
Special Board of Trustees Meeting Minutes (Virtual)
Marion P. Thomas Charter High School of Culinary and Performing Arts

125 Sussex Avenue, Newark, NJ 07103

February 15, 2022 | 6:00 PM ET
Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87205682710?pwd=dWh4bE5qWCtkWk9PcThPSWdLbVZZUT09

1. CALL TO ORDER – Open Public Meetings Act - 6:01
● The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act (“Act”) was enacted to ensure the right of the

public to have advance notice of, and to attend meetings of public bodies at which any
business affecting their interests is discussed or acted upon. In accordance with the
provisions of this Act, the Marion P Thomas Charter School Board of Trustees has caused
notice of this meeting to be advertised by having the date, time, and place there of
posted on the district’s website (www.mptcs.org), in the office of the Clerk of the City of
Newark, and was published in the Star-Ledger in February 2022.

2. ROLL CALL
● The following individuals are voting members of the Board:

Board Member Present Absent Board Member Present Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Non-Voting Board Members Present

Elijah Griffiths (Board Secretary/Administrator) Tina Jalloh(Board Attorney)

Angela Mincy, Chief School
Administrator/Superintendent

Michael Falkowski (School Business Administrator)

**: Motion Seconded

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87205682710?pwd=dWh4bE5qWCtkWk9PcThPSWdLbVZZUT09
http://www.mptcs.org


3.  CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE - N/A

4.  SUPERINTENDENT’S UPDATE - N/A

5.  COMMITTEE REPORTS - N/A

6.  RESOLUTIONS

I. 2022-2-15-A: Approval of the February 15, 2022 BOT Meeting Agenda

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse** Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Discussion:

II. 2022-2-15-B: Approval of the Goldman Sachs & Prudential Remortgage and Rent Increase

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse** Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

**: Motion Seconded

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-dkeukgCW8Kva75deuF2vnSCvt8Hax-e/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wHq9JP1Ic5Da_QgFa_pC89xkzUwFrX7I/edit


Discussion:

III. 2022-2-15-C: Approval of the Long Term Substitute Daily Rate Increase

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard LaSonya Nevius**

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Discussion:

IV. 2022-2-15-D: Approval of Personnel Separation(s)

Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent Voting Members Motion Yes No Abstain Absent

Vincent Rouse Julio Valdivieso

Dashay Carter Allan Boomer

Jasonn Denard** LaSonya Nevius

Briana Gilchrist

Dr. Princess Towe

Discussion:

**: Motion Seconded

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ybaMXDmQXtelFqwlzAsvevh9AaxeNUAC/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/16YtDdhWMnAQkU1V9fCFR8VvVqbaRuX2a/edit


7.  PUBLIC COMMENT - It is now time for public participation. To engage in public comment, all speakers
must register via the district’s website no later than 5 calendar days prior to the advertised meeting by 5:00
PM ET. Please state your name and address for the record. All speakers will have 3-minutes to address the
BOT.

Cassandra Johnson-Torres (Wife of TaJuan Torres)
● The mother Cassandra thought the meeting was at 2PM and signed her husband up to speak at that

time, but since it was at 6PM she was able to speak.
● What steps are being taken to help the per diem sub in her daughter's classrooms? (Torres)
● I pay for private tutoring and my daughter has grown a lot, but she doesn’t have a certified math

teacher. (Torres)
● Praise for Mincy for asking students questions as they were very excited to speak with her. (Torres)
● We don’t have a certified math teacher. I understand there is a shortage of teachers and there was a

recent job fair which I am unsure if MPTCS participated in but we need certified math teachers.
Perhaps we need incentives to get a certified math teacher. (Torres)

IIdemar Vazquez
● Not Present

Wascar Beaton Garcia
● Not Present

8.  CLOSED SESSION - 6:12 PM

9.  CLOSING REMARKS FROM BOARD CHAIR:

Thank you to all for your hard work and dedication to the village. Have a great evening! Committees thank
you for meeting. Please come to the next meeting with a committee report.

22. MOTION TO ADJOURN:  6:12 PM ET

Respectfully submitted at: 2/15/2022
Submitted by: Elijah D. Griffiths

**: Motion Seconded


