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29th annual great preacher award sponsorship opportunities

what:  

Established in 1995, the Great Preacher Award is presented to persons 
who embody the “Holy Preaching” which Dominicans understand as a 
comprehensive and dynamic response to God’s presence in our lives and in the 
world.  We honor preachers who proclaim, in word and deed, the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ and the coming and presence of the reign of God.

why:  

All proceeds from this event will benefit the Aquinas Scholarship Fund which 
enables Aquinas Institute to offer financial aid to future preachers, teachers,  
and Church leaders, many of whom would be otherwise unable to pursue 
theological studies.

when:  

thursday, november 9, 2023 

Cocktails and Dinner 
and the Presentation of the Great Preacher Award

where:  

The event will be held at Hilton St. Louis Frontenac 
1335 S Lindbergh Blvd, St. Louis, MO 63131

Why a Dog with a Torch in his Mouth? 
a little dominican hagiography 

A dog with a burning torch in his mouth has long been associated with  
St. Dominic, the founder of the Order of Preachers. The story linking  
St. Dominic to a dog with a burning torch was first told in The Golden 
Legend (1260), a popular and widely read medieval text on the lives of  
the saints. In his account of the life of St. Dominic, Dominican friar Jacobus 
de Voragine tells us that Juana of Aza, the mother of St. Dominic, had a 
dream about her unborn child.  In her dream, Juana “carried in her womb a 
little dog which held a lighted torch in his mouth, and when the dog came 
forth from her womb, he set fire to the world.” In time, this dream would 
come to be interpreted as a sign of St. Dominic’s call to set the world on fire 
preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

 Yet another interpretation arose with a play on words between the Latin  
word for Dominican friar, Dominicanus and domini canis, translated in Latin 
as “dog of the Lord,” hence, the Dominicans are sometimes referred to as  
“dogs or hounds of the Lord barking out the Gospel of Jesus Christ for the  
salvation of souls.”  Throughout the 800-years history of the Order of  
Preachers, a dog, often with black and white markings, like the black and 
white habit of the friars, can be seen holding a burning torch in his mouth, a 
clever and even humorous symbol of St. Dominic and his friars. 

The Great Preacher Award 



Fr. Paul Whittington, OP 
Pastor, St. Katharine Drexel Parish,  
Chicago, Illinois

Fr. Paul Whittington, O.P., the son of the late Charles and 
Nola Whittington, was born and raised in Marksville, 
Louisiana. The third of five children, he was educated by  
the Sisters of the Holy Family of New Orleans in his early 
years and attended the Divine Word Seminaries in Bay  
St. Louis, Mississippi and East Troy, Wisconsin for  
high school. He graduated from Xavier University of 
Louisiana in 1990 with a B.A. in English Education.

Fr. Paul entered the novitiate of the Order of Preachers (the Dominicans) in San Antonio, 
Texas, in 1990. He professed simple vows in 1991 as a member of the Dominican Province of 
St. Albert the Great. He then moved to St. Louis, Missouri to begin theological studies at the 
Aquinas Institute of Theology in preparation for ordination to the priesthood.

Fr. Paul professed solemn vows in 1995 and graduated with a Master of Divinity degree from 
Aquinas Institute of Theology in 1997 and was ordained to the priesthood in that same year. 
He began graduate studies at Dominican University in River Forest, Illinois and graduated in 
2002 with a M.A. degree in Educational Administration.

In his 25-plus years as a Dominican friar, Fr. Paul has served in various assignments; as a high 
school teacher and guidance counselor, and a pastor. In internal ministry to his religious 
community, he has served as Prior, Sub-Prior, Vicar for Healthcare, Director of the Dominican 
Shrine of St. Jude and Formation Director.

Fr. Paul currently serves as the Pastor of St. Katherine Drexel in Chicago. He is also the 
Promoter of Permanent Formation for the Province of St. Albert the Great. In this role, he is 
responsible for the continuing education and formation of all Dominican friars in the Province. 
Fr. Paul is a member of the Intellectual Life Commission of the Province and also serves as 
Secretary to the Provincial Council.

Fr. Paul is blessed with an anointing on his life. As his schedule permits, he travels around the 
country as a revivalist, retreat director, and parish supply priest.
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The Honorees

Most Reverend Mitchell T. Rozanski 
Archbishop of St. Louis

Archbishop Rozanski was born in Baltimore, Maryland, on 
Aug. 6, 1958, the first of three sons born to Alfred and Jean 
Rozanski. The family lived in Fells Point, Maryland, where 
they attended Holy Rosary Parish. After graduating from  
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel High School (Essex), he received his 
undergraduate degree from the Catholic University of America 
before entering the Theological College at the Catholic 
University of America, where he received seminary training. 
He was ordained a priest of the Archdiocese of Baltimore in 
1984 served for 20 years in parishes throughout the Archdiocese.

On July 3, 2004, Pope John Paul II appointed him Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore. He was ordained a bishop on Aug. 24, 2004 and at the time, he was the youngest 
bishop in the United States. In 2014, Pope Francis appointed him as bishop of the Diocese of 
Springfield, Massachusetts. 

Archbishop Rozanski serves on the board of Cross Catholic Outreach and is the Roman 
Catholic co-chair of the Polish National Catholic/Roman Catholic Dialogue, a position he’s 
held since November 2017. He also serves on the Advisory Council of the National Association 
of Catholic Chaplains, the USCCB subcommittee on Hispanic Affairs and the National 
Catholic Partnership on Disability.

Archbishop Rozanski has served on the National Committee for the Protection of Youth and 
Young People, the National Advisory Council of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops (USCCB), and the Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs Committee of the USCCB. 
Archbishop Rozanski is a member of the Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus, a Knight 
Commander of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, Northeast 
Lieutenancy, and as episcopal moderator of the National Association of Holy Name Societies.

Archbishop Rozanski has served as the 10th Archbishop of St. Louis since Aug. 25, 2020. Since 
coming to St. Louis, the Archbishop has highlighted the need for greater evangelization. 
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Event Committee and Past Recipients 

great preacher award past recipients

1995   Reverend James Cormack, C.M.

1996   Joseph Cardinal Bernardin g

1997   Monsignor James T. Telthorst g

1998   Reverend John F. Kavanaugh, SJ g

1999   Most Reverend Paul A. Zipfel g

2000   Reverend Gary Braun

2001   Sr. Joan Delaplane, OP

2002   Wilton Cardinal Gregory

2003   Reverend Donald R. Wester

2004   Reverend Joseph Kempf

2005   Monsignor William A. Drennan g

2006   Reverend Dale Wunderlich

2007   Reverend James Krings g

2008   Monsignor Patrick Hambrough

2009   Monsignor Vincent Bommarito

2010   Francis Cardinal George, OMI g

2011   Reverend Mr. Dennis Chitwood

2012   Most Reverend J. Terry Steib, SVD

2013   Monsignor Michael E. Turek, VF

2014   Bishop Emeritus Robert J. Shaheen g

2015   Most Reverend Robert Barron

2016    Monsignor William J. Hitpas  
and Reverend John Rogers Vien

2017    Reverend Edward Stanger  
and Reverend Jeffrey H. Goeckner

2018    Monsignor John Costello  
and Reverend Matthew O’Toole

2019    Very Reverend Charles E. Bouchard, OP 
and Reverend Craig Holway

2020    Reverend Harry Byrne, OP  
and Reverend Jude Siciliano, OP

2021    Sr. Mary Catherine Hilkert, OP  
and Fr. Ralph Siefert, SM g

2022    Monsignor James Ramacciotti 
and Reverend Edward Foley, OFM Cap 

  g  Deceased

 2023 great preacher award committee

Chairs

George Avila

Mary L. Hill

Committee

Fr. Patrick Baikauskas, OP

Jennie Weiss Block, OP

Angie and Dale Doerr

Sr. Mary Haddad, RSM

Joseph R. Impicciche

Joyce Jones

Laura Kaiser

Steve Mackin

Daniel L. O’Brien

David and Diane Snively

Fr. Mark Wedig, OP
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Great Preacher Award Sponsorship Opportunities

Friends of Dominic – $10,000
F     Two tables of ten, preferred seating

F     Sponsor name and logo acknowledged in the event program 
and on the Aquinas Institute website

F     Full page color ad in event program with your logo  
and messaging

F     Two exclusively branded social media posts

Friends of Catherine of Siena – $5,000
F     One table of ten, preferred seating

F     Sponsor name and logo acknowledged in the event program 
and on the Aquinas Institute website

F     Half page color ad in event program with your logo  
and messaging

F     One exclusively branded social media post

Friends of Albert the Great – $2,500
F     One table of ten, preferred seating

F     Name acknowledged in the event program

To purchase sponsorships and tickets, please visit 

ai.edu/GPA

or please contact Diane Henderson at  

314.256.8856 or Henderson@ai.edu

individual tickets are also available – $300 and $185

 

Friends of Thomas Aquinas Presenting Sponsor – $25,000

F    Two tables of ten, preferred seating

F    Sponsor name listed on event invitation

F      Sponsor name and logo acknowledged in the event program and on the  
Aquinas Institute website

F    Full page color ad in event program with your logo and messaging 

F    Two exclusively branded social media posts
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Program Advertising

Sponsor Advertising:
Friends of Thomas Aquinas  
Presenting Sponsor – $25,000 
Includes full page color ad and other benefits listed  

on page 5.

Friends of Dominic – $10,000 
Includes full page color ad and other benefits listed  

on page 5.

Friends of Catherine of Siena – $5,000
Includes half page color ad and other benefits listed  

on page 5.

Program Advertising:

Program Trim Size:  7" x 9" 

Ad Size Width  Height Cost

Full Page  7"  x  9" $500

Half Page (vertical)  3.125"  x  8.5" $300

Half Page (horizontal)  6.5"  x  4.125" $300

Quarter Page 3.125"  x  4.125" $150

Congratulations Wall Message (thirty word limit)  $50   

 
Full Page Bleed Ads:  Extend bleed .125” past trim on all sides. Keep all live matter  
.25” away from trim edges.

Digital Specifications:  High resolution, press-optimized PDF files with crop marks  
required. Fonts must be embedded. Convert all colors to CMYK, minimum 300 dpi.

Ad Design Service:  Email copy, logo and/or photos. Logos should be provided in vector  

format or high resolution jpg. Logos and images should CMYK and a minimum of 300 dpi.

artwork submission deadline: october 14th

 Email all materials to Erin Hammond at hammond@ai.edu

For ad design services, email content no later than October 10th 

 For Congratulations Wall messages, email copy no later than October 14th

To purchase an advertisement or sponsorship,  

please visit ai.edu/GPA

or please contact Diane Henderson at  

314.256.8856 or Henderson@ai.edu
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Founded in 1925, Aquinas Institute of Theology is a Catholic graduate school  
of theology. Sponsored by the Dominican Province of St. Albert the Great,  
we are firmly rooted in the rich intellectual tradition of the 800-year old  
Order of Preachers. 

At the heart of all our programs is the unique Dominican approach to education 
that holds as its primary purpose a search for Veritas, the One who is Truth 
himself, our Lord Jesus, whom we seek to encounter in all our programs, 
coursework and campus life. 

Aquinas Institute is a Center for Institutional Studies, designated by the Order of 
Preachers to form Dominican friars in order to carry out its mission of preaching 
the gospel for the salvation of every person. We serve two distinct, complementary 
constituencies: Dominican student brothers preparing for ordination to the 
priesthood and pastoral ministry, as well as priests, religious sisters, and lay 
men and women preparing for careers in service to the Christian community 
or advanced academic studies. We welcome diversity and those of other faith 
traditions. We offer multiple graduate degrees and certificate programs in a  
variety of formats to accommodate the needs of our students, and we are known 
for our signature programs in Health Care Mission and our Doctor of Ministry  
in Preaching.   

Our life at Aquinas Institute is organized around what Dominicans call the 
“Holy Preaching.” We place our theological study at the service of the ministry of 
preaching, which is understood in a very broad sense, not as a discrete experience 
confined to a few minutes from the pulpit, but rather as an expression of our 
shared life where as a community, we seek to make a comprehensive and dynamic 
response to God’s presence in our lives and in the world. Aquinas is a close-knit 
community, where professors and students learn from one another and we seek 
God, engage in dialogue, and share life together; all leading towards our primary 
goal of preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ in word and in deed.

George Avila
Jennie Weiss Block, OP
Fr. Wayne Cavalier, OP
Fr. Vincent Dávila, OP
Fr. Augustine DeArmond, OP
Angie Doerr
Mary Etrick
Steve J. Givens
Mary L. Hill
Lucie F. Huger
Fr. Patrick Hyde, OP
Fr. Roberto Merced, OP
Fr. Louis Morrone, OP
Brian P. Reardon
John Sauer
Br. Joseph Trout, OP
Kristin Tucker
Fr. John Rogers Vien 
Brian Yanofchick

Fr. Mark E. Wedig, OP 
President

Fr. Michael A. Mascari, OP 
Academic Dean and  
Vice-President

Fr. Patrick Baikauskas, OP
Vice-President of  
Institutional Advancement

Dr. Carolyn Wright
Faculty Representative

aquinas institute of theology  
board of trustees

the aquinas way

23 south spring avenue  |  saint louis, missouri  63108  |  314.256.8800  |   give@ai.edu  |   www.ai.edu

Daniel L. O’Brien  
Chair

Barbara Thibodeau
Vice-Chair


