
The 2023 CRSD Summer Read Book Lists are a compilation of recommendations from CRSD librarians, AASL book 
lists, Reading Olympics lists, state award lists and ALA award winners. Like a mirror, some books on the list will help 

students reflect on their culture and help build their identity. Other books will be a window, offering a view into 
someone else’s life experience. The list honors the lives of all our students.

Book Cover Title Author Short Description

A Rover's Story Jasmine Warga

New York Times bestseller * Best Book of the Year from The Washington Post, Publishers Weekly, 
New York Public Library, Chicago Public Library The One and Only Ivan meets The Wild Robot in 

this unique and deeply moving middle grade novel about the journey of a fictional Mars rover, from 
the Newbery Honor–winning author of Other Words for Home. Meet Resilience, a Mars rover 

determined to live up to his name. Res was built to explore Mars. He was not built to have human 
emotions. But as he learns new things from the NASA scientists who assemble him, he begins to 

develop humanlike feelings. Maybe there’s a problem with his programming…. Human emotions or 
not, launch day comes, and Res blasts off to Mars, accompanied by a friendly drone helicopter 
named Fly. But Res quickly discovers that Mars is a dangerous place filled with dust storms and 

giant cliffs. As he navigates Mars’s difficult landscape, Res is tested in ways that go beyond space 
exploration. As millions of people back on Earth follow his progress, will Res have the 

determination, courage, and resilience to succeed… and survive? 

Frizzy Claribel A. Ortega

Winner of the 2023 Pura Belpré Award for Children's Text  New York Times-bestselling author 
Claribel A. Ortega and star debut artist Rose Bousamra's Frizzy is about Marlene, a young 

Dominican girl whose greatest enemy is the hair salon! Through her struggles and triumphs, this 
heartwarming and gorgeous middle-grade graphic novel shows the radical power of accepting 

yourself as you are, frizzy curls and all. Marlene loves three things: books, her cool Tía Ruby and 
hanging out with her best friend Camila. But according to her mother, Paola, the only thing she 

needs to focus on is school and "growing up." That means straightening her hair every weekend so 
she could have "presentable", "good hair". But Marlene hates being in the salon and doesn't 

understand why her curls are not considered pretty by those around her. With a few hiccups, a 
dash of embarrassment, and the much-needed help of Camila and Tia Ruby—she slowly starts a 

journey to learn to appreciate and proudly wear her curly hair.

Odder Katherine Applegate

Now a #1 New York Times bestseller! A touching and lyrical tale about a remarkable sea otter, from 
Newbery Medalist Katherine Applegate, author of Wishtree.  Meet Odder, the Queen of Play: 

Nobody has her moves.
She doesn’t just swim to the bottom,she dive-bombs.

She doesn’t just somersault,she triple-doughnuts.
She doesn’t just ride the waves,she makes them. Odder spends her days off the coast of central 
California, practicing her underwater acrobatics and spinning the quirky stories for which she’s 

known. She’s a fearless daredevil, curious to a fault. But when Odder comes face-to-face with a 
hungry great white shark, her life takes a dramatic turn, one that will challenge everything she 

believes about herself—and about the humans who hope to save her. Inspired by the true story of a 
Monterey Bay Aquarium program that pairs orphaned otter pups with surrogate mothers, this 

poignant and humorous tale told in free verse examines bravery and healing through the eyes of 
one of nature’s most beloved and charming animals.



Swim Team Johnnie Christmas

National Book Award Longlist, Jane Addams Book Award, Chicago Public Library Best of the Best, 
CYBILS Awards, Children’s Book Council’s Children’s Favorites Award, Harvey Award, Kirkus 

Reviews Best Books, ALA Black Caucus Award, Sunshine State Young Readers Award (Florida), 
Amazon.com Best Books of the Month, Maryland Black-Eyed Susan Award nominee, Coretta Scott 

King Award (Illustrator), CBC Best Book of the Year  Bree can’t wait for her first day at her new 
middle school, Enith Brigitha, home to the Mighty Manatees—until she’s stuck with the only elective 

that fits her schedule, the dreaded Swim 101. The thought of swimming makes Bree more than a 
little queasy, yet she’s forced to dive headfirst into one of her greatest fears. Lucky for her, Etta, an 
elderly occupant of her apartment building and former swim team captain, is willing to help. With 

Etta’s training and a lot of hard work, Bree suddenly finds her swim-crazed community counting on 
her to turn the school’s failing team around. But that’s easier said than done, especially when their 
rival, the prestigious Holyoke Prep, has everything they need to leave the Mighty Manatees in their 
wake. Can Bree defy the odds and guide her team to a state championship, or have the Manatees 

swum their last lap—for good?

Ben Yokoama and the 
Cookie of Doom Matthew A. Swanson

Meet Ben, a literal-minded kid with a big heart and an even bigger sweet-tooth, who cracks open a 
fortune cookie and discovers that TODAY might be his last day on Earth! When Ben reads his 
fortune-cookie fortune, he's alarmed and inspired. Immediately, he begins drafting a bucket list of 
unfinished tasks and lifelong dreams (finish his 1000-piece model of the Taj Mahal, eat an entire 
cake, etc....). As Ben marches himself in and out of trouble, takes useful risks, and helps both his 
parents to see the bigger picture, readers discover how something that seems scary can instead be 
empowering--leading to friendships that might never have been made, neighbors that might never 
have been known, and apple pies that might otherwise never have been baked.

Skandar The Unicorn Thief A. F. Steadman

Soar into a breathtaking world of heroes and unicorns as you’ve never seen them before in this 
fantastical middle grade debut perfect for fans of the Percy Jackson and Eragon series!

Skandar Smith has always yearned to leave the Mainland and escape to the secretive Island, 
where wild unicorns roam free. He’s spent years studying for his Hatchery exam, the annual test 

that selects a handful of Mainlander thirteen-year-olds to train to become unicorn riders. But on the 
day of Skandar’s exam, things go horribly wrong, and his hopes are shattered…until a mysterious 
figure knocks on his door at midnight, bearing a message: the Island is in peril and Skandar must 

answer its call.
Skandar is thrust into a world of epic sky battles, dangerous clashes with wild unicorns, and rumors 

of a shadowy villain amassing a unicorn army. And the closer Skandar grows to his newfound 
friends and community of riders, the harder it becomes to keep his secrets—especially when he 

discovers their lives may all be in graver danger than he ever imagined.

Invisible Christina Diaz Gonzalez 
and Gabriela Epstein

For fans of New Kid and Allergic, a must-have graphic novel about five very different students who 
are forced together by their school to complete community service... and may just have more in 

common than they thought.Can five overlooked kids make one big difference?
There’s George: the brain

Sara: the loner
Dayara: the tough kid

Nico: the rich kid
And Miguel: the athlete

And they’re stuck together when they’re forced to complete their school’s community service hours. 
Although they’re sure they have nothing in common with one another, some people see them as all 
the same . . . just five Spanish-speaking kids.Then they meet someone who truly needs their help, 

and they must decide whether they are each willing to expose their own secrets to help . . . or if 
remaining invisible is the only way to survive middle school.With text in English and Spanish, 
Invisible features a groundbreaking format paired with an engaging, accessible, and relatable 

storyline



School Trip Jerry Craft

 New York Times bestselling author Jerry Craft is back with the newest adventures of Jordan, 
Drew, Liam, and all the characters that fans first met in New Kid, winner of the Newbery Award and 
the Coretta Scott King Author Award! In this full-color contemporary graphic novel, the gang from 
Riverdale Academy Day is heading to Paris, for an international education like you’ve never seen 
before… Jordan, Drew, Liam, Maury, and their friends from Riverdale Academy Day School are 

heading out on a school trip to Paris. As an aspiring artist himself, Jordan can’t wait to see all the 
amazing art in the famous City of Lights. But when their trusted faculty guides are replaced at the 

last minute, the school trip takes an unexpected—and hilarious—turn. Especially when trying to find 
their way around a foreign city ends up being almost as tricky as navigating the same friendships, 
fears, and differences that they struggle with at home. Will Jordan and his friends embrace being 
exposed to a new language, unfamiliar food, and a different culture? Or will they all end up feeling 

like the “new kid”?

The One and Only Ruby Katherine Applegate

From beloved powerhouse author Katherine Applegate comes The One and Only Ruby, starring 
the adorable baby elephant from the Newbery Medal-winning modern classic The One and Only 
Ivan and its bestselling sequel, The One and Only Bob. Ruby’s story picks up a few months after 
the events of The One and Only Bob. Now living in a wildlife sanctuary, Ruby’s caretaker from the 

elephant orphanage in Africa where she grew up is visiting. Seeing him again brings back a flood of 
memories both happy and sad of her life before the circus, and she recounts the time she spent in 

the African savannah to Ivan and Bob. In the timeless way that only Katherine Applegate could 
craft, this highly anticipated novel in verse is the perfect mix of heartfelt and humorous, poignant 

and sweet. Artist Patricia Castelao returns to the world of Ivan and his friends with gorgeous black-
and-white interior illustrations to complete the story. 

Rez Dogs Joseph Bruchac

Renowned author Joseph Bruchac tells a powerful story of a girl who learns more about her 
Penacook heritage while sheltering in place with her grandparents during the coronavirus 

pandemic.  Malian loves spending time with her grandparents at their home on a Wabanaki 
reservation—she’s there for a visit when, suddenly, all travel shuts down. There’s a new virus 

making people sick, and Malian will have to stay with her grandparents for the duration. Everyone is 
worried about the pandemic, but Malian knows how to keep her family safe: She protects her 

grandparents, and they protect her. She doesn’t go out to play with friends, she helps her 
grandparents use video chat, and she listens to and learns from their stories. And when Malsum, 
one of the dogs living on the rez, shows up at their door, Malian’s family knows that he’ll protect 

them too. Told in verse inspired by oral storytelling, this novel about the COVID-19 pandemic 
highlights the ways in which Indigenous nations and communities cared for one another through 

plagues of the past, and how they keep caring for one another today.



Across the Desert Dusti Bowling

 One girl sets out on a journey across the treacherous Arizona desert to rescue a young pilot 
stranded after a plane crash in this gripping story of survival, friendship, and rescue from a 

bestselling and award-winning author. Twelve-year-old Jolene spends every day she can at the 
library watching her favorite livestream: The Desert Aviator, where twelve-year-old “Addie Earhart” 
shares her adventures flying an ultralight plane over the desert. While watching this daring girl fly 
through the sky, Jolene can dream of what it would be like to fly with her, far away from her own 

troubled home life where her mother struggles with a narcotic addiction. And Addie, who is grieving 
the loss of her father, finds solace in her online conversations with Jolene, her biggest—and only—

fan. Then, one day, it all goes wrong: Addie's engine abruptly stops, and Jolene watches in 
helpless horror as the ultralight plummets to the ground and the video goes dark. Jolene knows that 

Addie won’t survive long in the extreme summer desert heat. With no one to turn to for help and 
armed with only a hand-drawn map and a stolen cell phone, it's up to Jolene to find a way to save 
the Desert Aviator. Packed with adventure and heart, Across the Desert speaks to the resilience, 

hope, and strength within each of us.

Unplugged Gordon Korman

As the son of the world’s most famous tech billionaire, spoiled Jett Baranov has always gotten what 
he wanted. So when his father’s private jet drops him in the middle of the Arkansas wilderness, at a 

place called the Oasis, Jett can’t believe it. He’s forced to hand over his cell phone, eat grainy 
veggie patties, and participate in wholesome activities with the other kids, who he has absolutely no 

interest in hanging out with. As the weeks go on, Jett starts to get used to the unplugged life and 
even bonds with the other kids over their discovery of a baby-lizard-turned-pet, Needles. But he 

can’t help noticing that the adults at the Oasis are acting really strange. Jett is determined to get to 
the bottom of things, but can he convince everybody that he is no longer just a spoiled brat who is 

making trouble?

Chester Keene Cracks the 
Code Keekla Magoon

Cracking the code isn’t all it’s cracked up to be in this scavenger-hunt adventure from a Coretta 
Scott King Honor–winning author.  Chester Keene takes great comfort in his routines. After school 
Monday to Thursday is bowling, and Friday, the best of days, is laser tag! But most special of all is 

when Chester gets secret spy messages from his dad, who is always on covert government 
assignments, which is why Chester has never met him.  Then, one day at lunch, Chester’s 

classmate Skye approaches him with a clue. They’ve been tasked with a complex puzzle-solving 
mission. Chester takes their assignments very seriously, but Skye treats it like a big game. Skye 
proves to be a useful partner and good company, even if her haphazard, free-wheeling ways are 
disruptive to Chester’s carefully curated schedule. As Chester and Skye get closer to their final 
clue, they discover the key to their spy assignment: they have to stop a heist! But cracking this 

code might lead to a discovery Chester never saw coming.

Ogress and the Orphans Kelly Barnhill

 A new instant-classic fantasy about the power of generosity and love, and how a community 
suffers when they disappear, by Kelly Barnhill, winner of the Newbery Medal for The Girl Who 

Drank the Moon, a New York Times bestseller. Stone-in-the-Glen, once a lovely town, has fallen on 
hard times. Fires, floods, and other calamities have caused the people to lose their library, their 

school, their park, and even their neighborliness. The people put their faith in the Mayor, a dazzling 
fellow who promises he alone can help. After all, he is a famous dragon slayer. (At least, no one 
has seen a dragon in his presence.) Only the clever children of the Orphan House and the kindly 
Ogress at the edge of town can see how dire the town’s problems are. Then one day a child goes 

missing from the Orphan House. At the Mayor’s suggestion, all eyes turn to the Ogress. The 
Orphans know this can’t be: the Ogress, along with a flock of excellent crows, secretly delivers gifts 
to the people of Stone-in-the-Glen.But how can the Orphans tell the story of the Ogress’s goodness 
to people who refuse to listen? And how can they make their deluded neighbors see the real villain 

in their midst?



Maizy Chen's Last Chance Lisa Yee

NEWBERY HONOR AWARD • NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FINALIST •
ASIAN/PACIFIC AMERICAN AWARD FOR YOUTH LITERATURE WINNER Maizy has never been 

to Last Chance, Minnesota . . . until now. Her mom’s plan is just to stay for a couple weeks, until 
her grandfather gets better. But plans change, and as Maizy spends more time in Last Chance 

(where she and her family are the only Asian Americans) and at the Golden Palace—the restaurant 
that’s been in her family for generations—she makes some discoveries. For instance:

You can tell a LOT about someone by the way they order food. 
And people can surprise you. Sometimes in good ways, sometimes in disappointing ways.

And the Golden Palace has secrets.
But the more Maizy discovers, the more questions she has. Like, why are her mom and her 

grandmother always fighting? Who are the people in the photographs on the office wall? And when 
she discovers that a beloved family treasure has gone missing—and someone has left a racist 

note—Maizy decides it’s time to find the answers.


