
The 2023 CRSD Summer Read Book Lists are a compilation of recommendations from CRSD librarians, AASL 
book lists, Reading Olympics lists, state award lists and ALA award winners. Like a mirror, some books on the 

list will help students reflect on their culture and help build their identity. Other books will be a window, offering 
a view into someone else’s life experience. The list honors the lives of all our students.

Book Cover Title Author Short Description

Hot Dog Doug Salati

2023 Caldecott Medal Winner!  This hot dog has had enough of summer in the city! 
Enough of sizzling sidewalks, enough of wailing sirens, enough of people’s feet right in 
his face. When he plops down in the middle of a crosswalk, his owner endeavors to get 
him the breath of fresh air he needs. She hails a taxi, hops a train, and ferries out to the 
beach.  Here, a pup can run!  With fluid art and lyrical text that have the soothing effect 
of waves on sand, award-winning author Doug Salati shows us how to find calm and 

carry it back with us so we can appreciate the small joys in a day.

Knight Owl Christopher Denise

 A 2023 Caldecott Honor Winner and New York Times Bestseller!  A determined Owl 
builds strength and confidence in this medieval picture book about the real mettle of a 
hero: wits, humor, and heart.  Since the day he hatched, Owl dreamed of becoming a 

real knight. He may not be the biggest or the strongest, but his sharp nocturnal instincts 
can help protect the castle, especially since many knights have recently gone missing. 
While holding guard during Knight Night Watch, Owl is faced with the ultimate trial—a 

frightening intruder. It’s a daunting duel by any measure. But what Owl lacks in size, he 
makes up for in good ideas. Full of wordplay and optimism, this surprising display of 

bravery proves that cleverness (and friendship) can rule over brawn.

Berry Song Michaela Goade

A 2023 Caldecott Honor book! On an island at the edge of a wide, wild sea, a girl and 
her grandmother gather gifts from the earth. Salmon from the stream, herring eggs from 

the ocean, and in the forest, a world of berries. Through the seasons, they sing to the 
land as the land sings to them. Brimming with joy and gratitude, in every step of their 

journey, they forge a deeper kinship with both the earth and the generations that came 
before, joining in the song that connects us all. Michaela Goade's luminous rendering of 

water and forest, berries and jams glows with her love of the land and offers an 
invitation to readers to deepen their own relationship with the earth. 



Three Billy Goats Gruff Mac Barnett

Once there was a bridge and a terrible and VERY hungry troll lived underneath it. When 
the three Billy Goats Gruff decide to clip-clop across the bridge to get to the grassy 

ridge, the troll is already imagining all the way to prepare a delicious goat dinner. But the 
troll underestimates those seemingly sweet but oh-so-savvy goats! This is the first in a 
groundbreaking new collection of fractured fairy tales crafted by one of today's most 

celebrated and acclaimed authors, Mac Barnett, and brought to stunning visual life by 
award-winning and beloved creator of I Want My Hat Back, Jon Klassen. Told with pitch 
perfect timing and pacing, hilarious detail, and Barnett's signature narrator voice, this is 
Billy Goats Gruff as never before. High-stakes page turns will have readers on the edge 
of their seats and giggling along, as they join each goat and anticipate the arrival of the 
hungry and terrible troll living under the bridge. So get ready to experience picture book 

magic... all you have to do is cross the bridge!

Gigi and Ojiji Melissa Iwai

Gigi can’t wait for her Ojiji—Japanese grandpa—to move in. Gigi plans lots of things to 
do with him, like playing tag, reading books, and teaching Roscoe, the family dog, new 
tricks. But her plans don’t work out quite the way she’d hoped. And her grandpa doesn’t 

seem to like Roscoe. Will Gigi find a way to connect with her Ojiji? 

It Fell From the Sky Terry Fan and Eric Fan

It fell from the sky on a Thursday. None of the insects know where it came from, or what 
it is. Some say it’s an egg. Others, a gumdrop. But whatever it is, it fell near Spider’s 

house, so he’s convinced it belongs to him. Spider builds a wonderous display so that 
insects from far and wide can come look at the marvel. Spider has their best interests at 
heart. So what if he has to charge a small fee? So what if the lines are long? So what if 
no one can even see the wonder anymore? But what will Spider do after everyone stops 

showing up?

Someone Builds the 
Dream Lisa Wheeler and Loren Long

Gorgeously written and illustrated, this is an eye-opening exploration of the many types 
of work that go into building our world–from the making of a bridge to a wind farm, an 

amusement park, and even the very picture book that you are reading. An architect may 
dream up the plans for a house, but someone has to actually work the saws and pound 
the nails. This book is a thank-you to the skilled women and men who work tirelessly to 

see our dreams brought to life.

Very Good Hats Emma Straub

Some people think hats are fancy things you can buy at a dressy store, but that’s just 
the tip of the iceberg. In this book, acorns and raspberries are snug hats for your 

fingers, and an empty pudding cup is a good hat for a stuffed bear. Pajama pants make 
dangly hats, books can be dramatic hats, and bubbles make very fine hats as well (if 

temporary). Readers will be delighted to discover that anything can be a hat if you 
believe it is. Hats are everywhere you look!



The Eyebrows of 
Doom Steve Smallman

While sweeping his cave one day, a bear named Dave meets two slugs covered in fuzz 
who look curiously like eyebrows—and they cause hilarious trouble wherever they go!  

A bear named Dave is sweeping his cave one day when two slugs, covered in fuzz, 
emerge from the dust pile and announce that they are THE Eyebrows of Doom. 

Suddenly, Dave feels the urge to do something unkind, so he crashes through a fence 
at the nearby campsite and eats all of the campers’ food and knocks down their tents. 
The evil Eyebrows then find a young girl named Molly, who smushes her ice cream all 
over her grandfather. But when the Eyebrows try to disrupt things at the zoo, they get a 

big surprise!

Fantastic Bureau of 
Imagination Brad Montague

 Every day, special figment agent Sparky delivers all the mail the FBI receives to the 
proper department, like the Office of the Unexplainable or the Department of Dreams. It’
s a big job, but Sparky keeps everything running smoothly . . . until disaster strikes when 
the Cave of Untold Stories overflows and threatens to topple the whole bureau. It turns 
out too many people have been holding in their big ideas, and now Sparky must recruit 
more agents to share their dreams, songs, and stories with the world. And now, dear 

reader, will you join the effort and become a special agent before it’s too late? The FBI 
is counting on you!

The Yawns are 
Coming Christopher Eliopoulos

Two best friends have big plans for their sleepover. They aren’t going to go to bed at 
all–they’ll stay up playing all night long. But then it happens: The YAWNS show up! And 
as much as they try to outrun and hide from them, it’s no use: The Yawns catch them. 

Maybe they could keep going anyway, but then a DOZE arrives . . . followed by the 
dreaded SNORES. Will our heroes escape the SLEEPIES? Need a funny bedtime book 
that will stealthily bring on a snooze and still have your child asking to hear it night after 

night? Look no further than The Yawns Are Coming!

Sir Ladybug Corey Tabor

From Caldecott Honoree and two-time Geisel Award–winning author-illustrator Corey R. 
Tabor, this is a fresh and funny young graphic novel series sure to delight readers. 

Perfect for fans of Catwad, Bird & Squirrel, and Narwhal & Jelly. Ladies and gentlebugs, 
presenting the duke of the dandelion patch, champion of truth and justice, the one, the 

only—Sir Ladybug! 

This is a Story John Schu

With a sea-horse kite in hand, a child heads out with Dad to the library. On the way they 
stop at a park, joining lots of people, some of whom are flying kites, too. At the library, a 
person toting a big pile of books hands over a story on a favorite subject: the sea horse. 
All around, there are readers poring over books, each with their own questions, ideas to 
explore, hopes for the future, and imaginations ready to spark. With a warm, lyrical text 
and tenderly expressive illustrations, John Schu and Lauren Castillo invite us to imagine 

the myriad ways that books can foster connection and understanding—and how they 
can empower children, through their own passions, to transform the world.



Endlessly Ever After Laurel Snyder

Award-winning creators Laurel Snyder and Dan Santat transform a crowd of classic 
tales into an ever-changing, fascinating, laugh-out-loud choose-your-path picture book, 
in which you may find a sleeping maiden, waste away in a sticky licorice cage, discover 
the gold at the end of a wild goose chase, or maybe (just maybe) save yourself―and 

the day! 

My Kingdom of 
Darkness (Pets Rule 

#1) Susan Tan

This series is part of Scholastic's early chapter book line, Branches, aimed at newly 
independent readers. Meet Ember, a rescue Chihuahua who has just been adopted by 
the Chin family. Ember is no ordinary dog: he thinks he is an evil overlord, destined to 
rule the world. He enlists the help of the other pets in the house, like Smelly Steve the 

hamster and Neo the canary, to take over the neighborhood. Their first mission is 
defeating Masher, the mean squirrel who lives next door. But to his shock, Ember finds 

himself growing attached to his minions and the Chin family, especially Lucy. Does 
Ember still have what it takes to control of the neighborhood and the world?

A Peek at Beaks: 
Tools Birds Use Sara Levine 

Have you ever seen a bird using a jackhammer? What about one scooping up a meal 
with a net? Of course birds can’t really use tools, at least not the way humans do. But 
birds have surprisingly helpful tools with them at all times—their beaks! Guess which 
birds have beaks resembling commonly used tools in this playful picture book from 

award-winning author Sara Levine. Delightfully detailed collage artwork by Kate Slater 
helps this book take flight!


