
¡Bienvenidos 
a Todos!



¡Bienvenidos a Los Gatos High School!
(de los profesores del español 1 y 2)



Liv Johnson

Danielle Stinson

Dominic Calmels

Lucía Contreras Meet the 
Spanish 1 & 2 

Teachers



Taking Spanish is an excellent choice!



Learning Spanish can open 
doors and:

● Broaden appreciation to cultures 
in the Spanish-speaking world.

● Offer a competitive edge in the 
job market.

● Improve cognitive skills.
● Amplify the human experience by 

creating deeper connections with 
others.

● Make travel experiences come 
alive.



And we 
sure do 
have a 
lot of 
fun!



For Mexican Independence Day, we reenacted “El 
Grito de Dolores” out on the front lawn.  The 

teachers stood on a chair and rang a bell shouting 
lines from Father Hidalgo’s original “Grito” with 

the students calling back, “¡VIVA!”....

…then the students took turns standing on 
the chair and shouted out their own “Gritos” 

with the classes affirming back, “¡VIVA!”.
“¡Viva la amistad!”....¡VIVA!” 

“¡Viva el helado de chocolate!...¡VIVA!”



This year we had a fantastic Día 
de Los Muertos celebration with 

our Spanish classes!  The students 
participated in various cultural 

activities rotating through 
stations in the small gym for our 

annual fiesta!



Outdoor 
Paella



Reenacting New Year’s Eve with 12 grapes at “midnight” (a tradition in Spain and some Latinamerican countries).

Counting out 155 sets 
of 12 grapes for each 

student.



In the spring, the level 3 students throw a salsa party and competition 
for the level 2 students.  Invitations arrive handwritten in Spanish.  
The level 3 students prepare their 100% handmade salsa for the level 2 

students to taste and cast their votes.  They also perform a salsa dance.  
It’s a super fun cross-level activity that the level 2 students participate 
in and look forward to becoming the hosts when they are in level 3. 



Travel simulations, 
continuous practice 

of interpersonal, 
intrapersonal and 

presentational 
skills, delicious 

pan de muerto, and 
a cross-curricular 

project with graphic 
design.



A group “decades project” to demonstrate understanding of one of 
the uses of the imperfect tense (what “used to” be eaten, worn, 

listened to, watched, etc. during the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s, 80’s & 90’s.)



With no 
diagnostic test 

this year, how do 
you know which 
level to choose?



The right fit is important!
Signing up for level 2 when 
not quite ready can lead to:

● An undesired grade.
● The need for a schedule 

change which could cause a 
schedule shuffle.

● Added stress and anxiety.
● The need to repeat a 

semester.



Here are some specifics to 
help with the decision:

● We highly recommend that students have a 
B or higher grade point average in all 
semesters of middle school Spanish.

● The student should demonstrate 
independent academic behavior and 
motivation through evidence of very few 
missing assignments and the skills & 
knowledge to find class information 
online or directly from the teacher.



Spanish 1 Curriculum
● Speaking, listening, reading and writing
● Vocabulary = Introductions, student life in and out of the 

classroom, family relationships, descriptions, free time 
activities and more

● Grammar = We include grammar with each communication skill.
● Continuous practice of interpersonal, interpretive and 

presentational skills through building community, authentic 
dialogue, fun projects and a variety of learning strategies.



Spanish 2 Curriculum
● Speaking, listening, reading and writing
● Vocabulary = daily routine (reflexive verbs & related vocabulary), travel, 

childhood, amusement parks, animals, art & museums, directions & 
transportation

● Review Spanish 1, Reflexive Verbs, Preterite tense, Imperfect Tense, Preterite 
vs. Imperfect, Commands (Tú, Usted, Ustedes), Future Tense, Direct and 
indirect object pronouns, demonstrative adjectives

● Continuous practice of interpersonal, intrapersonal and presentational 
skill through authentic dialogue, fun projects and a variety of learning 
strategies.



Is the pace “business as usual” 
since the pandemic?  

Nope!  We are working hard to meet 
students where they are, make 

adjustments where needed, articulate 
between levels while trying to make 
sure that the students on the AP track 
are still covering what they need to.  

Two of our level 1 & 2 teachers 
are also the level 5AP teachers, 

so they have the perfect 
big-picture perspective!

¿Cómo te 
“llamas”?



Contact Information: LGHS Spanish 1 & 2 Teachers
Dominic Calmels (levels 1 & 5AP):dcalmels@lgsuhsd.org
Liv Johnson (levels 2 & 3 in the community): ljohnson@lgsuhsd.org
Lucía Contreras (levels 2 & 1): lucontreras@lgsuhsd.org 
Danielle Stinson (level 2): dstinson@lgsuhsd.org
Kumi Kobayashi (World Language Department Chair): kkobayashi@lgsuhsd.org
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¡Gracias por 
su tiempo!
We’re so 
excited to 
meet you 
next year!


