
Introduction to Financial Aid



Terminology - Financial Aid is an Umbrella



Sources of Financial Aid



Examples of Federal Financial Aid Programs



Examples of State Financial Aid

“Free” money, you do not have to pay back

“Free” money, you do not have to pay back

Specific jobs only available to people who qualify

“Free” money, only for tuition and books, only for 
WA colleges



Starting with the Basics - Rule of 1

How do I know which to apply for? 

WASFA (Washington Application for State 
Financial Aid) -  State Financial Aid for Undocumented Individuals and Select Non-Citizens -  Washington State 
offers financial aid programs to students who aren’t eligible for federal financial aid because of immigration status. These 
students still need to meet other program requirements. To find out if you qualify, complete the free WASFA to apply for 
state financial aid.

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://readysetgrad.wa.gov/wasfa-washington-application-state-financial-aid


Apply for a FSA ID - studentaid.gov/fsa-id
An FSA ID is a username and password that gives you access to Federal Student Aid’s online 
systems and can serve as your legal signature.

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch




What Happens Next? Here is a link for great 
graphic explaining the process

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/fafsa-process.png


Verification



Where does financial work and how do I find the 
right school for me?
How do I find the right college or career school for me?

Types of Schools
There is a wide array of schools available for higher education. Options include two- and four-year colleges and universities, 
vocational, trade, and career schools, online schools, and graduate schools. Different schools serve different purposes. 
Make sure you choose the type of school that helps you achieve your goals.

Accreditation
● An accredited school meets certain standards set by an independent agency. It helps ensure the training or 

education you get meets employer standards in a specific field. If you attend a school that isn’t accredited, you might 
not be able to get any financial aid.



College Bound Scholarship

888-535-0747, opt 1
collegebound@wsac.wa.gov

mailto:collegebound@wsac.wa.gov


theWashboard.org

https://www.thewashboard.org/


Scholarship Search Engines

● Lake Stevens High Schools scholarship page
● gearup.wa.gov/educators/scholarships
● bigfuture.collegeboard.org
● collegegreenlight.com
● Scholarshipjunkies.org
● Fastweb.com
● Scholarships.com
● unigo.com

https://www.lkstevens.wednet.edu/Page/2011
http://gearup.wa.gov/educators/scholarships
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/
https://www.collegegreenlight.com/
https://www.scholarshipjunkies.org/
https://www.fastweb.com/
https://www.scholarships.com/
https://www.unigo.com/


Other Ways to Pay for College



Remember!

FAFSA will NOT send out reminders but your 
college should! Follow FAFSA on social media if 
that will help! Deadlines are set by each college, 
they vary greatly!



Additional informational websites:
Do You Need Money for College? 

Student Aid - Federal Student Aid

LSHS Scholarship list

You know you have to fill out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA®) form, but maybe you’re not sure what to do.

Kim LaFortune - Career Guidance Specialist

Email:            kim_lafortune@lkstevens.wednet.edu

https://studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/do-you-need-money.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/
https://www.lkstevens.wednet.edu/Page/2011
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out
https://studentaid.gov/apply-for-aid/fafsa/filling-out

