DARLINGTON

COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT

What is Truancy? The State Board of Education recognizes that truancy is primarily an educational
issue and that all reasonable, educationally sound, corrective actions should be undertaken by the school

district prior to resorting to the Juvenile Justice System.

(A) Truant
A child ages 6 to 17 years meets the definition of a truant when the child has three consecutive

unlawful absences or a total of five unlawful absences.

(B) Habitual Truant
A “habitual” truant is a child age 12 to 17 years who fails to comply with the intervention plan
developed by the school, the child, and the parent(s) or guardian(s) and who accumulates two or more
additional unlawful absences. This child may need court intervention and an initial truancy petition may
be filed. The written intervention plan, and documentation of non-compliance, must be attached to the
truancy petition asking for court intervention.

(C) Chronic Truant

A “chronic” truant is a child ages 12 to 17 years who has been through the school intervention
process, has reached the level of a “habitual” truant, has been referred to Family Court and placed on an
order to attend school, and continues to accumulate unlawful absences. Should other community
alternatives and referrals fail to remedy the attendance problem, the “chronic” truant may be referred to
the Family Court for violation of a previous court order. All school intervention plans existing to this
point for this child and family must accompany the Contempt of Court petition as well as a written
recommendation from the school to the court on action the court should take.

II1. Intervention Plans

(A) Each district must develop a policy relating to requirements for intervention. The district plan for
improving students” attendance must be in accordance with any applicable statutes.

(B) Once a child is determined to be truant as defined in Section II(A), school officials must make
every reasonable effort to meet with the parent(s) or guardian(s) to identify the reasons for the student’s
continued absence. These efforts should include telephone calls and home visits, both during and after
normal business hours, as well as written messages and e-mails. School officials must develop a written
“intervention plan” to address the student’s continued absence in conjunction with the student and
parent(s) or guardian(s).

(C) The intervention plan must include but is not limited to

(1) Designation of a person to lead the intervention team. The team leader may be someone from
another agency.

(2) Reasons for the unlawful absences.

(3) Actions to be taken by the parent(s) or guardian(s) and student to resolve the causes of the
unlawful absences.

(4) Documentation of referrals to appropriate service providers and, if available, alternative school
and community-based programs.

(5) Actions to be taken by intervention team members.

(6) Actions to be taken in the évent unlawful absences continue.



