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The Board of Education of Van Wert City Schools met in the organizational, budget, and regular 

session on Wednesday, January 9, 2019, at 5:00 p.m. in the First Federal Lecture Hall of the 

Niswonger Performing Arts Center. 

 

Members present: Mr. Anthony Adams 

   Mrs. Debby Compton 

   Mrs. Rachel Dickman 

   Mr. Tom Losh 

 

Members absent: Mr. Scott Mull 

    

Also present:  Vicki Brunn, Superintendent 

   Michael Ruen, Treasurer 

 

Kristi Fuerst  Scott Truxell  Kirsten Barnhart Bob Sloan 

Jared Army  Katie Adelblue  Jeremy Kitson 

 

Board member Compton called the meeting to order. 

 

PRESIDENT PRO TEM FOR THE 2019 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING 

 

Motion by Mr. Adams, seconded by Mr. Losh to elect Debby Compton as President Pro-Tem for 

the January 2019 Organizational Meeting. 

 

Roll Call: Members Adams, Losh, and Dickman voting “yes”, Compton “abstain”.  Motion 

Carried 3-0. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF CALENDAR YEAR 2019 BOARD PRESIDENT 

 

Mr. Adams nominated Mr. Mull, seconded by Mrs. Dickman as calendar year 2019 Board 

President.  No other nominations were made.  Roll Call:  Members Adams, Dickman, Losh and 

Compton voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

  

APPOINTMENT OF CALENDAR YEAR 2019 BOARD VICE-PRESIDENT 

    

Mr. Losh nominated Mr. Adams, seconded by Mrs. Compton as calendar year 2019 Board Vice-

President.  Mr. Adams accepted his nomination.  No other nominations were made.  Roll Call:  

Members Losh, Compton, Dickman “yes”, Adams “abstain”.  Motion Carried 3-0.  

 

ESTABLISHMENT OF 2019 BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULAR MEETINGS 

 

Motion by Mrs. Compton, seconded by Mrs. Dickman to establish the dates, times, and place for 

regular meetings during the 2019 calendar year as the Third Wednesday of each month at 5:00 

p.m. in the First Federal Lecture Hall of the Niswonger Performing Arts Center.  Roll Call:  

Members Compton, Dickman, Losh, and Adams voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

APPOINTMENT OF BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Mr. Adams appointed the following: 

 

A. Representative to Athletic Council - Anthony Adams 

 B. Representative to VWASIG - Anthony Adams 

 C. Representative to the Vantage Board of Education - Debby Compton 

 D. OSBA Legislative Liaison / Delegate to Capital Conference - Scott Mull 

E. Alternate Delegate to the OSBA Annual Capital Conference - Tom Losh  

F. Representative to the NEOLA Policy Development Committee - Rachel Dickman 

 

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 

Motion by Mr. Losh, seconded by Mrs. Compton to approve the following consent agenda items: 

 

A. Continued membership in the Ohio School Board Association for calendar year 2019. 

B. The Treasurer of the Board of Education be authorized to request advance draws on 

tax settlements when available and as needed during the 2019 calendar year. 
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C. The Treasurer of the Board of Education be authorized to invest inactive and/or 

interim funds during the 2019 calendar year.  Such investments are to be ratified by 

the Board at the next regular meeting. 

D. Authorization to be given to the Treasurer to pay all bills within the limits of the 

appropriations resolution as bills are received and when the merchandise has been 

received in good condition. 

E. The Superintendent of Schools be appointed as purchasing agent for all funds except 

athletic and food service funds for the 2019 calendar year within appropriations as 

approved by the Board of Education. 

F. The Athletic Director be appointed purchasing agent for athletic account purchases for 

the 2019 calendar year within appropriations as approved by the Board of Education. 

G. The Food Service Director be appointed purchasing agent for food service purchasing 

for the 2019 calendar year within appropriations as approved by the Board of 

Education. 

H. The Superintendent of Schools or his/her designee be authorized to approve the use of 

school busses for non-routine trips for the 2019 calendar year and to establish bus 

routes and pickup points. 

I. The Superintendent of Schools be authorized to approve professional meeting 

attendance for certified and classified staff for the 2019 calendar year. 

J. The Superintendent of Schools be designated as authorized representative for Title I, 

Title II-A, ECSE IDEA, IDEA Part B, Early Childhood Education Expansion Grant, 

and other categorical funds for the 2019 calendar year. 

K. The Superintendent of Schools to be designated as the approving official to review 

and approve student activity budgets, including 018 Funds. 

L. That authorization to be given to the Superintendent to employ substitutes and 

temporary personnel as is needed for emergency situations. 

M. The Superintendent of Schools to be designated to approve special education 

cooperative agreements as necessary. 

N. The Treasurer of Schools to be designated to attend the public record training for the 

school system in compliance with House Bill 9. 

O. Approve RESOLUTION NO. 2019-04 “Authorizing Superintendent to Hire Staff 

and Accept Resignations Between Board Meetings” as presented. 

 

Roll Call:  Members Losh, Compton, Dickman, and Adams voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

TAX BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019 - (5:14 p.m.) 

 

Motion by Mrs. Compton, seconded by Mr. Losh to approve the Fiscal Year 2020 Tax Budget as 

presented and further that the Tax Budget be filed with the County Auditor prior to January 20, 

2019 as required by law.  Roll Call:  Members Compton, Losh, Dickman, and Adams voting 

“yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING - (5:15 p.m.) 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Mr. Losh, seconded by Mrs. Dickman to approve the agenda as presented.  Roll Call:  

Members Losh, Dickman, Compton, and Adams voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 

Motion by Mrs. Dickman, seconded by Mrs. Compton to approve the minutes of the regular board 

meeting held on December 19, 2018.  Roll Call:  Members Dickman, Compton, Losh, and Adams 

voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

EDUCATIONAL IMPACT - High School Goals 

 

Three High School teachers (Katie Adelblue, Jeremy Kitson and Bob Sloan) spoke in detail about 

High School goals that were created through the Building Leadership Team (BLT). 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Mr. Losh, seconded by Mrs. Compton to approve the following Treasurer’s Consent 

Agenda Items: 
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1. Approve the Treasurer’s Report 

2. Approve the bills and financial statements 

3. Approve Amended Official Certificate of Estimated Resources for Fiscal Year 2019 

as presented, total General Fund Resources of $29,486,481.81 and total Resources for 

all funds of $49,187,783.04 

4. Approve Fiscal Year 2019 Amended Permanent Appropriations as presented, total 

General Fund Appropriations of $23,962,024.03 and total Appropriations for all funds 

of $37,262,339.17 

5. Approve HSTW/MMGW Career Readiness/Work Based-Learning mini grant for 

Fiscal Year 2019, Fund 461-9119 in the amount of $2,000.00 

6. Approve Fiscal Year 2019 Boys Bowling Athletic Activity Purpose Statement and 

Budget (Fund 300-9522) as presented 

7. Approve the following Then and Now Certificate: 

 
P.O. # Vendor Fund/Account Amount Description 

91102 Tony Hoffman 001-1130-411-0000-009-000 $6,000.00 Substance Abuse 

Presentations 
91102 Tony Hoffman 001-1130-411-0000-109-109 $1,500.00 Substance Abuse 

Presentations 

 
8. Acknowledge the following charitable groups, entities, and individuals for their 

generous donations to the Van Wert City Schools: 

a. From the Van Wert County Foundation: 

 Gaylord Leslie Endowment Fund - Leslie Music Trust Fund - ½ to 

Instrumental and ½ to Vocal ($13,950.00) 

 Gaylord Leslie Golf Scholarship Fund ($2,850.00) 

 Gaylord Leslie Trust Fund - Athletic Department/Golf ($1,150.00) 

 Flickinger Bequest - High School Robotics Team ($2,000.00) 

 Associated Charities - Elementary Wellness Program ($500.00) 

b. Mary E. Marxen Scholarship Fund - Music Curriculum ($13,052.00) 

c. Norman L. Marxen Scholarship Fund - Science Curriculum ($12,607.00) 

d. University of Northwestern Ohio - High School Robotics Team ($1,000.00) 

e. United Way of Van Wert County, Inc. - Family & Children First Council 

($1,250.00) 

f. Convoy United Methodist Women - Elementary Principal Account (clothing 

needs) ($100.00) 

g. Brock Blackmore - Boys Bowling Athletic Account ($50.00) 

 

Roll Call: Members Losh, Compton, Dickman, and Adams voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

 NONE 

 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 

 

 School Board Recognition Month - Ms. Brunn thanked the Board for all they do, 

while also reading a few cards and letters written by students who also thanked the 

Board. 

  

REPORT FROM BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Vantage Board Report - Vantage’s January meeting is the 10
th
. 

 

VWAPAF Board Report - Ms. Brunn noted that they have yet to have their January meeting.   

 

VWASIG Board Report - Last meeting was on September 26, next meeting is January 30, 2019. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 NONE 
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NEW BUSINESS 

 

Motion by Mrs. Compton, seconded by Mrs. Dickman to approve the following Consent Agenda 

Items: 

 

1. Accept the resignation of Toni Bartley, High School Paraprofessional, effective 

January 18, 2019. 

2. Approve Laura Rhoades as a Long-term Substitute Middle School Intervention 

Specialist, filling the position vacated by Ben Collins, Interim Athletic Director.  

3. Approve the 2019-2020 School Calendar as presented.  A public hearing was held at 

the regular board meeting on December 19, 2018 and this calendar complies with 

minimum hour requirements in the Ohio Revised Code. 

4. Approve the amended Facility Rental Applications for the Early Childhood Center, 

Elementary School, Middle School, High School, and Goedde Building, as presented. 

 

Roll Call: Members Compton, Dickman, Losh, and Adams voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

MONTHLY REPORTS FROM BUILDING PRINCIPALS 

 

Mr. Adams noted the monthly report from each building principal is available for review. 

 

ADVANCEMENT ON PAY SCHEDULE 

 

This is to inform the Board of Education that the following employees will be advanced on the 

payscale, due to additional college coursework, effective February 1, 2019: 

 

1.    Andrew Bittner - Masters+15 to Masters+30 

2.    Britni Dunlap - Bachelors to Masters 

 

ANY OTHER NEW BUSINESS 

 

 NONE  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

 NONE 

  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion by Mr. Losh, seconded by Mrs. Compton to go into Executive Session pursuant to Ohio 

Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(1), for the purpose of discussing the employment of public 

personnel.  Roll Call: Members Losh, Compton, Dickman, and Adams voting “yes”.  Motion 

Carried 4-0.  

 

Mr. Adams noted that the Board will return from executive session with no further business other 

than to adjourn. 

 

The Board entered executive session at 6:15 p.m.  

 

The Board exited executive session at 7:13 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Mr. Losh, seconded by Mrs. Dickman to adjourn.  Roll Call: Members Losh, Dickman, 

Compton, and Adams voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. Time: 7:13 p.m. 

 

 

 

              

         PRESIDENT          TREASURER 


