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Unit Overview Template
Content Area: Social Studies Grade

Level:
4 Unit

Title:
Appreciating
Diversity

Unit Summary: One of the most critical human traits attributed to citizenship is appreciating the
diversity of the various cultures associated with the people of the United States. This unit makes
connections with the diversity of our students, the characters within the stories and textbooks studied,
both historical fiction and non-fiction, and the holocaust. The enduring understanding is for our
students to gain an appreciation for each other's unique abilities.
Primary Interdisciplinary Connections:  Social Studies and Language Arts
21st Century Themes X Creativity and Innovation X Critical Thinking and Problem Solving ☐
ICT Literacy
☐ Information Literacy X Life and Career Skills X Communication and Collaboration ☐Media
Literacy
Unit
Rationale:

Students will learn how to be tolerant of each other’s differences.

Career
Readiness
(Standard 9):

Students will learn how to organize their thoughts visually to communicate ideas.

Learning Targets
Standards: 6.1 U.S. History: America in theWorld: All students will acquire the

knowledge and skills to think analytically about how past and present interactions
of people, cultures, and the environment shape the American heritage. Such
knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that reflect
fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local,
national, and global communities.
NJSLSA.R5 ELA: Craft and Structure: Analyze the structure of texts,
including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text relate
to each other and the whole.
9.4 Life Literacies and Key Skills - Information and Media Literacy:
Digital tools can be used to modify and display data in various ways that can be
organized to communicate ideas.

Content
Statements:

● Immigrants come to New Jersey and the United States for various reasons
and have a major impact on the state and the nation.

● Cultures include traditions, popular beliefs, and commonly held values,
ideas, and assumptions that are generally accepted by a particular group of
people.

● Select and use applications effectively and productively.
● Key Ideas and Details
● Craft and Structure
● Select and use applications effectively and productively
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CPI#: Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI):
6.1.5.History.
CC.6

Use multiple sources to make evidence-based inferences on the impact of
European colonization on Native American populations, including the Lenni
Lenape of New Jersey.

6.1.5.HistoryU
P.1

Describe the reasons various groups, voluntarily and involuntarily, immigrated to
New Jersey and America, and cite evidence from multiple perspectives to describe
the challenges they encountered.

6.1.5.HistoryU
P.5

Compare and contrast historians' interpretations of important historical ideas,
resources and events.

6.1.5.HistoryU
P.6

Evaluate the impact of different interpretations of experiences and events by people
with different cultural or individual perspectives.

6.1.5.HistoryU
P.7

Describe why it is important to understand the perspectives of other cultures in an
interconnected world.

LA.4.RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical
text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text.

LA.4.RI.4.4 Determine the meaning of general academic and domain-specific words or phrases
in a text relevant to a grade 4 topic or subject area.   

LA.4.RI.4.5 Describe the overall structure (e.g., chronology, comparison, cause/effect,
problem/solution) of events, ideas, concepts, or information in a text or part of a
text.

9.4.5.IML.2 Create a visual representation to organize information about a problem or issue
SEL.PK-12.3.2 Demonstrate the awareness of the differences among individuals, groups, and

other backgrounds.
Unit Essential Questions:

● What is tolerance?
● What is prejudice?
● How do the diverse regions and people of the United States help with understanding and

being open-minded individuals?
Unit Enduring Understandings:

● To build understanding of tolerance and prejudice
● To gain appreciation of peoples’ unique qualities.     

Unit Learning Targets:
Students will…

● appreciate differences in people, while understanding we are all ultimately people
● gain an understanding of the definition of tolerance
● define behaviors that will be tolerated and those that will not be tolerated
● gain an understanding of the definition of prejudice.

Evidence of Learning
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Summative
Assessment:

3 days

Equipment
Needed:

iPads, ELA and Social Studies textbooks, projector, printable worksheets

Teacher
Resources:

Reading Street Weekly Stories and Harcourt New Jersey and States and
Regions Lessons, myWorld Interactive, Newsela

Formative Assessments:   
● Worksheets
● Activity List
● Discussions
● Presentation
● Assessment
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Lesson Plans
Lesson Time Frame

Lesson 1: Teaching Tolerance: Newsela: Elie
Weisel

40 minutes/ 3-4 days

Lesson 2: My Brother Martin 40 minutes/ 3-4 days

Lesson 3: The Lenape 40 minutes/ 3-4 days

Teacher Notes:      
Each lesson is taught over 3 to 4 school days.

Curriculum Development Resources/Technology Resources:
Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit:
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2p2cvb
https://www.nj.gov/education/holocaust/curriculum/
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Lesson Plan 1 Template
Content Area: Social Studies Lesson Title: Teaching

Tolerance
Famous Speeches:
Elie Weisel’s “The
Peril of
Indifference”

Time
Frame:

40 minutes
per day/ 3-4
days

Lesson Components
21st Century Themes
X Global Awareness☐ Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy
X Civic Literacy ☐ Health Literacy
21st Century Skills
X Creativity and Innovation X Critical Thinking and Problem Solving ☐ Information Literacy
☐ Life and Career Skills X Communication and Collaboration ☐Media Literacy ☐ ICT
Literacy
Interdisciplinary Connections: Social Studies, English Language Arts, Technology, SEL     

Integration of Technology:
● https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x2p2cvb
● Newsela:https://Newsela.com/read/speeches-wiesel-indifference/id/16705?utm_source=PDF&utm_

medium=calendar&utm_campaign=calendar-jan-2023
● RazKids
● iPads
● BrainPop
● teacher-selected articles/videos
● teacher laptop
● iPads
● projection system

Equipment Needed: projector system, teacher laptop, “Planting the Seeds of Peace” video
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Goals/Objectives Learning Activities/
Instructional Strategies

Formative Assessment
Tasks

Students will:
● Learn to appreciate

differences in people
● Explain the definition

of tolerance
● Distinguish between

behaviors that will be
tolerated and those
that will not be
tolerated  

● Gain understanding of
the definition of
prejudice
  

Lesson Sequence  
1. Introduce the topic and

objectives for the lesson to the
class.

2. Pre-assess student
understanding of tolerance
and prejudice.

3. Watch Planting the Seeds of
Peace (4 minutes)

4. Students will answer a series
of questions showing their
understanding of the video.

5. Students will complete “What
is Tolerance?” fact sheet.
Teacher will then review the
sheet with the class.

6. Review the top of “Seeds of
Peace” with students.
Students will complete “Seeds
of Peace.”

7. Students will take
post-assessment to display
what they have learned about
tolerance and prejudice.

● Pre-Assessment
● Class Discussion
● Lesson Activities
● Exit Slip
● Post Assessment

Differentiation:
small group instruction, teacher-led mini-lessons, graphic organizers, paired writing/reading      
Resources Provided:

● Oncourse Systems
● Reading Street Textbooks
● Pre Assessment
● Planting the Seeds of Peace video
● “What Is Tolerance” Fact Sheet
● “Seeds of Peace” Worksheet
● Post Assessment
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Lesson Plan 2 Template
Content Area: Social Studies/

ELA
Lesson Title: My Brother Martin Time

Frame:
40 minutes/

3-4 days

Lesson Components
21st Century Themes
X Global Awareness☐ Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy
X Civic Literacy X Health Literacy
21st Century Skills
X Creativity and Innovation X Critical Thinking and Problem Solving X Information Literacy
X Life and Career Skills X Communication and Collaboration ☐Media Literacy X ICT
Literacy
Interdisciplinary Connections: Social Studies, ELA, SEL
     
Integration of Technology:

● projector
● audio-text
● teacher laptop
● iPads
● RazKids
● Newsela

     

Equipment Needed: iPads, projector, Reading Street Textbook, teacher laptop,My Brother
Martin written by and audio recorded by Christine King Farris      

Goals/Objectives Learning Activities/
Instructional Strategies

Formative Assessment
Tasks

Students will: 
● Determine Main Idea and

Supporting Details   
● Use the story details to

identify the sequence of
events  

● Compare and contrast
two different time
periods 

● Develop an
understanding of
historical events

Lesson Sequence  
1. As a class, we will begin

by brainstorming a list
that highlights the
differences between then
vs. now. Reflect on
previous Reading Street
stories such as Lewis and
Clark and Me and On the
Banks of Plum Creek.

2. The teacher will play
audio of the storyMy

● Prediction and
brainstorming activity

● Story Questions
● Rubric for presentation
● Presentation of Class

Pledge
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● Build connections to
increase understanding
of the importance of
tolerance and inclusivity
  

Brother Martin read by
Christne King Farris.

3. As we listen to the story,
the teacher will pause
and ask questions.

4. These questions will
focus on identifying the
differences and
similarities between time
periods.

5. After we have finished
reading, students will
break up into groups and
create a visual poster or
slideshow highlighting
how things were
communicated in the
past compared to
present.

6. Students will then
present their
presentations and share
what they discovered.

7. As a closure students will
create a class pledge to
promote how they will
demonstrate tolerance
and foster inclusivity.

Differentiation:
think-pair-share, small group instruction, template for poster/PowerPoint     

Resources Provided:
● Oncourse
● Pearson SuccessNet
● Reading Street Text
● Graphic Organizer
● Story Questions
● Rubric
● Newsela
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Lesson Plan 3 Template
Content Area: Social Studies Lesson Title: The Lenape Time

Frame:
40 minutes/
3-4 days

Lesson Components
21st Century Themes
X Global Awareness ☐ Financial, Economic, Business and Entrepreneurial Literacy
X Civic Literacy ☐ Health Literacy
21st Century Skills
☐ Creativity and Innovation X Critical Thinking and Problem Solving X Information Literacy
X Life and Career Skills X Communication and Collaboration ☐Media Literacy ☐ ICT
Literacy
Interdisciplinary Connections: Social Studies, Language Arts, Technology
Integration of Technology:

● Google Earth
● Morristown MuseumWebsite
● BrainPop
● iPads
● RazKids
● Newsela

Equipment Needed:
iPads, projector system, New Jersey Textbooks, teacher laptop  

Goals/Objectives Learning Activities/ Instructional
Strategies

Formative Assessment
Tasks

Students will:
● Understand Lenape

culture
● Understand reasons

for Lenape
migration   

● Discuss the effects
of Early European
arrival to North
America

● Explain the troubles
that began between
the Lenape and the
early European
settlers
  

Lesson Sequence  
1. Preview and Predict Unit 2, Lesson

1: Europeans Arrive
2. Vocabulary review of lesson
3. Read through Unit 2, Lesson 1:

Europeans Arrive
4. Students will complete a cause &

effect graphic organizer to explain
the effects of early European arrival
on Lenape settlement.

5. Students will complete a migration
map displaying the route the Lenape
traveled to protect themselves from
European settlement.

6. Students will then “put themselves
in the Native Americans shoes” and
write a short essay explaining how

● Cause & Effect
Graphic Organizer

● Migration Map
● Text-to-self

question
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they might feel if they were forced to
migrate.

Differentiation:
Strategic grouping of students, teacher led mini-lessons, visuals, differentiated tasks
Resources Provided:

● Oncourse
● Newsela
● BrainPop
● New Jersey Social Studies Textbook
● iPads
● Projector
● Graphic Organizer

Lesson Reflection
Reflect on the lesson you have developed and rate the degree to which the lesson Strongly,
Moderately orWeaklymeets the criteria below.
Lesson Activities Strongly Moderately Weakly
Are challenging Strongly and require higher order thinking
and problem solving skills X

Allow for student choice X

Provide scaffolding for acquiring targeted knowledge/skills X

Integrate global perspectives X

Integrate 21st century skills X

Provide opportunities for interdisciplinary connection and
transfer of knowledge and skills X

Foster student use of technology as a tool to develop critical
thinking, creativity and innovation skills X

Are varied to address different student learning styles and
preferences X

Are differentiated based on student needs X

Are student-centered with teacher acting as a facilitator and
co-learner during the teaching and learning process X

Provide means for students to demonstrate knowledge and
skills and progress in meeting learning goals and objectives X

Provide opportunities for student reflection and self-
assessment X

Provide data to inform and adjust instruction to better meet
the varying needs of learners X
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Curriculum Design Template

Content
Area:

Social Studies Grade
Level:

4 Unit Title: Appreciating
Diversity

Created: 2023 Board Approved on:  
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 What Does the Gifted and Talented Experience Look Like? 
 Springfield Public Schools 

 Mission Statement 

 The Gifted and Talented Program of the Springfield Public Schools aims to provide a 
 meaningful and rigorous education that instills the value of lifelong learning and 
 empowers all students to reach their full potential and become self-fulfilled creative 
 leaders in accordance with the comprehensive standards of our state. We accomplish 
 this by offering challenging, real-world experiences in a student-centered environment. 

 We recognize that students come from diverse socioeconomic, cultural, and ethnic 
 backgrounds, and the mission of the gifted and talented program is to provide 
 opportunities for students to explore their intellectual, creative, and artistic gifts and 
 talents within the classroom and with beyond-the-classroom experiences. It is 
 essential to provide diverse, appropriate, and ongoing learning experiences and 
 environments that incorporate students' academic, psychological, and social needs. 
 Our responsibility is to provide students with educational alternatives that teach, 
 challenge, and expand their knowledge, while simultaneously stressing the 
 development of independent and self-directed learners who continuously generate 
 questions, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate information and ideas. 
 New Jersey Administrative Code 6A:8-3.1 defines students who are gifted and talented 
 as those students who possess or demonstrate high levels of ability in one or more 
 content areas when compared to their chronological peers in the local district and who 
 require modification of their educational program if they are to achieve in accordance 
 with their capabilities. 



 Goals: 

 To support our mission, we have established the following goals to guide our work: 

   To infuse into the general education program a broad range of activities for 
 high-level learning that will challenge all students to perform at advanced levels, 
 and provide extended opportunities, resources, and support in particular areas 
 where student interest or talent is demonstrated. 

   To provide a continuum of gifted education services that will strengthen the total 
 school program, offer enriching and challenging learning opportunities for all 
 students, and provide specialized learning experiences 

   To promote achievement of students’ best potentials and increased ability. 

 Through a productive and collaborative relationship among the building principals, 
 classroom teachers, and the Gifted and Talented teacher, our schools can create 
 programming that will enhance the learning experience for every student and serve the 
 unique and specialized needs of students currently demonstrating gifted behaviors. 

 Elements of the Schoolwide Enrichment Model, W.I.N (What I Need), differentiated 
 instruction, advanced classes, or individual programs into a student’s regular 
 instruction program are integral to this overarching framework for gifted education in 
 the Springfield School District. 

 Reference Board Policy and Regulation 2464 – Gifted and Talented Pupils (M) 

 Early Childhood Center 
 Edward V. Walton 

 Schoolwide Virtual Enrichment 
 All first and second grade students have access to the  Gifted and Talented Virtual 
 Classroom  . This virtual classroom is a space for students  to complete various 
 challenges and enrichment opportunities at their own pace. Students can receive 
 feedback and additional adaptable resources to meet their individual learning needs. 
 The virtual classroom design expands accessibility to enrichment resources and allows 
 students to choose learning activities according to their unique interests and abilities. 
 The purpose of the activities is to encourage problem-solving, develop critical thinking 



 skills, and expand curiosity and imagination. Activities are aligned to the New Jersey 
 Student Learning Standards. 

 Gifted and Talented Teacher as a Resource 
 The Gifted and Talented teacher serves as a resource to all teachers within Edward V. 
 Walton School. Teachers seeking resources for their high-ability learners will receive 
 additional support from the Gifted and Talented teacher in various ways. This support 
 may include additional units of study, challenging resources, and student projects. 

 Elementary Schools 
 James Caldwell 

 Thelma L. Sandmeier 

 The goal is to engage small groups of students in intensive learning experiences 
 through standards-based, rigorous, and relevant units of study that supplement, not 
 supplant, the grade-level curriculum and support students’ unique learning needs. 

 Enrichment Experience Grade 3 
 Beginning in third grade, the G&T teacher will cycle through all classrooms to work on 
 problem-solving and enrichment tasks with students.  Driven by assessment data, 
 academic performance, student interest, and teacher observation, small groups of 
 students will meet with the G&T teacher during W.I.N. (What I Need) periods throughout 
 the week that the teacher is assigned to their classroom teacher.  Groupings will be 
 flexible and monitored to best meet each student’s needs throughout the school year. 
 Activities will include brain teasers, puzzles, strategic thinking, problem-solving, and 
 STEM challenges. 

 Targeted Gifted and Talented Programing Grades 4-5 
 Students may become identified as Gifted and Talented in fourth grade. Students that 
 are identified may receive support from the G&T Teacher for up to five periods (200 
 minutes) a week during W.I.N. (What I Need) periods. Identified students will meet to 
 explore grade-level content while incorporating depth and complexity in a 
 student-centered, problem-based environment. The Gifted and Talented Program aims 
 to provide students with various advanced and challenging learning experiences 
 across content areas to promote independent thinking skills, refine critical thinking and 
 communication skills, cultivate joy in learning, and expand student interests through 
 problem-solving. The instruction that students receive incorporates 21st Century Skills 
 and advanced content that is challenging, hands-on, and relevant to the real world. 



 Strategies and Practices that Support Gifted and Talented Students 
 ·         Adjusted Pace of Lessons 
 ·         Inquiry-Based Instruction 
 ·         Higher-Order Thinking Activities 
 ·         Interest-Based Content 
 ·         Real World Problem Solving/Problem Based Learning 
 ·         Independent Study/Passion Projects 
 ·         Units of Study with Like-Minded Peers 

 Schoolwide Virtual Enrichment 
 All JCS and TLS students have access to grade level-specific  Gifted and Talented 
 Virtual Classrooms  .  These virtual classrooms are  a space for students to complete 
 various challenges and enrichment opportunities at their own pace.  Students are able 
 to receive feedback and additional opportunities based on their needs. The virtual 
 classrooms have expanded the accessibility of enrichment resources directly to the 
 students and allows for students to choose opportunities according to their interests 
 and abilities.  The purpose of the activities is to encourage problem solving, develop 
 critical thinking skills, and expand curiosity and imagination in conjunction with the 
 New Jersey Student Learning Standards. 

 Gifted and Talented Teacher as a Resource 
 In addition to classroom support, the Gifted and Talented teacher also serves as a 
 resource to all teachers in the building. Teachers that are seeking resources for their 
 high ability learners will receive additional support from the Gifted and Talented teacher 
 in various ways. This may include additional units of study, challenging resources, 
 student projects, and meeting with the G&T teacher as needed. 

 Additional Enrichment Opportunities 
 Across all grade levels 3-5, as recommended by the classroom teacher, students 
 exhibiting a need for additional enrichment may have the opportunity to meet with the 
 G&T teacher as the schedule allows. Groupings will be flexible and monitored to best 
 meet the students’ needs throughout the school year. Activities will include, brain 
 teasers, puzzles, strategic thinking activities, problem-solving challenges, and STEM 
 challenges. Students engage in an extended process of asking questions, using 
 resources, and developing answers that lead to thinking about what and how they are 
 learning. Students are held accountable for how they work and use their time by 
 demonstrating their learning through products or presentations. 

 Students self-select to participate in individual and/or group projects based on interest 
 and commitment. The classroom teacher and/or the enrichment teacher will help guide 
 and monitor student exploration of chosen topics, facilitating their learning with 
 resources and teaching of needed skills. 



 Secondary Schools 
 Florence M. Gaudineer Middle School 

 Jonathan Dayton High School 

 Grades 6-12: Access to specific content programs with higher levels of academic 
 challenges (i.e. Pre-Algebra, Accelerated Communication Arts, and Advanced 
 Placement Classes) 

 Dual Credit Courses provide students the opportunity to obtain high school credit, and 
 college credit, simultaneously through partnerships with several  institutions. 

 Project Lead the Way (PLTW) students become builders of technology by engaging in 
 real world activities. Students are empowered as design thinkers collaborating on real 
 world projects. 

 Gifted and Talented Identification Criteria 

 The Springfield Schools Gifted and Talented Program recognizes that students require 
 differentiated learning experiences beyond the core curriculum being taught because 
 of their advanced abilities in one or more content areas. These students may also have 
 other cognitive qualities such as curiosity, creativity, motivation, leadership, and 
 passion that require modifications to their academic experience. 

 Multiple Measures of Eligibility 
 Kindergarten  through  grade  twelve  identification  process  for  gifted  and  talented 
 students  includes  multiple  measures.  Multiple  measures  may  include  but  are  not 
 limited  to:  achievement  test  scores;  grades;  student  performance  or  products; 
 intelligence  testing;  parent,  student,  and/or  teacher  recommendation;  and  other 
 appropriate  measures.  The  identification  methodology  is  developmentally  appropriate, 
 non-discriminatory,  and  related  to  the  programs  and  services  offered  by  the  Springfield 
 School District. The identification procedures are reviewed annually. 

 According to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-3.1, all public school districts must have a board-approved 
 gifted and talented identification process and provide services for identified students 
 enrolled in the grades of that school district.  The regulations require that identification 
 and services be made available to students in grades K-12. 

 When students are recommended for the Gifted and Talented Program there are 
 multiple measures that are considered to determine if services are necessary and 
 appropriate. The assessments used are as follows: 



 ●  Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) 
 ●  Classroom Performance/Student Portfolios 
 ●  DRA2 Level 
 ●  iReady Diagnostic Scores 
 ●  Gifted Indicators Checklist 
 ●  Start Strong/NJSLA Assessment Data 

 The N.J.A.C. requires that students be compared to their chronological peers in the 
 local school district.  The New Jersey Department of Education has not established 
 state-level criteria for identifying students who are gifted, such as mandated tests or 
 assessments, grade point averages, or IQ scores.  Local school districts must use 
 multiple measures to identify students. 

 Procedures 
 https://www.straussesmay.com/seportal/Public/DistrictPolicy.aspx?policyid=2464&id= 
 b8a33a9f505e4998a6db3fb8e1de778b 

 Gifted and Talented Program Identification Matrix 
 Minimum Score Required for Consideration: 14 Points 

 1 Point  2 Points  3 Points 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of a 7 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of an 8 

 Cogat Assessment 
 Overall Stanine Score of a 9 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 Just Below Current Grade 
 Level 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 On Grade Level 

 iReady Math Assessment 
 ½ Year + Above Current 
 Level 

 IReady ELA 
 On Grade Level 

 IReady ELA 
 ½ Year Above Current Level 

 IReady ELA 
 One Full Grade Level + 
 Above Current Level 

 NJSLA Math 
 Approaching Expectations 

 NJSLA Math 
 Met Expectations 

 NJSLA Math 
 Exceed Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Approaching Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Met Expectations 

 NJSLA ELA 
 Exceed Expectations 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 11 - 29 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 30 - 49 

 HOPE Teacher Rating Scale 
 Raw Score: 50-66 



 Team meetings present the opportunity to review data and assess the educational 
 needs of all students. Teacher provides examples of student work exhibiting above and 
 beyond grade level expectations, creativity, leadership, critical and abstract thinking. 
 Programs for gifted and talented students will be periodically evaluated for their 
 continuing efficacy and adjusted accordingly. The parent of any student identified as 
 gifted or talented shall be consulted regarding any program designed to address the 
 student’s particular needs. 

 Resource Links 
 https://riversideinsights.com/cognitive_abilities_test 
 https://www.curriculumassociates.com/programs/i-ready-learning 
 https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/resources/ 
 https://www.routledge.com/HOPE-Teacher-Rating-Scale-Involving-Teachers-in-Equitable-Identifi 
 cation/Gentry-Pereira-Peters-McIntosh-Fugate/p/book/9781618214522#:~:text=The%20HOPE 
 %20Teacher%20Rating%20Scale,making%20it%20easy%20to%20use  . 

 Gifted and talented student: The  “  Strengthening Gifted  and Talented Education Act  ” 
 defines a gifted and talented student as a “student who possesses or demonstrates a 
 high level of ability in one or more content areas when compared to their chronological 
 peers in the school district and who require modifications of their educational program 
 if they are to achieve in accordance with their capabilities. ” 

 Twice-exceptional (2E) students: A twice-exceptional (2E) student is defined as “a 
 student who is both gifted and a student with a disability. These students may also be 
 referred to as having dual exceptionalities or as being gifted with learning disabilities 
 (GT/LD). This also applies to students who are gifted with ADHD or gifted with autism” 
 (New Jersey Association for Gifted Children,  www.nagc.org). 

 Instructional adaptation: An adjustment or modification to instruction enabling a 
 student who is gifted and talented to participate in, benefit from, and demonstrate 
 knowledge and application of the New Jersey Student Learning Standards in one or 
 more content areas at the instructional level of the student, not just the student’s grade 
 level. 

 Identifying gifted and talented students:  The focus of identification is to provide 
 programming and services in which students'  specific learning needs and potential are 
 appropriately addressed and met.  In every New Jersey school district, there are 
 students who require modifications to the general education curriculum if they are to 
 achieve in accordance with their abilities.  By identifying a student’s general intellectual 
 ability, creativity, or specific academic area aptitudes, we are acknowledging that they 
 need programming and services outside of the general education/grade level 
 curriculum to advance their learning. 



 NJDOE Fast Facts 

 https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/gifted/ 
 https://www.nj.gov/education/standards/gifted/legislation.shtml 

 Supplemental Resources/Programming for Gifted Students 

 Edward V. Walton 
 ●  PETS Program – Primary Education Thinking Skills 
 ●  Group Solutions/Group Solutions 2 – Cooperative Logic Activities 
 ●  Lollipop Logic 
 ●  Beginning Thinking Skills 
 ●  AIMS Education Programming 

 James Caldwell and Thelma L. Sandmeier 
 Math/ELA 

 ●  Project M3: Mentoring Mathematical Minds 
 ●  Junior Great Books 
 ●  AIMS Education Programming 
 ●  Borenson Hands on Equations 
 ●  BizWorld 
 ●  Perplexors 
 ●  Advanced Math Explorations grade 3-5 
 ●  Challenging Units for Gifted Learners (ELA and Math) 
 ●  Creative Curriculum Extenders 
 ●  Differentiated Lessons & Projects 
 ●  Challenge Math Grades 4+ 
 ●  Differentiating Instruction with Menus (All Content Areas) 
 ●  Jacob’s Ladder 
 ●  Genius Hour/Passion Project 
 ●  Spatial Reasoning 
 ●  Logic Puzzles, Brain Games, Analogies 

 STEM 
 ●  Engineering is Elementary 
 ●  Engineer Throughout the Year 
 ●  PBS Design Squad 
 ●  DefinedSTEM 
 ●  Project Lead the Way (PLTW) 



 Enrichment Events 
 Experience for all students to be enriched through events related to the curricular or 
 extracurricular activities. Examples include after school clubs, PTA-sponsored events, 
 leadership opportunities, visual and performing arts, and community service 
 opportunities. 


