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Out of State: MORE Choices!

• Out of State – 49 states & International Options

• Universities & Colleges from coast to coast (and 
beyond) are seeking students

• Private Schools do NOT charge out of state tuition

• Some colleges will freeze tuition for four years

• WUE! 



Creating Options In Your College Search 

1) Tuition and Fees
2) Housing and Dining
3) Books and Supplies
4) Transportation

 

Costs for Students Going to College

(COA = Cost of Attendance)



2020 Estimated Costs

C O A { Cost of Attendance } Living On-Campus

Public University

Resident

Private Colleges

Resident

Public University 

Non Resident

Private Colleges

Non Resident

Tuition and Fees $7,000 – 12,000 $30,000+ $25,000 $30,000+

Housing and 

Dining

$10,000 –

15,000
$12,000 $12,000 $12,000

Books and 

Supplies
$1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000

Personal 

Expenses and 

Transportation

$2,000 $2,000 $3,000 $3,000

TOTALS: $20,000+ $45,000+ $40,000+ $45,000+

http://www.collegedata.com/cs/content/content_payarticle_tmpl.jhtml?articleId=10064



OMG
That’$ a lot of money!!



Talking WUE!!



WUE
WESTERN UNDERGRADUATE EXCHANGE

WWW.WICHE.EDU/WUE

More info MAY be found at this Website -

GOOD Idea to check for updates!!

Pro-tip: Ask the Admissions Counselor!



WUE : Western Undergraduate Exchange

What is it?? Tuition Reduction !!
Students in Western states may enroll in participating two-year and
four-year public college programs at a reduced tuition level

up to 150% of the institution’s regular resident tuition

In all cases, WUE tuition is considerably less than nonresident tuition



Tuition Reduction??

WUE Schools have 3 Tuition Rates!

Resident Tuition

Non-Resident Tuition

WUE Tuition

OK … WHAT DOES THAT MEAN???



Resident Tuition $6,000

Non-Resident Tuition $23,000

WUE Tuition 

(up to 150% of Resident Tuition)

$9,000 (Save $56,000 over 4 years!)

Financial Aid (Need based) Must do the FAFSA

Merit Scholarship (Amount varies) Will stack on top of WUE

WUE Tuition, Fin Aid & Merit 

Scholarship

$BIG Money to pay for College

These numbers are just an example!



WUE : WESTERN UNDERGRADUATE EXCHANGE

Residency:

Cannot use time on WUE to establish residency

A student receiving WUE is a

resident of their home state

& cannot satisfy the time requirement needed 

to establish residency while receiving WUE





Where are US Colleges & Universities located?



WICHE : WESTERN INTERSTATE COMMISSION 

FOR HIGHER EDUCATION

 15 Western Participating States & 1 US Territory:

 Alaska  Arizona

 California  Colorado

 Hawaii  Idaho

 Montana  Nevada

 New Mexico

 North Dakota  South Dakota

 Oregon Washington

 Utah  Wyoming

 Northern Mariana Islands



WUE : WESTERN UNDERGRADUATE EXCHANGE



WUE : Western Undergraduate Exchange

Participating Schools:

EACH College & University sets

their Qualifications to get WUE

Not every school has 

the same qualifications!!



OK there are 86 WUE 4-year Institutions

AND
Every one Sets their Own Criteria!

So want to know how to get the Dough??

Be Admitted 

Meet the Qualifications

Apply for the WUE (if necessary)



WUE : Western Undergraduate Exchange

Academic Qualification:

Some colleges / universities have additional criteria 
such as high school GPA 
or ACT/SAT test scores 

Each institution determines the qualifications 
and criteria for WUE applicants.

Pro-tip: Ask the Admissions Counselor!



WUE : Western Undergraduate Exchange

Qualification & Eligibility: 

Academic Qualification:

WUE  may not be automatically offered

or awarded  to all eligible candidates

Some WUE schools limit the number of offers

Applying EARLY may help



WUE : WESTERN UNDERGRADUATE EXCHANGE

Qualification & Eligibility:

Financial Qualification??

WUE may be based on family income / need

Check with Institution if FAFSA is required



WUE : Western Undergraduate Exchange

Qualification & Eligibility: 

What Degree Programs are Eligible?? 

Some institutions have opened their entire curriculum 
on a space-available or first-come, first serve basis; 

some schools offer only designated programs 
at the reduced WUE rate. 



WUE : Western Undergraduate Exchange

Length of Award :

Most are automatically renewable 

and capped at 4 years

Many schools have WUE Transfer Programs



PICTURE

Anchorage, Alaska

uaa.alaska.edu

Tiffany Viggiano

taviggiano@alaska.edu



About UAA & Anchorage

● Quick Facts
○ Urban Wild: Anchorage population apx. 300,000

○ 12,000 students on campus, 100+ clubs, D2 athletic teams

○ Small class sizes: 16 to 1 Student-Faculty Ratio

○ #1 Return on Long-Term Investment Among Peer Institutions

- Center on Education and Workforce

○ Open access university

○ No SATs Required

○ No Personal Statement

○ NO WUE Restrictions



Comparing Costs

● Estimated Cost of Attendance: UC vs.

UAA

Expenses Dollars

Tuition & Fees $14,000

Books & Supplies $1,200

Room & Board $16,300

TOTAL $31,500

Expenses Dollars

Est. Tuition & Fees $9,934

Books & Supplies $1,320

Room & Board $12,662

TOTAL $23,916

University of California In-State Tuition University of Alaska Anchorage WUE Tuition

● Potential Savings Your First Year at UAA: $7,584
○ All admitted students from California qualify for WUE Tuition

○ No additional application and no GPA Requirement



Fairbanks, AK

www.uaf.edu/admissions/

Andrew Luft

andrew.luft@alaska.edu



The Highlights

❖ Alaska’s Flagship University, 

founded in 1917

❖ Land, sea and space grant 

university

❖ Students on UAF’s campus: 

5,413

❖ 10:1 student to professor ratio

❖ WUE for all

❖ In-state tuition for military and 

veterans and their families

❖ Number of Thai restaurants in 

Fairbanks: 20+



WUE for All

University of Alaska Fairbanks offers the 

Western Undergraduate Exchange Scholarship

to all students from California

Annual Tuition, Fees, Housing and Meal Plan: $23,770

(compared to out-of-state, without WUE: $37,930)

Just check ‘Yes’ on your application!

78% of first year students at UAF 

receive grants or scholarships 

averaging about $8,400 per year.



PICTURE

Corvallis, OR

admissions.oregonstate.edu

Kelly Pjesky

Kelly.p@oregonstate.edu



OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY 69

Apply for additional scholarships through 
OSU ScholarDollars

Western Undergraduate 
Exchange [WUE]

CA Fall 2021 applicants reviewed for

• Automatic/holistic 
review

• Competitive/not 
guaranteed 

• Scholarships that 
reduce tuition costs to 
150% of in-state 
tuition



PORTLAND STATE UNIVERSITY



71

26,012 20,969 5,052 37% 48% 6%
total student
population

total undergrad
population

total graduate
population

first-generation 
college students

diverse ethnic & 
racial 
backgrounds

international 
(from 89 
countries)

PSU PARK BLOCKS
Home to the year-
round Portland Farmers 
Market



WUE 
(WESTERN UNDERGRADUATE EXCHANGE) NONRESIDENT

Tuition & Fees $14,318 $29,837

Books & Supplies $1,200 $1,200

Housing & Meals $13,500 $13,500

Transportation $1,710 $1,710

Personal Expenses $1,500 $1,500

TOTAL ESTIMATED COST $32,228 $47,747

COST OF ATTENDANCE



WESTERN UNDERGRADUATE 
EXCHANGE (WUE)

ELIGIBILITY

●Meet PSU’s academic requirements for WUE:

○Freshman: 3.0 cumulative unweighted high school GPA OR 1270 

SAT OR 27 ACT composite

○Transfer: 3.0 cumulative transferable college GPA

●First-time student

●Enroll full-time

●Start in fall term

●Legal resident of one of the following states or territories: AK, AZ, 

CA, CO, HI, ID, MT, NV, NM, ND, SD, UT, WA, WY, CNMI, or GU

DEADLINES

June 15

●Apply to PSU

August 1

●Submit final transcripts

OUT-OF-STATE 
OPPORTUNITY SCHOLARSHIP

ELIGIBLE NONRESIDENTS PAY 150% OF 
RESIDENT TUITION

ELIGIBILITY

Scholarship amounts vary and are calculated based on a student's 

residency status, application materials and academic performance. To 

receive the scholarship students must apply to start in fall term.

DEADLINES

June 15

●Apply to PSU

August 1

●Submit final transcripts

UP TO $10,000 ANNUALLY



PICTURE

Moscow, ID

uidaho.edu/admissions

Eva Hester



6 MILES TO 

THE AIRPORT

D1 SPORTS

200+ CLUBS & 

ORGANIZATIONS

14:1 STUDENT TO FACULTY 

RATIO

66% OF UG STUDENTS 

PARTICIPATE IN RESEARCH

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

OUTDOOR PROGRAM/ 

RENTAL CENTER

TRADITIONAL COLLEGE 

CAMPUS

17TH SAFEST COLLEGE TOWN



We are TEST OPTIONAL for Spring/Fall 

2021 Applicants!



UNIVERSITY 

OF 

WYOMING



UW Facts

• Laramie, WY

• 200+ areas of study

• 12,249 students

• 15:1 student to faculty 

ratio

• Average class size = 30

• 92 % of graduates last 

year were in grad 

school or had a job 6 

months after 

graduation

• Study Abroad 

agreements with over 

400 sites 

• Over $750 billion in 

capital construction 
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Out of State Scholarships – Brown and Gold 

Commitment and WUE - uwyo.edu/scholarships 



Insert College or Department logo here

Adrienne Loveland

weisz@uwyo.edu

720-946-9678

uwyo.edu

mailto:weisz@uwyo.edu


PICTURE

Cedar City, UT

suu.edu/admissions

Eric Bensing







Salt Lake City, UT

www.Utah.edu

Brandon Gonzalez



32,000150+
Programs of Study

#1
Research 
University

Association 
American of 
Universities

WUE
Guaranteed

17:1



University of Nevada, Reno
Schaller DeSart
775-204-9311
sdesart@unr.edu



• 3.25 Cumulated Unweighted GPA​
OR
• 1160 SAT
OR
• 24 ACT​​

• First time freshman immediately 
following high school graduation

• Open to all majors
• Must live on campus

Freshmen Eligibility



Cost Breakdown

Tuition Type
Total by Semester

15 Credits*
Total by Year
30 Credits*

Resident Tuition $3,634 $7,268

Non-Resident Tuition $11,461 $22,922

WUE Tuition $5,451 $10,902

https://www.unr.edu/tuition-and-fees
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First-Year Students

Western Undergraduate Exchange 

(WUE)

Sung K. Ahn

Enrollment Coordinator 

Admission Services
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Sung K. Ahn

ASUSungAhn@asu.edu



Copyright © 2020 Arizona Board of Regents.

WUE @ ASU

● WUE Program Overview

● First-Year Student Eligibility Requirements

● WUE Majors/Campuses

● WUE Tuition at ASU/Scholarships

● How to Apply
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How to Find Eligible Majors
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How to Apply

● Submit an application for admission including all required 

supporting documents to Admission Services

● Indicate an intended major or program that is one of the ASU 

WUE-eligible programs on the application

● Meet all other applicable ASU admission requirements.

● Students admitted to ASU for a WUE-eligible major who meet 

the requirements will be automatically added to the WUE 

program

○ WUE discount is not easily visible until a student registers 

for classes and receives tuition charges

https://webapp4.asu.edu/uga_admissionsapp/
https://webapp4.asu.edu/programs/t5/programs/Keyword/wue/undergrad/false


Copyright © 2020 Arizona Board of Regents.

Questions?

Sung Ahn

Enrollment Coordinator

Admission Services

ASUsungahn@asu.edu

Our emails are below, but you can always reach out directly to your admission 

counselor as they are WUE experts as well: https://admission.asu.edu/findmyrep

https://admission.asu.edu/findmyrep


Flagstaff, AZ

nau.edu/admissions

Betsie Rugg-Stassen



NAU: Education, Elevated

‘Jacks Facts

Flagstaff, Arizona 

▪ 400+ clubs & organizations

▪ Health and Learning Center

▪ Student support programs 

▪ NCAA Division I athletics
Mascot: Louie the Lumberjack 

Student Life

▪ Four distinct seasons 

▪ 7,000 feet above sea level 

▪ Outdoor adventures-Grand Canyon 

▪ 9th best college town in the U.S.

*24/7 Wall St., 2019

▪ 20,000 undergraduate students

▪ 97 majors 

▪ 19:1 student to faculty ratio

▪ Average class size: 35

▪ 9 academic colleges 

Academics 

Virtual campus tour: nau.edu/virtual-nau



4 years of English

3 years of Lab Science

2 years of Second Language*

1 year of Fine Art and/or CTE*

4 years of Math 2 years of Social Sciences*  

*One year must be U.S. History

*CTE: Career & Technical Education

*Two years of the same language

Guaranteed Admission

▪ 3.0+ unweighted core GPA

▪ No deficiencies in core classes

Admission Consideration

▪ 2.5+ unweighted core GPA

▪ No more than one deficiency in any 

two areas

16 Core Classes

Apply at nau.edu/apply

First-Year Admission Requirements Test Score Optional

Virtual campus tour: nau.edu/virtual-nau



The Value of NAU

$15,975

Fees: $1,246

Housing: $5,852

Meal Plan: $5,254

Books/Supplies: $1,000

2020-2021 WUE Tuition *Estimated costs

Additional Costs*

Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE) 

WUE applies to every academic 

program at NAU

Virtual campus tour: nau.edu/virtual-nau



Grand Junction, CO

Coloradomesa.edu/admissions

Mia Nissen

mnissen@coloradomesa.edu



COLORADO
RESIDENT RATES

OUT-OF-STATE  

RESIDENT RATES

OUT-OF-STATE
RESIDENT RATES

$8,343 $12,900 $22,200

$11,718 $11,718 $11,718

UNDERGRADUAT
E  TUITION

RESIDENCE HALLAND  
MEALPLAN AVERAGE

FEES $963

$21,024

$963

$ 25,581

$963

$34,881

CMUBOUND



Pueblo, CO

csupueblo.edu/admissions

Noelle Clark



141



143



PICTURE

Fort Collins, CO

admissions.colostate.edu

Ellesse Goodman







Colorado Springs, CO

uccs.edu/admissions

Vanessa Ea

vea@uccs.edu



Scholarships & Aid

Presidential 

Non-Resident Award
Available to all out-of-state students

110% of in-state tuition (~$40,000 over 4 years)
by competitive selection

Chancellor’s 

Leadership Class
Available to all students

$16,000 over 4 years
by competitive selection

Peak Award
Non-Resident (not WUE)

$25,000 over 4 years



PICTURE

Albuquerque, NM

UNM.edu

GaryB

GaryB@UNM.edu

Anonymous - 2c359be1-0874-4755-aa16-7ea27ff263f5
Squiggly
GaryB@UNM.edu

Anonymous - 2c359be1-0874-4755-aa16-7ea27ff263f5
Squiggly
Albuquerque, NM
UNM.edu
GaryB
GaryB@UNM.edu



University of Numerous Majors
Over 200 academic programs

Architecture, Business, Engineering, Education, 

Film, Fine Arts, Arts & Sciences, Health Sciences, 

Nursing, Medicine, Pharmacy, Law, Honors College

Mountain West Conference: Division 1 Athletics

UNM Housing
University Nice as a Marriott

UNM Dining
Unlimited Number of Meals
Freshman 15 Guaranteed!



University of New Mexico

yoU Need Money

$cholarships

GPA = 2.8+  you’re eligible !!
LUE or WUE : Western Undergraduate Exchange 

Total value over 4 years: $50,000+

GPA = 3.0+ WUE Plus 

or Amigo Scholarship!!
friendliest program ever!

In State (Resident) Tuition

Total value over 4 years: $60,000+

NO Separate Application!!



2020 COA – Cost of Attendance 
University of New Mexico

WUE - Tuition & Fees
WUE Plus - Tuition & Fees

$12,794
$8,863

Housing and Dining $10,262

Books and Supplies $1,266

WUE – COA (Cost of Attendance) $23,322

WUE Plus – COA (Cost of Attendance) $20,391

*FAFSA – Need Based Fin Aid Available Class of 2021 – Submit begins Oct 01, 2020

• Class of 2021 can Apply NOW! Email me … GaryB@UNM.edu

• Automatically considered for eligibility when applying for admission from a WUE state 
• No additional application for WUE or WUE Plus
• WUE / WUE Plus Only available at the time of first time enrollment at UNM 
• Either Freshman or Transfer

mailto:GaryB@UNM.edu


: 

E 

NDERWRITE 

DUCATION
Your ticket to 

affordable 

out-of-state college 

in the West



Thank You!! 

Higher Ed – Lower Cost




