
July 31, 2023

Message from the Mayor

Happy summer Medford!

It's been another busy month with projects breaking ground
and many already underway as well as some fun upcoming
events. But before you dive into all the great things that have
been going on in Medford this month, I want to remind you
that while we all love the hot weather, too much of it without
the proper protection can be harmful, so please be sure to
keep yourself safe, especially during heatwaves by checking
out our summer safety tips here.

Below are a few of our July highlights:

Earlier this week, we broke ground on a $1.4 million renovation project at Gillis Park.
Thanks to the support of our amazing community partners, like Medford Youth Baseball,
the park will be getting upgrades like a rebuilt baseball field, improved accessibility, and
more!
We awarded over $500,000 in American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funding to 17 local
nonprofits that are supporting the community with COVID-19 recovery, specifically
relating to issues like food insecurity, housing, and more. I'm excited to see the great
projects and resources that will come to fruition as a result of these funds.
Our Office of Prevention and Outreach has launched a community survey to gather
public feedback on how Medford's Opioid Settlement Fund money should be used. The
City is currently planning for over $830K over 18 years, with the potential for more
funding to come. Please take the survey and inform the resources and goals needed for
our community!

If you have any questions, comments, or want to learn of ways you can get involved, please
email me at mayor@medford-ma.gov.

Have a great month!

Run Medford is Back!
The two-day Run Medford Event is about 2 months away but there's still time to sign up!

Friday, Sept. 22 at Hormel Stadium - Kids Fun fun, High School Mile, Mayor's
Celebrity/VIP Mile

https:
https://www.medfordma.org/for-residents/hot-weather-safety-tips
https://www.facebook.com/Run.Medford?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZXQ6K4qfDCeYvVtbn2WwyrMU_UhdyjRk9iYj4hhNPBUmNqXXfPTVcdVrHHl1gBYcidO9V8e75CH6LeWZptgyqSatrs2n7usVdEZXHCQ4nhOS5ZRHRsVBnBH2DStPM5kv2_j-VJwwDs5wN-w1ioCtL7dQqXd3dGVAhTwdg_lbrRN6zOmW1T7Bg83RM0N8DJaP90CrgdPwqTJQc_JOAyB1wS_&__tn__=-%5DK-R


Saturday, Sept. 23 at Medford Square - 5 mile road race and 2 mile walk. Check
out the maps of these events below and be aware, streets within the race maps will
be CLOSED for a few hours during the event so please plan accordingly!

For more info and to register visit runmedford.com

Fill Out Our Opioid Settlement Survey
The City has committed to using statewide Opioid Settlement funds to supplement and
strengthen resources available to community members. We want the community’s involvement
in the planning process and setting broad goals that maximize the funding’s impact.

Take the survey here to share your input and guide how Opioid Settlement funds are spent in
Medford: https://forms.gle/SXK6eaD581nz4Khb6 and read more about the settlement here.

https://www.runmedford.com/
https://forms.gle/SXK6eaD581nz4Khb6?fbclid=IwAR29i8FS-TOKhh4HJfsLRup6Yhobo0iPkHal7dd7QIkxk5iaUGWvjw2o01E
https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/medford-to-receive-over-830k-as-part-of-state-attorney-generals-lawsuit-against-opioid-manufacturers


Meet Our Community Liaisons!

Our community liaisons are a team working with the City to design programs and services in
partnership with Medford community members. They are the first multicultural and multilingual
team of liaisons in Medford and are passionate about connecting with and lifting up the voices
of our communities in the City. Meet our liaisons:

Darline Raymond, Community Liaison for the Haitian Communities
Jennifer Alvarez, Community Liaison for the Spanish Speaking Communities
Samira Hayek, Community Liaison for the Arabic Speaking Communities
Stacey Moore, Community Liaison for African American Communities
Marileia Barroso, Community Liaison for the Brazilian-Portuguese Speaking
Communities

Learn more and find contact information for our liaisons here.

Apply Now for the 2023 Fire Fighter Exam
Get involved, serve your community, and
make a difference - sign up to take the
2023 Firefighter Examination today!
Applications are open through August 29,
and testing begins in October.
For more info on the testing process and
key dates, visit https://www.mass.gov/info-
details/2023-municipal-firefighter-examination

https://www.medfordma.org/departments/health-department/community-liaisons
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/2023-municipal-firefighter-examination


Mayor Lungo-Koehn Joining the MBTA Advisory
Board

With the opening of the Green Line Extension and the public engagement on the better bus
network redesign we’ve seen first hand the significant impact that public transportation has on
our neighborhoods and our residents.

That’s why I signed on and was elected Vice Chair of the MBTA Advisory Board. I will continue
to advocate for more equitable access for riders and our communities.

Read more here.

Mobile Office Hours
I'm holding mobile office hours next week, on
August 3rd at Colleen's Ice Cream from 3pm-
4pm!

Come down to enjoy some ice cream, ask
questions, and let us know your concerns.

Can't make it but want to stay in touch?

Visit medfordma.org/alerts to sign up to
receive important city alerts.

Gillis Park Groundbreaking!
This month we broke ground on a $1.4 million renovation project at Gillis Park.

https://patch.com/massachusetts/medford/medford-mayor-joins-mbta-advisory-board-vice-chair?fbclid=IwAR0OLJhon_q1h5Qj0tvwEpvVAfvp_AwoHIBr-ofhkuTzWCOgu3ccg6bOZTQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fmedfordma.org%2Falerts%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2j0AKQmDsV_ubKLdK2D3vnZ4sxj1LvL0EA5T7BX0Gl6dIGySfAyRtaylA&h=AT3UuaMuLzdzhXX_5SS3BcOfXlZHhOEFBur3h6IPeDoUut2d1UgcGiUfUiChObUF_XlxR5kQkeUD5ZoOAuOvCUzkfkbxwxBP9eiyr3uYbZMgN5KL80KURZDjvuwx7joctnWK&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT29Omwhkm2sjVlIToAyGkQsa9ZKEI7XxmhbY-feAh2C4agxA8rPyiridn1wsgj8XX7_SEOGn0M9LBqcnzJHKB-2UubbIpkHocJ5U9x0eK_ILkM0bPZWJAKSgWgqz5u1gYeI6-Er0fgUVcMgDuDaHGo5dMdgxJ2f4rv1UbJpa83GvAWPdFF990yJF7XH-AoPN-IO0OVA1zD8


Crews are hard at work on a ton of upgrades for the facility including rebuilding the baseball
field, exercise area, adding a loop walking path and improving accessibility for the community!

Thank you to our teams in DPW, Planning Development and Sustainability, and Procurement,
as well as the Community Preservation Committee, for working tirelessly to make this project
happen.

And thank you to our community partners, specifically Medford Youth Baseball for their support.
Bill O’Keefe applied for a CPA grant on behalf of the organization in 2016 that went toward
funding this project.

Read more about the Gillis Park Project here.

Bread of Life Meal Making and Serving
Every other month, Sanctuary UCC gathers to make
and serve a meal for 100 at Bread of Life, Malden. In
August, they will be Meal Making on 8/9 and Meal
Serving on 8/10.

Use this sign up form to
1) Bake something at home and deliver to Hillside
before 6 on Wednesday;
2) Join us to prep and cook the meal at Hillside (6-
8pm)*; and/or
3) Pick up, Deliver, Heat and Serve the meal at Bread of
Life, Malden (3:30-6pm)

See you there!

Recent News
City to Officially Install Next Poet
Laureate

The City and the Medford Arts Council
are holding a Poet Laureate installation

Medford to Unveil New Morrison
Park Playground Geared Toward
Toddlers

https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/medford-breaking-ground-on-accessibility-renovations-and-upgrades-to-gillis-park?fbclid=IwAR32BnNn46ALkx3Bqbc9GuB3NAEjiyIKNWLNV7MnV481KcQsBAdMfokm9js
http://www.breadoflifemalden.org/
https://u26938825.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=5WcBuBE5g2C4fOpXjmgsIXhdW3-2FJMmQs-2F9f08qJOdGX3g-2FZ0igx-2F0-2FI7DNIspFaHBDZVlfBuuIqffD2erCxI8A64dQnksQWtwH7-2FSc-2Bp4-2Fw-3DjBTS_d5oZrGykkZ4Iy4pdMWJAufEpXw8syX0aO3UQ92dXwyP2o6MQQk8S6DKAi7sK7ulPw5Cc7AbFgO-2BvTZG4PLWeMJxcCaJwV1-2B0si6rCa63f1LjkBj886mDk22E8uapB9u5KtKtGAYadkq2-2FcffT8W-2F4nfRLIEIgVkjMIjtW7gHxWNo3TFV61BMsQJylOUdCMbFIJBDmJ1gw4aRYKzWgvfRarQe5zn7S1ipe06p-2Fz4yhDzFxkuvUdy87dDsY43A95VGcER5ndVPbjoG-2Boo9FERihR61IF9rkEA4S-2Fnt00bk2cw-3D
https://u26938825.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=5WcBuBE5g2C4fOpXjmgsIXhdW3-2FJMmQs-2F9f08qJOdGXmiJz3rDfQN6FTal5C9mqusAqzcWTPpcwD6WyNUmYUKB5z7kxxMU-2FcXEl1cpGobucJBsMJNenf9JA2KqmCNvU9TD27_d5oZrGykkZ4Iy4pdMWJAufEpXw8syX0aO3UQ92dXwyP2o6MQQk8S6DKAi7sK7ulPw5Cc7AbFgO-2BvTZG4PLWeMJxcCaJwV1-2B0si6rCa63f1LjkBj886mDk22E8uapB9u5KtKtGAYadkq2-2FcffT8W-2F4qbQq3dVI53dLcal3a0Ddx8GDb1l-2B4twsYdDKo-2FXYpTlmrTXOgP1vctqMVC3vPKFnVplaMipHHgTvcQLtDrNuIgc3TugWnvOqNR9u0cTabrJjwTZ-2F70LTStrjy-2FrWlqec5zYQUyRkRi4oR-2FZpSZSciY-3D
https://sanctuaryucc.breezechms.com/form/82450d49
https://sanctuaryucc.breezechms.com/form/82450d49


ceremony for Vijaya Sundaram on
Tuesday, August 8 at 4 pm at City Hall,
Mayor Breanna Lungo-Koehn
announced.

The program will include a reading from
Sundaram and a special farewell poem
from Medford’s Inaugural Poet Laureate,
Terry E. Carter, and Rikita Bk, Medford
High School’s first place winner of the
MPS Poetry Contest, will also give a
reading.

Read more about the position and
ceremony here.

Medford to Award Over $500,000
in ARPA Funding to Local
Nonprofits Supporting COVID-19
Relief Efforts

The City of Medford will be awarding
over $500,000 in American Rescue Plan
Act funding to 17 local nonprofits that are
assisting and supporting the community
in several key areas related to COVID-
19 recovery, Mayor Breanna Lungo-
Koehn announced. The City is utilizing a
portion of its remaining federal funds to
award the one-time grants. 

In the spring, the City launched its
subrecipient application process and
over the course of the last few months
has been reviewing project proposals to
ensure that its funding will have the most
impact.  

Read more here.

Medford Launches Community
Survey to Inform Investment
Strategy of Opioid Settlement
Funds

The City’s Office of Prevention and
Outreach has launched a community
survey to help determine strategies and
goals for investing funds awarded from
the Opioid Settlement Fund, Mayor
Breanna Lungo-Koehn announced.

Medford will receive over an estimated
$830,000 over 18 years, with the
potential for more funding to come, from
a settlement of a July 2021 statewide
class action lawsuit filed by Attorney
General Maura Healy against opioid
distributors and manufacturers to

The City is officially unveiling the
completed Morrison Park Playground to
the public at a ribbon cutting ceremony
on August 7 at 10 a.m.

The new Morrison Park Playground is
funded by a Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) that totals just over
$400K. The project brings a new
preschool-aged play area to the
playground, which includes a sandbox,
swings, balance balls, and a new fishnet
climber. The entire site was resurfaced
with an accessible poured-in-place
rubber surface and porous rubber
surfacing was used to protect the roots
of the large pine oak tree at the park.

Read more here.

Medford Breaking Ground on
Accessibility Renovations and
Upgrades to Gillis Park

The City of Medford will break ground on
a $1.4 million renovation project that will
upgrade accessibility features, improve
the baseball field, and add new park
amenities to Gillis Park, Mayor Breanna
Lungo-Koehn announced.

The project, funded through a grant from
the Massachusetts Executive Office of
Energy and Environmental Affairs’ (EEA)
Parkland Acquisitions and Renovations
for Communities (PARC) Program,
American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA), and
Community Preservation Act (CPA)
monies, will address two key issues:
drainage and accessibility from the
street.

Read more here.

Medford Residents Have
Recycled 392 Pounds of
Unwanted Clothing in June

Through its partnership with Helpsy, a
textile recycling company, the city has
been able to help residents recycle 392
pounds of unwanted clothing in June.  

As the largest clothing collector in the
Northeast, Helpsy partners with
municipalities and organizations across
11 states to collect unwanted clothing
and other textiles in order to keep
clothes out of landfills. In 2021, the

https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/city-to-officially-install-next-poet-laureate
https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/medford-to-award-over-500000-in-arpa-funding-to-local-nonprofits-supporting-covid-19-relief-efforts
https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/medford-to-unveil-new-morrison-park-playground-geared-toward-toddlers
https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/medford-breaking-ground-on-accessibility-renovations-and-upgrades-to-gillis-park


mitigate the effects of addiction, focusing
on prevention, intervention, and
supporting those in recovery. The City
will use funds to supplement and
strengthen resources available to
community members.

The survey closes on August 18 and can
be found here.

Learn more here.

Medford Opening Applications
for Senior Work Off Real Estate
Tax Abatement Program

The City of Medford Council on Aging
and Office of the Assessor invites
seniors, ages 60 and over, to apply for
the Senior Work-Off Abatement
Program. Through this program, seniors
have the opportunity to lower their real
estate tax payments by temporarily
working for the City. Preference will be
given to Seniors that have not
participated in previous years. 

The work program will begin on
September 5, 2023, and must be
completed on or before February 23,
2024. 

Learn more here.

company diverted nearly 30 million
pounds of textiles from landfills through a
combination of clothing drives, home
pickups, thrift store partners and clothing
receptacles. 

As part of its environmental mission,
Helpsy now requires a three bag
minimum for pickups. The company is
optimizing routes in order to use
resources as wisely as possible and
reduce environmental impact.

Learn more about the Helpsy program
here.

This Month in Our Community
Elsa made a quick 15-minute detour on her
way to Arandale this morning to meet with the
kiddos at the Princess Dance Party at the
Medford Public Library!

Checked in on the progress of the mural at Wright’s
Pond and chatted with the local artist Jamie Chan about
the project.

I’m happy to report that this incredible work of art is
finished! Please stop by the pond to see the amazing
piece.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdPQpYE7vKdM6Khy4JPMz2bi-TQnVuj2EDP5RUM2dN7NN_ing/viewform
https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/medford-launches-community-survey-to-inform-investment-strategy-of-opioid-settlement-funds
https://www.medfordma.org/about/news/details/~board/city-news/post/medford-opening-applications-for-senior-work-off-real-estate-tax-abatement-program
https://helpsy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MedfordLibrary?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZX2xcCkLN0y0_UjeauR71-TY237WkbcUIkOdskwAFCw7M-YoaznbhO6vRKwyA08x_SKzAIUYRZuRg8ixVxih9Wdjqqp3O-msaJod_K8v519Fux3gaTXHau8MfPGq73ux5Qx4jDZ-FEJWx-6lKnoCbLRxEu0wb0qSJHpeOOdG99dEhmzFpjPturRRGA2WFsg3ps&__tn__=-%5DK-R


Thank you to Jamie and the team at Medford
Recreation for all their work on completing this project
and enhancing the experience at Wright’s Pond

To help beat the heat, I stopped by Wrights
Pond and handed out some classic Bomb Pops.
A true summer staple that did not disappoint!

If you haven’t purchased your permit for the
pond this season, head over to the Medford
Recreation website at medfordma.myrec.com!

The first Annual Kelley-Miller Cup was a success! Great
job organizing, Chris Murphy.

I cheered on the players from the Fire Department, Police
Department and our MHS team because I could not pick a
side!

National Night Out

Next week: the Medford Police Department's National Night Out is August 1 from 5pm-8pm at
Hormel Stadium!

There will be kids activities including face painting, touch-a-truck, obstacle courses, K9 Demos,
the popular “Dunk the Chief” dunk tank & more. The event will also have 20+ vendors and

https://www.facebook.com/MedfordMARecreation?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZU1E3mEayLNFBrDmae0mFzZoj5vjk1iNCjsKOAr_YhNtdkYurJclE0_3l3VU7kWUobdWJPIVIxynp5Xm75M1dH9Mmjf0Qm5TSslHjnamxYWzz4nc79xNN3SqC4r7VG8GgDVu7PaaHaEkTGNtsW6N5u1y8GytmQ-dm3aT5C_rVdwWNWwMDzdzRMC7nSRwrliNjI&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/MedfordMARecreation?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZU1rXPVE_c67MTam9g5lNHje2fJxdTwrH1UH0IuIK3SjHv79BXVbLu-dhnMbkVkTDDmvvr_oyz14cJnqNGzlIW7ww1PJR6e47piSM2uCtIR2dhDNEW92EKtHxt0bj3qRoGmXxGyAsACqfGvLAVbK2qY-fEK3A_ooI0KEz-yficS3ctFRaUj9YXDuPw4lAP0DrY&__tn__=-%5DK-R
http://medfordma.myrec.com/?fbclid=IwAR2y0IrE324ZDDcN8IWldeSfwsWG_p9k509ogNvFuUkZG_xJzr1MKFP6uyY


FREE food from local vendors.

National Night Out is an annual community-building campaign that promotes police-community
partnerships and neighborhood camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, more caring
places to live.

Charter Study Committee Ice Cream Social
Ice cream & local government! The Medford
Charter Study Committee will be at Wright’s
Pond on Monday, August 14 for an Ice Cream
Social. Stop by our table between 4 and 7 p.m. to
learn about our work reviewing Medford's charter
and tell us what you think about ward
representation, term limits and other topics.
There'll be information, interactive games and ICE
CREAM! For information on the committee visit
www.medfordma.org/charterstudy.

Medford's Fourth of July
Spent part of my Fourth of July at the Royall House & Slave Quarters listening to poetry of
Terry E. Carter and the words of Frederick Douglass and the long history of Black Activism.

Thank you to Mass Humanities for the grant, which made it possible.

Social Work Hours at the Library
If you or someone you know is
struggling, there may be resources that
can help! Alysia LaGambina, our Social
Worker, holds office hours every
Wednesday at the Medford Public
Library in the Spinazzola Family
Counseling & Study Room in the Adult
section, from 10 am to 2 pm.

Sign Up for Alerts

Sign up for City Alerts!

http://www.medfordma.org/charterstudy
https://www.facebook.com/RoyallHouseSlaveQuarters?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUjlC7f9MrQzXZ-lgLn9pz2OQFwkWfJSaOghbTiMBFFx7MfbiF4r4hka_y-tg02ouzpYn05NZ46_MkIOrMiz6cMky1B1PgZ5GdbfECkW84u3-W5iVbZgozGDG9abS_MFiYdF8-yqgeIqrXu0WwvI7-2ICCkBQer1spyTd1UPTm7HCPq7s9SORNrPYTcuq-n8Nw&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://www.facebook.com/MassHumanities?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUjlC7f9MrQzXZ-lgLn9pz2OQFwkWfJSaOghbTiMBFFx7MfbiF4r4hka_y-tg02ouzpYn05NZ46_MkIOrMiz6cMky1B1PgZ5GdbfECkW84u3-W5iVbZgozGDG9abS_MFiYdF8-yqgeIqrXu0WwvI7-2ICCkBQer1spyTd1UPTm7HCPq7s9SORNrPYTcuq-n8Nw&__tn__=-%5DK-R


Stay up-to-date with all the latest news,
events and info from the City!

Sign up to receive alerts through our
reverse 911 system. You can receive
notifications by phone, text or email, or all
three!

Visit medfordma.org/alerts for more info!

Sign up here to receive Go Green Medford's periodic newsletter with updates on programs,
events, and other news from the Office of Planning, Development, and Sustainability!

Check out the Medford Public Library's Newsletter! The letter contains information on
events, library hours, and more! The newsletter is available to view online and to sign up for
here: medfordlibrary.org/newsletter/

Upcoming Events + Meetings
All events and meetings are listed on the City's online events calendar. Meetings and event

details are added frequently, so please check the calendar for updates.

EVENTS/HOLIDAYS


August 1: National Night Out
August 3: Mobile Office Hours with
Mayor Lungo-Koehn
August 8: Poet Laureate Installation
Ceremony
September 4: Labor Day (City Hall
closed in observance)
September 22-23: Run Medford

MEETINGS

August 2
6:30pm: Community Development
Board Meeting
6:30pm: Conservation Commission
Meeting

August 3
3:00pm: Medford Farmer's Market
5:00pm: Community Outreach
Meeting - Victory Gardens
6:30pm: Charter Study Committee
Meeting

August 7
6:30pm: Energy and Environment
Committee Meeting

https://www.medfordma.org/about/alerts
https://medfordenergy.org/gogreen/newsletter-sign-up/
https://medfordlibrary.org/newsletter/
https://www.medfordma.org/about/events-calendar


August 9
6:00pm: Medford Special Education
Parent Advisory Council Meeting

August 10
3:00pm: Medford Farmer's Market
6:00pm: Historic District Commission
Meeting

August 14
7:00: Historical Commission Meeting

August 15
6:00: Parks Commission Meeting
7:00: City Council Meeting

Job Opportunities
The City of Medford currently has several open job opportunities, and we encourage residents
of all backgrounds to apply! Open positions, job descriptions, and materials are available
at medfordma.org/jobs. The webpage is updated regularly, but current opportunities include:

Full-Time Positions:
Director, Economic Development
Economic Development Planner
City Solicitor
Assistant City Solicitor
Parking Control Specialist
Staff Planner (Climate Policy)
Emergency Telecommunications Dispatcher
Assistant Transportation Engineer
Head Clerk (Planning, Development, and Sustainability)
Circulation Assistant (Adult and Youth Services)
MEO III Motor Equipment Repairperson
Parking Clerk
Senior Clerk (Elections)
Head Clerk, Records (Police Department)
Registered Sanitarian

Other/Ongoing Positions:
Traffic Supervisors

To apply, visit medfordma.org/for-residents/jobs, or contact the City’s Office of Human
Resources at 781-393-2406.

Medford city services are available to all residents, regardless of race, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, religion, age, language ability, economic situation, or immigration status.

     

https://www.medfordma.org/for-residents/jobs
https://www.medfordma.org/for-residents/jobs
https://www.facebook.com/MedfordMAofficial
https://twitter.com/MedfordMass
https://www.instagram.com/cityofmedford/

