
 
 
DEFINITIONS 
Ohio Revised Code Section 3324.01  
 
(B) “Gifted” means students’ who perform or show 
potential for performing at remarkable high levels of 
accomplishment when compared to others of their 
age, experience, or environment and who are 
identified under Division (A), (B), (C), or (D) of Section 
3324.03 of the Revised Code. 
 
(C) “School district” does not include a joint vocational 
school district. 
 
(D) “Specific academic ability field” means one or 
more of the following areas of instruction: 

• Mathematics 
• Science 
• Reading, writing or a combination of these skills 
• Social studies 
• Visual and performing arts 

 
 
IDENTIFICATION PLAN 
Ohio Revised Code Section 3324.04  
 
The board of education of each school district shall 
adopt a plan by January 1, 2000, for identifying gifted 
students.  The plan shall be submitted to the 
Department of Education for approval.  The 
Department shall approve the plan within 60 days if it 
contains all of the following: 
 
(A) A description of the assessment instruments from 
the list adopted by the Department that the district will 
use to screen and identify gifted students; 
 
(B) Acceptable scheduling procedures for screening 
and for administering assessment instruments for 
identifying gifted students.  These procedures shall 
provide 

• At least two opportunities a year for assessment 
in the case of students requesting assessment or 
recommended for assessment by teachers, 
parents or other students; 

• Assurance of inclusion in screening and 
assessment procedures for minority and 
disadvantaged students, children with disabilities, 
and students for whom English is a second 
language; 

• Assurance that any student transferring into the 
district will be assessed within 90 days of the 
transfer at the request of a parent. 

 
 

 
 
 
(C) Procedures for notification of parents within 30 
days about the results of any screening procedure or 
assessment instrument and the provision of an 
opportunity for parents to appeal any decision about 
the results of any screening procedure or assessment, 
the scheduling of children for assessment, or the 
placement of a student in any program for receipt of 
services. 
 
(D) A commitment that the district will accept scores 
on assessment instruments provided by other school 
districts or trained personnel outside the school 
district, provided the assessment instruments are on 
the list approved by the Department of Education 
under Section 3324.02 of the Revised Code. 
 
 

IDENTIFICATION CRITERIA 
Ohio Revised Code Section 3324.03  
 
The board of education of each school district shall 
identify gifted students in grades kindergarten through 
12 as follows: 
 
(A) A student shall be identified as exhibiting “superior 
cognitive ability” if the student did either of the 
following within the preceding 24 months: 

 
• Scored two standard deviations above the mean, 

minus the standard error of measurement, on an 
approved individual standardized intelligence test 
administered by a licensed psychologist; 

 
• Accomplished any one of the following: 

 
� Scored at least two standard deviations above 

the mean, minus the standard error of 
measurement, on an approved standardized 
group intelligence test; 

� Performed at or above the 95th percentile on 
an approved individual or group standardized 
basic or composite battery of a nationally 
normed achievement test; 

� Attained an approved score on one or more 
above-grade level standardized, nationally 
normed approved tests. 
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(B) A student shall be identified as exhibiting “specific 
academic ability” superior to that of children of similar 
age in a specific academic ability field if within the 
preceding  24 months the student performs at or 
above the 95th percentile at the national level on an 
approved individual or group standardized 
achievement  test of specific academic ability in that 
field.  A student may be identified as gifted in more 
than one specific academic ability field. 

 
(C) A student shall be identified as exhibiting “creative 
thinking ability” superior to children of a similar age, if 
within the previous 24 months; the student scored one 
standard deviation above the mean, minus the 
standard error of measurement, on an approved 
individual or group intelligence test and also did either 
of the following: 
 

• Attained a sufficient score, as established by the 
Department of Education, on an approved 
individual or group test of creative ability; 

• Exhibited sufficient performance, as established 
by the Department of Education, on an approved 
checklist of creative behaviors. 

 
(D) A student shall be identified as exhibiting “visual or 
performing arts ability” superior to that of children of 
similar age if the student has done both of the 
following: 
 

• Demonstrated through a display of work, an 
audition, or other performance or exhibition, 
superior ability in a visual or performing arts area; 

• Exhibited sufficient performance, as established 
by the Department of Education, on an approved 
checklist of behaviors related to a specific arts 
area. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
SCREENING AND IDENTIFICATION 
Ohio Revised Code Section 3324.06  
 
The Board of Education of each school district shall 
adopt a statement of its policy for the screening and 
identification of gifted students and shall distribute the 
policy statement to parents.  The policy statement 
shall specify  
 

(A) The criteria and methods the district uses to 
screen students and to select students for further 
assessment who perform or show potential for 
performing at remarkably high levels of 
accomplishment in one of the gifted areas specified in 
Section 3324.03 of the Revised Code; 
 
(B) The sources of assessment data the district uses 
to select students for further testing and an 
explanation for parents of the multiple assessment 
instruments required to identify gifted students under 
Section 3324.03 of the Revised Code; 
 
(C) An explanation for parents of the methods the 
district uses to ensure equal access to screening and 
further assessment by all district students, including 
minority or disadvantaged students, children with 
disabilities, and students for whom English is a second 
language; 
 
(D) Provisions to ensure equal opportunity for all 
district students identified as gifted to receive any 
services offered by the district; 
 
(E) Provisions for students to withdraw from gifted 
programs or services, for reassessment of students, 
and for assessment of students transferring into the 
district; 
 
(F) Methods for resolving disagreements between 
parents and the district concerning identification and 
placement decisions. 

 
APPEALS PROCEDURE 
Ohio Revised Code Section 3324.04  
 
(C) Parents have an opportunity to appeal any 
decision about the results of any screening procedure 
or the scheduling of children for assessment, or the 
placement of a student in any program for the receipt 
of services. 
 

To appeal, contact your local building principal. 

 

 
 
SERVICE PLAN 
Ohio Revised Code Section 3324.07  
 
(A) The board of education of each school district shall 
develop a plan for the service of gifted students 
enrolled in the district that are identified under Section 
3324.03 of the Revised Code.  Services specified in 
the plan developed by each board may include such 
options as the following: 

• A differentiated curriculum; 
• Cluster grouping; 
• Mentorships; 
• Accelerated course work; 
• The post-secondary enrollment option program 

under Chapter 3365. of the Revised Code; 
• Advanced placement; 
• Honors classes; 
• Magnet schools; 
• Self-contained classrooms; 
• Independent study; 
• Other options identified in rules adopted by the 

Department of Education. 
 
(B) Each board shall file the plan developed under 
Division (A) of this section with the Department of 
Education by December 15, 2000.  The Department 
shall review and analyze each plan to determine if it is 
adequate and to make funding estimates. 
 
 
(C) Unless otherwise required by law, rule, or as a 
condition for receipt of funds, school boards may 
implement the plans developed under Division (A) of 
this section, but shall not be required to do so until 
further action by the General Assembly or the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
Office of Exceptional Children 

25 South Front Street, Mail Stop 25 
Columbus, OH 43215-4183 

 
 

The Ohio Department of Education does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, religion, age, or disability in 
employment or in the provision of services. 
 
This document is a publication of the Ohio 
Department of Education and does not 
represent official policy of the State Board of 
Education unless specifically stated. 
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