Metro RESA
School Climate Team

WHO WE ARE

The Metro RESA School Climate Specialists (SCSs) support schools and school districts in building their capacity to create and
sustain positive, responsive, and effective learning environments that engage all students, families, and staff. SCSs will assist
schools as they implement evidence-based models like Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS), and Social-
Emotional Learning (SEL) to establish positive climate in schools.

Through a tiered coaching model, the GaDOE PBIS team provides support and resources to the Metro RESA SCSs team. These
supports and resources then reach the Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) through services from the Metro RESA SCSs. Building
systems in districts is a key element of the work of SCSs, as they assist schools and districts in the alignment of various school
climate initiatives. We are:

Michelle Sandrock, School Climate Specialist Team Lead, Michelle.Sandrock@mresa.org
Primary Districts Served: DeKalb County School District, Fulton County Schools, and
Gwinnett County Public Schools

Leah Black, School Climate Specialist, Leah.Black@mresa.org
Primary Districts Served: Atlanta Public Schools and City Schools of Decatur

Jaime Espinosa, School Climate Specialist, Jaime.Espinosa@mresa.org
Primary Districts Served: Cobb County School District and Rockdale County Public Schools

Dr. Laurel Kinard, School Climate Specialist, Laurel.Kinard@mresa.org
Primary Districts Served: Clayton County Public Schools, Forsyth County Schools, and
State Charter Schools

WHAT WE DO

1. Metro SCSs will assist in the building of professional growth, awareness, and knowledge of school climate initiatives
for all stakeholders;

2. Metro SCSs will assist LEAs in building systems that lead, support, and align school climate initiatives that increase
district capacity; and

3. Metro RESA SCSs will provide guidance, professional development, and coaching to schools and school districts on
school climate initiatives.

HOWWE DO IT

Presentations to
increase awareness
and visibility

Website and social
media presence

Local school
demonstration sites

PBIS walkthroughs

Coaching to support
PBIS implementation
with fidelity

Information sessions
on school climate
services and support

School climate
trainings, workshops,
and professional
development

Resources/Tools to
support school and
district PBIS
implementation

District Leadership
Team support and
capacity building

Evaluation through
data-based decision
making with fidelity
and outcome data
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