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SCHOOL DISTRICT
SECTION: BUSINESS AND NON-INSTRUCTIONAL
OPERATIONS
TITLE: BUS TRANSPORTATION POLICY
SAFETY AND STUDENT CONDUCT ON SCHOOL VEHICLES
1. Authority Appropriate conduct is essential for the health and safety of students

2. Guidelines

transported on school district vehicles. Student conduct while waiting
for, riding on, or departing from school vehicles is within the authority
of the Board, Superintendent, Administration, and Transportation
Department staff.

A student whose misconduct violates this policy while waiting for,
riding on, or departing from school vehicles shall be subject to loss of
riding privileges. The student may also be subject to disciplinary
measures including suspension and expulsion from school pursuant to
related student discipline policies.

Students who are eligible for bus transportation and wish to use this
service cannot have the option of occasionally walking home instead
of using the bus. Students are expected to use the same stop and bus
for the school year.

The following behavior is to be adhered to by all students who use the
District transportation system:

1. Beready to board the bus five (5) minutes prior to pick-up time
and line up to enter the bus in an orderly manner.

2. Becareful in approaching the school bus stop.

3. Wait until the bus is at a complete standstill before attempting to
enter.

4, Remain off the road at all times and behave in a safe manner
while waiting for the bus.

5. When it is necessary to cross the road after getting off the bus,
cross immediately in front of the bus and look both ways to make
sure that traffic is not approaching.

6. Assist in keeping the bus as safe and sanitary as possible at all
times.
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Practice courtesy to fellow students, assist bus driver whenever
possible, particularly with small children.

Never stick hands, arms, or any other part of the body out of the
windows or doors.

Remain in your seats while the bus is in motion.
Never experiment or tamper with the bus or any of its equipment.

Be careful not to leave items such as lunches, clothing, books, etc.,
on the bus.

Keep noise on the bus at a minimum. Loud talking or creating any
disturbances is not allowed.

Never roughhouse, fight, or throw objects in or from the bus.
Never harass or bully other students or bus driver.

Never use the emergency door, except under the direction of the
driver or in the event of an emergency.

Never use obscene language.
Never smoke on the school bus.
Never eat on the school bus.

Never bring pets on the school bus.

Remain quiet when the bus is approaching a railroad crossing and
until the bus has passed the railroad.

Obey the school bus driver and, in case of emergency, remain on
the bus unless otherwise instructed by the individual in authority.

Never intentionally damage seats or other parts of the bus. The
student will be required to pay for the replacement.




The driver is in complete charge of the bus. Students who risk the
safety of others by their misbehavior may lose the privilege of riding
the bus. If a student violates any of the above rules and regulations
and loses the bus privilege, the student or his/her parent/guardian will
have to provide transportation to school. In such cases, the law still
requires attendance at school.

The School Bus Incident Report to Parents form is mailed to parents
informing them of disciplinary action involving their child.

The following guidelines are established for reporting and
investigating violations:

1. The driver will complete a misconduct report describing the
misconduct of the student or students involved and immediately
submit a copy to his/her supervisor.

2. The driver shall also submit a copy of the misconduct report to the
appropriate administrator no later than the morning following the
incident.

3. The administrator shall review the misconduct report and
investigate the incident to determine what action, if any, is
appropriate against the student or students involved. If necessary,
the administrator will meet with the parents, students, driver, and
transportation supervisor. Video tapes, if available, may be used
by the principal in the investigation.

Disciplinary Action Sequence For Bus Misconduct

1. Each bus driver will review with students the list or description of
expected student behaviors and/or prohibited behaviors.

2. Consequences to be implemented by the bus driver may include,
but are not limited to, a conference with the student and assigned
seating on the bus.

3. Students will be referred to an administrator when, despite efforts
of the driver to change the student behavior, the student refuses or
neglects to follow the directions of the driver. Such
noncompliance will be classified as bus misconduct.

4, The Student Code of Conduct classifies bus misconduct as a
Level Il infraction.

5. Any student misconduct while awaiting, traveling on, or departing
a bus meets the definition of a Level Il infraction.




6. Students suspended due to bus misconduct will be suspended
from riding the bus. Students suspended from riding the bus are
required to attend school and must assume responsibility for their
own transportation to and from school at regularly scheduled
times.

Video Cameras on Transportation Vehicles

The Board authorizes the use of video surveillance cameras on
vehicles used for the transportation of pupils. The purpose of this
system is to support the discipline policies of the school district. The
video surveillance cameras shall record visual images.

A notice shall be placed in each vehicle indicating that such a
surveillance system may be in operation.

Videotapes will be maintained by the Transportation Department.
Employees responsible for implementing the discipline policies of the
school district shall be permitted to view the tapes. A student and
his/her parents may view only that portion of videotape that relates to
the discipline of the student.

Student Safety

Emergency evacuation drills shall be conducted during the months of
September and March and shall include practice and instruction
concerning the location, use, and operation of emergency doors and
fire extinguishers and the proper evacuation of vehicles in the event of
fires and accidents. The Transportation Department shall schedule
this program.







