
The Writer’s 
Workshop, grades 
6-8



Writing Review Committee

2019-2020

• Four full-day sessions

• Standards

• Curriculum 

• Student work

• Data

• Interviews, surveys

• Professional reading

• Position papers

• And more …

Recommendations



Writing Review Committee

2020-2021

• Curriculum projects/ revisions

• Professional learning

• Report and executive summary

• Presentation to board

• Reconvened Writing Review Committee

• Action steps/ work with 

recommendations



Writing Review Committee recommendations

“The committee identifies a connection between the purpose and audience 
of a writing situation and how students see themselves as writers. Student 
writers at the elementary level, where there is a focus on choice, audience, 
process, and celebration, tend to see themselves as good writers who enjoy 
revising, refining, and sharing their work. In many writing contexts, students 
at the secondary level seem to increasingly focus on correctness and 
producing a final product that will earn a grade. Some students see 
themselves as writing for an audience of one – the teacher – and want 
feedback narrowly focused on improving that grade.  The committee 
wonders about the impact this may have on developing lifelong learners and 
effective communicators beyond an academic setting.”



Writing Review Committee recommendations

• Align writing expectations across all schools and grades.

• Develop and implement structures for examining student work.

• Explore assessing/ grading models that track mastery of skills.

• Implement writing portfolios for students.

• Teach students to set and monitor their own writing goals.

• Increase opportunities for student choice in writing, including genre, subject, 
and format.

• Build publication and celebration into curricula.

• Incorporate elements of the writing workshop.



ELA current practice

Grade 6

• ELA ADV and Critical 

Literacy: 173 students 

(36%)

• ELA and Critical 

Literacy: 162 students 

(33%)

• R180: 149 students 

(31%)

Grade 7

• ELA ADV: 147 

students (33%)

• ELA: 294 students 

(67%)

• R180, CL1, CL2

Grade 8

• ELA ADV: 209 

students (42%)

• ELA: 288 students 

(58%)

• R180, CL1, CL2



•Addresses multiple recommendations

• Student familiarity, success

•Established record as a best practice

•Teaching the writer, not the writing

Looking at the workshop model – Why?



Looking at the workshop model – How?

• ELA advisory committee 

• Materials and resources

• Professional learning

• Time to collaborate and plan



Why reimagine ELA: Our Mission

The mission of the White Plains City School District is 

to educate and inspire all students, while nurturing 

their dreams, so they learn continually, think critically, 

pursue their aspirations and contribute to a diverse 

and dynamic world.



Why reimagine ELA?

The mission of the White Plains City School District is to educate and inspire all students, while nurturing their dreams, 

so they learn continually, think critically, pursue their aspirations and contribute to a diverse and dynamic world.

• The workshop model supports all students through standards aligned skills instruction and differentiation for 

student-specific learning needs.

• Built into the workshop model are opportunities for collaboration, one-on-one and small group conferencing, 

independent exploration, and student choice.

• Individual writing goals are identified – extension and acceleration are planned for in the writing progressions.

• The workshop model promotes and benefits from a diverse community of writers, who learn and grow 

through collaboration.



Why reimagine ELA?

• The purpose of ELA instruction in our schools is to develop the skills of all students, not 

to rank and select.

• The process of selection is problematic.

• We need to support the social and emotional development of all our students.

• It is not necessary to separate out students for them to be supported and challenged 

appropriately.

The mission of the White Plains City School District is to educate and inspire all students, while nurturing their dreams, 

so they learn continually, think critically, pursue their aspirations and contribute to a diverse and dynamic world.



Why reimagine ELA?

• NO impact on H/ADV/AP/Dual Enrollment courses at HS

• Fewer scheduling obstacles at Eastview and Highlands – team consistency, dual 

language, etc.

• Reduces the impact of tracking – selection, gate keeping, parent/student anxiety, 

etc.

The mission of the White Plains City School District is to educate and inspire all students, while nurturing their dreams, 

so they learn continually, think critically, pursue their aspirations and contribute to a diverse and dynamic world.



Tentative timeline

YEAR GRADE 6 GRADE 7 GRADE 8

2021-2022 • 3 Writing Units of Study 
• ELA – ELA ADV
• Reading instruction in CL/R180

• Try one Writing Unit of Study
• Planning/exploration
• ELA-ELA ADV

• Volunteers try one Writing Unit 
of Study 

2022-2023 • ELA Writing Units of Study
• The Writers Workshop grade 6
• Reading Units of Study in CL

• 3 Writing Units of Study 
• ELA – ELA ADV
• Align current CL units w/ELA units

• Try one Writing Unit of Study
• Planning/exploration
• ELA-ELA ADV

2023-2024 • ELA Writing Units of Study
• The Writers Workshop grade 6
• Reading Units of Study in CL

• ELA Writing Units of Study
• The Writers Workshop grade 7

• 3 Writing Units of Study 
• ELA – ELA ADV
• Align current CL units w/ELA 

units

2024-2025 • ELA Writing Units of Study
• The Writers Workshop grade 6
• Reading Units of Study in CL

• ELA Writing Units of Study
• The Writers Workshop grade 7

• ELA Writing Units of Study
• The Writers Workshop grade 8



District ELA ADV/H 6 ELA ADV/H 7 ELA ADV/H 8 ELA ADV/H 9 ELA ADV/H 10

WHITE PLAINS Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes

Carmel No No No Yes Yes

Mamaroneck No No No No No

Mt. Pleasant No No No Yes Yes

Valhalla No No No No Yes

New Rochelle* No No No No Yes

Edgemont No No No No Yes

Ardsley No No No No No

Briarcliff No No No No No

Pelham No No Yes Yes Yes

Byram Hills No No No No No

Rye* No No No No No

Tarrytown* No No Yes Yes Yes

Ossining No No No No No

Hendrick Hudson No No No Yes Yes

Lakeland No No No Yes Yes

Wappingers* No Yes Yes Yes Yes

Who tracks in Westchester? 
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