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ELEMENTARY GUIDANCE PROMOTION

- The Board recognlzes that a policy of promotlon must be based on the

- needs of the individual child. The guidance promotion regqulation

provides for such an approach.

Pupils are assigned to a spec1f1c grade each year after careful study
and an analy813 of what seems best for the child. This regulation ac-
cepts continuous progress as highly desirable, but reserves the right
to modify this procedure for individual children. The child who has
average measured intelligence, who does not display a readiness to
meet successfully the challenge and concepts presented at the next
level or grade due to social, physical, emotional, and mental immatu-
rity, the child who has missed a great deal of school work due to ex- -
tended absences, the child whose school success has been hampered by
a specific physical dlsablllty may profit from a deceleration of
classroom work or retention.

Every decision regarding the.assignment of a child should be based on
a concensus of all concerned. Decisions should be based on a careful
evaluation of such data as: the child's chronologlcal age, measured
mental ability, physical growth, social experience, scholastic a-
chievement, attitude, future goals and desires. Members of the school
staff should confer with the child's parents to ascertain their under-
standlng of the problems existing and to SOllClt suggestlons concern-
ing the child's future program. :

If the final decision is that the child will be better served by re-
peating a grade or by some other variation of the usual promotional
pattern, it is imperative that this be explained to the parents and
the child. The pupil and his/her parents also should understand what
the school 1ntends to do to assist the pupll in his/her future school—
ing.

As early as possible in the third marking period, the teacher should
1dent1fy to the building principal, children who are possible consid-
- erations for retention. A program of compiling all information should
be initiated. This would include teacher anecdotal records, achieve-
" ment records, psychologist's evaluations, etc. When additional infor-
mation is needed, the readlng teacher, school nurse, and former teach-”
should be consulted.

The teacher and principal should meet with the parents to ascertain
their understandlng of the existing problems and to solicit sugges-
tions concerning the parents' desire for their child's future educa-
tlonal program.
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If after the meeting with the parents, they are not convinced that
the decision of retention is in the best interest of their child, the
principal and teacher shall institute any further action that would
clarify the situation. This information will then be explained to
the parents with the pr1nc1pal making the final decision regardlng
retentlon.

If retention of the grade, or a program of deceleratlon of class work
is decided upon, the principal and teacher(s) should meet together to
develop a program for the child in the following school year. - Diag-
nostic testing should be done to provide a criteria for developing
the program best geared to the child.

The parents w1ll be informed of the program developed for their child
and his/her progress reported periodically throughout the new school
year. .



