Volume 37, Issue 6 May 8, 1998

Going to senool
to ouilel a house

3 Pottsgrove High School
! A~ 1345 Kauffman Road
. z Q c P n Pottstown, Pennsylvania 19464
| Phone: (610) 326-5105

| .

“| worked before with my stepdad, by Megan LaRosse
... S0 | learned a lot and know - As students pass by a new
. development on their way to
What tO eXpeCt fl’Om the pl’OjeCt school, some might think about
T " what it will look like when it is
[bU|Id|ng d house]. "PaUI finished. However, some stu-

. . -tech sch
Thiessen, a senior at vo-tech tmore than deydream and wonder

and are actually building a house
for credit in school and getting
graded on their work.

Senior Paul Thiessen is one
Pottsgrove student who this
school year helped to construct a
contemporary colonial house with
three bedrooms and four baths.
He was just one of many students,
however, who took part in the
building of this house and anoth-
er through programs at the vo-
tech school. Students studying
construction technology or elec-
tricity and professionals in these
fields are just some of the people
involved in these projects.

Students and  teachers




mvolved 1n buiiding the colonial
home traveled two miles to the
construction site from the vo-tech
school every day.

"We try to build one house
every yeat, and right now we are
finishing the one from last year,"
Thiessen said in October. The
construction team started another
home during the winter.

Thiessen worked with his
Pottsgrove companions - Mike
Toulish and Tyree Jeffcoat on the
projects.

Thiessen feels that some jobs
are easier and other jobs are hard-
er than he expected. "I worked
before with my stepdad, who is an
independent contractor, so I
learned a lot and know what to
expect from the project," he said,
explaining some of his prior con-
struction experiences.

There are always profession-
als around the construction site to
help with all the harder things that
the students cannot handle or do.
However, practically the entire
house was built by vo-tech stu-
dents. The home then went on the
market to be sold to defray the
construction costs to the vo-tech

school.
Getting the job done: While there are always teachers at the job "I really like working on the
site, students like senior Paul Thiessen contribute a major portion of house because I want to go into
the muscle in the homes built at the vo-tech school. construction,” Thiessen said.
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Maintaining standards

Students and administrators here at Pottsgrove have beén
debating whether the grade marking system should stay as it is,
with edch letter grade seven points away from each other, or
whether the grading system should be changed to a 10-percent-
age point system.

There are many good reasons to change to a 10-point system.
For one, students think that if the system were changed it would
be easier to get better grades. This would also mean that more
students would be getting A's and B's, which would make the
school look good in the local press. This may be true, but
should Pottsgrove lower its standards just so it will be easier for
students to get an A? The whole point of the system now is to
challenge students to do good work and work to earn a grade.

Under the present system, students have to work to getan A. If-

the standards were lower, students could do less work to get a
high grade. (It would take some pressure out of their lives, but
what wonld it teach them2) R
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Athletes don’t deserve special treatment

M Failing students
should have club
privileges slashed

by Mai Hoang

At Pottsgrove High School, as
in other schools, athletics are con-
sidered an important part of life.
However, is that any reason to
treat athletes differently from stu-
dents who do not go out for
sports?

In order for students to play
sports, schools have a grade
requirement. If that requirement
is not met, then students are not

allawad tn nlav ennrteeo-at tha

work in school before being able
to have fun in extra-curriculars,"
Zeigler said.

However,
Bumbaugh doesn't agree.

"Maybe sports (or other activi-
ties) are what they excel in; not
everyone is a genius,” Bumbaugh
said.

Freshman Dan Benscoter feels
that students should be allowed to
do the things they like to do and
are good at.

"If it's something you love to
do, you should be allowed to do
it," Benscoter said.

For the most part, students do
manage grades and do extra-cur-
ricular activities, sports or not. In

sophomore Erica:

winning."

Zeigler, who is a member of the
tennis and track teams, said that
not punishing students right away
so they can play sports just tells
them that they can get away with -
things. "They will never learn
[that way]," Zeigler said.

In terms of popularity, athletes
seem different also. Some could
say that athletes get "special treat-
ment" simply because they do
well in sports. Why is it when
non-athletes do well in something
else they don't get as much recog-
nition? Bumbaugh thinks the
only reason that happens is
because people get to know ath-
letes better than other students.




—_—- " And what about eligibility for sports? If the grade marking

system were changed, wouldn't the eligibility requirements be
lowered? The good thing is that more kids could play sports
and not be ruled ineligible. However, recent studies show that
many students who play athletics are also the students who
maintain good grades--lowering the standards then would only
accommodate those students who really are not working in
school and would not work even with lowered standards.
Another bad point is that everyone could know less to graduate.

|

Over the years, what has made Pottsgrove“the school that it
is? Standards. Why, then, should Pottsgrove lower its standards
to jump on the "losing" bandwagon of lower standards?
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subjects, they have to sit out
games until they start passing
again. That is one way athletes
are treated differently. If a stu-
dent is failing in school, he does
not get kicked out of a club, such
as Key Club, or a music ensemble
or a play.

However, in order to be fair,
should there be such a require-
ment in these areas as well?
Sophomore Megan Zeigler thinks
$0.

"Clubs and other activities are
privileges, so you should have to

On the music scene:

Van Halen breaks ground with new lead singer, techniques

by Devin L. Mercer

Born in 1978 and undergoing
the growing pains that included
two previous lead singers, the
juggernaut known as Van Halen is
back with Three, their first studio
album in almost four years. New
lead singer Gary Cherone has
filled in some mighty big shoes
that have been occupied by
"Diamond" David Lee Roth and
Sammy Hagar.

The first track off of the new
album is "New World," whichis a
soft-feeling instrumental of
"Without You," which is the first
song to be released as a single.
"Without You" is one of the best
songs off of Three because of the
level of difficulty of the tech-
niques that guitarist Eddie Van
Halen uses. For the opening of
the track, Eddie Van Halen uses a
quarter to play harmonics, which
helps to enhance the drums that
open the tune up.

Though Three was not released
until Mar. 17, 94.1 FM WYSP
played many of the songs on Mar.
12, via a listening party in Los
Angeles, CA, with the new Van
Halen on hand to give interviews
and insights into the new tracks.

“Van Halen fans from
the past will enjoy
Three due to the fact
that Cherone is such a
diverse front man..”

Eddie Van Halen describes
Cherone's presence in the band as
being almost fundamental
because this is the first album
where the music was based
around the lyrics instead of the
other way around. Van Halen has
always based the lyrics on the

way the music was written.

One moving song off of the
album is the track "Josephina,"
which was written to implicate
how the band members feel about
the way their parents brought
them up. The track has a special
sound due to all the layering and
guitar work that Eddie Van Halen
did. Cherone's lyrics also grab
the attention of the listener
because of the heart that is put
into the writing process.

Overall, the album is put
together very well. Van Halen
fans from the past will enjoy
Three due to the fact that
Cherone is such a diverse front-
man. His vocals, along with the
excellent backing music-produced
by Alex Van Halen on drums,
Michael Anthony on bass and
Eddie Van Halen on guitars, can
also be heard on the tracks "From
Afar," "One I Want" and "Fire in
the Hole."

er of the cheerleading squad,
Key Club and the Pottsgrovian
staff, says that if she doesn't do an
activity she "ends up [getting]
lazy and [her] grades get bad."

In some schools, athletes are
treated differently when it comes
to matters of discipline. In these
schools, students who play sports
are allowed to play an important
game before they get punished.
(An incident like this occurred at
Pottstown High School during
football season and was reported
in the Mercury.) Here at
Pottsgrove though there hasn't
been such a case. However, if
the issue arises, should athletes be
disciplined before or after the
game?

"It's unfair,” Bumbaugh said,
"but a lot of schools care about

treatment only because they
become well known around the
school,"” Bumbaugh states.

Okay, so athletes are better
known and they promote school
spirit, but are there reasons why
athletes have the right to get spe-
cial treatment? Both Zeigler and
Benscoter do not think so.

"Everyone deserves fair chances
and treatment," Zeigler said.

"Everyone's equal. They just do
different [activities]," Benscoter
said. "Everyone should be consid-
ered the same."

Athletes should be commended
for doing well in sports; after all,
they're doing something for the
school. However, athletes should
not be treated better or worse than
those who are in drama, music or
other activities.

Trips canceled through lack of interest

by Bert Ingram

"Why is the class trip can-
celed?" This is a question asked
by many students when their class
advisors say, "Sorry, the class trip
is canceled.”

"Chaperones have never been a
problem,” Thomas Bannister,
sophomore class adviser, said.
"The main reason is because the
students do not show enough
interest."

Pottsgrove High School guide-
lines state that for a class to go on
a “class trip" the freshman,
sophomore and junior classes
must have at least 75 percent of
the class participating, and 60
percent for the seniors. Often
times, the students do not partici-
pate because they do not have the

money to spend for the trip,
because it falls on an inconve-
nient date or the place of the trip
simply does not interest them.

"When planning for a class trip,
you must think of a good idea that
the students would enjoy, and
then you must get approved by
the school board," said freshman
and junior class advisor Mark
Shuster.

The class advisors are not the
only people behind making these
trips happen. The class officers
are also a big part in making these
trips take place.

"Class officers are required to
help out with the collecting of
payments and processing bus
assignments for students,” said
Mr. Bannister, talking about the
other people involved in planning
and executing a class trip.



Relay raises money to fight cancer

B There are many
ways in which
people fight cancer

by Mai Hoang

One of Pottsgrove's students,
junior David Gresko, died from
cancer in March. Students here
should recognize from this inci-
dent that cancer can strike anyone,
even members of this school com-
munity. However, they should
also recognize that they can help
fight the disease.

Someone might think he doesn't
know how to do anything to help
or can't help. However, there are
many ways everyone can help.

Recently, Pottsgrove had a cam-
paign called Pasta for Pennies,
which was a campaign to raise

money to fight cancer, and the
winning homeroom got a pasta
dinner from The Olive Garden.

In addition, on May 30-31, for
the first time in Pottstown, there
will be a "Relay for Life" at the
Hill School. The Relay of Life is
an event where teams of 12-30
people walk for 24 hours to raise
money for the American Cancer
Society.

The Cancer Society will use the
money to do cancer research,
detection and other services.
Besides the walk there is a
Luminary Ceremony on the first
day, where candles are lit to honor
cancer survivors and to remember
those who lost their lives to cancer.

For all those people who read
this article and think, "This
sounds dumb--I can't- walk--I will
be bored to death," the Relay for
Life will not only help the

American Cancer Society but it
will also be fun: there will be all
sorts of entertainment, such as
music and dancing, and refresh-
ments, plus some special guests.

"[It will be] a big celebration,
like one of those old dance-a-
thons, for an extraordinary cause,”
Missy Sutherland, one of the relay
organizers, said.

Each member of a team is asked
to raise at least $100, which can
be raised in many ways. In other
walk events in other towns, peo-
ple have raised money by holding
bake sales, raffles, flea markets or
even mini-walks around their
place of work or school.

This Relay for Life is not hard
to do, and it is a simple way to
help people fight cancer. Students
who want more information about
the walk should contact Ms.
Sutherland at 323-7300.

‘Falcon’ asks...

If you were an employer, would you want to see
someone's high school attendance record?

Anthony Defransisco, freshman: "Yes,

because if they were dedicated to
school, they would be dedicated to
work."

Janet Maggio, senior: "No, if you graduate

from high school, your attendance
should not matter."

Heather Riker, senior: "Yes, I think atten-
dance at school would reflect the
attendance at work."

Cory Fenstermaker, senior: "Yes, because
I'd like to know what I'm getting
myself into with an employee.”

Teens provide several reasons for carrying a credit card

by Devin L. Mercer

What is the real main purpose
of a teenager having a credit card?
Are these young adults able to be
responsible enough to make sure
that they do not overspend what
they do not have?

Many teenagers have a lot of
responsibilities that life has
already put upon them, but some
are able to handle these responsi-

are used as a mandatory security
deposit for getting a rental car or
getting a hotel room, but in most
of those cases, you have to be at
least 21 years old to sign the
papers.

Students at PHS are all experi-
encing changes as they grow
older, and with that also comes the
ability to establish credit for
themselves. Credit card compa-
nies such as Visa, Mastercard and

cards, but once again, they usual-
ly require a parent to co-sign.
"My mom and dad gave my sis-
ter and me each a credit card so
(that] they can regulate our spend-
ing," Carina Weigner, a senior,
said, talking about why she has a
credit card. "Plus, they don't have
to keep giving us money."
Having a credit card can have
its upsides, but it can always have
its downside too. It takes a lot

Amery Koval, junior: "No, it doesn't affect

your job performance."

Erica Bumbaugh, sophomore: "No, because
they could be sick a lot, and it's not fair

tn hAalAd that aanincet tham Y




water and out of debt too.

Credit cards are used for all
sorts of things in the business
world. Most of the time the cards

adults the opportunity to have
access to credit cards, but most of
the time, a parent or co-signer is
needed. Banks also offer credit

it go bad than it does for them to
have a good credit history that
most banks, stores and credit card
companies look for.

TRANSMISSIONS ¢ INSPECTIONS
Rob’s Auto Repair
COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR

1507 FARMINGTON AVENUE
POTTSTOWN, PA 19464

(610) 327-1999

PA Transportation Committee wants tougher driving restrictions for teenagers

JEWELRY and GIFTS
610-326-7013
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by Crystal Snow

The Pennsylvania Transporta-
tion Committee wants to place
tougher driving restrictions on
teens.

The committee wants to extend
the amount of time from when
teens get their permit to the time
they get their junior license from
30 days to about a year. Also,
they want all teens to have to take
driver's education for a year
before getting their driver's
license. Furthermore, the com-

DOWNTOWN CD’S
TAPES & RECORDS

&6y
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s @

53 N. Charlotte St.
Pottstown, PA

323-8457

Bechtel’s Sport Shop

TEAM SPORTS SPECIALISTS
Uniforms Equipment Footwear

Services: Engraving, Screen Printing,
Embroidery, Tackle Twill
233 High Street, Pottstown, PA

326-4787

mittee wants the parents of the
teens to be informed of any dri-
ving infractions that go upon their
license.

Some teens agree with the new
restrictions while others disagree.

"It would be a good idea [to
increase the amount of time
between a teen getting their per-
mit and junior license]. It would
teach kids a sense of responsibili-
ty," said John Irwin, a junior at
Pottsgrove.

While Irwin thinks this is
appropriate, Caroline Levonuk, a
sophomore, said, "From a kid's
point of view, I think that's a
dumb idea because once you get
your permit you want your
license right away. You don't
want to have to wait."

"[Having every teen take dri-

ver's education] might limit the
amount of accidents by teens and
at least everyone would be more
aware of the driving laws,”" said
Caitlyn Hallman, a senior at PHS.

When asked if they would take
driver's education, Hallman and
Levonuk said yes while Irwin
said no.

"Everyone should want to take
a driver's education course so
they can be a better driver," said
Hallman.

Irwin, Hallman and Levonuk
all think that the teens' parents
should be notified about any dri-
ving infractions on the teens'
license.

"I think they should know
because it does go on your per-
manent record,” said Levonuk.

No matter how a teen might
feel about the restrictions, he can't
do anything about them because
the transportation committee will
do what they feel is right.

Balance between sexes exists in sports

UNBEATABLE
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Pottstown, PA 19464
(610) 495-7077

(800) 521-8030
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FAX 326-1626

76 N. Charlotte St., Pottstown, PA 19464
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KENNETH E. RYZNAR
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PLANNING SERVICES
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C’ .
Restaurant

Relaxed Dining At Its Best
Committed To Excellence

2688 E. High St.
Pottstown, PA 19464
327-2910

TAKEOUT 327-9272

by Bert Ingram

A balance between male and
female athletics here and in the
PAC-10.

"According to legislation called
Title IX, men's and women's
sports should be considered
equal," said Gary DeRenzo, thé
athletic director at Pottsgrove.
"This  legislation  basically
answers equality in pay, number
of coaches, schedules and equal
number of sports teams."

When a girl wants to seriously
pursue a men's sport, or vice
versa, this must be addressed seri-
ously by the athletic director.

"We do allow any student the
opportunity to participate in a
sport that is not offered to their
particular gender," said Mr.
DeRenzo.

When a member of the opposite
sex is permitted to play on a team,
problems can arise.

“[The coaches and I] do not
recommend this practice," said
Mr. DeRenzo, talking abbut hav-
ing both sexes participate on the
same sports team, "primarily
because of safety issues."

Teams participating in the
PAC-10 will not permit games
with both genders playing
because of the crossover, accord-
ing to Mr. DeRenzo.

"[These] teams will forfeit
games because of liability
issues,” said Mr. DeRenzo, dis-
cussing the main disadvantage of
the switch.

The school has tried to avoid
this problem by introducing more
sports. Girls' soccer was started
three years ago to segregate the

.sexes in the soccer program.
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School store: One of the things which is sponsored by student gov-
ernment is the school store (manned here by junior Jason Leh).
Student government members feel that the store is as equally impor-
tant to them as every other activity that the organization runs.

Student government works for the students

B During the year
members sponsor
several activities

by Caitlyn Hallman

There is an organization in the
school that is working for the
benefit of all students, and most
Pottsgrovians don’t realize how
much that group does. That orga-
nization is student government.

“I expected there to be a lot of
responsibility in being president
and there is,” said student govern-
ment president, senior Lorelei
Hollenbach. Hollenbach has been
active in student government for
three years.

Student government members
are the behind-the-scenes workers
for many activities that are held at
our school. Every year student
government sponsors the home-
coming events. This year those
events included not only the foot-
ball game but a dance that was
held afterwards. The student gov-
ernment also sponsors dances that
are held throughout the school
year.

This year the student govern-
ment has been extremely busy.
They have been working to make

There will be lots of things to remember about this year

students here. John Harris, a

undefeated Lansdale Catholic and

changes in the cafeteria. Some of
those changes include the second
cash register that was added and
the inclusion of bagels, fruits and
salads to the menu. “We raised
money for the Mercury’s holiday
drive and we raised $700 for a
new podium,” Hollenbach said
about what else the student gov-
ernment accomplished this year.
Last year the student govern-
ment was responsible for the dis-
tribution of the Honor Cards,

“If the student gov-
ernment doesn'’t
know what the stu-
dents want, we
can’t help them.”

which provided discounts from
many local businesses for Honor
Roll students. Student govern-
ment also runs the school store,
which is open in the morning
before homeroom and during
study halls.

Student government is an orga-
nization for the students and is
run by the students. Their meet-
ings are open for all to attend.

“If the student government

doesn’t know what the students
want, we can’t help them,”
Hollenbach said.

Kari Cerminaro, a sophomore
representative, said that student
government needs to raise money
for Homecoming. She also said
that one reason why the organiza-
tion did not accomplish more this
year is because "nobody outside
of student government suggested
anything that they wanted.”

A junior representative, Kerri
Leh, said that there is only so
much that student government
can do. "Higher authority is
above us," she said. "We propose
ideas, but they can easily be
knocked down."

If a student would like to see
changes made in the school, he
should attend meetings or explain
his concerns to a member of stu-
dent government. Students can
also run for a position in the stu-
dent government. The elections
are held every spring.

MR. WINDSHIELD
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791 N. CHARLOTTE STREET
POTTSTOWN, PA 19464

(610) 970-5915
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What will everyone remember
about this year? Changing princi-
pals, a Color Day Band assembly,
individual accomplishments? A
lot of other things happened too.

When Robert Anderson left in
September, Joyce Wishart, the
former vice-principal, took over.
Then, after several months of sub-
stitute  vice-principals, Mel
Sussman took over in February.

To the students and faculty's
dismay, Color Day was cut short
due to icy roads and a late open-
ing. "I didn't know what to
expect, but it was big and crazy,"
said freshman Danielle Titus
about her first Color Day.

Since Color Day was cut short,
the Color Day Band could not per-
form. So that the hard work of the
bands would not go to waste, an
assembly was held Feb. 6.

"It was a nice change of pace.
It was better than the usual way
the assemblies were held," Ashley
Clemons, a sophomore, said.

Two special visitors spoke to

C & L VIDEO VILLAGE
Check us out for Video Values

1432 E. High Street
Pottstown, PA 19464 718-9640

visited the school and spoke on plishments won’t be forgotten.
the value of staying in school and
setting goals. PA Senator Rick
Santorum talked to the juniors and
seniors about current issues. The
students had the chance to ask
Senator Santorum about his polit-

ical views during a "town assem-

Individuals also reached per-
sonal goals and surpassed them.
Kristen Lucas, a senior, and
Jermaine Thaxton, a senior, both
scored their 1000th point on the
basketball floor. The cheerleaders

bly." won competitions and performed
Three of Pottsgrove's students with the Eagles cheerleaders at a

had the chance to show off their ~ Sunday football game.

vocal talents at-the Avanta Tennis

Championships. After sending in

a tape of their singing abilities, @ HYLAND

junior Donna Sinnk and seniors TECHNOLOG'ES

Pam Ritenour and Becca Walter
were chosen to sing the “National
Anthem.”

"I was suprised that I wasn't
nervous, but it was difficult
because I was sick,” said Walter.

The sports teams provided
some memorable moments too.
The football team’s win over

¢ FULL LINE OF IBM COMPATIBLE COMPUTERS
o SALES, SERVICE AND UPGRADES
* | OCAL AREA NETWORKS

TOM HYLAND

374 CIRCLE OF PROGRESS
POTTSTOWN, PA 19464
(610) 970-4770
FAX: (610) 970-5772

LUDWICK MOTORS ProFessionAL | IEERTERTETY
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Plymouth Dadge Truchs
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OXYGEN WHEELCHAIRS HOSPITAL BEDS

PROFESSIONAL OF PENNSBURG || g
(215) 679-9700
931 MAIN ST., PENNSBURG PA 18073 = X

Third & Hanover Streets
Pottstown, PA 19464

323-8300

FEATURING A YOUTH BANKING PROGRAM TEACHING:
e Basics of Banking
* Money Management
* Budgeting

National Bank

MEMBER FDIC

Earn a dollar for every “A” on your report card-
Call for free details at 1-888-SNB-3100

East End 327-4224
Pottstown Center 327-9944

Train Station 323-2265
North End 327-4424

“Our Service Is Our Reputation”

AGNES EDMUNDS
BRIDAL & FORMALS
318 High Street, Pottstown 323-6712

MENS FORMAL WEAR
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REED’S FUEL OIL

326-3283
700 W. High Street
Stowe, PA 19464

LITTLE JOE’S
AUTO SERVICE

2289 E. HIGH STREET
POTTSTOWN, PA 19464

(610) 326-3141

EQUIPMENT & SUPPLIES
Sports Braces

MEDICAL & Custom Braces

34 HIGH STREET
POTTSTOWN, PA 19464
Telephone: (610) 970-3900
Fax: (610) 970-6164

3815 RIDGE PIKE
COLLEGEVILLE, PA 19426
Telephone: (610) 489-6389
Fax: (610) 489-6821

1550 Medical Drive
. 326-3705
, Tri County Area 104 Wilson Street

Federal Credit 326-3020

Pottstown
http://www.tcafcu.org

Union

Popular Financial Services at Affordable Low Costs

¢ Savings & Checking Accounts

* PC Home Banking & Bill Payment Service

« Visa Check (Debit) Card & MAC ATM 10'53\"'
* Visa and MasterCard Jo'\ﬂ

¢ Student Loans

* Auto & Real Estate Loans

Providing the Resources You Need, for the

Equal Things in Life You Want! [ -
Opportunity ‘ wsene A e
Lender . AU, Govervment Agancy




Breaking away: The Falcons field two 4x100m relay teams.
Freshman Jessie Gross (running on the B team) and freshman Mati

Dietrich (running on the A team) both handle the lead running posi-

tion. "Not only do we have two teams but the A team went undefeat-
ed this season," Coach Charles Yohn said.

B Squad’s goals,
talents carry it
thru tough season

by Caitlyn Hallman

If you see a member of the
girls’ track team, which is partici-
pating at the PAC-10 Cham-
pionships today, ask to see her
goals. All the girls on the team
were required to have their goals
written down and with them at all
times during the track season.

Charles Yohn, the team’s coach,
told the girls that he would ask
them at random times to see their
goals, and if a girl didn’t have her
goals with her, she would either

have to run ladders, which are
extremely tiring, or go on a dread-
ed distance run.

The girls were supposed to
have their goals on a card, but
during the season, you might
have found members of the team
with their goals scrawled on their
arms or written on their hands.

“[I would] write my goals on
my hand for every meet so I could
remind myself to push harder,”
junior Crystal Snow said. Her
personal goals were to run the
4x400 in 1:07 minutes and to
reach 27 feet in the shot put.

Their goal cards seemed to
have worked. The girls’ track
team had a good season. In mid-
April the girls’ record was 5 wins,
3 losses, with one meet still to go.

o

-Girls’ team stays focused on its goals

“We are doing great and have lots
of talent on the team,” Snow said
about the team.

Looking at the season, senior
Kristy Rhoads said that the team
did well. “We had several tough
meets, but everyone tried [to do
her] best,” Rhoads said.

Rhoads thinks the track season
was a very memorable one. She
said that she will always remem-
ber how hard she worked in prac-
tice to try to reach her goals, but
what she will remember the most
about the season was the team’s
meet at Phoenixville.

“Even though we lost, we
pulled together as a team and
cheered each other on,” Rhoads
said.

Boys’ track team works to better former record

by Crystal Snow

The boys' track team is work-
ing hard to improve themselves
from last year's record. And the
team is slowly but surely improv-
ing. The boys kicked off the sea-
son with a 1-2-1 record, with
meets against Great Valley, Owen
J. Roberts, Lansdale Catholic and
Upper Perk.

The team is participating at the
PAC-10 Championships today
and tomorrow and at Districts on
May 15-16.

There are many good athletes
on the boys' track team, but Aaron
Tyson, a senior, leads the boys in
throwing. Phil Washington, a
junior, leads the team in jumping.
Daryl Flagg, a junior, leads the
team in sprinting, and Chad
Lloyd, a sophomore, leads the
team in distance running.

When asked in mid-season how
the team would improve, head
coach for the boys, Larry Rechtin,
said, "[If they] keep focused on
their [team] goals, {and] if every-
one works toward their individual

goals in, practice, we'll win the
meets."

As always, the Pottsgrove team
is expected to do well in the PAC-
10s. "We have a number of tal-
ented athletes," Mr. Rechtin said.

The pulling force that will make
the outcome of the season is that
the boys "[are working] hard at
improving themselves," Mr.
Rechtin also said. e

The boys attended the Perk
Valley Invitationals on Saturday,
May 2. This invitational included
all the runners in the PAC-10.



New coach has impact: "My whole attitude has changed since the
beginning of thé season since Coach Ben Boyles took over," junior
Jesse Kline said. Coach Boyles is a graduate of Pottsgrove High
School.

Boys’ tennis team needs to place a few wins under its belt

by Devin L. Mercer

The Falcon tennis team has had
a rough time this season and went
into PAC-10 Singles action on
April 24 with no team wins under
its belt.

Some of the goals of the team
this year were to try to stick
together as a team, improve team
play and win matches, which is
still a bump in the road for the
team.

"I'm not doing as well as I
expected,” Al Amerigo, a sopho-
more, said on April 24, talking

College plans: Falcon baseball player David Cerminaro, a senior, said that he will be pitching for Lehjvigh"
University next year. "I'm doing alright," he said at the end of April. "I'm hitting a lot better than | was at
the beginning of the season."

about what he had hoped to
achieve this season, "but things
are turning out fine now."

Though this is Amerigo's first
season playing in America, he has
played tennis for two years.
Another player on the team, Jesse
Kline, a junior, has played for
Pottsgrove for three years.

"My whole attitude has
changed," Kline said, talking
about how his playing has
improved since the beginning of
the season, "since Coach Ben
Boyles started."

Coach Boyles is a Pottsgrove

graduate.

The Falcons have had some
weaknesses this season, including
the problem of a lack of players
(two of whom were at one time
ineligible to play). :

Also, the doubles teams were
having problems, but along with
weaknesses, the team also had
some highlights of the season.
These included when the team
played St. Pius in which they had
to forfeit the one match because
they didn't have enough doubles
teams to play, but the Falcons
fought back and almost won. The
final score was 4 to 3.

1




Music epartment to hold annual spring concert

B Five musical
groups prepare
for annual event

by Mai Hoang

The Music Department will
hold their annual Spring Concert
on May 13 at 7:30 in Radel
Auditorium. The concert will fea-
ture the concert band, chorus,
choraliers, orchestra and jazz
band.

The concert and jazz band are
under the direction of Darrell M.

Weyman. The chorus and
choraliers are under the direction
of Nancy Y. Bixler, and the
orchestra under the direction of
Teresa Zeoli.

The musical ensembles have
different pieces and styles. The
Concert Band is doing a classical
piece, Rossini's "William Tell
Overture," but they are also doing
some more contemporary pieces
such as John William's "The
Olympic Spirit" and "Cadillac of
the Skies," the song from the
movie Empire of the Sun. The
Chorus is doing "My Heart Will
Go On," the theme from the hit
movie Titanic. The Jazz Band is

doing swing, rock and pop bal-
lads, such as Glenn Miller's Big
Band Hit "In the Mood,"” and the
pop ballad, "Through the Eyes of
Love," the theme to the 80's
movie Ice Castles.

The students and the directors
of the musical organizations have
worked toward the concert since
January, soon after completing
their Winter Concert. It requires
the cooperation of the students,
teachers, directors, and the
administration.

"It takes a deep thought process
in selecting the types of pieces we
do,” Mr. Weyman, director of the
concert and jazz bands, said. "[It

Marching band performs in Atlanta, Georgia parade

by Janet Marquardt

Marching band traveled to
Atlanta, Georgia, on Wednesday
April 1 and returned Sunday,
April 5. This is the biggest trip
the marching band has ever taken.

"I think we did a really good
job in Atlanta, and it was a very
educational experience," said
sophomore Kelly Kalamon, who
plays tenor saxophone in the
band.

They were adjudicated for con-
cert band on Friday morning,
receiving second place in their
class. The concert band played an
arrangement of "Olympic Spirit"

Friday's events included a tour of
the city, where they visited the
CNN center and Olympic Park,
and a concert by the Atlanta
Symphony. Saturday was spent at
Six Flags over Georgia. After an
Atlanta Braves' game Saturday
night, they returned home.

"[The trip] was exciting. We
got to learn stuff about other peo-
ple that we didn't know before,"
said color guard member Nicole
Forst.

Trip coordinators were Allen
Miller and director Darrell
Weyman. Terri Kramer-Long,
Chris Kulp and Tim Muwray did

not go on the trip but helped to
prepare the color guard and per-
cussion for the performances.

James Loshnowsky, Becca
Walter, Krystal Dann and
Kathleen Greco are the student
officers. Other student leaders
are Katie Fagan, Lindsay Nolan,
Donald Shunk, David Alexander
and Mai Hoang.

SALLY’S SEWING CENTER

Sales & Service
Sewling Is our Happiness

SANATOGA, PA 19464
(|

2228 E. HIGH STREET .

323-7419

takes] work on the students' part
to learn the music through
rehearsals, sectionals and individ-
ual practice time."

The Spring Concert promotes
the musical organizations and
shows the progress made during
the course of a semester to the
students, family, friends, and
music lovers.

Students in the music organiza-
tions enjoy participating in them
such as freshman Eric Martin,
who plays clarinet in the concert
band.

"It's good music [for this con-
cert] and it should be a lot of fun."
Martin said.

Family Dtn’hﬁ[y

2153203610

ICE HOUSE DELI
326-9999

Sandwiches ¢ Pizza ¢ Deli
Free Delivery Service
Takeout or Eat In: 6AM-11PM

SMALE’S PRINTERY
785 North Charlotte Street
Pottstown, Pennsylvania 19464
FINE PRINTING . . . SINCE 1928

(610) 323-7775

KEMP’S MARKET, INC.
Quality Cut Fresh Meats
SANATOGA
326-2874

HIGH FASHION EYEWEAR
AND SUNGLASSES
NoRTH END
VisioN CENTER

900 N. CHARLOTTE STREET
POTTSTOWN, PA 19464

323-4225

EYE EXAMS » CONTACTS
PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED
REPAIRING » ADJUSTING

237 W. High Street, Pottstown, PA
True Carpet Values

CARPET SHOWROOM
* Rolls and Remnants
* Vinyl and Vinyl Tile
Mon., Wed., Fri., 9-8
Tues., Thurs., 9-5; Sat. 9-3

323-8881

- APPLE BASKET
ANTIQUES & GIFTS

867 N. Hanover St.
Pottstown, PA 19464

(610) 326-7937

Wrought Iron & Basket Accessories

Manicures * Pedicures

Sally Moyer
I AP ATIVE LIEAL T I

|  GuBERTSVILLE |

| wirccepie




i i ment of "Overture to William
,, Tell" by Rossini. On Saturday,
‘ they participated in a parade and

performed "Old Man River." For
this performance they received
first place in their class and an
excellent rating.

On the first day of the trip, they
visited Stone Mountain Park and
had dinner at the Hard Rock Cafe.

N2 . Pn 3 SSag!
Ear ierciI)g CAROL
NAII'S y 269 Beech Street
Pottstown, Pa 19464
Carol Petersen, Owner 970-5811

WINDOW & INSUI'.F?TED GLASS

GLASS TOPS « MIBRORS
LaVERNE'S ACRYLIC & PLEXIGLASS
GLass siior)|  PATIO DOORS « STOREFRONTS
I e o ] SEE/EISNSSTORM WINDOWS &

121 EAST THIRD ST. » POTTSTOWN, PA 19464
&

ALUMINUM ENTRANCES
8 to 5 Daily « 8 to 12 Saturday

SERVICES, INC.
 Drug/Alcohol Treatment
¢ Student Assistance Programs
» Mental Heaith Counseling
e Prevention/Education
361 High Street
Pottstown, PA 19464
610-326-9250

AUTO BODY, INC. RV SALES & RENTALS
FLORENCE S. MATYASOVSKY o o

: e s, ‘i,
24 Hour Towing and Road Service FLEETWCOD. ; n' t'l-m
Frame Straightening Sl f

Quality Workmanship

1055 E. PHILADELPHIA AVE.
GILBERTSVILLE, PA 19525

EXCELLENT CUSTOMER SERVICE

367-2474

FOLDING TRALERS

IRNITASCA.

R | H wilderness' Buih Praudly by QIR

244 Benjamin Franklin Hwy.
Bus. Rt. 422 Douglassville, PA 19518

326-5998

SAWCHUK’S GARAGE
Since 1952
Specializing in Wheel Alignment
and Transmissions

3196 W. Ridge Pike
Pottstown, PA 19464

495-6510 495-7680 495-6693

McCABE’S
AUTO SUPPLY, INC.
EXHAUST « CHASSIS « SHOCKS
Farmington Ave. 339 W. High St.

326-4511  326-9890

CoreStates
Bank, N.A.
CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 1998
401 High St. 1470 E. High St.
24 Hour MAC
at both Pottsgrove locations

DR. MARTIN RAWDIN
OPTOMETRIST

1630 HIGH STREET, POTTSTOWN
323-8007

_QUALITY FOR LESS

RICH RANIERI'S

PIAB) PAINTS
PAINT « WALLPAPER
FLOORCOVERINGS
DRY CARPET CLEANING
218 E. HIGH ST. « POTTSTOWN
326-7081

the silver shoppe

POTISGROVE

RECREATION e

Bo ARD Designed and Fandenafted
o Sanatoga

Enjoy Recreation Programs

Check weekly bulletins,
announcements and

Uwe Baner, Silvensmith
Tues.-Wed. 11-6

newspaper for details Thurs.-Fri. 11-8
Sat. 11-5
EUGENE S\WANN 2452 East High St.
. . Poltstown
Director of Recreation 323-4994

Sanatoga
Ophthalmology Assoc.

LAWRENCE E. KENNEY, M.D.
SUSAN WILTON, M.D.
1560 Medical Dr. ¢ Pottstown, PA 19464

326'9308 Hours By Appointment

SBroolide
family

RESTAURANT
BREAKFAST » LUNCH + DINNER

1338 N. Charlotte Street Phone: 610-970-4790
Pottstown, PA 19464 Fax: §10-970-4791

THE DEPOT

151 W. HIGH ST.
POTTSTOWN

610-327-4707

Wedding Rehearsals
Class Reunions
Meetings * Catering

DINNER AT THE DEPOT

FIRESIDE DINING & BANQUET FACILITIES

the architectural studio
architects ¢ planners ¢ designers

seven thirty-two turner street
allentown, pennsylvania 18102-4038

610-437-1737

EXPRESS
DATA SYSTEMS

Comprehensive Payroll Processing

*Your Local Payroll Expertse
Since 1987

3277 West Ridge Pike ¢ Suite A101
Pottstown, PA 19464

610-495-7166

SUNSET APOTHECARY, INC.

* PRESCRIPTIONS
I ¢ HOMEOPATHICS

J

/ DISTINGTIVE GIFTS &

CUSTOM GIFT BASKETS

- « FRESH & DRIED FLORAL
:.: ARRANGEMENTS

L -4 .
///’ l \\\\ UNIQUE GREETING CARDS

* GOURMET FOODS
* GARDEN ACCENTS
o FINE JEWELRY

RIGHARD E. NEEDHAM, RPH
14 MOSER ROAD, POTTSTOWN
(610) 327-0300

CANNING’S PHARMACY
326-1406

451 HIGH STREET
POTTSTOWN, PA 19464

{ Pomsrmplons |

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
PROFESSIONALS

JEWELERS

AREA’S LARGEST JEWELRY STORE
211 HIGH STREET - PH. 323-7900

PRICES START AT $59.95




