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B. Governance and Administration
California Education Code (EC) sections 56195 et seq. and 56205 
Participating Local Educational Agencies 
Participating local educational agencies (LEAs) included in the Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA) local plan must be identified in Attachment I.  
Special Education Local Plan Area—Local Plan Requirements
Policies, Procedures, and Programs  
Pursuant to EC sections 56122 and 56205(a), the SELPA ensures conformity with Title 20 United States Code (USC) and in accordance with Title 34 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Section 300.201 and has in effect policies, procedures, and programs. For each of the following 23 areas, identify whether or not, each of the following provisions of law are adopted as stated. If the policy is not adopted as stated, briefly describe the SELPA's policy for the given area. In all cases, provide the SELPA policy and procedure numbers (If applicable. Leave blank if not applicable); the document title; and the physical location where the policy can be found.
1. Free Appropriate Public Education: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(1); EC 56205(a)(1)
"It shall be the policy of this LEA that a free appropriate public education is available to all children with disabilities residing in the LEA between the ages of 3 and 21, inclusive, including children with disabilities who have been suspended or expelled from school." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
2. Full Educational Opportunity: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(2); EC 56205(a)(2)
“It shall be the policy of this LEA that all children with disabilities have access to educational programs, non-academic programs, and services available to non-disabled children.” The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated:
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
3. Child Find: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(3); EC 56205(a)(3)
"It shall be the policy of this LEA that all children with disabilities residing in the State, including children with disabilities who are homeless or are wards of the State and children with disabilities attending private schools, regardless of the severity of their disabilities, who are in need of special education and related services, are identified, located, and evaluated. A practical method has been developed and implemented to determine which children with disabilities are currently receiving needed special education and related services." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
4. Individualized Education Program (IEP) and Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP):20 USC Section 1412(a)(4); EC 56205(a)(4)
“It shall be the policy of this LEA that an IEP, or an IFSP that meets the requirements of 20 USC Section 1436 (d), is developed, implemented, reviewed, and revised for each child with a disability who requires special education and related services in accordance with 20 USC Section 1414 (d). It shall be the policy of this LEA that an IEP will be conducted on at least an annual basis to review a student’s progress and make appropriate revisions.” The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
5. Least Restrictive Environment: USC Section 1412(a)(5); EC 56205(a)(5)
 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA that to the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, including children in public or private institutions or other care facilities, are educated with children who are not disabled. Special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of children with disabilities from the general educational environment, occurs only when the nature or severity of the disability of a child is such that education in regular classes with the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved satisfactorily." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
6. Procedural Safeguards: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(6); EC 56205(a)(6) 
“It shall be the policy of this LEA that children with disabilities and their parents shall be afforded all procedural safeguards according to state and federal laws and regulations.” The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
7. Evaluation: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(7); EC 56205(a)(7) 
“It shall be the policy of this LEA that a reassessment of a child with a disability shall be conducted at least once every three years or more frequently, if appropriate.” The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated:
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
8. Confidentiality: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(8); EC 56205(a)(8) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA that the confidentiality of personally identifiable data, information, and records maintained by the LEA relating to children with disabilities and their parents and families shall be protected pursuant to the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, non-academic programs, and services available to non-disabled children." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
9. Part C to Part B Transition: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(9); EC 56205(a)(9) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA that children participating in early intervention programs under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Part C, and who will participate in preschool programs, experience a smooth and effective transition to preschool programs in a manner consistent with 20 USC Section 1437(a)(9). The transition process shall begin prior to the child's third birthday."The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
10. Private Schools: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(10); EC 56205(a)(10) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA to assure that children with disabilities voluntarily enrolled by their parents in private schools shall receive appropriate special education and related services pursuant to LEA coordinated procedures. The proportionate amount of federal funds will be allocated for the purpose of providing special education services to children with disabilities voluntarily enrolled in private school by their parents." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
11. Local Compliance Assurances: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(11); EC 56205(a)(11) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA that the local plan shall be adopted by the appropriate local board(s) (district/county) and is the basis for the operation and administration of special education programs, and that the agency(ies) herein represented will meet all applicable requirements of state and federal laws and-regulations, including compliance with the IDEA; the Federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Section 504 of Public Law; and the provisions of the California EC, Part 30." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
12. Interagency: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(12); EC 56205(a)(12)(D)(iii) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA that interagency agreements or other mechanisms for interagency coordination are in effect to ensure services required for free appropriate public education are provided, including the continuation of services during an interagency dispute resolution process." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated:
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
13. Governance: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(13); EC 56205(a)(12) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA to support and comply with the provisions of the governance bodies and any necessary administrative support to implement the local plan. A final determination that an LEA is not eligible for assistance under this part will not be made without first affording that LEA with reasonable notice and an opportunity for a hearing through the State Education Agency." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated:
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
14. Personnel Qualifications; EC 56205(a)(13) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA to ensure that personnel providing special education related services are appropriately and adequately prepared and trained, and that those personnel have the content knowledge and skills to serve children with disabilities. This policy shall not be construed to create a right of action on behalf of an individual student for the failure of a particular LEA staff person to be highly qualified or to prevent a parent from filing a State complaint with the California Department of Education (CDE) about staff qualifications." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
15. Performance Goals and Indicators: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(15); EC 56205(a)(14) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA to comply with the requirements of the performance goals and indicators developed by the CDE and provide data as required by the CDE." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
16. Participation in Assessments: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(16); EC 56205(a)(15) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA that all students with disabilities shall participate in state and district-wide assessment programs described in 20 USC Subsection 6311. The IEP team determines how a student will access assessments with or without accommodations, or access alternate assessments where necessary and as indicated in their respective Reps.." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
17. Supplementation of State, Local, and Federal Funds: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(17); EC 56205(a)(16) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA to provide assurances that funds received from Part B of the IDEA will be expended in accordance with the applicable provisions of the IDEA, and will be used to supplement and not to supplant state, local, and other federal funds." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated:
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
18. Maintenance of Effort: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(18); EC 56205(a)(17) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA that federal funds will not be used to reduce the level of local funds and/or combined level of local and state funds expended for the education of children with disabilities except as provided in federal laws and regulations." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
19. Public Participation: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(19); EC 56205(a)(18) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA that public hearings, adequate notice of the hearings, and an opportunity for comments are available to the general public,including individuals with disabilities and parents of children with disabilities, and are held prior to the adoption of any policies and/or regulations needed to comply with Part B of the IDEA." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated:
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
20. Suspension and Expulsion: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(22); EC 56205(a)(19) 
"The LEA assures that data on suspension and expulsion rates will be provided in a manner prescribed by the CDE. When indicated by data analysis, the LEA further assures that policies, procedures, and practices related to the development and implementation of the IEPs will be revised." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
21. Access to Instructional Materials: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(23); EC 56205(a)(20) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA to provide instructional materials to blind students or other students with print disabilities in a timely manner according to the state-adopted National Instructional Materials Accessibility Standard." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
22. Over-identification and Disproportionality: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(24); EC 56205(a)(21) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA to prevent the inappropriate over-identification or disproportionate representation by race and ethnicity of children as children with disabilities." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
23. Prohibition on Mandatory Medicine: 20 USC Section 1412(a)(25); EC 56205(a)(22) 
"It shall be the policy of this LEA to prohibit school personnel from requiring a student to obtain a prescription for a substance covered by the Controlled Substances Act as a condition of attending school or receiving a special education assessment and/or services." The policy is adopted by the SELPA as stated: 
Select "yes," or "no" to indicate whether the SELPA adopts the policy statement as stated.
Administration of Regionalized Operations and Services 
Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:”
1. Coordination of the SELPA and the implementation of the local plan:
2. Coordinated system of identification and assessment: 
3. Coordinated system of procedural safeguards: 
4. Coordinated system of staff development and parent and guardian education: 
5. Coordinated system of curriculum development and alignment with the core curriculum: 
6. Coordinated system internal program review, evaluation of the effectiveness of the local plan, and implementation of the local plan accountability system: 
7. Coordinated system of data collection and management: 
8. Coordination of interagency agreements:
9. Coordination of services to medical facilities:
10. Coordination of services to licensed children's institutions and foster family homes: 
11. Preparation and transmission of required special education local plan area reports: 
12. Fiscal and logistical support of the CAC: 
13. Coordination of transportation services for individuals with exceptional needs: 
14. Coordination of career and vocational education and transition services: 
15. Assurance of full educational opportunity: 
16. Fiscal administration and the allocation of state and federal funds pursuant to EC Section 56836.01—The SELPA Administrator's responsibility for the fiscal administration of the annual budget plan; the allocation of state and federal funds; and the reporting and accounting of special education funding. 
17. Direct instructional program support that maybe provided by program specialists in accordance with EC Section 56368:
Special Education Local Plan Area Services 
1. A description of programs for early childhood special education from birth through five years of age: 
2. A description of the method by which members of the public, including parents or guardians of individuals with exceptional needs who are receiving services under the local plan, may address questions or concerns to the SELPA governing body or individual administrator: 
3. A description of a dispute resolution process, including mediation and final and binding arbitration to resolve disputes over the distribution of funding, the responsibility for service provision, and the other governance activities specified within the local plan: 
4. A description of the process being used to ensure a student is referred for special education instruction and services only after the resources of the regular education program have been considered and, where appropriate, utilized: 
5. A description of the process being used to oversee and evaluate placements in nonpublic, nonsectarian schools and the method of ensuring that all requirements of each student's individualized education program are being met. The description shall include a method for evaluating whether the student is making appropriate educational progress: 
6. A description of the process by which the SELPA will fulfill the obligations to provide free and appropriate public education (FAPE) to a student age 18 to 21 (or age 22 under the circumstances described in EC 56026(c)(4)) who has been incarcerated in a county jail and remains eligible for special education services: 
The obligation to make FAPE available extends to those otherwise-eligible adults in county jail, age 18 to 21, who: (a) had been identified as a child with a disability and had received services in accordance with an IEP, but left school prior to their incarceration; or (b) did not have an IEP in their last educational setting, but had actually been identified as a child with a disability.(EC Section 56040)
It is the responsibility of the district of residence (DOR) to provide special education services and related services to an adult student in county jail who remains eligible for these services and wishes to receive them. The DOR is the district in which the student's parents resided when the student turned 18, unless and until the parents move to a new DOR. For conserved students, the DOR is based on the residence of the conservator. (EC Section 56041) 
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Section B—Governance and Administration is required for an initial local plan submission and for any revisions as a result of substantive changes related to SELPA policies, procedures, practices, and/or structure.
1
Introduction
 
These procedures apply to all charter schools that are authorized by a member LEA of the San
Joaquin SELPA and which are operating as a school of the authorizing LEA for purposes of compliance with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Improvement Act (IDEIA) or any charter school petition
granted by the State Board of Education (SBE) in which oversight responsibilities have been
assigned to an entity within the SELPA (Education Code section 47605.5(k)(2)(E) that will serve as the charter school's LEA for purposes of the IDEIA.
 
Students enrolled in charter schools are entitled to special education services provided in a like
manner to students enrolled in other public schools. Charter schools shall comply with all
applicable requirements of state and federal law regarding provision of special education
services (Education Code section 56000 et seq., Individuals with Disabilities Education
Improvement Act 20 U.S.C. Chapter 33).
 
A charter school shall not discriminate against any pupil in its admission criteria on the basis of
disability. Charter schools are legally required to maintain open enrollment policies and practices that allow students with disabilities to enroll on the same basis and to the same degree as students without disabilities. Children with disabilities applying to or enrolled in charters may not be treated differently from all other students based on their disability. Students, whether disabled or not disabled, may not be “counseled out” or “counseled in” to the charter school program, and the charter school may not otherwise influence an enrollment decision based on the child's disability. Advising families of students with disabilities that they are not allowed to attend or should not attend due to their disability related needs (i.e. education program does not have the services, modifications or accommodations necessary to enable them to attend) is discriminatory and illegal.
 
A LEA reviewing the petition for the establishment or renewal of a charter school may not refuse
to grant the petition solely because the charter school might enroll students with disabilities who
reside in a SELPA other than the one in which the LEA is a member (Education Code section
47647). Charter schools should delineate in their petition or a memorandum of understanding
(MOU) the entity responsible for providing special education instruction and services. This
document should reference any anticipated transfer of special education funds between the
authorizing entity and the charter school and any provisions for sharing deficits in funding. This
document should affirm, in writing, that the district where the student resides, if different than the
authorizing entity, is not responsible for providing special education services to students that are
enrolled in the charter school.
 
Whether and to what extent a charter school may be required to modify or otherwise add to or change its educational programming options to meet the unique needs of a student with
disabilities depends on whether the charter school is operating as an LEA for special education
purposes or is operating as a school of the authorizing LEA. In general, charter schools that are
their own LEAs are solely responsible for providing a free and appropriate public education
(FAPE) in the least restrictive environment (LRE) in accordance with their SELPA's Local Plan
to all students who are enrolled. Charter schools that are operating as a school of the
authorizing LEA will share this responsibility in like manner with other schools in the authorizing
LEA, as outlined in the SELPA Local Plan, including schools that may offer specialized or
regional programs for students with certain types of disabilities, and in accordance with the terms of any agreement with the LEA governing the specific means of compliance.
 
Authorizers should require petitioners to articulate their mission explicitly in the charter petition
and ensure that the charter school is committed and prepared to offer FAPE to students with
disabilities who elect to attend the school. Authorizers should monitor charter schools' admission policies, procedures and practices to ensure that they don't block or discourage enrollment for particular students or groups of students. Authorizers should also monitor the charter school's compliance with federal and state special education laws. SELPA Involvement with Approval and Renewal of Charters Prior to approval or renewal of a charter, the superintendent or designee of the authorizing entity should consult with the SELPA Administrator regarding the sufficiency of assurances in the petition related to the provision of special education services. The petition presented should include assurances that all eligible students enrolled in the charter school will receive appropriate special education services in accordance with applicable state and federal laws and regulations as well as the SELPA Local Plan. The petition must provide that no student otherwise eligible to enroll in the charter school will be denied enrollment due to a disability or to the charter school's inability to provide necessary services. In compliance with Education Code section 47605, each charter petition must contain a reasonably comprehensive description of the charter school's educational program. These descriptions should include comprehensive descriptions of special education services, including the following:
 
• The specialized instruction and related services available at the charter school;
• The procedures for ensuring that students are referred, assessed and served in a timely
manner;
• Assurance that staff members providing special education services are appropriately
credentialed;
• Assurance that charter school will comply with SELPA policies;
• Assurance that the facility used by the charter school does not present physical barriers that
would limit an eligible student's full participation in the educational and extracurricular program;
• Assurance that disenrollment, suspension and expulsion policies and procedures afford the
protections of federal and state law to special education and 504 eligible students;
• Dispute resolution procedures that will apply to any disputes between educational entities,
including the SELPA and its member LEAs, regarding the provision of special education services
in the charter school;
• Assurance that the charter school will provide all required data within timelines; for example
CALPADS and Maintenance of Effort (MOE);
• Assurance that no student otherwise eligible to enroll in the charter school will be denied nor
discouraged from enrollment due to disability or due to the charter school's concerns about its
ability to provide appropriate services and that no student enrolled in the charter school will be encouraged to disenroll due to disability or due to the charter school's concerns about its
ability to provide appropriate services;
• Assurance that the charter school shall fully inform parents of students with disabilities seeking
enrollment in the school of their special education rights and educational options available;
• Assurance that a student with disabilities attending the charter school will have access to
special education services in the same manner as a student with a disability who attends another
public school within the chartering entity; and
• Assurance that the charter school and its employees will work under the direction of the
chartering entity or the SELPA in which the charter school is a member with regard to the delivery of special education services or that the charter 
school will contract for such services though another entity.
 
Categories of Charter Schools
 
Charter schools must comply with the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). The
Charter School Act allows charter schools to comply with the IDEA by either operating as a
school of its authorizing LEA or participating as an LEA member in a SELPA (EC § 47641,
47646). The decision lies with the charter school, and is made at the time it petitions for a
charter. The charter school may apply to change status over time, depending on its charter
language.
 
The degree to which a charter school is responsible for its special education programming and
services depends upon whether the charter school is operating as an LEA for special education
purposes or is operating as a school of the authorizing LEA. In general, charter schools that are
their own LEAs are solely responsible for providing FAPE to students enrolled in the charter
school, whereas charter schools that operate as a school of the district have the same
responsibilities as individual schools within the authorizing district, as determined by the
authorizer and the charter school.
 
For the purposes of provision of special education services; charter schools shall be deemed
either a public school within the authorizing LEA or an LEA that receives funds and provides
services independent of the authorizing LEA. All approved charter schools will be deemed public schools within the authorizing LEA until the charter school has been deemed an LEA following these procedures and the SELPA Local Plan. The differences between operating as a school of the LEA, LEA participant in the local SELPA and out of geographic SELPA membership are described below.
 
A. Public School within a School District or County Office
 
Charter schools that are deemed to be public schools within the authorizing LEA will participate
in state and federal funding in the same manner as other schools or programs within the authorizing LEA. The authorizing LEA will be responsible for ensuring that all children with disabilities as defined in IDEA enrolled in the charter school receive special education and designated instruction and services in a manner that is consistent with all applicable provisions of state and federal law, no matter where the student may reside. The authorizing LEA will determine the policies and procedures necessary to ensure that the protections of special education law extend to students in the charter school in the same manner as students enrolled in other schools or programs administered by the authorizing LEA.
The authorizing LEA will:
• Receive all applicable special education funds. Funds will be allocated in the manner specified
by the SELPA allocation plan;
• Represent the needs of the charter school in the SELPA governance structure;
• Be responsible for ensuring that all eligible students enrolled in the charter school are
appropriately referred, assessed and served in a timely manner, no matter where the child may
live;
• Be responsible for procuring and funding appropriate special education services even though
the student may reside anywhere in the state of California; and
• Provide necessary special education services or contract for these services with public or
private educational agencies and assume direct liability for all areas of special education at the
charter school including serving students who enroll in the charter school, but do not reside in the authorizing LEA, or enter into an agreement with the charter school specifying how such services will be provided and liability therefor.
 
The authorizing LEA and the charter school may enter into business agreements or contracts
whereby the charter school agrees to pay for the excess costs associated with providing special
education services to identified students, including the administration of special education
programs. When the authorizing LEA is a district, the charter school should be held fiscally
responsible for a fair share of any encroachment on district general funds that is created by the
provision of special education services throughout the district. The authorizing LEA may not
condition granting a charter on a provision that the charter school must become an LEA.
 
B. Charter School as an LEA Within The SELPA
 
A charter school that includes in its petition for establishment or renewal, or that otherwise
provides verifiable written assurances that the charter school will participate as an LEA for the purposes of providing special education, may apply to become a member of the San Joaquin
SELPA, or another approved SELPA. The charter petition or other written assurances should
state that prior to final approval of a request to be deemed an LEA, the charter school will be
deemed a public school within the authorizing LEA.
 
Charter schools that wish to become member LEAs in the San Joaquin SELPA must submit their application on or before November 1 of the school year preceding the school year in which the charter school anticipates operating as a member LEA within the SELPA. The SELPA
administrator and/or staff will review the charter school's application and develop a written
recommendation within 30 days of receipt of application. Both the applicant and members of the
Council of Superintendents will receive copies of the written recommendation at least 10 days
prior to the item appearing on an agenda.
 
The application process for a proposed charter school LEA will be the same as any other LEA
wishing to be a member of the SELPA. The SELPA Governing Board will determine whether the
charter school has the capacity and intent to meet all requirements of a LEA, provided, however,
that all changes to the SELPA Local Plan to add an LEA as a member of the SELPA require the
approval of all LEA Governing Boards. Therefore, if the SELPA Governing Board determines (by majority vote of quorum present) that a charter school meets the criteria for LEA membership in the SELPA and upon the instructions of the SELPA Governing Board, the SELPA Administrator shall distribute to all LEA Governing Boards a proposed resolution to amend the LEA Participants section of the SELPA Local Plan. The categorization as a separate LEA will become effective on the first day of the fiscal year (July 1), following final approval by the SELPA Governing Board.
 
The Council of Superintendents will take action to approve or disapprove the charter school as a
member LEA within 60 days of application. If approved, the charter school LEA will become a
member effective on July 1 of the school year in which final approval was granted. Prior to final
approval and full acceptance as a member LEA, the charter school will continue to be deemed a
public school of the authorizing LEA. If disapproved, the SELPA administrator will provide the
applicant with a written finding that delineates the reason(s) for disapproval. Once granted membership within the SELPA, the LEA charter school will participate on an equal basis with other members in the governance of the SELPA. A charter school LEA will have equal voting power with non-charter LEAs. Charter schools shall contribute to, participate in, and receive the benefits of reimbursement from all SELPA fiscal pools and participate in any costs in the same manner as other members.
 
The following documents shall be submitted to the SELPA:
 
• A copy of the agency's budget which includes an account for special education which is
sufficiently large to cover the cost of anticipated services;
• A copy of the Charter, (as amended as appropriate) which sufficiently describes the provision
of special education and related services by the charter LEA;
• A copy of the charter school's liability insurance policy of at least $1,000,000 per person per
occurrence;
• A copy of audit reports for the past two years (if applicable);
• A document that provides income/expense reports for special education programs for the past
two years (if applicable);
• A copy of the Dashboard for the school  - history of last five years, if available;
A copy of the School Accountability Report Card (SARC);
• A list of credentials for all certificated staff: name, position, credential number, if highly
qualified;
• A statement signed by the charter's fiscal official and Governing Board acknowledging the
charter's obligation to “search and serve”, its obligation to pay the costs of special education
whether or not those costs are adequately covered from the charter's SELPA allocation, and
assuring that it has adequate fiscal reserves to cover those costs. Costs of special education
may include, but are not limited to, instruction, transportation, non-public school/agency
placements, inter and intra SELPA placements, due process proceedings, complaints and
attorney fees; and
• A copy of the charter school student application materials that reflects that the charter school
can and will make available the full range of special education services for students enrolled in
the charter school (and that reflects that the charter school does not request or require the submission of student records, including records related to any disability, prior to enrollment in the school).
The applicant charter school will be deemed a member LEA if the Council of Superintendents
determines that the charter school has met all requirements to be included as a member LEA of
the SELPA as specified in this policy and the Local Plan. These requirements include:
• Provide assurance of an understanding and knowledge of applicable special education laws
and regulations;
• Provide a current operating budget in order to assure fiscal responsibility in accordance with
Education Code sections 47604.33;
• Provide assurances that all enrolled individuals with exceptional needs have access to
appropriate special education programs and services and will receive services in a safe
environment;
• Provide assurances that the LEA, through employment or contract, can provide the
appropriately credentialed staff necessary to meet federal and state special education mandates;
• Assume responsibility for any legal fees as it relates to the application and assurances process
in becoming an LEA;
• Provide assurance that the LEA will follow all applicable SELPA policies and procedures,
including but not limited to:
o Search and Serve, identification, screening, referral, assessment, instructional planning, placement, implementation and review procedures;
o Procedural safeguards;
o Regionalized services, program specialists, including excess costs if applicable; and,
o Transportation as indicated in student's IEP.
• Abide by placement procedures and funding for students placed in Hospitals, Licensed
Children's Institutions, Juvenile Court/Community School programs;
• Assume costs of programs and services, including transportation;
• Use SELPA approved forms in an appropriate manner;
• Provide all required CALPADS and other SELPA required information/data including
Maintenance of Effort (MOE) data required by the federal government;
• Attend SELPA sponsored in-services and trainings and Council of Directors' meetings;
• Place special education students in inter or intra- SELPA programs only with the express consent of the receiving entity and under the condition that the placing entity will be responsible
for any excess costs attributable to the placement;
• Accept inter-intra SELPA placements only with agreement between the educational entities.
Under such circumstances, the placing LEA will be responsible for any excess costs, including
transportation, in accordance with the Local Plan; and
• Indemnify and hold harmless the SELPA and each of the member entities.
Once deemed a member LEA, the charter school, like other member LEAs shall:
• Fully participate in governance of the SELPA in the manner outlined in the SELPA Local Plan;
• Accept all responsibilities of an SELPA LEA in the implementation of the Local Plan;
• Fully comply with policies and procedures outlined in the SELPA Local Plan;
• Contribute to, participate in, and receive the reimbursement from all SELPA fiscal pools and
participate in any charge backs in the same manner as other members. Receive state and
federal funding for special education in accordance with the SELPA Special Education Funding Allocation Plan;
• Contribute to, participate in, and receive the benefits of Regionalized Services;
• Receive state and federal funding for special education in accordance with the SELPA funding
Allocation Plan;
• Receive any available federal funds one year in arrears and calculated based on applicable
special education counts;
• Comply with all requirements of state and federal laws and regulations;
• Be responsible for all costs incurred in the provision of special education services, without
regard for the location in which the student may reside. These costs may include, but are not
limited to, instruction, related services, transportation, nonpublic school/agency placements,
inter/intra SELPA placements, due process proceedings, complaints and attorney fees;
• Document that all state and federal special education funds apportioned to the charter school
are used for the sole purpose of providing special education instruction and/or services to
identified students with disabilities. Such funds shall be used to supplement and not supplant
other sources of federal, state and local funds apportioned to charter schools; and
If the approval of a charter school requires a change in the SELPA allocation plan, such change
shall be adopted pursuant to the policy making process outlined in the SELPA Local Plan. A
request from a charter school to participate in the SELPA will be treated in the same manner as
such a request from a school district. If the approval of a Charter School requires a change in
the SELPA Local Plan Governance structure, it will be submitted to CDE for approval. If LEA
status is not granted, the charter may not become a member of the SELPA, but may reapply in
future years.
 
Out of Geographic or all Charter Membership
 
A charter school may also apply to participate in a SELPA other than the one in which it is
located. The State Board of Education (SBE) allows SELPAs to accept out-of-area charter
schools and/or to operate as an all charter SELPA. These geographically distant and all charter
SELPAs were created for purposes of providing charter schools with options to become LEA
members of SELPAs other than the SELPA in which their authorizer is a member.
Even if a charter school is a member of a SELPA other than San Joaquin County SELPA, its authorizing LEA continues to have oversight and monitoring roles to ensure the charter school is
appropriately serving students.
 
Revocation of LEA Status
 
LEA status may be revoked by the SELPA Governing Board for any of the following actions:
• Committed a material violation of any of the conditions, standards, policies or procedures in
this policy or the Local Plan;
• Failed to meet generally accepted accounting principles or engaged in mismanagement of
special education funds; and
• Violated any provision of state or federal law applicable to the charter school relating to special
education. When considering the revocation of LEA status of a charter school, the SELPA Governing Board shall examine the conduct of the charter school in their implementation of special education laws. The decision to revoke may be based on the ability of the charter school to cure and correct violations and/or the charter school's ability to ensure future consistent compliance with all applicable special education laws.
Prior to revocation, the SELPA Governing Board shall notify the charter school of any violation of this policy and give the charter school a reasonable opportunity to cure the violation unless the SELPA Governing Board determines, with written notice that the violation constitutes a severe and imminent threat to the health or safety of the pupils. Throughout this process, the SELPA Director shall work closely with the authorizing LEA. Should an LEA Charter School decide to leave the San Joaquin County SELPA, notice shall be given to the Assistant Superintendent/SELPA Director one day and one year prior to the effective departure date. Since this departure changes the governance structure of the Local Plan,
appropriate notice shall be given to CDE.
 
Charter School Authorized by an LEA Outside the SELPA
 
When a charter school has no affiliation with an LEA within the SELPA, neither the SELPA nor
the local district where the charter school is physically located within the SELPA has an
obligation to reach agreement on the provision of special education services. If the charter
school is granted a charter by an entity outside the SELPA, the charter school is responsible to
work out provision of special education services with the authorizing LEA and related SELPA in
order to meet the requirements to provide special education and related services.
 
Operational and Financial Implications of Changing Charter School Status
 
The following summarizes the operational and financial implications of a charter school
becoming an LEA member of either the San Joaquin County SELPA or an out -of-geographic
area SELPA. It also outlines the oversight implications for the SELPA and the authorizing entity.
 
A. Operational Implications of Changing from a School of the Authorizing Entity to an LEA
Member of a SELPA
 
1. After a charter school is an LEA member of a SELPA, the authorizing LEA:
a. will no longer have any obligation to provide special education placements or services to
students enrolled in the charter school, and will no longer be obligated to serve as the charter
school's special education provider or funding source;
b. will no longer have direct liability for special education issues arising at the charter school
or involving charter school students, assuming discharge of proper oversight;
c. will retain its legal responsibility to oversee the charter school in general, including its
compliance with special education laws, but will no longer have any obligation to fund or provide
for such services; and
d. may compel the charter school's independent compliance with special education laws.
 
2. As an LEA, the charter school:
a. becomes solely and independently responsible for its compliance with all state and federal
special education laws, and must make the continuum of program options available to all
students enrolled or seeking to enroll in the charter school;
b. bears all liability associated with discharging its obligations to students with disabilities who
qualify for special education, and gains the responsibility to defend itself when any other
complaints involving special education are filed;
c. will participate in SELPA governance unless other provisions are approved and have
access to SELPA services and support in the same manner as other member districts;
d. will use SELPA forms, and operate its special education programs in accordance with
SELPA direction;
e. will obtain services from the SELPA in the same manner and to the same extent as other
member districts of its size; and
f. may utilize SELPA or other consultants to assist it in developing appropriate special
education programs, procedures, expertise, and building capacity to be responsible for their own special education programming.
 
B. Financial Implications of Changing from a School of the Authorizing LEA to an LEA Member of San Joaquin County SELPA
 
1. The SELPA will continue to obtain from the State the special education revenue generated by
the charter school, but it will pass the funding through to the charter school and not its authorizer.
2. The SELPA will allocate special education funding to the charter school, instead of to the authorizing LEA, in accordance with the Local Plan and Allocation Plan. For example, the LEA
charter shall:
a. receive grant dollars based on its appropriate eligibility determination;
b. be responsible for all costs incurred in the provision of special education services. These
costs may include, but are not limited to, instruction, services, transportation, nonpublic school/
agency placements, inter/intra SELPA placements, due process proceedings, complaints and
attorney fees;
c. document that all State and Federal special education funds apportioned to the charter
school are used for the sole purpose of providing special education instruction and/or services to identified students with disabilities; and
d. ensure that special education apportionment is used solely for the purpose of providing
special education instruction and/or services to identified students with disabilities.
 
C. Financial Implications of Changing from a School of the Authorizing LEA to an LEA Member of an Out-of-Geographic SELPA
 
1. When a charter moves to an out of geographic area SELPA, neither the authorizing district nor the local SELPA will be allocated the special education funding generated by charter school
ADA. The authorizing LEA's ADA would decrease and each local SELPA member district's
special education funding could be decreased proportionately by the departing ADA.
2. The San Joaquin County Assistant Superintendent/SELPA Director is available to meet with
LEAs and charter school operators to ensure they understand the above implications and have
access to the resources and information needed to discharge special education responsibilities
appropriately. 
 
 
COMMUNITY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
[56205(a)(12)(C), 56205(b)(6)] 
The SJC SELPA CAC has been established in accordance to EC 56205 (a) (12)(C) and 56205(b)(6) and is comprised of parents of SWDs enrolled in public or non-public schools within the SJC SELPA. The CAC may include pupils (18-22 years of age) and adults with disabilities; general education teachers and parents, special education providers, and other school personnel within the SJC SELPA. It may also include representatives of other public and non-public agencies, and persons concerned with the education of SWDs. The school boards of the participating LEAs shall appoint one member and alternate to the CAC. The SJC SELPA Department shall establish policies and procedures  for the operation of the CAC in accordance with the state regulations or CAC responsibilities.
CAC agendas will be posted ahead of time and will follow Brown Act provisions. 
The CAC will be advisory to the COD and each member will be responsible to the appointing Board of Education or agency. 
1. Procedures for Appointment to the Community Advisory Committee:
a. Recommendations for appointment of parents to the CAC will be solicited by each LEA Director. These recommendations will be presented to their respective governing boards for appointment. 
b. Appointment of agency representation will be requested of agency management personnel by the Assistant Superintendent/SELPA Director or designee. 
c. Appointment of general and special education teachers and other school personnel will be solicited by the Assistant Superintendent/SELPA Director or the LEA Directors of Special Education. 
2. Responsibilities of the CAC are implemented as follows:
a. Input is solicited from members of the CAC regarding areas to be addressed in the Local Plan. Once the Local Plan has been developed, it is presented to the CAC for review and comment at least 30 days prior to the submission of the Local Plan to the SJC SELPA Governing Council. 
b. At the time initial input is solicited, members of the CAC may provide recommendations for prioritizing services. 
c. Members of the CAC are encouraged to provide suggestions for parent education activities. Also, members are encouraged to participate in parent education activities and to recruit individuals who might assist in the implementation of the Local Plan. 
d. Members of the CAC are encouraged to discuss all aspects of the Local Plan in the community. Information is made available to them so they can become a resource to the community. 
e. Information about various special needs and agencies available to assist individuals with these needs are made available to members of the CAC. Members are encouraged to be supportive of families and SWDs and to support and participate in activities on their behalf.
f. Members of the CAC are encouraged to make regular meeting attendance a high priority.
g. Members of CAC are a liaison of the LEA or represented agency and are responsible for reporting back the priorities and education activities related to the Local Plan. 
The role of the CAC in the development of the Local Plan is advisory in nature. The Assistant Superintendent/SELPA Director will provide a draft of the modified Local Plan and provide the Chairperson of CAC an opportunity to review and provide input regarding recommended changes. The Chairperson will be provided a copy of the Local Plan draft 30 days prior to submission to the SJC SELPA Governing Council so that they have ample time to solicit input from the other members of CAC so that they can provide such input to the Assistant Superintendent/SELPA Director. The CAC is given no approval responsibilities by statute; responsibilities are advisory in nature.  
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	Enter the complete document title where procedures for implementing the stated service can be found.: Data
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where the service information can be found.: SELPA Office 
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedures for implementing the stated service can be found.: Interagency
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where the service information can be found.: 
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: San Joaquin County                                                            Special Education Local Plan Area                                                                                                      POLICYINTERAGENCYIt shall be the policy of this LEA that interagency agreements or othermechanisms for interagency coordination are in effect to ensure servicesrequired for FAPE are provided, including the continuation of servicesduring an interagency dispute resolution process.                                                                          Federally Required Policy                                                                                             Assurance 12                                                                                                April 2023/jp
	Enter the complete document title where procedures for implementing the stated service can be found.: Hospital, LCI, Juvenile Court
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where the service information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedures for implementing the stated service can be found.: Hospital, LCI, Juvenile Court
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where the service information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedures for implementing the stated service can be found.: Data
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where the service information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedures for implementing the stated service can be found.: CAC Guidelines
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where the service information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedures for implementing the stated service can be found.: Pupil Transportation/Transportation of Students with Special EducationNeeds
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where the service information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedures for implementing the stated service can be found.: Procedural Manual - Transition Post Secondary
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where the service information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedures for implementing the stated service can be found.: Comprehensive Local Plan for Special Education and Educational Benefit of Special Education
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where the service information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedures for implementing the stated service can be found.: Supplementation of State and Federal Funds
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where the service information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedures for implementing the stated service can be found.: Local Plan Section B: 10 (c) Page  39-40
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where the service information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedural information about the service can be found.: Part C and Part C Transition
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where procedural information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedural information about the service can be found.: Public Participation
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where procedural information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedural information about the service can be found.: Local Plan Section B: 4 Page 14
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where procedural information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedural information about the service can be found.: Identification and Evaluation of Individuals for Special Education
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where procedural information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedural information about the service can be found.: Nonpublic, Nonsectarian School and Agency Services for Special Education
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where procedural information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
	Enter the complete document title where procedural information about the service can be found.: Identification of and Provision of Service to Eligible Students in Adult County Jails 
	Include the physical location (e.g., SELPA office, COE, LEAs, school sites, etc.)  where procedural information can be found.: SELPA Office
	Pursuant to EC sections 56195.7(c), 56205(a)(12)(B), 56368, and 56836.23, describe the regionalized operation and service functions. Descriptions must include an explanation of the respective roles of the RLA/AU, the SELPA administrator, and the individual LEAs associated with the SELPA. Information provided should include the document title and the location (e.g., SELPA office) for each function:: 
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