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Our Purpose

WBOE recognized the following 
challenges:

★ Current building capacity and current 

enrollment

★ Projected enrollment growth 

★ Increased Special Education capacity and 

requisite needs

★ Current curriculum & programmatic 

instructional needs

WBOE created the Ad Hoc Enrollment, 
Instructional Needs, and Space 
Planning Committee to:

The committee will review and address 
the physical, administrative, and 
instructional implications of 
increasing enrollment and student 
needs on the current physical space 
of Beecher Road School.
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Current Space  Concerns
❖ Larger space/ repurposed space being shared simultaneously by multiple learner 

groups
❖ Lack of classroom space for specials
❖ Storage of archived files
❖ Storage (between uses) of SpEd equipment, maintenance equipment, gym equipment, etc.



Current Space  Concerns
❖ To create space for every classroom- general education and SpEd- we would need 12- 15 

more classrooms for the start of school this year – August 2023



Current Space  Concerns
❖ Instructional needs requires that there 

are more learning spaces than 
enrollment numbers would indicate

❖ 22 students enrolled after 10/1/22
❖ Over WBOE Classroom size guidelines



Projected Enrollment

★ 125 more students by 
2031

★ 24 more students by 
start of 2025… not 
including pre-school 
“bubble”

★ Does not account for 
new construction 



Information Gathered and Discussed

❏  June 2022 Enrollment projections 
through 2031 (Peter M. Prowda, 
PhD)

❏  Current enrollment
❏ WBOE Classroom size guidelines

❏ Current Capital Projects: solar 
initiative, roof repair, Woodbridge 
Town Building Committee reports

❏ BOWA Portrait of a Graduate

❏ Beecher Road School Space 
Usage Report

❏ Beecher Road School Space 
Usage & Challenges Presentation 
(Analisa Sherman)

❏ Review of Region 20 formation 
process; Review of the Region 20: 
Temporary Regional School Study 
Committee report and presentation

❏  Equity, Safety, and Health (Dr. 
Michael Deitter): review of 
presentation from Bristol school 
system on their process of 
expanding space using existing town 
buildings

❏ Review of the process of school 
expansion in Guilford, CT starting 
with review of an Education 
Specification study. (Michael Ayles)

❏ Goals and vision formation for our 
district and town



Education Specification Study

❏ Educational specifications serve as the link between the educational 
program and school facilities, whether contemplating a new 
building, or assessing the educational adequacy of an existing building 
prior to renovation. The purpose of educational specifications is to 
clearly describe the various learning activities to be housed in the 
school, their spatial requirements, appropriate locations within the 
building or the site and any special requirements that a designer or a 
facility planner would need to consider.

❏ The development of educational specifications is more a process 
of pre-design problem definition than a process of problem 
solving. It is important that the educational specifications, as 
thoroughly as possible, describe the facility‟s anticipated uses and 
identify the specific physical characteristics that will be required to 
house and promote the proposed activities. The educational 
specifications should provide detailed parameters to guide the 
design professional’s design, rather than describe how the facility is to 
be constructed.
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Recommendations

1. Continue formal discussions with BOWA Districts to explore shared services 
including grade level organization.

2. Recommend the WBOE hire a consultant for a feasibility study, specifically an 
Education Specification Study, to explore:
a. Repurposing current spaces within Beecher Road School
b. Evaluation of other spaces in town that could be repurposed for educational 

instruction.
c. Comprehensive evaluation of space utilization and instructional needs and 

our options for addressing those needs.


