
CDC: Older teens often text while behind the wheel 
Many.teertsAexl while driving 
More thari.haleof high'school seniarS•in America acir,;ni it that 
they text or email while driving, according to.the firstfederal 
statistics on the dangerous habit. 

• 
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ATLANTA Think your 
teen would never text while 
driving? More than half of high 
school seniors admitted in a 
government survey that they've 
done just that. 

It's the first time the question 
was asked in a teen poll on 
risky behavior, and the finding 
comes amid a renewed federal 
crackdown on distracted driving. 

Texting and cellphOn'e use 
behind the wheel is "a national 
epidemie," Transportation 
Secretary Ray LaHood said 
Thursday 	, 

"We need to teach kids, 
who are the most vulnerable 
drivers, that texting and driving, 
don't mix," LaHood said at a 
Washington news conference 
to. announce pilot projects in 
Delaware and California to 
discourage diStracted driving. 

In the survey, about 58 percent 
of high school seniors said they 
had texted or emailed while 
driving during the previous 
month. About 43 percent of high 
school juniors acknowledged they 
did the same thing. ' . 

"I'm not surprised at all," said 
Vicki Rimasse, a New Jersey 
woman whose son caused a 
fender bender earlier this year 
aft6k:t0*bigAtv4V:.$,400,4dc 
him take a safe-driving class 
after themishap...:,;;;" 

, "I felthke ari idiet;' 4  gala her 
18-year-old son, Dylan YoUng. 
The episode taught him "to be a 
lot more.cautious," although he 
conceded that he sometimes still 
texts behind the wheel. 

The findings released  

Thursday are the first federal 
statistics on how common the • 
dangerous habit is in teeria;"' • .` 
DistracteititiiihigOitha'aid 
most comnion.in teens; blamed' 
for abotiti6 percent of teen " 7' 
motor vehicle deaths. 

Focusing on a cellphone 
instead of the road

, 
 leads to 

delayed reaction times, lane 
swerves and other lapses with 
sometimes fatal consequences, ••  

experts say. 
Thirty-nine states ban 

texting for all age groups, and 
'an-additidnal five States cintlaW 
it for novice teen drivers. And 
authorities arehiereatingly' 
cracking down. In the last 
two weeks, teens in Missouri 
and Massachusetts have been 
sentenced to jail — one for a year 
— for fatal accidents involving 
texting. 

For the survey, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention r, 
last year questioned more than 
15,000 public and priyate high. 
school students across the 
country. Some earlier studies 
had suggested teen texting while 
driying was becoming common 
though Perhaps not quite so high. 

Still, the numbers aren't : 
really surprising, saidAthanda 
Lenhart, a senior researcher 
at the PeW Research Center in 
Washington. She studies how 
teens Use technology 

Opicalfeen sends and 
receives about 100 text niesaageS 
a day, and it's the most common 
way many kids communicate 
with their peers. 

"A lot of teens say 'Well, if the 
car's not moving and I'm at a 
stoplight or I'm stuck in traffic, 
that's OK,"' said Lenhart, who 
has done focus groups with teens 
on the topic. 

Other teens acknowledge that 
it's not safe, but they think it is 
safer if they hold the phone up so 
they can see the road and text at 
the same time, she said. 

The CDC survey didn't ask 
whether the texting or emailing 
was done while the vehicle 
was moving or stopped. The 
survey is conducted every two 
years, but this was the first time 
it asked about texting *hile , 	_ 
driving. 

Young'sfender bender 
' Occurred one winter afternoon 
while he was in crawling traffic 
on his way to a guitar lesson. No 
one was hurt. 

It's frustrating that the 
accident did not break him of the 
habit, Rimasse said. 

Freshmen 	Sophomores 	Juniors 	• Serildrs , 

• NOTE: Survey done in 2011 
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HAVERHILL, Mas.s. CAP) 4•A 	, 
Massachusetts teenager was sentenced 
Wednesday to ,  spend a year in jail for 
a fatal traffic accident that happened 
while he was texting.„  

Aaron Deveau of Haverhill *as .,  
sentenced .to 2% year's behind bars 
with a year to .serve and the remainder • 

• " suspended for-the February 2011 crash 
that took the life of Donald Bowled, 
Jr., 55, of Danville, N.H.; and seriously 
injured Bowley's girlfriend. 

Prosecutors say the then-17-year-
old high school student sent 193 text 
messages the day of the crash, including 
some just a minute or so before impact 
and dozens more after it. 

A Haverhill District Court jury 
convicted Deveau of motor vehicle 
homicide and negligent operation 
while texting. Family members of both 
Deveau and Bowley, sitting just feet , 
from each other in court, cried and 
hugged as the verdict was read. 

Deveau apologized to Bowley's 
family. He was among the first people 
convicted under a law that took effect 
in September 2010 that created the 
criminal charge of texting while driving 
negligently and causing injury. Deveau 
fatedthat charge for the injuries, 
caused to Bowley's girlfriend. 

Now 18, Deveau, who had faced a 
Maximum of four years behind bars, 
also was ordered to perform 40 hours of 
community service and surrender his 
driver's license for 15 years. 

Police say Deveau's car crossed the 
center line on a Haverhill street and 
crashed head-on into Bowley's vehicle. 
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