TOWN OF WEST HARTFORD
MINUTES
Advisory Commission for Persons with Disabilities
June 26, 2023
7:00PM Elmwood Community Center Auditorium

e Call meeting to order.
e Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM
e Members present: Joe Kolczynski, Mary Silverberg, Kimberly
Jacobsen, Christy Miller, Tara McNeil, Jason Mirsky, Kim Grehn,
Ann Mione Suzanne Oslander

e Members absent: Erin Conneely, Amy Messinger
e Minutes from May 8, 2023 meeting were approved.
e Report Suzanne Oslander — (Town ADA Coordinator, Department of
Social Services)
Round door handles at Town Hall are being replaced. Twelve have

been changed so far.
e CERT Team Report

a) Commission member Christy Miller has recently graduated from
CERT training.

b) Rick Ledwith and several commission members expressed
appreciation for their presence and assistance from CERT team at
the Memorial Day Parade, Celebrate WH, Pride Day, and Food
Pantry.

e Vision Zero Task Force Update (Erin Conneely)
Erin Conneely was not present.
e Guest Speaker — Rick Ledwith — Town Manager (Vision Zero task
force)

a) Rick Ledwith presented the history and evolution of the Vision
Zero concept aimed at reducing traffic fatalities and serious
injuries ideally to zero. West Hartford is the second town in
Connecticut, after Stamford to adopt this plan.



b) The goal of the task force is to develop an action plan to
accomplish Vision Zero goals within 10 years.

c) The Plan will focus on “hot spots™-Locations in town with high
numbers of injuries and use a “3E” approach.

1. Enforcement-Ticketing Traffic violations
2. Education-Informing the public.
3. Engineering-Changes to the roadway.

d) Rick informed us that the governor recently signed into law, a bill
which becomes effective in October that allows police
departments to ticket drivers through the use of red light camera
surveillance.

e) The taskforce hired a consultant and will be soliciting input from
the public to assist in creating their action plan.

f) Two public meetings will be held in the fall along with a town
wide survey, to gather public comment.

g) The final product will be an Action Plan delivered by January
2024,

e Rick’s presentation prompted a spirted discussion about the
wording of the examples section of the mission statement. While
commission members agreed on its intent, the wording, specifically
in regard to groups of individuals who have been marginalized in
the past, might be reworded to better reflect its intemt.

e Adjournment 8:10 — next meeting date: September 11, 2023, in ECC
Auditorium at 7:00 PM.



