
the Van Wert City School Board of Education - Regular 

 

 

February 20, 2019 

 

 

 

The Board of Education of Van Wert City Schools met in regular session on Wednesday, February 

20, 2019, at 5:00 p.m. in the First Federal Lecture Hall of the Niswonger Performing Arts Center. 

 

Members present: Mr. Anthony Adams 

   Mrs. Debby Compton 

   Mrs. Rachel Dickman 

   Mr. Scott Mull 

    

Members absent: Mr. Tom Losh 

    

Also present:  Vicki Brunn, Superintendent 

   Bill Clifton, Assistant Superintendent 

   Michael Ruen, Treasurer 

 

Kirsten Barnhart Dave Mosier  Tina Decker  Jeff Hood 

Erin Salazar  Stephen Salazar  Ruth A. Dowler  Janine Warnecke 

Justin Bragg   

 

Board President Mull called the meeting to order. 

 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 

Motion by Mr. Adams, seconded by Mrs. Dickman to approve the agenda as presented.  Roll Call:  

Members Adams, Dickman, Compton, and Mull voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

 

Motion by Mrs. Compton, seconded by Mr. Adams to approve the minutes of the Organizational, 

Budget & Regular Board meetings held on January 9, 2019.  Roll Call:  Members Compton, 

Adams, Dickman, and Mull voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

CITY OF VAN WERT EDUCATION APPRECIATION WEEK 

 

Van Wert City Mayor Gerald Mazur presented the District with a proclamation titled, “City of 

Van Wert Education Appreciation Week”.  Superintendent Brunn mentioned how overwhelmed 

she has been for the support the School receives from the community including the Mayor. 

 

EDUCATIONAL IMPACT - Student Sensory Needs 

 

Ruth Ann Dowler, Special Services Coordinator and Janine Warnecke, Occupational Therapist 

gave a presentation regarding student sensory needs as well as providing a handout titled “Sensory 

Project”.   

 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion by Mrs. Compton, seconded by Mrs. Dickman to approve the following Treasurer’s 

Consent Agenda Items: 

 

1. Approve the Treasurer’s Report 

2. Approve the bills and financial statements 

3. Approve Amended Official Certificate of Estimated Resources for Fiscal Year 2019 as 

presented, total General Fund Resources of $29,486,481.81 and total Resources for all 

funds of $49,233,935.93 

4. Approve Fiscal Year 2019 Amended Permanent Appropriations as presented, total 

General Fund Appropriations of $24,163,864.03 and total Appropriations for all funds 

of $37,524,540.11 

5. Approve RESOLUTION NO. 2019-05, “Resolution Accepting the Amounts and 

Rates as Determined by the Budget Commission and Authorizing the Necessary Tax 

Levies and Certifying them to the County Auditor” 

6. Approve Fiscal Year 2019 Girls Bowling Athletic Activity Purpose Statement and 

Budget (Fund 300-9542) as presented. 

7. Approve the following Then and Now Certificates: 
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P.O. # Vendor Fund/Account Amount Description 

91286 NOACSC 401-3260-416-9019 $4,800.00 St. Mary’s Internet 

Access 
221193 Music Theater 

International 
200-4600-890-9241 $3,831.37 Royalty & Rental Fees 

221220 NW Ohio Welch 

Trophy 
300-4512-890-9512 $7,253.00 Boys Basketball Gear 

& Supplies 

 
8. Acknowledge the following charitable groups, entities, and individuals for their 

generous donations to the Van Wert City Schools: 

a. Cooper Family Foundation - Van Wert MS Renaissance ($1,000.00) 

b. Van Wert Federal Savings Bank - Van Wert HS Robotics Club ($1,000.00) 

c. To Van Wert City Schools Endowment Fund for Educators: 

 Van Wert Federal Savings Bank ($125.00) 

 Strategence Capital, LLC ($125.00) 

 Wayne & Mary Kilton ($125.00) 

d. To Van Wert City Schools Middle School Renaissance Program: 

 Van Wert Service Club, Inc. ($200.00) 

 Rauch Law Office ($50.00) 

 Van Wert Vision, Ltd. ($100.00) 

 Federal Mogul ($500.00) 

 Van Wert Health ($3,000.00) 

 Van Wert Health ($250.00) 

 Strategence Capital, LLC ($100.00) 

 Tisha Fast Insurance Agency, Inc. ($25.00) 

 Sean Kelly DDS, LLC ($100.00) 

e. Devin & Samantha Webster - Wrestling Athletic Account ($500.00) 

f. Van Wert Athletic Booster Club - Girls Soccer Athletic Account ($300.00) 

g. Jinzhong Li & Qing Cen - Boys Tennis Athletic Account ($200.00) 

h. Robin Kraner - Cross Country Athletic Account ($100.00) 

 

Roll Call: Members Compton, Dickman, Adams and Mull voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

 

 Fiber Optics Hut - Mr. Clifton informed the Board that Independence Fiber Network 

will soon begin construction of a fiber-optic hut near the Middle School building.  

 Eggerss Stadium - The Board was updated on the next phase of the stadium, 

architectural (preliminary) drawings were presented to the Board of the stadium itself.  

The drawings were made by Rossi Associates, LLC, a firm that specializes in 

refurbishing older facilities. 

 Baseball/Softball Fields - Drawings of proposed baseball and softball fields were 

presented to the Board.  Drawings were prepared by Beilharz Architects. 

 

SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT 

 

 Business Advisory Committee Report - “Education on Location” - Ms. Brunn noted 

that she is proud of our local BAC for their hard work and for the progress they’re 

making.  The District is looking to send at least 5 educators (hopefully more) to 

Education on Location classes this coming summer.  Credit from Ashland University 

will be available for this schooling with a large part of the costs being covered by 

various local businesses. 

 Van Wert Chamber of Commerce Milestone Recognition of 150 years - Ms. Brunn 

displayed a plaque received at the recent Chamber banquet honoring VWCS for being 

in business for 150 years. 

 State Representative Craig Riedel will be visiting the District on Monday, March 4
th
 at 

3:00 p.m. 

 Revised Plan for Make-up Days - As of today the District has missed 12 full days due 

to weather (not including delays).  Ms. Brunn and District personnel are concerned 

with the loss of instructional time.  Ms. Brunn discussed the two MOU’s that the 

Board will be asked to approve later in the agenda. 
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REPORT FROM BOARD REPRESENTATIVES 

 

Vantage Board Report - The fireman program will begin classes in the near future, while Vantage 

will be holding an open house “Taste of Vantage” on Monday, February 25
th
 from 5:00 p.m. - 7:30 

p.m. 

 

VWAPAF Board Report - Mr. Mull noted that fund raising for the Back of the House addition 

continues while the new executive director, Tafi Stober is learning the position. 

 

VWASIG Board Report - Last meeting was on September 26, next meeting will be February 26, 

2019. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 NONE 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Motion by Mr. Adams, seconded by Mrs. Compton to approve the following Consent Agenda 

Items: 

 

1. Accept the resignation of Adam Tussing, Truancy/Attendance Officer, effective 

February 15, 2019. 

2. Approve Becky Scheidt as a High School Paraprofessional, effective January 22, 

2019. 

3. Approve the following volunteer coach for the 2018-19 contract year: 

a. Thomas Arnott - High School Wrestling  

4. Approve a leave of absence for Ashley McElroy, 5th Grade Teacher, effective after 

her accrued leave and FMLA have been exhausted, through the remainder of the 2018-

2019 school year. 

5. Approve a Memorandum of Understanding between the Van Wert City Federation of 

Teachers and the Van Wert City Schools Board of Education adding a Middle School 

Robotics Advisor to the supplemental pay schedule, effective the 2018-19 School 

Year. 

 

Roll Call: Members Adams, Compton, Dickman, and Mull voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

MOU WITH FEDERATION OF TEACHERS - Make-up Days 

 

Motion by Mrs. Compton, seconded by Mrs. Dickman to Approve a Memorandum of 

Understanding between the Van Wert City Federation of Teachers and the Van Wert City Schools 

Board of Education regarding plans for student and staff make-up days.  Roll Call: Members 

Compton, Dickman, Adams, and Mull voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

MOU WITH CLASSIFIED EMPLOYEES - Make-up Days 

 

Motion by Mr. Adams, seconded by Mrs. Dickman to Approve a Memorandum of Understanding 

between the Classified Employees of Van Wert City Schools and the Van Wert City Schools 

Board of Education regarding plans for student and staff make-up days.  Roll Call: Members 

Adams, Dickman, Compton, and Mull voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. 

 

ADVANCEMENT ON PAY SCHEDULE 

 

This is to inform the Board of Education that the following employee was advanced on the 

payscale, due to additional college coursework, effective February 1, 2019: 

 

1. Colton Royer - Bachelors to Bachelors +150 

 

CRA APPLICATION 

 

Acknowledge receipt and notification of a Residential CRA Application for CMA Holdings & 

Rentals, LLC, Chet Straley, President, at 529 S. Vine St., Van Wert, OH  45891. 
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MONTHLY REPORTS FROM BUILDING PRINCIPALS 

 

Mr. Mull noted the monthly report from each building principal is available for review. 

 

ANY OTHER NEW BUSINESS 

 

 NONE  

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

Stephen and Erin Salazar, parents of a high school athlete expressed concerns regarding games 

and practices being held on calamity days due to inclement weather.  The Board, Ms. Brunn and 

Mr. Clifton responded to their concerns, Ms. Brunn asked them to provide her their contact 

information so that she may follow up with them.  

 

Jeff Hood representing Van Wert Federation of Teachers commended Superintendent Brunn with 

her handling of things during this difficult winter.  Mr. Hood also requested to be included in the 

meeting with Representative Riedel of which the Board said yes. 

  

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

Motion by Mrs. Compton, seconded by Mrs. Dickman to go into Executive Session pursuant to 

Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22(G)(1), for the purpose of discussing the employment of public 

personnel.  Roll Call: Members Compton, Dickman, Adams, and Mull voting “yes”.  Motion 

Carried 4-0.  

 

Mr. Mull noted that the Board will return from executive session with no further business other 

than to adjourn. 

 

The Board entered executive session at 7:11 p.m.  

 

The Board exited executive session at 8:52 p.m. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

Motion by Mr. Adams, seconded by Mrs. Dickman to adjourn.  Roll Call: Members Adams, 

Dickman, Compton, and Mull voting “yes”.  Motion Carried 4-0. Time: 8:52 p.m. 

 

 

 

              

         PRESIDENT          TREASURER 


