
The Arts In LESD

2022-2023: The Year So Far



District Goals.



VAPAInsurance 
requirements

Budget 
restrictions

Challenging student behavior Arts providers rebuilding 
their programs



P. S. ARTS 

Music Visual 
Arts

Theatre

Arts 
Integration

Three-months rotations of Music, Theatre, and 
Visual Arts at each elementary school

Dance

(After 
school)

VAPA TEACHERS
• Full-time Music Teacher at JAMS and WRMS
• Full-time Visual Arts Teacher at JAMS and WRMS

RAP
After-school programs in Dance and Music
(More about the RAP programs in May with Dennis Howard)

ARTS INTEGRATION
• Professional development for all teachers
• Professional productions presented to all students
• Follow-up activities in classrooms

TROUGH A DISTRICTWIDE COMMITMENT TO THE ARTS AND TEACHERS’ DEDICATION
LESD CONTINUES TO OFFER THE FOLLOWING:



22-23 Highlights
Puppets & Players Little Theatre:
Puff the Magic Dragon 
Elementary schools

Core message:

You have inner strength

You are creative

“The most powerful magic of 
all is your imagination!”

Anderson Elementary – 3/20/2023

Professional Development Workshops for all teachers  + Professional Productions for all students 
+ Follow-up activities in the classrooms 

Twain Elementary – 4/18/2023



22-23 Highlights
UniverSoul Hip Hop

Middle Schools

Core message:

Community, Unity, Peace, Love

Professional Development Workshops for all teachers  + Professional Productions for all students 
+ Follow-up activities in the classrooms 

Jane Addams Middle School – 2/17/2023
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Teachers’
Creativity 
and
Dedication

Ms. Kneisley, Visual Art teacher at WRMS, publishes an Art Newsletter to highlight students’ achievements
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In Ms. D’Agostino’s class at JAMS, students learned how to enlarge a picture by drawing the cover of a book that interested them
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ACOUSTIC  MUSIC & DIGITAL MUSIC IN THE MIDDLE SCHOOLS
JAMS: Mr. Rendón  teaches Band, Guitar, and Choir 
WRMS: Mr. Rodriguez teaches Band and Drumline 
JAMS & WRMS: Mr. Rendón and Mr. Rodriguez both provide Digital Music Education

Top Left:
Song by Maleah M. 7th Gr - WRMS

Top Right:
Two students in Advanced Band 
working on reading music - WRMS

Bottom Left:
A portion of WRMS Advanced Band

Bottom Right:
Members of JAMS Guitar Ensemble 
performing at 2022 TakePART 
Festival



LESD Shines at Community Events
Please join us at the 2023 
TakePART Festival 

For

 An Art Exhibit representing the 
elementary and the middle 
schools

 Music Performance by JAMS 

 Music Performance by WRMS

 Art Activity Booth with JAMS 
and WRMS Art Teachers



Recommendations 
for a continued bright future in VAPA

• MAINSTREAMING THE CONTRACTING PROCESS
To allow more qualified arts providers to contribute to LESD students’ education

• RETURNING TO IN-PERSON PD AT EACH SCHOOL SITE
To better address teachers’ needs and foster Arts Integration in classrooms

• CREATING A STRATEGIC ARTS PLAN
To nurture a vision, provide clarity of purpose, and use resources the best way 
possible
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