
Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes (Virtual)
Marion P. Thomas Charter High School of Culinary and Performing Arts

125 Sussex Avenue, Newark, NJ 07103

January 24, 2021 | 6:00 PM ET
Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87205682710?pwd=dWh4bE5qWCtkWk9PcThPSWdLbVZZUT09

1. CALL TO ORDER – Open Public Meetings Act - 6:17
● The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (“Act”) was enacted to ensure the right of the

public to have advance notice of, and to attend meetings of public bodies at which any
business affecting their interests is discussed or acted upon. In accordance with the
provisions of this Act, the Marion P Thomas Charter School Board of Trustees has caused
notice of this meeting to be advertised by having the date, time, and place there of
posted on the district’s website (www.mptcs.org), in the office of the Clerk of the City of
Newark, and was published in the Star-Ledger in July 2021.

2. ROLL CALL
● The following individuals are voting members of the Board:

Board Member Present Absent Board Member Present Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter
Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Non-Voting Board Members Present

Elijah Griffiths (Board Secretary/Administrator) Tina Jalloh(Board Attorney)

Angela Mincy, Chief School
Administrator/Superintendent

Michael Falkowski (School Business Administrator)

**: Motion Seconded

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87205682710?pwd=dWh4bE5qWCtkWk9PcThPSWdLbVZZUT09
http://www.mptcs.org


3.  CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE

4.  SUPERINTENDENT’S UPDATE

Discussion:
● Who is responsible for assessing HIB data? Who is responsible for the teachers being trained in HIB

data and why is it that teachers are only to be trained for two hours and are not in compliance. Who is
responsible for adherence?

○ Turnover has affected reporting
○ A. Mickens is overseeing HIB Reporting Data

● Self Assessment through school for HIB?
○ Has district process been followed and has MPTCS been able to follow the chain?

● Puting measures in place from CUlture and Climate Committee?
○ What a 0 looks like versus a 3
○ What are we missing t6hat our students feel can be corrected?

● Chronic absenteeism - who is responsible for finding out the root cause? Who i responsible for
tracking attendance and correcting absenteeism

○ Encouraging human contact
○ Wants everyone to articulate expectations to improve absenteeism

● COVID Testing is trending in the right direction
○ Younger children should be encouraged to get parents to sign consents for testing.
○ Fun and engaging - as virtual instruction is not the norm, fun and engaging opportunities are

being out in place to get consent forms signed.

5.  COMMITTEE REPORTS
● None

6.  RESOLUTIONS

**: Motion Seconded



I. 2022-1-24-A: Approval of the December 20, 2021 BOT Meeting Minutes

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe **

Discussion:

2022-1-24-B: Approval of the January 24, 2022 BOT Meeting Agenda

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard ** LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Discussion:
●

**: Motion Seconded

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-dkeukgCW8Kva75deuF2vnSCvt8Hax-e/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108034179858542211607&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/12o5ve6iPUZJzp46YlbxOsmnCV11jfnZl/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108034179858542211607&rtpof=true&sd=true


II. 2022-1-24-C: Approval of the January 2022 Personnel Report

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard ** LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Discussion:
●

III. 2022-1-24-D: Approval of the January 2022 Vendor Bill List

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist **

Dr. Princess Towe

Discussion:

**: Motion Seconded

https://docs.google.com/document/d/173kraHHLQMZ1qWvEAJbwiqyZqn7155tD/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108034179858542211607&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-Er-HLEM5FPQgoCn6IwuA3EZDwiZWCrO/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106265011197694851178&rtpof=true&sd=true


IV. 2022-1-24-E: Approval of January 2022 Board Secretary Report

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe **

Discussion:
● E & F packaged E & F packaged together (J. Valdivieso)
● GF - General Funds

○ Bank accounts will be cleaned up through audit
● Line for appropriations - Upstanding Judgments

○ Charged out accounts

V. 2022-1-24-F: Approval of January 2022 Treasurer’s (Reconciliation) Report

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter ** Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Discussion:

**: Motion Seconded

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BXp7ITKvyNvm7rEeW0DzqJ8bI3DB3mFe/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106265011197694851178&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GO4DtpAO_IgP6ZfXy62SVJgEiTMw_ghW/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106265011197694851178&rtpof=true&sd=true


VI. 2022-1-24-G: Approval of MPTCS HIB Self Assessment 2022

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe **

Discussion:

VII. 2022-1-24-H: Approve Consolidation Agreement | MPTCS Assoc. & HS Education Assoc.

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso **

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Discussion:

VIII. 2022-1-24-I: Approval of STEAM Academy Title 1 Tutoring/After School Club(s)

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard ** LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Discussion:

**: Motion Seconded

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GO4DtpAO_IgP6ZfXy62SVJgEiTMw_ghW/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106265011197694851178&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/11Y7BAHZaw2VT7DncFAz_bfWhEbwd5Gfm/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106265011197694851178&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GO4DtpAO_IgP6ZfXy62SVJgEiTMw_ghW/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=106265011197694851178&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19IfKaOdz0bkPL4XKWI98VSbNhyy5y8Kj/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108034179858542211607&rtpof=true&sd=true


IX. 2022-1-24-J: Approval of CSA/Superintendent Goals 2022

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse ** Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Discussion:
● Motion to Table until after closed session - Julio Valdivieso/abstained - approved

X. 2022-1-24-K: Approval of Board of Trustees Goals 2022

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius  **

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Discussion:
● Motion to Table until after closed session - Julio Valdivieso
● Approved

**: Motion Seconded

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1krRVu8DwbruRi0T0fZIskFYPVACkB3Ys/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108034179858542211607&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XBfAUn1Yah3x1M2C9uRlwivHHRgN2AaD/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=108034179858542211607&rtpof=true&sd=true


7.  PUBLIC COMMENT

8.  CLOSED SESSION - 7:32 PM

9.  CLOSING REMARKS FROM BOARD CHAIR:

Thank you to all for your hard work and dedication to the village. Have a great evening! Committees thank
you for meeting. Please come to the next meeting with a committee report.

22. MOTION TO ADJOURN:  9:00 PM ET

Respectfully submitted at: 1/24/2022
Submitted by: Elijah D. Griffiths

**: Motion Seconded


