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In the recent months Special Education Local Plan Areas (SELPAs) have
been working tirelessly  to advocate on behalf of the special education
community. SELPAs strive to ensure access and positive outcomes for
student with disabilities, through consultation &  technical assistance as
provided  to their respective  local educational agencies (LEAs) and/or
County Offices of Education (COEs).

The Imperial County Improving Outcomes for English Learners with
Disabilities SELPA content-lead team continues to assist SELPAs, and their
respective LEAs and COEs with technical assistance regarding the
implementation of specialized services for English learner  students
(ELs)  with disabilities  during the COVID-19 pandemic. As students
participate in Distance Learning, Hybrid learning, or in-person cohorts on
school-sites, our commitment to the field is constant.  The Imperial County
Improving Outcomes for English Learners with Disabilities SELPA content-
lead team is available to help practitioners in the field by providing
collaborative consultative services and professional development.
Keeping the varied needs of ELs with disabilities at the forefront of
everyone's mind is our goal as we  work to assist others with the
implementation of effective evidenced-based practices. We hope that you
will stay connected with us, by visiting our website: 
https://www.icoe.org/selpa/el-swd or by emailing our team: 
 

O c t o b e r  2 0 2 0

UDL for ELs with Disabilities:
Making Remote Learning Accessible

Co-Teaching: Making Distance
Learning Accessible to ELs with
Disabilities for AdministratorsTo access the presentation materials

& recording on our website, please use
this link:
https://bit.ly/ImperialUDLELL 

To access the presentation materials & resources for all Co-Teaching sessions,
please use this link: 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1TYLIRahj1arKTkbvOKtBilclHVygflmJ?usp=sharing
 

Recent events hosted by the
Improving Outcomes for ELs with Disabilities  team

improvingoutcomes_EL_SWD@icoe.org

Co-Teaching: Making Distance Learning
Accessible to ELs with Disabilities for
Teachers: 2 part series

https://www.icoe.org/selpa/el-swd
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2FImperialUDLELL&data=02%7C01%7Cdmontoya%40icoe.org%7C730368e740424b51933f08d864c3fc25%7C9db489a6db134f488b9138e1c527ed9c%7C0%7C0%7C637370140206772907&sdata=Ej%2Bl285me%2BUYbwmyk0Ne85spM9KQ0tOIdOLIdQ1hWNA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdrive.google.com%2Fdrive%2Ffolders%2F1TYLIRahj1arKTkbvOKtBilclHVygflmJ%3Fusp%3Dsharing&data=02%7C01%7Cdmontoya%40icoe.org%7C86d1f7759319437e459408d86fb2569e%7C9db489a6db134f488b9138e1c527ed9c%7C0%7C0%7C637382159031180268&sdata=zUU6rt6xENdbkbKgI1fXcPxa1q99YIVjSp5yCtKwesI%3D&reserved=0
http://improvingoutcomes_el_swd@icoe.org/


Visit ELPAC.org 
Click here >

California Department of
Education (CDE):

California Assessment of
Student Performance &

Progress  (CAASPP) 
& 

English Language
Proficiency Assessments of

California (ELPAC)

+UPDATES+

CAASPP Accessibility Resources 
The NEW  California Assessment Accessibility Resources Matrix (Accessibility Matrix) displays the
embedded and non-embedded universal tools, designated supports, and accommodations (UDAs)
allowed as part of the California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) and
English Language Proficiency Assessments for California (ELPAC) Systems for 2020–21.

2020-21 Initial ELPAC
In September, Senate Bill 820  was signed by Governor Newsom, allowing for a 45-calendar-day
extension to the Initial ELPAC 30-calendar-day requirement. SB 820 allows LEAs a total of 75
calendar days to administer the 2020–2021 Initial ELPAC, officially score it, and provide the results
to parents and guardians. Thus, LEAs have a full period of 75 calendar days from the first day of
enrollment to administer the 2020–2021 Initial ELPAC and remain in compliance with the
requirements of the law. For more information, please visit the ELPAC website: 
http://elpac.org/about/covid-19/

2020–21 ELPAC Information Guide
The new 2020–2021 ELPAC Information Guide is available on the CDE ELPAC web page at
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ep under the “Resources and Communication Materials” heading. The
guide includes a “What’s New” section, which covers the following topics: 
• Alternate ELPAC
• Receiving ELPAC Results
• Using Initial and Summative Assessment Results
• Initial ELPAC Domains and Task Types
• Summative ELPAC Domain and Task Types

Visit caaspp.org 
Click here >

http://elpac.org/
https://www.caaspp.org/administration/accessibility/index.html
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=201920200SB820
http://elpac.org/about/covid-19/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ep/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/accessibilityresources.asp
https://www.caaspp.org/


Alternate ELPAC Operational Field Test, Coming Soon! January 2021
California will have a statewide assessment of English proficiency for students with the most
significant cognitive disabilities, giving them the opportunity to more accurately demonstrate
their progress toward English language proficiency. 

The Alternate ELPAC is an online test aligned to Connectors adapted from the 2012 
California English Language Development Standards.
Alternate ELPAC Task type definitions can be found by clicking here.
The Alternate ELPAC consists of an initial assessment used as a screener for incoming 
students to classify students as English learners & a Summative Assessment used to measure 
progress in developing English proficiency and to inform reclassification decisions.
The ELPAC website now contains an Alternate ELPAC Frequency Asked Questions (FAQ)s page;
visit the NEW Alternate ELPAC FAQ, by clicking here.
LEAs, educators, and parents will be able to provide students better support using data 
from the Alternate ELPAC. Click here to review: CDEs Alternate Assessment IEP Team Guidance.
The Alternate ELPAC will also help inform decisions on reclassification & assist in 
providing proper instruction to EL students with the most significant cognitive disabilities.
Please click here, for the Alternate Assessment Decision Confirmation Worksheet. 
Please Note: LEAs will continue to use their locally determined Alternate English Language 
Proficiency assessments Fall of 2020.

If you are interested in learning more about the needs of ELs with significant cognitive disabilities, please
watch the previously recorded professional development event: Meeting the Needs of ELs with Moderate
& Severe Disabilities. To access the presentation materials, please click here.

CDE Updates Continued

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ep/documents/altelpacblueprint.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ep/documents/altelpacblueprint.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ep/documents/altelpactasktypes.pdf
https://www.elpac.org/resources/alt-elpac-faq/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/caaiepteamrev.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/ca/documents/altassessmentdecision.pdf
https://youtu.be/EkEvtMejDOA
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1RoY8XdxXoi0X7gfuThVTfYgPF4R0taih


California Department
of Education (CDE):

English Learner
Support Division (ELSD)

+Highlights+

Distance Learning:
Guidance on Best Practices for Distance Learning Instructional Planning
The CDE released a new tool—Guidance on Best Practices for Distance Learning Instructional
Planning.  The new guidance document offers suggestions in four key areas: clear definitions of
instructional models and language, an overview of required daily minutes for the 2020–21 school year
and considerations for instruction both with and without live interaction, research-based principles to
consider in  preparation for school  re-opening, and ideas for how educators may structure learning.
 Other topic areas include digital platforms and assessments, along with ways to support families and
staff. This new guidance also includes information on the provision of ELD during distance
learning. 

Webinar
Facilitating English Learners’ Oral Language Development While Engaging in Distance Learning:
The following topics are addressed in this archived webinar:
• Oral language development and its importance for English learners
• Modeling of ways to scaffold and support oral language development in distance learning

Link: Recording is available on the WestEd Webinars web page at http://bit.ly/OralLanguageWebinar

Links to Resources Relevant to English Learners
For the latest updates on information and resources regarding COVID-19 and California’s response,
visit the CDE Coronavirus Response and School Reopening Guidance web page at
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/coronavirus.asp.

For questions regarding English learner programs and services, please contact the English
Learner Support Division by email at ELSD@cde.ca.gov or by phone at 916-319-0938. You may also
visit the CDE English Learners web page at https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/.

To subscribe to the EL Updates Listserv and receive there newsletters along with other updates,
send a blank email to join-english-learner-updates@mlist.cde.ca.gov.

View the Monthly 
CDE ELSD Newsletters

Click here >

https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/guidanceplanning.asp
https://www.wested.org/resources/facilitating-english-learners-oral-language-development/?utm_source=e-bulletin&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-10-issue-1&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWVRrelltRXlPRE5qWldNeiIsInQiOiJYaUN3a2xFSEVDSXQwTTYwWGE0cERhUkdzcG53T2RtVDlXSlFxaWFrYVNtTjdTd3NQWEZ3bjZWVmtpSGV2QlFXUzFyTEZyRWRzb0xsOWltSWdFTDhcL3FGWE5vMFRJMEVlVzBLemxMR2ExM2xiZG1IMDFtb1lcL1JRTVZIVzBXdkZSd3FWb0FLUytJaTJhbTFTa1ZYckQ3QT09In0%3D#
https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/he/hn/coronavirus.asp
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/documents/elupdateissue16.pdf
https://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/el/er/elnewsletters.asp
https://www.wested.org/resources/facilitating-english-learners-oral-language-development/?utm_source=e-bulletin&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=2020-10-issue-1&mkt_tok=eyJpIjoiWVRrelltRXlPRE5qWldNeiIsInQiOiJYaUN3a2xFSEVDSXQwTTYwWGE0cERhUkdzcG53T2RtVDlXSlFxaWFrYVNtTjdTd3NQWEZ3bjZWVmtpSGV2QlFXUzFyTEZyRWRzb0xsOWltSWdFTDhcL3FGWE5vMFRJMEVlVzBLemxMR2ExM2xiZG1IMDFtb1lcL1JRTVZIVzBXdkZSd3FWb0FLUytJaTJhbTFTa1ZYckQ3QT09In0%3D#


 

For  information and resources  related to Distance Learning & ELs with Disabilities,  Aligning &
Designing Designated & Integrated ELD  for ELs with Disabilities and  Resources for Building
Culturally Responsive Practices for ASD, view our Padlets by visiting the Resources page on our
website. 

For a brief video tour of how to navigate through the many resources found on our website,
please click here.

Subscribe to receive future Newsletters, event flyers & highlights from the Improving
Outcomes for English Learners with Disabilities Imperial County SELPA content-lead team,
please visit our website: https://www.icoe.org/selpa/el-swd/newsletter  

https://padlet.com/vanessa_lopez3/r9tuvcd5j21nk327
https://padlet.com/vanessa_lopez3/hr5avbaz6ke4
https://padlet.com/SELPACAPTAIN/6sydq59s0ilc3jr8
https://www.icoe.org/selpa/el-swd/resources
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kd5JRg78KCsZiYmYgMCogCp3Iqk-FTa5/view
https://www.icoe.org/selpa/el-swd/newsletter
https://padlet.com/vanessa_lopez3/r9tuvcd5j21nk327
https://padlet.com/vanessa_lopez3/hr5avbaz6ke4
https://padlet.com/SELPACAPTAIN/6sydq59s0ilc3jr8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kd5JRg78KCsZiYmYgMCogCp3Iqk-FTa5/view?usp=drivesdk


Please join us! October 27th & 29th for a
2-part series.

Part 1 of the series is: Meeting the Needs of
English Learners & English Learners with

 Disabilities
followed by Part 2:

Literacy Development & English Learners
with Disabilities.

To register please Click Here,
or use  this link: 

https://icoe.k12oms.org/1168-191547

Upcoming Events

Beginning on November  5th the
Improving Outcomes for

English Learners with Disabilities
Imperial County SELPA content-lead
team, along with the Imperial County

Office of Education Curriculum
Department will host a 5-part series:

Dyslexia Guidelines Institute; a
focus on English Learners. Featured

guest speaker is:  George Ellis, of
the CA Reading & Literacy Project

(CRLP) at UC Berkeley.

To register please Click Here,
or use this link: 

https://icoe.k12oms.org/1168-195028

On December 10th the Improving
Outcomes for English Learners with
Disabilities Imperial County SELPA

content-lead team, will have the honor
of hosting Dr. Villa & Dr. Thousand once
more for: Coaching for Co-Teachers in
Brick & Mortar, Virtual, and Blended

Environments for English
Learners with Disabilities. 

To register please Click Here,
or use this link: 

https://icoe.k12oms.org/1168-194219

https://icoe.k12oms.org/1168-191547
https://icoe.k12oms.org/1168-191547
https://icoe.k12oms.org/1168-195028
https://icoe.k12oms.org/1168-195028
https://icoe.k12oms.org/1168-194219
https://icoe.k12oms.org/1168-194219


In case you missed it...view our
Spring/Summer Newsletter

For general inquiries please contact our
team:

improvingoutcomes_EL_SWD@icoe.org

Follow us on Twitter: @el_swd

To access our website, please use this
link: https://www.icoe.org/selpa/el-swd

Subscribe to receive future Newsletters,
event flyers & highlights from the
Improving Outcomes for English

Learners with Disabilities Imperial
County SELPA content-lead team,

please visit our website:
https://www.icoe.org/selpa/el-

swd/newsletter  

Access our latest
infographic to explore
5 stops on our website
with resources to help

meet the needs of
English Learners with

Disabilities.

Download and print the
pdf version of this

document. 

https://www.icoe.org/selpa/el-swd/newsletter
https://www.icoe.org/selpa/el-swd/resources/infographics
mailto:improvingoutcomes_EL_SWD@icoe.org
https://nam03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.icoe.org%2Fselpa%2Fel-swd&data=02%7C01%7Cdmontoya%40icoe.org%7C137365bd05534c2e6a3408d801b82203%7C9db489a6db134f488b9138e1c527ed9c%7C0%7C0%7C637261237652204050&sdata=iClCmS1qWM0R0NsQpEUcgzA11nDUBk%2BEaQjCglK4nA8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.icoe.org/selpa/el-swd/newsletter
https://www.icoe.org/selpa/el-swd/resources/infographics
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hlpI8x_TYAD-hdUTWkk0U2KUtqNj6E74/view

