
A  P u b lic a t io n  o f  th e  M il lb ro o k  C e n t ra l  S c h o o l D is t r ic t N o v em b e r  9 , 2 020  - Is su e  2

C a l k i n s  J o i n s  D i s t r i c t  
i n  T e c h -D r i v e n  R o l e

O n  Tu e s d a y , O c to b e r  6 , 2 0 2 0 , t h e  M illb ro o k  C e n t ra l S c h o o l  
D is t r ic t  B o a rd  o f  E d u c a t io n  a p p ro v e d  a  h y b r id  le a rn in g  m o d e l  
(a  c o m b in a t io n  o f  in -p e rs o n  a n d  re m o te  le a rn in g ) w ith  a n   
im p le m e n ta t io n  d a te  o f  N o v e m b e r  2 .  F am ilie s  c o m p le te d  a  
m a n d a to r y  s u r v e y  b y  O c to b e r  1 3  to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  
h o w  th e y  w o u ld  lik e  t h e ir  c h ild (re n ) to  re tu rn  to  s c h o o l.  
T h e  D is t r ic t  o ff e re d  fam ilie s  tw o  c h o ic e s  fo r  le a rn in g :  
h y b r id  (A A R B B ) o r  fu lly  re m o te .

T h e  h y b r id  le a rn in g  m o d e l in c lu d e s  2  d a y s  o f  in -p e rs o n  le a rn in g  
a n d  3  d a y s  o f  v ir t u a l le a rn in g . S tu d e n t s  w h o  a re  fu lly  re m o te  
re c e iv e  1 0 0%  o f  in s t ru c t io n  v ir t u a lly .  W h e th e r  it  is  a  fu lly  re m o te  

s tu d e n t  o r  a  h y b r id  s tu d e n t  b o th  m o d e ls  re q u ire  s tu d e n t s  to  fo llo w  a  s e t  d a ily  s c h e d u le  
a n d  p a r t ic ip a te  in  b o th  s y n c h ro n o u s  a n d  a s y n c h ro n o u s  le a rn in g .  R e g a rd le s s  o f  t h e  m o d e l 
c h o s e n  b y  fam ilie s , W e d n e s d a y s  a re  re m o te  fo r  m o s t  s tu d e n t s . 

F am ilie s  w e re  a s k e d  to  fu lly  c o m m it  to  t h e  le a rn in g  
m o d e l t h e y  c h o s e  u n t il J a n u a r y  2 9 , 2 0 2 1 , a n d  w ill  
s u b s e q u e n t ly  b e  a s k e d  w h ic h  m o d e l t h e y  p re fe r  fo r   
t h e  th ird  q u a r te r  o f  t h e  s c h o o l y e a r. 

T h e  M illb ro o k  C e n t ra l S c h o o l D is t r ic t  is  p ro u d  to   
re p o r t  t h a t  it  s u c c e s s fu lly  la u n c h e d  p h a s e  o n e  o f  
it s  h y b r id  (A A R B B ) le a rn in g  m o d e l.  L a s t  w e e k  th e  
D is t r ic t  w e lc o m e d  th e  B lu e  C o h o r t  (A A ) - G ra d e s  K ,1 ,3 ,6 ,9  &  1 2  la s t  
M o n d a y  a n d  Tu e s d a y , t h e  G ra y  C o h o r t  (B B ) - G ra d e s  K ,1 ,3 ,6 ,9  &  1 2  a n d  th e  B la z e r  C o h o r t  
- G ra d e s  K ,1 ,3 ,6 -1 2  a ll fi v e  d a y s .  S tu d e n t s  w e re  e x c it e d ly  g re e te d  u p o n  a r r iv a l b y  B u ild in g  
a n d  D is t r ic t  L e a d e rs h ip  a n d  m u lt ip le  s t a ff  m e m b e rs .  

F o r  t h e  in -p e rs o n  le a rn e rs , t im e  is  b e in g  s p e n t  o n  le a rn in g  n e w  s a fe t y  a n d  h e a lth  p ro c e -
d u re s  a n d  g e t t in g  to  k n o w  e a c h  o th e r  a n d  th e ir  t e a c h e rs .  W e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  p h a s e  tw o  
- T O D AY !! - w h e n  th e  re s t  o f  t h e  g ra d e s  jo in  u s  in -p e rs o n  m a k in g  u s  a  fu ll h y b r id  m o d e l.    

S u p e r in te n d e n t  L a u ra  th a n k s  e v e r y o n e  fo r  t h e ir  u n d e r-
s t a n d in g  a n d  p a t ie n c e  a s  s h e  a n d  th e  M illb ro o k  C S D  s t a ff  
c o n t in u e  to  c re a te  a  s a fe  e n v iro n m e n t  fo c u s in g  o n  h e a lth , 
w e lln e s s , e d u c a t io n , a n d  y o u th  d e v e lo p m e n t . “T h e s e  a re  
n o t  e a s y  d e c is io n s  to  m a k e , b u t  p le a s e  k n o w  th a t  w e  
m a d e  th e m  w ith  th e  b e s t  in te re s t  o f  a ll o f  o u r  s tu d e n t s , 
t e a c h e rs , s t a ff , a n d  p a re n t s  in  m in d .  C O V ID -1 9  b ro u g h t  
c h a lle n g e s , b u t  it  d id n ’t  s to p  u s  b e c a u s e  w e  a re   
#M illb ro o k S t ro n g !” s h e  s a id .

D i s t r i c t  B e g i n s  H y b r i d  M o d e l  

K ir s t e n  C a lk in s  
jo in e d  M illb ro o k  
t h is  y e a r  a s  a n  
In s t ru c t io n a l 
 Te c h n o lo g y   
S p e c ia lis t , a   
n e w  p o s it io n   
c re a te d  t o   

s u p p o r t  e d u c a to r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  w it h  
t h e  u s e  o f  c la s s ro o m  te c h n o lo g y .

“M y  ro le  a s  a n  In s t ru c t io n a l Te c h n o lo g y  
S p e c ia lis t  is  s o  d iv e r s e , t h a t  is  p a r t ly  w h y  
I lo v e  it  s o  m u c h ,” C a lk in s  s a id . “M y  ro le  
is  o n e  o f  in n o v a t io n , t ra in in g , s u p p o r t , 
a n d  e n c o u ra g e m e n t .”

D is t r ic t  s t a ff  k n e w  th e y  n e e d e d  a          
s p e c ia lis t  in  e d u c a t io n a l t e c h n o lo g y , 
n o t  ju s t  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  h y b r id  le a rn in g   
m o d e ls  s c h o o ls  h a v e  h a d  to  o ff e r, b u t  
a ls o  b e c a u s e  t h e y  u n d e rs t a n d  s t u d e n t s  
a n d  s t a ff  n e e d  a c c e s s  t o  g o o d  t ra in in g , 
t o o ls , a n d  in s t ru c t io n a l o p p o r t u n it ie s   
fo r  t h e  t e c h n o lo g y  t o  b e  e ff e c t iv e .

C a lk in s  s a id , “M illb ro o k  is  v e r y  fo rw a rd - 
t h in k in g  a n d  in n o v a t iv e .”  S h e  p ra is e d  
t h e  s t a ff  fo r  b e in g  s t u d e n t-fo c u s e d   
a n d  e m b ra c in g  n e w  id e a s  a n d   
p ro g ram s .

C a lk in s  h o p e s  to  c re a te  n e w  o p p o r tu n i-
t ie s  fo r  s tu d e n t s  s u c h  a s  d e v e lo p in g  a n  
E s p o r t s  te am  a n d  p ro v id in g  v ir tu a l fi e ld  
t r ip s .  S h e  a ls o  p la n s  to  o ff e r  p ro fe s s io n a l 
d e v e lo p m e n t  fo r  s t a ff  a n d  to  c o lla b o ra te  
w ith  th e   c o m m u n it y  to  a d d re s s  o n lin e  
e d u c a t io n  a n d  s a fe t y ,” s h e  s a id . 

S h e  b e lie v e s  t e c h n o lo g y  s h o u ld  e n h a n c e  c la s s ro o m  w o rk  w h ile  d e v e lo p in g  s t u d e n t s ’  p ro b le m -s o lv in g  s k ills , c r it ic a l t h in k in g  
a b ilit ie s , a n d  in n o v a t iv e  t h o u g h t  p ro c e s s e s , w h ic h  w ill p re p a re  t h e m  fo r  fu t u re  s u c c e s s .

“F in d in g  w h a t  b e s t  s u it s  s t u d e n t  a n d  e d u c a to r  n e e d s  h a s  a lw a y s  b e e n  th e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  p ie c e  o f  t e c h n o lo g y  im p le m e n ta t io n ,” 
s h e  s a id . C a lk in s  a d d e d , “M a n y  d is t r ic t s  in t ro d u c e  t e c h n o lo g y  h a p h a z a rd ly , b u t  it ’s  n o t  a b o u t  t h e  c o o le s t  o r  n e w e s t , it ’s  a b o u t  
fi n d in g  t e c h n o lo g y  t h a t  a llo w s  fo r  e d u c a t io n a l g ro w th .”

“T h is  d is t r ic t  h a s  a n  in c re d ib ly  t a le n te d  a n d  e n th u s ia s t ic  s t a ff  w h ic h  m a k e s  m y  jo b  s o  m u c h  e a s ie r,” C a lk in s  s a id . “I lo v e  t h is   
M illb ro o k  S t ro n g  a t t it u d e .”

A  fo rm e r  F re n c h  te a c h e r, C a lk in s  s aw  te c h n o lo g y ’s  p o te n t ia l a n d  w o rk e d  to  b e c o m e  G o o g le  a n d  In te rn a t io n a l S o c ie t y  fo r   
Te c h n o lo g y  in  E d u c a t io n  c e r t ifi e d  w h ic h  le a d  h e r  to  h e r  c u r re n t  ro le .  “I t o o k  a  s u rp r is in g  c ra z y  ro u te  to  g e t  h e re ,” C a lk in s  s a id . 

      

   
H e l l o  M i l l b r o o k  F a m i l i e s !  
We a re  o ff  to  a  g rea t  b eg in n in g  o f o u r h yb rid  le a rn in g  m o d e l! A s  w e  g row  th is  m o d e l w e  w ill  
c o n t in u e  to  a sse ss  a n d  refin e  a lo n g  th e  w a y.  Th a n k  yo u  fo r c om p le t in g  th e  D a ily  H ea lth  S c re en e r 
- yo u  a ll a re  d o in g  a n  am a z in g  jo b  - B ra vo  to  YO U !   P lea se  rem em b e r th a t  m ea ls  a re  fre e  to  a ll 
s tu d en ts  18  a n d  u n d e r w h o  re s id e  w ith in  o u r d is tric t  b o rd e rs.  If  yo u  h a ve  q u e st io n s, c o n ta c t  o u r 

D ire c to r o f Fo o d  S e rv ic e s, H o lly  H ea d y  a t  (845) 677-4200  x  1137  o r h o lly.h ea d y@m illb ro o kc sd .o rg .  A n d  w h ile  w e  
a re  ta lk in g  a b o u t  Fo o d  S e rv ic e s, I w a n t  to  p u b lic ly  a n d  fo rm a lly  th a n k  a n d  a p p la u d  th is  team  fo r th e ir  h a rd  w o rk   
a n d  d ed ic a t io n  to  p ro v id in g  h ea lth y  m ea ls  to  s tu d en ts  in  o u r c om m un ity  e ve ry  d a y  o f th e  w eek .  Th is  is  a n   
e x tra o rd in a ry  fea t  a n d  m a ke s  m e  e ven  m o re  p ro u d  to  b e  a  p a r t  o f th is  ve ry  sp e c ia l, k in d , a n d  g iv in g  c om m un ity. 
A s  a lw a ys, w e  g en u in e ly  a p p re c ia te  yo u r p a t ien c e  a n d  flex ib ilit y  d u rin g  th e se  tu rb u len t  t im e s.

S t a y  w e l l .   O n w a r d !!   L a u ra ,  Yo u r P ro u d  Su p e rin ten d en t  o f S c h o o ls



A ll s t u d e n t s  w ill b e  r e m o t e  o n  th is  d a y , W e d n e s d a y , N o v e m b e r  1 8 th . T h e y  w ill re m o te ly  jo in  c la s s ro o m  m o rn in g   
m e e t in g s /h o m e ro o m -b a s e  s o  th a t  t e a c h e rs  c a n  t a k e  a t te n d a n c e  a n d  th e n  s tu d e n t s  w ill h a v e  in d e p e n d e n t ,  
a s y n c h ro n o u s  w o rk  to  c o m p le te .

T h e  d a y  a f te r  P a re n t-Te a c h e r  c o n fe re n c e s  is  T h u rs d a y , N o v e m b e r  1 9 th . T h a t  w ill b e  a  re g u la r  h y b r id  s c h o o l d a y  w ith  
o u r  G ra y  C o h o r t  &  B la z e r  C o h o r t  a t te n d in g  in -p e rs o n  in s t ru c t io n  a n d  o u r  B lu e  C o h o r t  a t te n d in g  c la s s e s  re m o te ly . I t  
w ill a ls o  b e  a  D a y  5  in  t h e  s ix -d a y  c y c le . 

P a re n t -Te a c h e r  C o n fe re n c e s  w ill t a k e  p la c e  re m o te ly  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  N o v e m b e r  1 8 t h . M e e t in g  t im e s  w ill b e  
o ff e re d  d u r in g  t h e  d a y  a n d  e v e n in g  o n  t h a t  W e d n e s d a y . 

W e d n e s d a y  N o v e m b e r  1 8 t h :  P a r e n t  -T e a c h e r  C o n f e r e n c e s

A l l  S c h o o l s  - D a y t im e  M e e t i n g s :  
8 : 4 5 a m  - 2 : 4 5 p m

E lm /A l d e n  - E v e n i n g  M e e t i n g s :  
6 : 0 0 p m  - 8 : 0 0 p m

M S /H S  - E v e n i n g  M e e t i n g s :  
7 : 0 0 p m  - 9 : 0 0 p m

M illb ro o k  C S D , lik e  a ll s c h o o l d is t r ic t s ,  
h a s  h a d  to  a d ju s t  to  n e w  le a rn in g   
p ra c t ic e s  d u r in g  th e  C O V ID -1 9   
p a n d e m ic , w h ic h  in v o lv e s  s tu d e n ts  
u s in g  n e w  te c h n o lo g y .

“T h is  y e a r, th e  D is t r ic t  in t ro d u c e d  it s  
fo rm a l 1 -to -1  C h ro m e b o o k  p ro g ram   
fo r  M illb ro o k  M id d le  S c h o o l a n d  g a v e  
s tu d e n ts , fro m  a ll g ra d e  le v e ls , p e rs o n a lly   
a s s ig n e d  C h ro m e b o o k s ,”  s a id  E llio t  
G a rc ia , D ire c to r  o f  Te c h n o lo g y  a n d  D a ta  
S e r v ic e . P r io r  to  th is  s c h o o l y e a r  o n ly  
th e  M illb ro o k  H ig h  S c h o o l h a d  a  1 -to -1  
C h ro m e b o o k  p ro g ram .

“T h e  D is t r ic t  n e e d e d  to  d o u b le  it s  b a n d -
w id th  c a p a c it y  a n d  is  c u r re n t ly  u p g ra d in g  
th e  fi re w a ll a n d  w ire le s s  in fra s t ru c tu re  a t  
E lm  D r iv e  E le m e n ta r y  S c h o o l to  s u p p o r t  
th e  o n lin e  in s t ru c t io n  a n d  in c re a s e d   
c o m p u te r  u s e ,” G a rc ia  s a id . 

“A ll o f  o u r  p la n n in g  is  b e in g  d o n e  to  
s u s ta in  th is  m o d e l a s  lo n g  a s  is  n e c e s s a r y ,” 
G a rc ia  s a id .

“T h e  D is t r ic t ’s  p r im a r y  in s t ru c t io n a l p la t-
fo rm  is  G o o g le  C la s s ro o m  a n d  K in d e r-
g a r te n  s tu d e n ts  u s e  S e e s aw , a  p la t fo rm  
sp e c ifi c a lly  g e a re d  to w a rd  y o u n g e r  
c h ild re n ,” G a rc ia  s a id .  H e  a d d e d  th e  
D is t r ic t  is  u p g ra d in g  to  G o o g le  E n te rp r is e  
fo r  E d u c a t io n , w h ic h  w ill a llo w  s ta ff  to  u s e  
p re m iu m  fe a tu re s  o n  th a t  p la t fo rm .

“A d d it io n a lly  w e  h a v e  b e e n  e x p lo r in g  
o th e r  in s t ru c t io n a l s o ftw a re  p a c k a g e s  to  
s u p p o r t  re m o te  a n d  h y b r id   in s t ru c t io n  
w ith  re c o m m e n d a t io n s  a n d  re q u e s ts  
c o m in g  fro m  o u r  te a c h e rs ,” h e  s a id .  
“W e  a ls o  h a v e  th e  v a s t  m a jo r it y  o f th e  
s o ftw a re  p a c k a g e s  u s e d  la s t  y e a r  th a t   
a re  s t ill a v a ila b le  fo r  u s e .”

G a rc ia  a n d  h is  s ta ff  p re p a re d  fo r  th e   
N o v e m b e r 2  s ta r t  o f  th e  D is t r ic t ’s  h y b r id - 
le a rn in g  m o d e l s in c e  M a y  in c lu d in g   
a c q u ir in g  a d d it io n a l c o m p u t in g  d e v ic e s  
fo r  s tu d e n ts  a n d  s ta ff .

“W e ’v e  b e e n  w o rk in g  h a rd  to  m a k e  s u re  
w e  h a d  e n o u g h  d e v ic e s  fo r  a ll s tu d e n ts  
a n d  s ta ff  a n d  b o ls te re d  o u r  n e tw o rk   
in fra s t ru c tu re  to  s u p p o r t  a ll o f  th e m ,” 
G a rc ia  s a id . 

G a rc ia  a n d  h is  s ta ff  p u rc h a s e d  1 8 5  
C h ro m e b o o k s  fo r  th e  c u r re n t  s c h o o l  
y e a r. “T h e y  w e re  o r ig in a lly  m e a n t  to  
re p la c e  o th e r  d e v ic e s , b u t  p la n s  c h a n g e d  
o n c e  th e  C O V ID -1 9  p a n d e m ic  s t ru c k ,”  
G a rc ia  s a id .

“W e  m a d e  th e  d e c is io n  to  re ta in  a ll  
d e v ic e s  p re v io u s ly  in te n d e d  to  b e   
e x c e s s e d  o r  re p la c e d  in  o rd e r  to  h a v e  
e n o u g h  to  c o v e r  e v e r y  g ra d e  le v e l,”  
 G a rc ia  s a id .

D u r in g  th e  s p r in g , m id d le  s c h o o l  
s tu d e n ts  w e re  a s s ig n e d  C h ro m e b o o k s  
fo r  d a ily  u s e , b u t  th e  c o m p u te rs  w e re  
k e p t  a t  s c h o o l a n d  s to re d  in  c a r t s  a t  th e  
e n d  o f e a c h  s c h o o l d a y , G a rc ia  s a id . “N o w  
s tu d e n ts  h a v e  th e  C h ro m e b o o k s  w ith  
th e m  a t  a ll t im e s , w h e th e r  fo r  in -p e rs o n  
e d u c a t io n  o r  a t  h o m e .”

“T h o se  in  liv e  a t te n d a n c e  w ill t a k e  th e m  
h o m e  e v e r y  d a y  th a t  th e y ’re  h e re ,”  
G a rc ia  s a id .

“In  th e  p re -C O V ID  1 9  w o r ld , te c h n o lo g y  
e n h a n c e d  a n d  s u p p o r te d  le a rn in g , b u t  
h a s  s in c e  b e c o m e  th e  p r im a r y  m e th o d   
o f  in s t ru c t io n  fo r  s tu d e n ts ,” G a rc ia  s a id .  
H e  h o p e s  s o m e  o f th e  p o s it iv e  te c h n iq u e s  
a n d  to o ls  im p le m e n te d  d u r in g  th is  t im e  
w ill e n h a n c e  in s t ru c t io n a l p ra c t ic e s  in  th e  
fu tu re  e v e n  w h e n  th e  D is t r ic t  re tu rn s  to  
fu ll in -p e rs o n  c la s s e s .

”A  b ig  p a r t  o f  o u r  p ro c e s s  h a s  b e e n  to  
p ro v id e  a ll te a c h e rs  a n d  le a rn e rs  w ith  th e  
to o ls  a n d  re s o u rc e s  th e y  n e e d  to  im p ro v e  
th e ir  te c h n o lo g ic a l p ro fi c ie n c y  in  o rd e r   
to  th r iv e  in  th e  c u r re n t  e n v iro n m e n t ,”  
G a rc ia  s a id .  
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