Golden Gloves bout and 
began his transformation into the unrivaled Muhammad Ali. 



Anne of West Philly Ivy Noelle Weir

Anne of Green Gables with a twist: in this follow-up to Meg, Jo, Beth, and Amy and The 
Secret Garden on 81st Street, this full-color graphic novel moves Anne Shirley to modern-day 

West Philadelphia, where where she finds new friends, new rivals, and a new family. When 
Marilla and Matthew Cuthbert decide to foster a teenage girl for the first time, their lives are 
changed forever. Their redheaded foster daughter, Anne Shirley, is in search of an exciting 

life and has decided that West Philly is where she's going to find it. Armed with a big 
personality and unstoppable creativity, Anne takes her new home by storm as she joins the 
robotics club, makes new friends in Diana and Gilbert, experiences first love, and turns the 

ordinary into the extraordinary. But as Anne starts to get comfortable, she discovers one 
thing she wasn't looking for: a family.

The Fort Gordon Korman

The morning after Hurricane Leo rips through the town of Canaan, residents awaken to 
widespread destruction—power outages, downed branches, uprooted trees, broken 

windows, and damaged roofs. Four eighth grade friends—Evan, Jason, Mitchell, and CJ—
meet to explore the devastation. The tight-knit group is dismayed to find that Evan has 

brought along a stray—Ricky, who is new to their town and school and doesn’t have any 
friends yet.Ricky is the one to find the strange trap door that’s appeared in the middle of the 
woods—the door to an old bomb shelter, unearthed by the hurricane. Inside, the boys find a 
completely intact underground lair, complete with electricity, food, and entertainment (in the 
form of videocassettes). The boys vow to keep the place’s existence to themselves. Things 

soon get tense. Some bad locals keep snooping around. And what started out as a fun place 
to escape soon becomes a serious refuge for one of the kids who is trying to avoid an 

abusive home situation. In order to save the shelter, the friends must keep its secret…and in 
order to save themselves, they’re going to have to share their individual secrets and build the 

safest place they can.

The Canyon’s Edge Dusti Bowling

 A gripping novel in verse about a young girl's struggle for survival after a climbing trip with 
her father goes terribly wrong. One year after a random shooting changed their family 

forever, Nora and her father are exploring a slot canyon deep in the Arizona desert, hoping it 
will help them find peace. Nora longs for things to go back to normal, like they were when her 
mother was still alive, while her father keeps them isolated in fear of other people. But when 
they reach the bottom of the canyon, the unthinkable happens: A flash flood rips across their 
path, sweeping away Nora's father and all of their supplies. Suddenly, Nora finds herself lost 
and alone in the desert, facing dehydration, venomous scorpions, deadly snakes, and, worst 

of all, the Beast who has terrorized her dreams for the past year. If Nora is going to save 
herself and her father, she must conquer her fears, defeat the Beast, and find the courage to 

live her new life. 

Emmy in the Key of 
Code Aimee Lucido

In a new city, at a new school, twelve-year-old Emmy has never felt more out of tune. Things 
start to look up when she takes her first coding class, unexpectedly connecting with the 

material—and Abigail, a new friend—through a shared language: music. But when Emmy 
gets bad news about their computer teacher, and finds out Abigail isn’t being entirely honest 

about their friendship, she feels like her new life is screeching to a halt. Despite these 
obstacles, Emmy is determined to prove one thing: that, for the first time ever, she isn’t a 

wrong note, but a musician in the world’s most beautiful symphony.



Ground Zero Alan Gratz

September 11, 2001, New York City: Brandon is visiting his dad at work, on the 107th floor of 
the World Trade Center. Out of nowhere, an airplane slams into the tower, creating a fiery 

nightmare of terror and confusion. And Brandon is in the middle of it all. Can he survive—and 
escape? September 11, 2020, Afghanistan: Reshmina has grown up in the shadow of war, 

but she dreams of peace and progress. When a battle erupts in her village, Reshmina 
stumbles upon a wounded American soldier named Taz. Should she help Taz—and put 

herself and her family in mortal danger? Two kids. One devastating day. Nothing will ever be 
the same.

School Trip Jerry Craft

New York Times bestselling author Jerry Craft is back with the newest adventures of Jordan, 
Drew, Liam, and all the characters that fans first met in New Kid, winner of the Newbery 
Award and the Coretta Scott King Author Award! Jordan, Drew, Liam, Maury, and their 

friends from Riverdale Academy Day School are heading out on a school trip to Paris. As an 
aspiring artist himself, Jordan can’t wait to see all the amazing art in the famous City of 

Lights. But when their trusted faculty guides are replaced at the last minute, the school trip 
takes an unexpected—and hilarious—turn. Especially when trying to find their way around a 

foreign city ends up being almost as tricky as navigating the same friendships, fears, and 
differences that they struggle with at home. Will Jordan and his friends embrace being 

exposed to a new language, unfamiliar food, and a different culture? Or will they all end up 
feeling like the “new kid”?

Amari and the Night 
Brothers B.B. Alston

Amari Peters has never stopped believing her missing brother, Quinton, is alive. Not even 
when the police told her otherwise, or when she got in trouble for standing up to bullies who 
said he was gone for good. So when she finds a ticking briefcase in his closet, containing a 

nomination for a summer tryout at the Bureau of Supernatural Affairs, she’s certain the 
secretive organization holds the key to locating Quinton—if only she can wrap her head 

around the idea of magicians, fairies, aliens, and other supernatural creatures all being real. 
Now she must compete for a spot against kids who’ve known about magic their whole lives. 
No matter how hard she tries, Amari can’t seem to escape their intense doubt and scrutiny—
especially once her supernaturally enhanced talent is deemed “illegal.” With an evil magician 
threatening the supernatural world, and her own classmates thinking she’s an enemy, Amari 
has never felt more alone. But if she doesn’t stick it out and pass the tryouts, she may never 

find out what happened to Quinton. 


